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Editorial 


326  species  were  noted  in  Scotland  during  2000,  including  three  species  new  to  Scotland.  A Swinhoe^s  Petrel 
trapped  at  Cove  has  been  formally  added  to  the  main  Scottish  List  while  Hooded  Merganser  &"Booted 
Eagle  have  both  been  put  on  List  D due  to  the  possibility  of  an  escape  from  captivity  being  involved.  In  addition 
two  potential  firsts  for  Scotland,  Long-tailed  Shrike  & Canvasback  are  still  being  investigated  by  the  BBRC 
& BOURC.  Recent  advances  in  the  understanding  of  systematics  allied  with  studies  of  bird  behaviour,  museum 
skins  and  DNA  have  resulted  in  a large  number  of  splits  in  what  were  formerly  considered  to  be  rather  variable, 
but  single,  species.  This  alone  has  added  two  other  species  to  the  Scottish  List,  the  Hooded  Crow  being  split 
from  Carrion  Crow  and  Syke’s  Warbler  being  split  from  Booted  Warbler. 

The  Scottish  Ornithologists’  Club  has  become  increasingly  aware  of  its  central  role  in  the  collection,  publica- 
tion and  dissemination  of  birding  information  in  the  country.  Accordingly  we  are  looking  closely  at  ways  in 
which  we  can  assist  not  just  Local  Recorders  but  also  observers  in  collecting  and  passing  on  bird  data.  The 
advent  of  microcomputers  and  the  increasing  familiarity  of  observers  with  the  presentation  of  data  as  spreadsheets 
and  databases  has  prompted  the  Borders  SOC  to  develop  a method  of  easily  allowing  observers  to  record  their 
data  in  a form  that  allows  Local  Recorders  to  easily  collect,  merge  and  sort  birding  data  from  their  local  areas. 
It  is  hoped  that  the  Borders  Database,  available  for  free  on  the  SOC  website,  will  become  the  standard  format 
across  the  country  for  the  collection  of  bird  records.  A notice  has  already  appeared  in  Scottish  Bird  News 
describing  the  system  and  offering  a free  download  by  e-mail.  Even  if  only  a few  of  the  active  birders  in  any 
area  adopt  this  system,  the  time  saved  by  Local  Recorders  in  data-crunching  and  in  handling  requests  for  data 
from  agencies  like  SNH  will  be  considerable.  Of  course  observers  themselves  stand  to  benefit  in  that  they  also 
have  a way  of  handling  data  that  allows  things  to  be  easily  looked  up,  sorted  and  collated  without  having  to 
manually  write  it  out  or  word  process  it  when  they  pass  things  on  to  recorders. 

Judging  from  the  first  responses  from  Local  Recorders  who  have  adopted  the  system,  the  saving  in  time  is 
considerable  and  could  promote  the  publication  date  of  the  local  bird  reports  by  several  months.  A vision  for  the 
future,  discussed  at  a recent  conference  of  local  bird  recorders,  is  of  on-line  entry  of  bird  records.  This  would 
very  much  speed  up  the  whole  process  of  publishing  daily  and  weekly  websites,  monthly  club  & branch  news- 
letters, annual  local  reports  and  eventually  this  publication  itself 

My  apologies  for  the  delay  in  the  publication  of  the  Scottish  Bird  Report.  This  was  partly  the  result  of  the  very 
late  appearance  of  reports  from  several  important  areas  but  also  due  to  computer  failures,  the  downside  of 
newer  technologies. 

Ray  Murray,  January  2003 


Lapland  Longspur 

Winner  of  the  Best  Artwork  in 
a Scottish  Local  Bird  Report 
Andrew  Stevenson 
Outer  Hebrides  Bird  Report 
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Introduction 

This  is  the  33rd  Scottish  Bird  Report  to  be  published  since  1968  by  the  Scottish  Ornithologists  Club.  The  SBR  is  mostly 
based  on  the  local  area  bird  reports  published  by  SOC  branches  and  local  bird  clubs  throughout  Scotland.  The  local  areas 
are  mapped  on  the  inside  back  cover  of  the  SBR,  preceded  by  the  full  list  of  local  recorders  and  the  areas  that  they  cover.  Full 
details  for  contacting  the  local  recorders  and  obtaining  copies  of  the  local  bird  reports  are  included.  A full  summary  of  this 
information  is  also  held  on  the  SOC’s  web  site  at  www.the-soc.org.uk.  Unfortunately  the  contributions  from  Caithness  did 
not  arrive  with  the  Editor  in  time  for  inclusion  in  the  2000  Scottish  Bird  Report  and  those  from  Highland  and  Lothian  were 
incomplete.  Any  significant  records  from  these  areas  in  2000  will  be  added  to  the  species  accounts  in  the  2001  SBR. 

It  should  be  emphasised  that  local  bird  reports  can  only  contain  information  on  what  has  actually  been  observed  in  an  area 
in  any  year.  They  do  not  seek  to  summarise  a species’  status  in  the  area.  That  is  the  place  of  a “The  Birds  of  Moray  & 
Naim”  not  the  1998  Moray  & Nairn  Bird  Report.  They  are  in  effect  aimual  samples  of  the  local  bird  populations,  some 
being  better  samples  than  others.  Paradoxically  we  are  likely  to  know  much  more  about  our  rarer  species  than  those  that 
are  more  common.  The  job  of  the  SBR  is  to  present  a comprehensible  summary  of  the  huge  amount  of  data  that  is  contained 
in  twenty  Scottish  local  bird  reports.  This  task  is  by  no  means  easy  as  different  bird  reports  can  place  a different  emphasis 
on  different  species.  They  can  also  present  their  data  in  a bewildering  number  of  ways,  all  of  which  are  not  necessarily 
compatible.  In  order  to  present  as  much  data  as  possible  in  the  SBR  I feel  it  appropriate  to  abbreviate  the  area  names  as 
much  as  possible,  allowing  for  full  comprehension.  Accordingly  many  area  names  are  referred  to  by  just  single  letters  (in 
bold).  Sites  also  receive  much  the  same  treatment.  All  site  names  are  followed  by  the  abbreviation  for  the  recording  area 
the  first  time  they  appear  in  a species  account,  but  not  subsequently. 

Only  selected  records  are  provided.  Precedence  is  given  to  details  concerning  breeding  populations,  peak  counts  and 
migration  patterns.  This  issue  also  includes  observations  of  the  first  sightings  of  young  away  from  the  nest,  a feature  that 
1 would  like  to  encourage  observers  to  forward  to  their  recorders.  Just  as  changes  in  arrival  dates  might  tell  us  something  of 
climatic  change,  so  might  the  first  sighting  of  young,  if  recorded  over  long  periods  of  time.  All  national  rarities  and  semi- 
rarities are  included  only  where  the  BBRC,  SBRC  or  the  local  areas  committees  have  vetted  the  descriptions.  Any  records 
pending  at  the  time  of  publication  will  be  included  in  future  reports,  if  accepted.  If  more  details  are  required  for  any  record, 
the  first  source  should  always  be  the  local  area  report  and  then  the  local  recorder.  Minor  mistakes  have  occurred  in  the  past 
in  the  details  of  dates  and  numbers  and  in  the  spelling  of  place  names.  While  every  effort  is  made  to  ensure  that  these  do  not 
occur,  minor  mistakes  do  creep  un-noticed.  They  will  not  be  corrected  in  future  editions  of  the  SBR.  The  precise  corrobo- 
ration of  any  record  should  always  be  with  the  local  bird  report  concerned. 

The  sequence  of  scientific  names  in  the  species  list  follows  the  Voous  sequence.  English  names,  for  the  present,  will  follow 
those  used  in  the  past.  The  new  BOU  appear  for  the  first  time,  accompanied  (in  parenthesis)  by  the  old  names. 

Two  conventions  are  used  to  denote  breeding  success:  MBS  - mean  brood  size,  is  used  when  the  data  comprises  counts  of 
broods,  MBS  being  calculated  by  dividing  the  number  of  young  by  the  number  of  broods;  MBP  - mean  breeding  produc- 
tion, is  used  when  the  size  of  the  population  attempting  to  breed  is  known,  the  number  of  young  being  divided  by  the 
number  of  breeding  attempts  or  territorial  pairs.  MBP  necessarily  includes  unsuccessful  attempts  and  failed  breeders  and  so 
will  always  have  a lower  value  than  MBS  which  only  counts  successful  attempts.  For  reasons  of  comprehension  I prefer  to 
use  br  1 rather  than  b/1  to  indicate  broods  size.  Where  multiple  broods  are  referred  to,  3br7  indicates  7 young  counted  from 
3 broods. 


Abbreviations 


♦ 

description  required 

2brl6 

2 broods  with  16  young  total 

/hr 

hourly  passage  rate 

nfrnm 

male(s) 

MCS 

mean  clutch  size 

RSG 

Raptor  Study  Group 

frff 

female  (s) 

MBS 

mean  brood  size 

krrf 

square  kilometre 

pr(s) 

pair(s) 

MBP 

mean  breeding  production 

Res. 

Reservoir 

terr 

territory 

juv 

juvenile 

L./P. 

Loch/Pond 

AOT 

apparenly  occupied  territory 

imm 

immature 

R 

River 

AON 

apparently  occupied  nest 

Ist-w 

age  - first- winter  etc. 

BBS 

Breeding  Bird  Survey 

(34) 

equivalent  figure  for 

2nd-s 

age  - second  summer  etc. 

WeBS 

Wetland  Bird  Survey 

previous  year 

N.SE 

flight  direction 

WBS 

Waterways  Bird  Survey 

c/2 

clutch  of  2 eggs  etc. 

max. 

inaximum.  niinimum  etc. 

CES 

Constant  Effort  Site 

br2 

brood  of  2 young  etc. 

NEWS 

Non-estuarine  Waterbird  Count 

R.D.Murray  [Ed.] 
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The  Scottish  Birds  Records  Committee 

The  current  members  of  the  Scottish  Birds  Records  Committee  (SBRC)  have  recently  reviewed  the  functions 
of  our  committee  and  produced  a list  of  our  aims  and  objectives. 

These  are: 

1 Record  assessment  - examine  the  records  of  species  on  the  SBRC  List  and  liase  with  Local  Re- 
corders and  Local  Records  Committees,  plus  the  BBRC  and  BOURC,  to  ensure  that  records  are 
adequately  assessed  prior  to  publication  in  the  Scottish  Bird  Report. 

[Also  to  assist  in  the  achievement  of  a high  standard  in  local  bird  reports,  although  we  have  no 
direct  responsibility  in  this  regard.] 

2 Maintain  the  Scottish  List. 

3 Produce  papers  on  identification,  status  etc.  in  a Scottish  context  and  perform  roles  (including  co- 
ordinating others)  that  are  best  carried  out  by  a committee  rather  than  by  individuals. 

4 Keep  the  Scottish  birding  community  informed  about  our  work,  aims  and  progress. 

A three  tier  system  of  record  assessment  operates  in  Scotland: 

1 . The  British  Birds  Rarities  Committee  (BBRC)  assesses  British  rarities. 

2.  SBRC  assesses  records  of  birds  that  are  rare  in  a Scottish  context,  but  which  are  not  rare  enough 
to  be  assessed  by  BBRC. 

3.  Local  Records  Committees  assess  records  of  slightly  less  rare  Scottish  species,  together  with  all 
other  local  rarities. 

A total  of  58  submissions  for  2000  were  examined  by  SBRC.  This  is  one  of  the  lowest  totals  in  recent  years  and 
is  believed  to  reflect  the  fact  that  local  records  committees  now  examine  more  records  than  previously.  Of  these 
only  36  were  accepted,  the  lowest  acceptance  ratio  for  several  years. 

A paper  prepared  by  Ian  Andrews  and  Keith  Naylor  on  behalf  of  SBRC,  tabulating  all  records  of  species  and 
subspecies  recorded  in  Scotland  on  up  to  20  occasions  has  been  published  in  the  December  2002  issue  of 
Scottish  Birds.  It  is  intended  that  this  will  be  updated  annually. 

Recording  Areas  - offshore  boundaries 

At  the  Local  Recorders  Conference  held  in  Perth  on  25  November  2001,  it  was  agreed  to  adopt  a common 
policy  with  regard  to  off-shore  boundaries. 

1 . The  Scottish  List  Recording  Area  (to  be  used  for  the  Scottish  Bird  Report)  now  follows  the  EU 
Fishery  Limits  as  they  apply  to  Scotland,  which  extend  to  200  nautical  miles  (370  km)  from  the 
baseline  surrounding  Scotland’s  coast  and  its  outlying  islands,  or  the  median  line  between  Scot- 
land and  neighbouring  countries,  whichever  is  the  nearest. 

2.  The  area  covered  by  Local  Recorders  who  have  coastal  boundaries  should  extend  to  the  ‘3  nauti- 
cal mile  limit’  (with  the  exception  of  Orkney  and  Shetland  who  will  include  the  entire  area  be- 
tween the  two  groups  of  islands). 

3.  A new  ‘At  Sea’  Recording  Area  has  been  formed,  covering  the  area  between  the  ‘3  nautical  mile 
limit’  and  the  ‘200  nautical  mile  limit’. 


The  ‘three  nautical  mile  limit’  is  actually  not  necessarily  three  nautical  miles  from  the  shore,  but  extends  three 
nautical  miles  from  a ‘base  line’,  which  includes  all  bays  and  enclosed  waters.  As  a result  for  instance  all  of  the 
Clyde,  Forth  and  Moray  Firths  are  included  as  is  The  Minch.  We  wish  to  thank  Mark  Tasker  for  his  help  in 
formulating  this  policy. 


4 


Scottish  Bird  Report  2000 
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Shetlaad 

' " 8 

Recording  Areas 

North-east  Scotland  15  Clyde  Islands 

2 

Fair  Isle 

^ :: ; 9i 

.^/.An^s,&  Dundee  16  Clyde 

3 

Orkney 

10 

Perth  & Kinross  , - i?  Ayrshire"^ 

Fife  18  , Lothian 

4 

Outer  Hebrides 

11 

5 

Caithness 

12 

■■  Isle  of  May  ■ 19  Borders 

6 

Highland 

13 

Forth  " - 20  ^ ^ DumjQies  & Galloway 

7 

Moray  & Naim 

14 

Argyll  21  At  Sea 
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Amendments  to  Scottish  List  -species  and  subspecies 

Last  year  the  Scottish  List  was  updated  and  expanded  to  include  subspecies  (Scottish  Birds  22:33-49).  It  is  now 
intended  that  an  update  to  the  Scottish  List  will  appear  annually  within  the  Scottish  Bird  Report. 

The  British  Ornithologist’s  Union’s  Records  Committee  (BOURC),  who  are  responsible  for  maintaining  the 
British  List  have  made  several  changes  to  the  British  List  (Ibis  144:707-710)  as  a result  of  recommendations 
from  their  Taxonomic  Sub-committee.  The  Scottish  List  follows  the  British  List  in  all  respects  and  therefore  the 
following  changes  automatically  apply  to  the  Scottish  List. 

Anseriformes  and  Galliformes  are  moved  to  the  start  of  the  list. 

The  scientific  name  of  Black-browed  Albatross  is  changed  from  Diomedea  melanophris  to  Thalassarche 
melanophris. 

Greater  Flamingo  is  now  split  from  Caribbean  Flamingo.  Caribbean  Flamingo  retains  the  existing  scientific 
name  with  Greater  Flamingo  becoming  Phoenicopterus  roseus.  Greater  Flamingo,  which  appears  in  Category 
D of  the  Scottish  List  now  becomes  monotypic. 

Recent  studies  of  courtship  behaviour  and  vocalizations,  plus  DNA  have  documented  consistent  differences 
between  macqueenii  and  undulata,  previously  considered  races  of  Houbara  Bustard  Chlamydotis  undulata. 
As  a result  the  two  forms  have  been  split.  The  only  one  of  these  taxa  to  be  recorded  in  Scotland  is  macqueenii 
which  now  becomes  Macqueen’s  Bustard.  Macqueen’s  Bustard  is  monotypic.  Add  Macqueen’s  Bustard 
Chlamydotis  macqueenii  to  Category  B and  remove  Houbara  Bustard  from  Category  B. 

The  correct  spelling  of  the  scientific  name  of  Whiskered  Tern  is  now  considered  to  be  Chlidonias  hybrida. 

Paddyfield  Warbler  Acrocephalus  agricola  is  now  considered  to  be  monotypic. 

Olivaceous  Warbler  Hippolais  pallida  has  been  split  into  two  species.  The  new  species  are  called  Western 
OUvaceous  Warbler  H.  opaca  (monotypic)  and  Eastern  Olivaceous  Warbler  H.  pallida  (subspecies  reiseri, 
laeneni,  pallida  and  elaeica).  The  only  taxon  recorded  in  Scotland  is  elaeica  and  therefore  the  scientific  name 
remains  unaltered,  but  the  English  name  should  be  changed  to  Eastern  Olivaceous  Warbler. 

The  rama  race  of  Booted  Warbler  has  now  been  given  full  species  status,  being  called  Sykes’s  Warbler. 
BOURC  have  added  this  species  to  the  British  List.  A full  review  of  all  acceptable  records  of  Sykes’s  Warbler 
is  now  being  carried  out  by  the  British  Birds  Rarities  Committee  (BBRC)  but  the  first  record  to  be  accepted  is 
of  one  at  Lerwick,  Shetland  22  October  - 9 November  1993  (W  Jackson,  K Osborn  et  al)  (British  Birds  87:554 
and  94:489).  A record  from  Fair  Isle,  Shetland  29-3 1 August  1 959  is  believed  to  remain  under  review,  and  a third 
possible  record  comes  from  North  Ronaldsay,  Orkney  on  26  August  2002.  Both  Booted  Warbler  Hippolais 
caligata  and  Sykes’s  Warbler  Hippolais  rama  are  now  considered  to  be  monotypic.  Add  Sykes’s  Warbler  to 
Category  A. 

The  Arctic  Warbler  race  talovka  is  now  considered  to  be  a synonym  of  the  nominate  race  borealis.  All 
Scottish  records  should  now  be  treated  as  belonging  to  the  nominate  race. 

The  correct  spelling  of  the  scientific  name  of  Firecrest  is  now  considered  to  be  Regulus  ignicapilla. 

Carrion  Crow  and  Hooded  Crow  are  now  considered  to  be  separate  species.  Carrion  Crow  remains  Corvus 
corone,  with  the  nominate  race  corone  being  found  in  Scotland.  Hooded  Crow  becomes  a new  species  Corvus 
comix,  with  the  nominate  race  cornix  being  found  in  Scotland.  Remove  cornix  from  the  races  of  Carrion  Crow 
recorded  in  Scotland  and  add  Hooded  Crow  Corvus  cornix  to  Category  A. 

The  correct  spelling  of  the  scientific  name  of  Ovenbird  is  now  considered  to  be  Seiurus  aurocapilla. 

Cirl  Bunting  Emberiza  cirlus  is  now  considered  to  be  monotypic. 
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The  following  additional  changes  to  the  Scottish  List  have  recently  occurred:- 
Hooded  Merganser  Lophodytes  cucullatus 

Age/sex  uncertain,  Oban  Trumisgarry  and  Voiskinish,  North  Uist  23  October  - 1 November  2000  (G  Evans,  B 
Rabbitts,  A.  Stevenson  et  al)  (British  Birds  95:524) 

As  a result  of  the  above  record,  BOURC  have  voted  to  add  this  species  to  Category  D of  the  British  List 
(species  which  would  otherwise  occur  in  Category  A except  that  there  is  reasonable  doubt  that  they  have  ever 
occurred  in  a natural  state).  Add  to  Category  D. 

Soft-plumaged/  Madeira/  Cape  Verde  Petrel  Pterodroma  mollis/madeira/feae 

As  a result  of  the  change  to  extend  the  Scottish  List  recording  area  to  the  200  nautical  mile  limit,  the  following 
record  now  falls  within  the  Scottish  List  recording  area. 

Sea  area  Fair  Isle  60°57’N  03°05’W,  25  June  1996  (R  W White)  (British  Birds  90:457) 

Due  to  the  difficulties  of  separating  these  three  taxa,  BOURC  have  bracketed  them  together  on  the  British  List. 
This  is  the  first  Scottish  record  of  this  grouping.  Add  to  Category  A . 

Swinhoe’s  Storm-petrel  Oceanodroina  monorhis 

Female,  Cove,  Aberdeen,  North-east  Scotland,  trapped  5 August  2000  (PA  A Baxter,  H I Scott  et  al)  (British 
Birds  94:457).  P‘  Scottish  record.  Add  to  Category  A. 

Booted  Eagle  Hieraaetus  pennatus 

North  Ronaldsay,  Orkney  22  June  2000  (P  J Donnelly)  presumed  the  same  individual  as  at  several  localities  in 
England  28  September  1 999  to  8 April  2000,  plus  also  Ireland.  (British  Birds  95 :525).  This  pale  morph  individual 
has  resulted  in  the  species  being  added  to  Category  D of  the  British  List.  Add  to  Category  D. 

Lesser  Black-backed  Gull  Larus  fuscus 

The  Baltic  race  fuscus  was  included  on  the  Scottish  List  (Scottish  Birds  22:40),  on  the  basis  that  there  were 
many  Scottish  records  in  print  (e.g.  Scottish  Bird  Reports  list  over  twenty  records  during  the  1 990’ s).  On  further 
investigation  however,  we  are  unable  to  find  a single  record  that  has  been  sufficiently  well  documented  to  be 
regarded  as  the  first  Scottish  record.  As  a result  the  subspecies  is  removed  from  the  Scottish  List.  We  would 
welcome  full  details  of  any  claimed  Scottish  record. 

Herring  Gull  Larus  argentatus 

Until  as  recently  as  1997,  SBRC  were  accepting  records  as  referring  to  the  ‘Yellow-legged  Gull  group  of  races’, 
without  attributing  records  to  a specific  race.  The  European  races  concerned  were  cachinnans,  michahellis 
and  atlantis.  Whilst  the  British  Ornithologists’  Union’s  Records  Committee  (BOURC)  continues  to  treat  all  of 
these  forms  as  races  of  Herring  Gull,  other  authorities  take  differing  views,  with  cachinnans  now  often  treated 
as  a separate  species  usually  called  Caspian  Gull,  michahellis  and  atlantis  becoming  races  of  another  species 
Western  Yellow-legged  Gull,  although  some  authorities  split  this  again  into  Yellow-legged  Gull  and  Atlantic 
Gull. 

Whilst  the  taxonomy  of  the  group  remains  in  general  confusion,  our  knowledge  of  the  identification  of  the 
different  forms  has  improved  considerably  during  recent  years.  Whilst  it  is  desirable  to  attribute  birds  to  specific 
races,  most  descriptions  of  ‘probable’  michahellis  do  not  fully  exclude  atlantis,  which  has  not  yet  been  proven 
to  occur  in  Britain.  The  taxon  cachinnans  is  usually  separable  from  the  other  two  forms  and  although  BOURC 
have  still  not  accepted  any  Britain  records,  BBRC  are  now  examining  many  claimed  records.  This  is  likely  to 
result  in  a number  of  accepted  records  of  cachinnans  and  there  are  now  at  least  three  Scottish  records  pending. 
Until  the  criteria  for  separating  michahellis  and  atlantis  in  the  field  become  clearer,  SBRC  have  decided  that 
birds  showing  characteristics  of  michahellis  will  be  accepted  as  such,  with  the  proviso  that  atlantis  has  not 
been  fully  ruled  out. 

SBRC  have  now  carried  out  a review  of  all  records  previously  accepted  as  ‘Yellow-legged  Gull’,  which  had 
not  been  attributed  to  a specific  race  (i.e.  those  records  up  to  and  including  1997).  As  a result  of  this  review 
the  following  records  have  now  been  accepted  as  michahellis  (subject  to  atlantis  not  being  fully  ruled  out):- 


R.D.Murray  [Ed.] 
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adult  Kirkwall,  Orkney  20  April  1989 

adult  Newton  shore,  Ayr  6 January  - 12  July  1991,  3 April  - 14  May  1994  and  6 May  1995  (also  seen  1992  and 
1993) 

adult  Doonfoot,  Ayr  1 6 April  1 997 
2 adults  Doonfoot,  Ayr  28  July  1997 

We  are  unable  to  attribute  any  other  pre-1998  record  to  this  taxon. 

Siberian  Blue  Robin  Luscinia  cyane 

IstW,  North  Ronaldsay,  Orkney  2 October  2001  (P  A Brown  et  al)  (British  Birds  95:505).  This  is  the  first 
Scottish  record,  following  only  one  year  after  the  first  British  record.  Race  undetermined.  Add  to  Category  A. 

Common  Redstart  Phoenicurus  phoenicurus 

It  has  recently  come  to  our  attention  that  a IstW  male,  Fife  Ness,  Fife  on  23  September  1976  (R  W Byrne)  was 
accepted  by  BBRC  as  belonging  to  the  race  samamisicus  (British  Birds  70:431),  being  the  2"‘*  British  record. 
The  subspecies  samamisicus  is  added  to  the  Scottish  List,  with  the  status  code  SV. 

Yellow-browed  WarblerP/iy//o5co/iM5  inornatus 

As  a result  of  Hume’s  Warbler  Phylloscopus  humei  being  split  from  Yellow-browed  Warbler  (Scottish  Birds 
21:3),  Yellow-browed  Warbler  now  becomes  monotypic. 

Long-tailed  Tit  Aegithalos  caudatus 

The  north  Continental  race  caudatus  was  included  on  the  Scottish  List  (Scottish  Birds  22:45),  but  on  further 
investigation,  there  are  no  records  found  to  be  acceptable.  The  subspecies  is  removed  from  the  Scottish  List. 

Willow  Tit  Parus  montanus 

The  Northern  race  borealis  was  included  on  the  Scottish  List  (Scottish  Birds  22:45),  but  on  further  investiga- 
tion, there  are  no  records  found  to  be  acceptable.  The  subspecies  is  removed  form  the  Scottish  List. 

Black-faced  Bunting  Emberiza  spodocephala 

Fair  Isle,  Shetland  20-24  October  2001  (P  R French  et  al)  (British  Birds  95:520).  This  is  the  first  Scottish  record 
and  the  fourth  British  record.  This  record  is  presumed  to  refer  to  the  nominate  race.  Add  to  Category  A. 

Several  records  remain  outstanding.  These  include  Long-tailed  Shrike  (South  Uist  3-4  November  2000) 
Canvasback  (Loch  of  Rummie,  Sanday,  Orkney  21-23  June  2000),  Snowy  Egret  (Argyll,  Arran,  Ayrshire  and 
Dumfries  & Galloway  from  5 November  2001  into  2002)  and  Tree  Swallow  (Burrafirth,  Unst,  Shetland  29  May 
2002),  all  potentials  for  addition  to  Category  A of  the  Scottish  List. 

As  a result  of  the  above  changes.  Category  A has  increased  by  five  and  Category  D by  two.  The  new  Scottish 
List  totals  are: 

Category  A 479 
Category  B 9 

Category  C 6 

Total  494 

Category  D 1 2 


Eurasian  Hobby 

Derick  Watson 
Borders  Bird  Report 
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S.B.R.C.  LIST  2002-2003 


CORY’S  SHEARWATER 

Little  (Ringed)  Plover 

AQUATIC  WARBLER 

GREAT  SHEARWATER 

KENTISH  PLOVER 

MARSHWARBLER 

Balearic  Shearwater 

Pectoral  Sandpiper* 

Icterine  Warbler  * 

BLACK-CROWNED  NIGHT  HERON 

Buff-breasted  Sandpiper 

MELODIOUS  WARBLER 

Little  Egret 

Sabine’s  Gull 

DARTFORD  WARBLER 

PURPLE  HERON 

RING-BELLEDGULL 

Barred  Warbler* 

White  Stork 

HERRING  GULL  (yellow-legged 

Pallas’s  Leaf  Warbler* 

AMERICAN  WIGEON 

ra.ce  MICHAHELLIS) 

Firecrest 

Green-winged  Teal 

European  Bee-eater 

Red-breasted  Flycatcher* 

Ring-necked  Duck 

LESSERSPOTTED  WOODPECKER 

ROSY  STARLING 

Surf  Scoter  (females  only) 

GREATER  SHORT-TOED  LARK 

WOODCHAT  SHRIKE 

European  Honey-buzzard* 

WOODLARK 

EUROPEAN  SERIN 

MONTAGU’S  HARRIER 

Richard’s  Pipit* 

Common  Rosefmch 

ROUGH-LEGGEDBUZZARD 

TAWNY  PIPIT 

CIRLBUNTING 

Eurasian  Hobby* 

WATER  PIPIT 

ORTOLAN  BUNTING* 

Common  Crane* 

COMMONNIGHTINGALE 

LITTLE  BUNTING 

STONE-CURLEW 

CETTE  S WARBLER 

KEY 


A dispensation  has  been  granted  to  the  Local  Recorders  in  Shetland  & Orkney  that  records  of 
species  marked  withan  asterisk  can  be  accepted  at  their  discretion  without  full  written  descrip- 
tions. A similar  dispensation  has  been  granted  to  the  Argyll  Local  Recorder  in  respect  of  Balearic 
Shearwater. 

A dispensation  has  been  granted  to  the  Local  Recorders  in  Shetland  & Orkney  that  records  of 
underlined  species  can  be  adjudicated  locally. 

Changes  to  this  list  from  that  in  2001  are  the  addition  of  Black-crowned  Night  Heron,  American  Wigeon  and  Rosy  Star- 
ling, which  were  previously  examined  by  the  British  Birds  Rarities  Committee  (BBRC).  Records  of  the  ‘Caspian’  race  of 
Herring  Gull  cachinnans,  are  now  being  examined  by  BBRC. 

All  ‘new’  pre-1950  records  of  species  appearing  on  the  BBRC  List,  require  to  be  accepted  by  SBRC. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  all  records  of  subspecies  recorded  in  Scotland  on  twenty  or  fewer  occasions,  should  be  examined 
by  either  BBRC  or  SBRC. 


List  of  subsnecies  recorded  in  Scotland  on  20  or  fewer  occasions 

Red-necked  Grebe 

(American) 

Podiceps  grisegena  holboellii 

Great  Cormorant 

(Continental) 

Phalacrocorax  carbo  sinensis 

Snow  Goose  * 

(Greater) 

Anser  caerulescens  atlanticus 

Brent  Goose  * 

(Black  Brant) 

Branta  bemicla  nigricans 

Black  Scoter  * 

(American) 

Melanitta  nigra  americana 

Whimbrel  * 

(Hudsonian) 

Numenius  phaeopus  hudsonicus 

Herring  GuU* 

(American) 

Larus  argentatus  smithsonianus 

Little  Auk 

(Franz  Josef  Land) 

Alle  alle  polaris 

Barn  Owl 

(Dark-breasted) 

Tyto  alba  guttata 

Yellow  Wagtail 

(Sykes’s) 

Motacilla  flava  beema 

Yellow  Wagtail  * 

(Black-headed) 

Motacilla  flava  feldegg 

Yellow  Wagtail 

(Eastern  Blue-headed) 

Motacilla  flava  simillima 

Common  Nightingale  * 

(Eastern) 

Luscinia  megarhynchos  hafizi 

Common  Redstart  * 

(Ehrenberg’s) 

Phoenicurus  phoenicurus  samamisicus 

Arctic  Redpoll  * 

(Homemann’s) 

Carduelis  hornemanni  hornemanni 

Yellowhammer 

(Continental) 

Emberiza  citrinella  citrinella 

* Records  of  these  subspecies  are  examined  by  BBRC.  Records  of  all  others  should  be  submitted  to  SBRC. 


UPPER  CASE  (BLOCK  CAPITALS); 
SBRC  would  prefer  to  receive  all  records  if 
a local  committee  exists  but  should  be  sent 
to  SBRC  if  there  is  no  local  committee. 


Lower  case:  These  should  normally  be  dealt  with 
locally  if  a local  records  committee  exists,  but 
should  be  submitted  to  SBRC  if  there  is  no  local 
committee. 


R.D.Murray  [Ed.] 
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All  potential  new  taxa  for  the  Scottish  List  require  to  be  accepted  by  either  the  BBRC  (and  BOURC  if  new  for  Britain)  or 
the  SBRC.  The  Secretary  of  SBRC  can  advise  Local  Recorders/  observers  of  the  correct  procedure  for  each  particular 
taxon  involved. 

Committee  Membership 

It  is  with  much  regret  that  we  record  the  death  on  24*  February  2002  of  Bruce  Forrester  (an  obituary  will  appear  in  Scottish 
Birds).  An  annoimcement  has  already  appeared  (Scottish  Bird  News)  requesting  nominations  to  replace  Bruce.  In  October 
2001  we  welcomed  Richard  Schofield  onto  the  committee  to  replace  Dave  Clugston  who  retired  by  rotation.  Dave  made 
many  valuable  contributions  to  SBRC  during  his  seven  years  of  membership,  not  least  as  Chairman  since  1 999.  Ian  Andrews 
took  over  from  Dave  as  Chairman.  The  present  voting  members  of  the  committee  are  Ian  Andrews  (Chairman),  Colin  Crooke, 
Martin  Gray,  Dougie  Dickson,  Roger  Riddington  and  Richard  Schofield.  In  addition  Ron  Forrester  is  the  non-voting 
Secretary  and  Bob  McGowan  is  the  committee’s  Museum  Consultant. 

Ronald  W Forrester,  Secretary,  Scottish  Birds  Records  Committee 
The  Gables,  Eastlands  Road,  Rothesay,  Isle  of  Bute  PA20  9JZ 
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Species  List  for  2000 

Red-throated  Diver  Gavia  stellata 

Winter/Spring:  50  St.Cyrus  NE,  50  Kinnaber  A&D,  44  L.Ryan  D&G,  32  Gosford  Bay  L,  15  Naim/Culbin  Bars 
M&N,  12  Whiteness/Skeld  Shet  & 10  Widewall  Bay  Ork  in  Jan;  120  Ardmore  Point  Clyde,  82  Ballantrae- 
Balkenna  shore  Ayr,  62  Don/Ythan  NE,  20  Ardrossan-Troon  Ayr,  15  L.Ryan  D&G  & 15  Dunglass  B in  Mar; 
182  Balgownie  NE,  98  Greenock- Wemyss  Bay  Clyde,  92  Cruden  Bay  NE,  61  L.Indaal,  Islay  Arg,  54  Gullane 
Point  L & 46  Lunan  Bay  A&D  in  Apr. 

Movements:  32S  Tumberry  Point  Ayr  8 Jan;  100  Cove  NE  on  29  Apr;  25N  Aird  an  Runair,  North  Uist  OH 
16-24  May;  9N  Wats  Ness  Shet  29  May.  First  on  territory:  Forth  Feb  28;  Shet  9 Mar  & Ork  19  Mar. 

Breeding:  Breeding  in  Shetland  was  earlier  than  usual  due  to  good  weather  and  high  water  levels.  In  4 monitoring  areas 
there  was  a marked  decline  in  the  number  of  successful  pairs  from  48  to  34  pairs,  the  lowest  figure  since  1980,  well  below 
the  average  for  the  period.  The  severe  storm  of  12-13  Jun  was  destructive  with  many  losing  eggs.  The  timing  of  the  storms 
was  too  late  for  re-lays.  The  MBS  was  1.31,  slightly  below  the  mean  of  1.36.  Elsewhere  on  Shetland  success  was  also 
below  ’99  levels  except  on  Foula  where  3 nests  finished  up  underwater  after  the  storm.  80  sites  on  Orkney  had  MBP  0.59/ 
site,  above  the  mean  of  0.52.  Numbers  were  up  on  Hoy  but  productivity  down.  12prs  Rum  reared  5 young  while  4prs  Handa 
fledged  6 young.  Based  on  Mavor  et  al.  2001,  Seabird  numbers  & breeding  success  in  Britain  & Ireland,  2000,  JNCC. 
Shet  43prs  attempted,  c.30  were  successful,  the  overall  number  of  successful  pairs  in  the  study  areas  was  the 
lowest  on  record,  in  addition  the  breeding  success  was  below  average  with  good  success  Whalsay,  average 
Hermaness  & Fetlar  but  poor  on  Foula;  Ork  66prs,  50%  failed  - 15  at  the  egg  stage  & 7 at  the  chick  stage,  33prs 
went  on  to  rear  35  chicks;  OHeb  4prs  Lewis,  14prs  North  Uist  & 18prs  in  part  of  South  Uist;  M&N  pr  at  one 
site,  single  at  other,  outcomes  unknown;  NE  pr  laid  c/2  but  failed;  Forth  noted  3 sites,  juv  seen  in  Jul;  Bord  1 
Talla  Res.  in  Apr;  Arg  4prs  on  rafts  Ederline  area  but  only  br2  known  to  fledge,  brl  noted  Islay,  also  prs  at  3 
sites  Mull  & 1 site  Colonsay;  Clyde  Is  br2  reared  Bute;  Clyde  pair  did  not  breed  Renfrewshire,  but  brl  fledged 
West  Stirlingshire. 

Autumn/Winter:  Movements  - 8 IS  Rubha  Ardvule,  South  Uist  OH  on  9 dates  31  Aug-9  Oct;  55  Peterhead  NE 
12  Sep;  34S  Frenchman’s  Rocks,  Islay  Arg  18  Sep.  Large-scale  movement  21-25  Sep  with  272S  Tumberry  Pt., 
153S/4N  and  69S  Fife  Ness  F,  44  Sumburgh  Head  Shet,  20S  at  St.Abbs  Head  B and  15E  Lossiemouth  M&N; 
37  Machrihanish  Arg  and  20  Frenchman’s  Rocks  2 Oct;  32  Balevullich,  Tiree  Arg  4-11  Oct;  39  Machrihanish 
10  Oct;  22S  Troon  29  Oct;. 

Best  counts:  12  Sound  of  Gigha  Arg  in  Jul;  33  Ythan/Balmedie  NE  in  Aug;  133  Eden  Est.,  82  Lossiemouth- 
Kingston  M&N  and  27  Sound  of  Harris  OH  in  Sep;  82  Scapa  Flow  Ork,  54  Montrose  Bay  A&D,  35  L.Ryan, 
32  Portobello  L,  24  Ardmore  Point  & 21  L.Indaal  in  Nov;  58  Maidens  shore  Ayr,  47  Irvine  Bay  Ayr,  14  Borve 
area  Benbecula  OH  & 10  Dunglass  in  Dec. 


Black-throated  Diver  Gavia  arctica 

Winter/Spring:  Mostly  1-2  birds  but  6 Findhom  Bay  M&N  in  Jan;  9 Waulkmill  Bay  Ork  in  Feb;  51  Balkenna 
Ayr,  35  L.Coalisport,  Arg,  10  Ruddon’s  Pt.  F in  Mar;  65  Tumberry  shore  Ayr,  65  Balkenna,  57  Sound  of  Gigha 
Arg,  19  Skipness  Bay  Arg  in  Apr;  8 The  Braighe,  Lewis  OH  7 in  May/Jun. 

First  back  on  territory  OHeb  17  Mar;  Forth  22  Mar;  P&K  1 Apr. 

Breeding:  93  sites  were  checked,  with  83  occupied  and  41  fledging  young  with  MBP  0.49.  OHeb  2prs  failed 
Lewis,  present  5 sites  North  Uist,  1 site  Benbecula  & 2 sites  South  Uist  but  no  young  seen  anywhere:  NE 
present  2 sites  but  no  evidence  of  breeding:  A&D  although  outwith  main  range  prs  seen  on  3 waters  in  summer; 
P&K  present  3 sites,  imm  in  Sep  may  have  been  locally  bred;  Forth  noted  3 sites  Trossachs  but  no  success; 
Arg  noted  9 sites  with  confirmed  breeding  at  8 sites,  2 on  natural  and  6 on  rafts,  only  3 young  hatched  all  of 
which  fledged  successfully;  Clyde  nest  West  Stirlingshire  but  no  evidence  of  success;  D&G  pr  reared  brl. 
Autumn/Winter:  Movements:  6 Tomess  L 24  Sep  & IIS  Fife  Ness  F 8 Oct. 

6 Homish,  N.Uist  OH  in  Aug;  36  Applecross  Bay  H in  Sep;  19  The  Reef,  Lewis  OH  in  Oct;  54  Scapa  Flow 
Ork  in  Nov;  7 Tumberry  Bay,  7 Garrick  Point,  Bute  Clyde  Is  & 5 The  Braighe  in  Dec. 


Great  Northern  Diver  Gavia  immer 

Winter/Spring:  47  Skeld  shore  Shet,  43  Sound  of  Taransay  OH  & 42  Tiree  coast  Arg  in  Jan;  63  North  Nesting 
shore  Shet,  50  L.Coalisport,  Arg  & 34  West  L.Tarbert  Arg  in  Feb;  82  Bay  of  Sandoyne  Ork,  65  Balivanich, 
Benbecula-South  Bay,  South  Uist  OH,  65  Mull  coasts  Arg  & 33  Kennedy’s  Pass  Ayr  in  Mar;  121  Howmore 
shore.  South  Uist  OH,  96  L.Indaal,  Islay  Arg,  44  Hynish  Bay,  Tiree  Arg  & 37  Kettlaness,  Burray  Shet  in  Apr; 
1 27  Sound  of  Barra  OH  & 58  Balivanich  area  OH  in  May. 


R.D.Murray  [Ed.] 
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Movement  - IIN  Rubha  Ardvule,  South  Uist  OH  21  Apr. 

The  flock  at  Deer/Shapinsay  Sounds  Ork  built  up  from  68  in  Jan  to  82  in  Mar  but  then  took  off  to  178  on  30 
Apr,  peaked  at  375  on  3 May  but  had  dropped  to  220  by  8 May. 

Summer:  1-4  present  Jun-Aug  at  c.5  sites  Shet,  4 sites  Ork  & ‘many’  places  OHeb.  Max  counts  include  6 Sound 
of  Gigha  Arg  in  Jun;  6 Gunna  Sound,  Coll  Arg  & 5 Linklet  Bay,  North  Ronaldsay  Ork  in  Jul 
AutumnAVinter:  118S  Rubha  Ardvule  on  10  dates  from  30  Aug-15  Oct  with  64S  Griminish  Pt.,  North  Uist  OH 
on  10  dates  between  2-3 1 Oct.  55  Egilsay  Ork  in  Oct;  411  Scapa  Flow  Ork  (30%  down  on  ’98),  98  Quantemess 
Ork,  38  Bressay  Sound  Shet  «fe  30  Hynish  Bay  in  Nov;  31  Gruinard  Bay  H & 23  L.Ewe  H & 6 Kennedy’s  Pass 
Ayr  in  Dec. 

Poor  year  Firth  of  Forth  & E.  coast  with  only  c.20  records  Fife,  c.  14  Loth,  6 A&D  & 4 Bord  with  best  counts  of 
4 Rattray  Head  NE  in  Apr,  7 Spey  Bay  M&N  & 4 St. Fergus  NE  in  May. 


* Yellow-billed  Diver  (White-billed  Diver)  Gavia  adamsii 

Winter/Spring:  1 Papa  Westray  Ork  12  Jan- 16  Feb;  ad  South  Nesting  Bay  Shet  24-25  Apr;  P*-s  L.na  Keal,  Mull 
Arg  21  May;  ad  N Rapness  Sound,  Westray  Ork  30  May. 

These,  the  only  British  records  in  2000  included  the  5'*  records  for  Argyll  & the  20'^ -2  T' for  Orkney 


* Pied-billed  Grebe  Podilymbus  podiceps 

Spring:  1 L.Oscaig,  Alchitibuie  H 24-25  Apr.  The  first  record  for  Highland. 


Little  Grebe  Tachybaptus  ruficollis 

Winter/Spring:  On  sea  - 42  Outer  L.Etive  Arg,  12  Findhom  Bay  M&N,  8 Skinflats  Forth  & 4 Port  Laing  F in 
Jan;  5 Kingston  M&N  & 4 Lossie  Est.  M&N  in  Feb;  1-2  birds  also  noted  Naim  harbour  M&N,  Fife  Ness  F & 
Dalmeny  L.  1 Bummouth  B 29  Apr  was  late  for  a marine  record. 

On  rivers  - 10  noted  R.Tweed  B in  Jan/Feb;  12  R.Clyde  at  Lamington  Clyde  in  Jan;  7 S.Esk  A&D  in  Feb; 

On  lochs  - 17  Cally  L.  D&G,  13  L.Faskally  P&K,  12  Bogside  Ayr,  12  Dunalistair  Res.  P&K  & 10  Douglas 
Water  Pool  Clyde  in  Jan;  14  L.of  Stenness  Ork  in  Feb. 

Breeding:  Shet  1 lingered  L.of  Spiggie  & Brow  into  Jul;  Ork  prs  at  Graemeshall  L.  & Echnaloch  each  reared 
br2,  2prs  Mill  Dam,  Shapinsay  probably  bred;  OHeb  2prs  Bemeray,  6prs  at  5 sites  North  Uist,  17prs  at  11  sites 
Benbecula,  18prs  at  15  sites  South  Uist;  M&N  23prs  at  18  sites,  with  confirmed  breeding  at  10  sites,  max  5prs 
L.Loy;  NE  breeding  confirmed  at  7 sites;  A&D  present  10  sites;  P&K  present  15  sites  with  confirmed  breeding 
at  7 sites;  Fife  c.37prs  at  22  sites  with  19prs  rearing  26br48  young  at  11  sites  with  8prs  Kilconquhar  L.  manag- 
ing 12br27;  Forth  6 sites;  Bord  27prs  at  24  sites  with  20br39,  MBS  1.95;  Arg  prs  at  13  sites  including  3prs 
Islay,  2prs  Colonsay  & Ipr  Mull;  Clyde  lllprs  at  68  sites  with  c.39br77,  MBS  c.1.98;  Ayr  26prs  seen  13  sites 
with  13br26  (MBS  2.0),  best  site  was  Trabboch  L.  with  5prs;  D&G  llprs  bred  at  5 sites  with  6prs  Mersehead. 
First  juvs  seen  Fife  7 Jun;  Clyde  29  Jun;  Bord  1 Jul;  Ork  5 Jul.  Seeming  total  failure  of  early  broods  in  Bord. 
AutumnAVinter:  Post-breeding  assemblies:  36  Hogganfield  L.  Clyde,  28  Carriston  Res.  F,  25  Cameron  Res.  F 
& 25  Linlithgow  Loch  L in  Aug;  41  Kilconquhar  L.,  25  L.Moraig  P&K,  19  Folly  L.  B,  18  Carlingwark  L. 
D&G,  17  L.na  Bo,  16  Findhom  Bay,  14  Trabboch  L.  & 12  Monikie  A&D  in  Sep;  12  Forfar  L.  A&D,  12  Lurgies 
A&D  & 12  Haddo  NE  in  Oct. 

On  sea  - 1 1 L.Sween  Arg  in  Oct;  9 Eden  Est.  F in  Nov;  37  Outer  L.Etive,  17  Findhom  Bay,  12  Hunterston  Ayr,  10 
Skinflats,  7 Kingston  & 4 Port  Laing  in  Dec.  1-2  birds  noted  Naim,  Inverkeithing  Bay  F,  Skinflats  & Bummouth, 
On  rivers  - 7 noted  Tweed  in  Nov/Dec;  13  Clyde  Est.  Clyde  in  Dec. 

On  lochs  - 14  L.of  Stenness  Ork,  1 1 L.Monzievard  P&K,  1 1 Duddingston  L.  L,  8 L.Ore  F in  Nov;  20  Bogside, 
17Lamington,  16L.Lubnaig-DochartForth,  15 DunahstairRes.,  14Mersehead,  13 Linlithgow L.,  lOLinkswood 
P.  F & 7 L.na  Bo  in  Dec. 


Sites 

Pairs 

Broods 

Young 

MBS 

Sites  Pairs 

Broods 

Young  MBS 

Shet 

1 

_ 

Fife 

22 

37 

26 

48 

- 

Orkney 

2 

4 

2 

4 

2.00 

Lothian 

11 

>24 

14 

25 

1.80 

OHeb 

33 

43 

6 

_ 

- 

Borders 

24 

37 

20 

39 

1.95 

M&N 

18 

23 

10 

- 

- 

Argyll 

13 

>13 

- 

- 

- 

NE 

7 

>7 

_ 

Clyde 

68 

111 

39 

77 

1.99 

A&D 

10 

>10 

- 

- 

- 

Ayr 

13 

26 

13 

26 

2.00 

P&K 

17 

>17 

7 

- 

D&G 

5 

11 

- 

- 

- 
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Great  Crested  Grebe  Podiceps  cristatus 


WeBS  & peaks 

J 

F 

M 

N.Forth  F 

117 

27 

2 

Dalmeny  L 

- 

4 

12 

Portobello  L 

36 

1 

3 

Musselburgh  L 

4 

2 

7 

Clyde  Est  Clyde 

100 

21 

68 

N.Solway  D&G 

352 

239 

49 

L.Ryan  D&G 

76 

22 

- 

A 

M 

J 

J 

A 

S 

O 

N 

D 

16 

4 

5 

10 

18 

14 

28 

59 

29 

- 

- 

8 

- 

115 

52 

- 

- 

- 

5 

2 

- 

- 

9 

56 

- 

- 

48 

2 

2 

1 

24 

89 

84 

91 

21 

11 

29 

17 

10 

44 

129 

105 

54 

131 

124 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

123 

108 

- 

- 

- 

87 

- 

202 

147 

95 

21 

Winter/Spring:  High  counts  include:  1 19  Silverknowes  L,  76  L.Ryan  D&G,  60  Inverkeithing  Bay  F,  23  Black- 
ness Forth,  22  Kinneil  Forth,  16  Rough  Firth  D&G,  15  Ferryhills  F,  14  St.Cyrus  NE  & 8 Wigtown  Bay  D&G 
in  Jan;  48  Finlaystone  Point  Clyde  & 25+  Dalgety  Bay  shore  F in  Feb;  49  Ardmore  Point  Clyde  in  Mar. 

1-3  on  freshwater  during  Jan/Feb  at  5 sites  P&K,  3 sites  Fife  & Clyde.  Max  18  Castle  L.  D&G  in  Mar. 

2 Embo  H,  2 Inverness  Firth  H & 1 Dornoch  H in  Jan  with  1 L.of  Sabiston  Ork  22-23  Mar  where  unusual. 
Return  to  territory  from:  Clyde  9 Feb;  A&D  3 Mar;  Bord  5 Mar;  Fife  7 Mar;  NE  12  Mar. 

Breeding:  M&N  1 L.Spynie  did  not  find  a mate;  NE  bred  L.of  Strathbeg  where  4 young  were  seen;  A&D  noted 
at  4 sites;  P&K  c.84prs  noted  8 sites  with  c.50prs  L.Leven,  14prs  Clunie  L.  & 14prs  Marlee  L.;  Fife  46prs  at  17 
sites  managed  to  just  fledge  young  at  2 sites;  Bord  present  just  4 sites;  Clyde  Is  present  3 sites  Bute;  Clyde 
34prs  at  24  sites  reared  12br25;  Ayr  bred  2 sites;  D&G  bred  7 sites.  First  young  Bord  15  Jun;  Clyde  6 Jul. 

Autumn/Winter:  Post-breeding  assemblies 
were  rather  small  this  year  with:  15  Cameron 
Res.  F,  14  L.of  Strathbeg  & 13  Marlee  L.  in 
Jul;  39  L.of  Lowes  P&K  & 17  Lindores  L.  F 
in  Aug. 

Best  flocks:  37  Blackness  L,  30+  Auchencaim 
Bay  D&G  and  20  Forth  Est.  Forth  in  Sep; 
60  Lunan  Bay  A&D  during  Oct;  131  L.Leven, 
1 24  Mersehead  D&G,  92  Caerlaverock  D&G, 
14  Barr  L.  Clyde  & 13  Gartmom  Forth  in 
Nov;  37  Kinneil  in  Dec. 

Few  on  freshwater  sites  in  Dec  but  9 birds  at  3 sites  Clyde,  8 at  Linlithgow  L.  L but  just  1 seen  Forth  & Fife. 


Sites 

Pairs 

Broods 

Failed 

Fledged 

MBS 

MBP 

NE 

1 

1 

1 

1 

4 

4.0 

- 

A&D 

4 

8 

1 

1 

2 

- 

- 

P&K 

8 

84 

- 

>2 

- 

- 

- 

Fife 

17 

46 

36 

10 

21 

2.1 

0.45 

Forth 

13 

20 

- 

4 

8 

2.0 

0.40 

Loth 

4 

5 

3 

- 

7 

2.3 

1.40 

Bord 

4 

6 

- 

2 

4 

2.0 

0.75 

Clyde 

24 

34 

- 

12 

25 

2.0 

- 

Ayr 

2 

3 

1 

2 

3 

1.5 

1.00 

D&G 

7 

12 

- 

3 

7 

2.3 

0.58 

Winter/Spring:  The  Firth  of  Forth  remains 
the  main  wintering  resort  but  birds  were 
unusually  scarce  on  the  northern  shore  in 
2000.  In  Fife  there  were  only  three  large 
counts:  12  N.Forth  WeBS  F in  Mar;  4 Lower 
Largo  F 13  Feb;  4 Ruddon’s  Pt.  F 30  Mar. 
Elsewhere  1-7  Holm  Sound  Ork  Jan-Mar; 
4 L.Ryan  D&G  17  Mar;  with  1-2  birds  Cat 
Firth  Shet,  Lunna  Shet,  Deer  Sound  Ork,  Graemeshall  Bay  Ork,  L.Bee,  South  Uist  OH,  Kingston  M&N, 
Kinnaird  Head  NE,  Embo  H,  L.Indaal,  Islay  Arg  in  Jan;  Scalloway  Shet  & Piramill,  Arran  Clyde  Is  in  Feb; 
Ardmore  Point  Clyde  & Sound  of  Gigha  Arg  in  Mar. 

Breeding:  Bord  only  a single  Lindean  Res.  on  3 dates  in  Apr,  the  last  of  the  long-running  pair  that  had  appeared 
annually  since  1987;  Clyde  singles  Aird  Meadow  3 Jun  & Bambeth  P.  17-22  Jun. 

AutumnAVinter:  Juvenile  birds  attended  by  adults  continue  to  appear  in  late  summer:  4ad+br2  Ruddon’s  Pt.on 
20  Aug;  lad+br2  Fife  Ness  F 4 Sep,  all  presumably  fledged  young  dispersing  away  from  Scandinavia. 

The  scarcity  of  birds  wintering  on  the  Fife  shore  of  the  Forth  continued  with  4 Ruddon’s  Pt.  12  Oct  the  only 
count  exceeding  3 birds.  Elsewhere:  10  Scapa  Flow  Ork  in  Nov  was,  by  far,  the  best  count.  Otherwise  numbers 
were  low  with  1-2  birds  noted  at  6 sites  in  Ork  Aug-Dec;  Meikle  L.  NE  & Lunan  Bay  A&D  in  Aug;  Peterhead 
NE,  Ardmore  Point,  Goosepools  F & St.  Abbs  Head  B in  Sep;  Rattray  Head  NE,  Goosepools  & L.Ken  D&G  in 
Oct;  Grutness  Shet,  Vassa  Voe  Shet,  Gletness  Shet,  Burghead  Bay  M&N,  Barry  Buddon  A&D,  Prestwick  Ayr, 
Lunna  Arg  & Parklea  Clyde  in  Nov;  L.Spynie  M&N  & St.Andrews  Bay  F in  Dec. 


Red-necked  Grebe  Podiceps  grisegena 


Max  counts 

J 

F 

M 

A 

M 

J 

J 

A 

S 

o 

N 

D 

Aberlady  L 

2 

4 

8 

4 

1 

0 

1 

0 

2 

5 

6 

1 

Gosford  L 

6 

1 

21 

3 

2 

0 

10 

19 

25 

- 

- 

Musselburgh 

4 

2 

2 

0 

1 

0 

0 

2 

2 

3 

2 

1 

N&W  Isles 

9 

8 

5 

1 

- 

. 

- 

1 

2 

2 

14 

1 

N&  NE  Scot 

3 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

3 

1 

1 

3 

1 

E/C  Scot 

6 

7 

12 

3 

- 

- 

- 

10 

10 

5 

- 

4 

SEScot 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

W&SW 

1 

1 

2 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- 

- 
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Sites 

J 

F 

M 

A 

S 

O 

N 

D 

Shet  sites 

31 

15 

1 

3 

1 

2 

19 

5 

Ork  sites 

15 

52 

36 

9 

23 

86 

22 

Burghead  Bay  M&N 

5 

1 

1 

- 

- 

14 

14 

nc 

Eden  Est.  F 

7 

2 

15 

19 

20 

27 

15 

0 

N.Forth  F 

6 

5 

19 

25 

3 

5 

4 

8 

Ruddon’s  Pt.  F 

8 

8 

35 

36 

1 

3 

3 

4 

Musselburgh  L 

26 

25 

42 

31 

11 

31 

40 

34 

Gosford  Bay  L 

48 

62 

30 

34 

3 

- 

- 

9 

Aberlady-Gullane  L 

0 

5 

9 

3 

0 

0 

4 

1 

L.Indaal  Arg 

25 

- 

37 

14 

22 

21 

21 

Qyde  Est.  Clyde 

9 

34 

30 

3 

- 

- 

2 

11 

L.Ryan  D&G 

24 

7 

12 

- 

5 

7 

19 

7 

Slavonian  Grebe  Podiceps  auritus 
Winter/Spring:  30  Whiteness-Skeld  shore 
Shet,  13  Sandoyne  Ork  and  9 Stairhaven 
D&G  during  Jan;  33  Sound  of  Taransay  OH, 

3 1 Ardmore  Point  Clyde,  24  S wanbister  Ork, 

15  Rova  Head-Gletness  Shet,  14  Dornoch  H 
& 12  Waulkmill  Ork  22  Feb;  30  Inganess 
Bay  Ork,  16  Cardross  Clyde  & 8 Balgarva, 

South  Uist  OH  in  Mar;  44  Sound  of  Gigha 
Arg,  23  Goosepools  F,  15  St. Andrews  Bay 
F & 1 5 Sound  of  Taransay  in  Apr. 

Last  Shet  8 Apr;  Arg  25  Apr;  Ork  26  Apr; 

NE  30  Apr. 

Breeding:  M&N  noted  at  2 sites  but  success  at  just  1 site  where  3prs  reared  3 juvs  (13prs  reared  10  young  at  4 
sites  in  ’91);  Forth/Clyde  1 Carron  Valley  Res.  in  Jul;  Clyde  single  Barr  Loch  & Aird  Meadow  during  Mar;  1- 
2 Hogganfield  Loch  in  Mar  & Apr. 

Numbers  continued  to  decline  with  37  breeding  pairs  (41)  on  15  sites  (24)  now  at  their  lowest  level  since  monitoring 
started  in  the  1970s.  Paradoxically  productivity  was  the  highest  ever  recorded  at  1 .06/territorial  pair,  31  pairs  fledging  33 
young,  the  most  reared  in  any  year  since  1995  when  58  pairs  bred.  The  reduction  in  the  number  of  sites  mean  that  the 
surviving  breeders  are  becoming  more  concentrated.  Loch  Ruthven  retains  its  status  as  the  top  site  with  14  pairs  rearing 
a record  22  young.  Only  2 other  lochs  held  more  than  one  pair.  The  warm  and  calm  summer  may  have  helped  to  boost 
chick  survival.  The  cause  of  the  decline  is  unclear  but  other  areas  in  Europe  on  the  southern  edge  of  this  species  ’ range  are 
also  showing  declines.  Benn  et  al.  (2002)  Slavonian  Grebe  Newsletter  2000  & Rare  Birds  Breeding  Panel. 

AutumnAVinter:  Return  Arg  8 Aug;  Fife  26  Aug;  OHeb  28  Aug;  D&G  10  Sep;  Shet  30  Sep;  Ork  6 Oct. 

41  L.Ashie  H & 26  L.Ruthven  H in  Sep;  1 inland  on  L.Ascog,  Bute  Clyde  Is  22-23  Oct  was  unusual. 

27  Goosepools,  12  Inganess  Bay  & 7 Poolewe  H in  Oct;  74  Scapa  Flow  Ork  & 8 Sullom  Voe  Shet  in  Nov;  41 
Sound  of  Taransay,  9 Sound  of  Gigha  & 7 Ardmore-Cardross  in  Dec. 


Black-necked  Grebe  Podiceps  nigricollis 

Winter/Spring:  2 L.Ryan  D&G  to  17  Mar;  1 Silverknowes  L 13  Jan;  1 West  Voe  of  Sumburgh  Shet  16  Feb;  2 
Ruddon’s  Pt.  F 28  Mar  with  singles  there  6 & 15  Apr;  1 Meikle  L.  NE  31  May. 

First  on  territory  Fife  19  Mar;  A&D  & Bord  25  Mar;  P&K  27  Mar. 

Breeding:  A&D  max  4 Kinnordy  21  Apr,  juvs  seen  23  May  but  presence  of  Otters  caused  disturbance  and  last 
1 seen  15  Jun;  P&K  max  9 at  usual  site  1 May  with  3prs  (2  ON)  14  May,  although  both  pairs  hatched  young, 
none  survived;  Fife  2prs  fledged  4 young  with  an  additional  pair  building  but  failing  to  lay,  young  first  seen  1 1 
Jul,  last  seen  14  Sep;  Bord  pr  at  one  site  remained  to  10  Aug  but  was  not  confirmed  to  have  bred,  2prs  noted  at 
the  other  sites  with  br3  on  26  Jul  & 4 large  juvs  15-20  Aug  suggesting  both  prs  bred,  juvs  last  seen  16  Sep. 
AutumnAVinter:  1 L.of  Strathbeg  NE  22-23  Aug;  1 L.Ryan  from  10  Sep  to  end  Dec;  1 Pimmill,  Arran  Clyde  Is 
21  Oct;  1 Aberlady  L 5 Nov;  1 Crombie  A&D  12-17  Dec;  1 St. Abbs  Head  B 16-26  Dec. 

Photo:  Feb  Shet  bird:  see  Birding  Scotland  3 (2)  cover  & Shetland  Bird  Report  2000  frontispiece. 


Northern  Fulmar  (Fulmar)  Fulmarus  glacialis 

Breeding:  There  were  overall  increases  in  Shetland  and  North  Sea  coast  colonies  in  2000.  There  were  increases  in  all 


monitoring  plots  on  Shetland  although  only  that  at  Troswick  Ness  was  significant.  Longer  term  monitoring  however 
showed  large  decreases  since  the  mid-1990s  in  many  colonies  with  Fair  Isle  declining  by  52%  since  1996  while  Foula 


dropped  by  55%.  4 of  5 Orkney  colonies  also  showed  in- 
creases, 2 at  significant  levels.  Trends  were  more  diverse 
on  western  Scotland  coasts  with  increases  and  decreases 
in  different  areas.  There  was  a 22%  increase  at  Forvie 
while  the  Isle  of  May  increased  by  18%.  Firth  of  Forth 
colonies  also  increased  while  numbers  at  St.Abbs  Head 
were  stable. 

Productivity  was  low  at  Tantallon  (0.25)  & St.Abbs  (0.20), 
although  much  better  than  in  1999  while  North  Sutor  at 
0.34  had  the  best  success  since  1994.  Success  increased 


OAS  plots 

SW 

NW 

Shet 

NE 

SE 

1999 

533 

1086 

2757 

367 

1756 

2000 

571 

1028 

2977 

393 

1950 

% change 

+7.1 

-5.3 

+8.0 

+7.1 

+11.0 

Productivity 

1996 

1997 

1998 

1999 

2000 

Shetland 

0.49 

0.45 

0.49 

0.39 

0.46 

Orkney 

0.48 

0.36 

0.34 

0.49 

0.44 

N Scotland 

0.53 

0.30 

0.20 

0.11 

0.34 

NW  Scotland 

0.36 

0.39 

0.43 

0.33 

0.37 

SE  Scotland 

0.43 

0.33 

0.18 

0.25 

0.27 

slightly  higher  on  Shetland  and  slightly  lower  on  Orkney  but  poorer  on  Handa  ( 0.39),  St.Kilda  ( 0.24)  & Ailsa  Craig  ( 0.53). 


Based  on  Mayor  et  al.  2001,  Seabird  numbers  & breeding  success  in  Britain  & Ireland,  2000,  JNCC. 
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Shet  changes  were  generally  positive  but  only  at  Troswick  Head  (+8.6%)  was  the  population  change  signifi- 
cant, Foula  was  censused  at  21,100  AOS,  a 55%  decline  since  the  last  census  in  1987  (46,800),  the  breeding 
season  was  reasonably  good  with  rising  productivity;  Fair  Is  a massive  53%  decrease  over  ’96  census  to 
20,424  AOS,  also  a 19.2%  increase  (from  ’99)  in  productivity  with  MBP  0.45;  Ork  285prs  Papa  Westray,  163 
Holm  of  Papa  Westray,  49  nests  Gairsay,  68  nests  Hunda;  OHeb  above  average  chick  count  of  954  Uig,  Lewis 
(mean  881);  M&N  569  OAS  at  4 sites  in  ’98  had  risen  to  444  AOS  with  the  largest  increase  at  Covesea;  P&K 
3 on  Benarty  Crags,  L.Leven;  Forth  Is  1,676  AOS,  a 13%  increase  over  ’99  counts  included  a 72%  rise  on 
Inchcolm  & 1 8%  rise  at  Is  of  May,  the  season  was  quite  poor  however  with  MBP  0.37  on  Is  of  May;  Bord  1 , 146 
AONs  on  whole  of  Berwickshire  coast,  an  8%  decrease  from  last  census  in  ’87,  but  virtually  stable  274  AONs 
St.Abbs  Head  (277  in  ‘99)  where  productivity  was  much  improved  at  0.20  (0.10  in  ’99);  Arg  1,957  AOS  Islay 
coast,  1,078  AONs  Treshnish  Is,  stable  500  AONs  Sanda  Is.  where  success  was  good,  & 50  AOS  Jura  coast; 
Clyde  Is  Cumbraes  - lOprs  Doughend  Point  reared  3 young  while  13prs  Ravenscraig  had  5 young;  Ayr  44  AOS 
at  2 sites.  First  egg  Is  of  May  21  May. 

Passage:  600/hr  CalaichPt.,  Mull  Arg  13  Jun;  3, 200N  Peterhead  NE  11  Jul;  1,932  Ardmore  Point  Clyde  (3hrs) 
8 Aug  with  2,827  (2  hrs)ll  Aug;  1,500/hr  Strathlene  M&N,  410/hr  Eyemouth  B,  227/hr  Lossiemouth  M&N  2 
Sep;  2,000/hr  Brough  of  Birsay  Ork  7 Sep  with  1,910/hr  there  10  Sep;  max  1,218/hr  North  Ronaldsay  Ork  20 
Oct;  2,250S  Rubha  Ardvule,  South  Uist  OH  on  4 dates  12  Aug-22  Sep  (187/hr);  1,600S  Griminish  Pt.  North 
List  OH  (160.hr)  6-9  Sep. 

Other  records:  1,000  Lossiemouth  sewage  outfall  M&N  4 Mar;  1 dead  Frobost,  South  Uist  OH  5 Mar;  1 dead 
Caerlaverock  D&G  20  Mar;  1 Tarbet  Ness  H 13  Apr;  1 Glimps  Holm  Ork  18  Apr;  1 Fife  Ness  F 1 on  3 Sep 
with  2N  there  12  Sep;  1 Brough  of  Birsay  Ork  7 Sep  & 10  Sep. 


* Cory’s  Shearwater  Calonectris  diomedea 

Autumn:  IW  Lossiemouth  M&N  9 Jul;  1 Kinghom  Harbour  F 5-15  Sep;  1 Is  of  May  13  Sep. 

First  record  for  Moray  & Naim,  2^  record  for  Isle  of  May;  S'*' for  Shetland  & 19‘*'-20'*‘for  Fife. 

See  Proctor  (2001)  in  Moray  & Naim  Bird  Report  2000:  94  and  Lauder  & Shaw  (2000)  in  Is  of  May  Bird  Observatory  Report  2000:  38- 
39  for  accounts  of  records. 

[1998]  IS  Rubha  Ardvule,  South  Uist  OH  30  Aug  was  the  4‘*'  record  for  Outer  Hebrides. 


* Great  Shearwater  Puffinus  gravis 

Autunm:  a series  of  sightings  during  seismic  surveys  at  sea  150km  WNW  off  Foula  revealed  7 on  28  Aug,  2 on 
29  Aug,  2 on  30  Aug  & 1 on  3 1 Aug;  another  survey  ship  to  the  NW  off  Lewis  found  7 (5  & 2 singles)  on  28 
Aug;  1 8km  E of  Balta  Isle,  Unst  28  Aug;  18km  WNW  Foula  29  Aug  during  a pelagic  trip. 

IS  Griminish  Pt.,  North  Uist  OH  6 Sep;  1 Dennis  Head,  North  Ronaldsay  Ork  10  Sep;  1 Mull  Head,  Papa 
Westray  Ork  26  Oct.  12‘*'-13'*'  Orkney  records.  The  presence  of  ships  well  to  the  NW  of  Scotland  hints  that  this 
species  might  be  a more  regular  passage  migrant  than  land-based  observations  suggests. 


Sooty  Shearwater  Puffinus  griseus 

First  2 Auchmithie  A&D  3 Jun;  1 Eyemouth  B 26  Jun;  OHeb  & D&G  13-14  Jul;  NE  17  Jul;  Ork  19  Jul;  Fife, 
Shet  & Fair  Is  3-11  Aug. 


Jun 

Jul 

Aug 

Sep 

Oct 

Nov 

Total 

Shet 

- 

- 

19 

14 

- 

- 

33 

Fair  Isle 

- 

. 

2 

43 

3 

48 

Ork 

- 

2 

71+ 

449 

18 

2 

>542 

OHeb 

- 

>1 

22 

119 

>2 

- 

371 

High 

- 

- 

1 

8 

- 

- 

10 

M&N 

- 

- 

- 

6 

1 

- 

7 

NE 

- 

1 

>1 

141 

>1 

1 

>145 

A&D 

2 

1 

. 

1 

- 

1 

6 

Is  of  May 

- 

- 

- 

148 

- 

- 

148 

Fife 

- 

- 

15 

61 

- 

1 

77 

Bord 

1 

5 

4 

24 

- 

- 

34 

Loth 

- 

- 

- 

3 

- 

- 

3 

Arg 

- 

1 

104 

68 

9 

- 

182 

Ayr 

- 

- 

- 

2 

- 

2 

D&G 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

1 

Total 

3 

11 

139 

1088 

34 

5 

1610 

The  best  counts  were  192  Rubha  Ardvule,  South  Uist  OH 
on  16  dates  29  Jul- 14  Oct,  averaging  8/hr. 

21  at  continental  shelf-break  off  Lewis  OH  on  28  Aug; 
38  Machrihanish  Arg  and  10  off  Foula  Shet  on  29  Aug; 
7 1 Copinsay  Pass  Ork  3 1 Aug;  1 2 from  Kennacraig  ferry 
Arg  on  3 Sep;  15S  Machrihanish  6 Sep;  33  Fair  Is  8 Sep; 
99  Griminish  Pt.,  North  Uist  OH  8/9  Sep;  40W  Brough 
of  Birsay  Ork  10  Sep;  107/hr  North  Ronaldsay  Ork  11 
Sep;  125  passed  Is  of  May  15  Sep;  311  (45  mins)  through 
Copinsay  Pass,  141  Boddam  NE  and  lOS  St.Abbs  Head 
B on  20  Sep;  18  Fife  Ness  F on  24  Sep;  18  North 
Ronaldsay  10  Oct. 

Last  Shet  & Bord  24-29  Sep;  M&N,  Fife,  Arg,  Fair  Is  & 
OHeb  20-3 1 Oct;  Ork  & NE  2-3  Nov;  latest  1 Mains  of 
Usan  A&D  15  Nov.  Only  one  record  Loth. 


R.D.Murray  [Ed.] 
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Manx  Shearwater  Pujfinus  pufftnus 

Winter:  1 W Kinghom  F 2 Jan  was  first  Jan  bird  for  Fife;  1 Copinsay  Pass  Ork  4 Jan. 

Spring:  First  NE  1 8 Mar;  A&D,  Shet  & OHeb  27-3 1 Mar;  Arg,  Bord  & Fife  1- 14  Apr;  M&N  24  Apr;  D&G,  Ayr, 
Loth  & Is  of  May  13  May-1  Jun. 

Few  significant  counts  before  Jun  with  50  Balphetrish  Bay,  Tiree  Arg  9 Apr  & 260  Ard  Ear,  Tiree  Arg  5 May. 
Breeding:  There  was  no  response  from  tape  playback  at  240  burrows  in  the  colony  core  on  Canna,  while  another  40 
burrows  used  elsewhere  in  the  past  were  also  unoccupied.  Another  90  burrows  elsewhere  on  Canna  had  only  1 response. 
It  is  thought  to  be  close  to  extinction  on  Canna  and  poison  bait  for  rats  is  being  used  to  control  predation.  Production  was 
better  on  Rum  than  in  ’98  & ’99  with  70%  occupancy  at  monitored  sites  where  MBP  was  0.66,  just  below  the  0.68  mean. 
Monitoring  for  rat  predation  continues  there  as  it  is  thought  to  be  a problem  as  the  numbers  of  chicks  ringed  was  low. 
Based  on  Mavor  et  al.  2001,  Seabird  numbers  & breeding  success  in  Britain  & Ireland,  2000,  JNCC. 

Shet  11  burrows  Fetlar;  OHeb  breeding  noted  St.Kilda;  Is  of  May  8 offshore  on  22  May  was  followed  up  by 
Im  calling  30  Jul,  pr  calling  3 1 Aug  and  other  calls  1 -4  Aug;  Arg  1 ,283prs  in  complete  census  Lunga,  Treshnish 
Is.,  while  200  occupied  burrows  noted  on  Sanda  Is.  where  in  a sample  of  28  burrows,  23  chicks  were  present. 
Autumn/Winter:  While  there  seems  to  have  been  reasonable  numbers  associated  with  the  breeding  population 
of  the  W.  coast,  the  numbers  of  passage  birds  moving  past  the  N.  Isles  and  into  the  N.Sea  seemed  to  have  been 
very  low,  especially  the  populations  that  pass  by  later  in  the  summer  during  Aug/Sep. 

Firth  of  Clyde  counts:  1 ,343-2000  daily  Tumberry  Pt.  Ayr  22-24  Jun  with  2, 1 12  there  (4hrs)  10  Jul;  600  Ardrossan 
Ayr  12  Jul;  1,700  Corsewall  Pt.  D&G  14  Jul;  600S  (30mins)  Ardrossan  11  Aug;  1,1 10  Tumberry  15  Aug;  2,400 
Corsewall  Pt.  26  Aug. 

Inner  Hebrides:  660  off  the  Garvellachs  Arg  16  Jun;  5,000  off  Rubha  Chraiginis  Arg  19  Jun,  2-3,000  Miodor 
Arg  26  Jun;  3,000  past  Frenchman’s  Rocks,  Islay  Arg  (4hrs)  7 Aug;  1,500N  Cumbrae  Deep  Clyde  Is  16  Aug; 
1,000  feeding  on  jellyfish  Oronsay  Arg  27  Aug;  c.600  Largiemore,  Arran  Clyde  Is  28  Aug;  1,000  in  Rothesay 
Bay,  Bute  Clyde  Is  2 Sep;  3,300  Machrihanish  (9hrs)  Arg,  2,000  passed  Ardnave  Pt.,  Islay  Arg  (Ihr)  & 2,000 
from  Kennacraig  ferry  Arg  on  6 Sep. 

Off  the  Outer  Hebrides:  800S  ( Ihr)  Doirlinn  Head,  Barra  OH  2 1 Apr;  1 ,000  Aird  an  Runair,  North  Uist  OH  on  1 6 
Jun;  1,750N/850S  Griminish  Pt.,  North  Uist  OH  28  Jun.  4,090S  on  8 dates  at  Rubha  Ardvule,  South  Uist  OH  29 
Jul-9  Sep  (210/hr);  1,000  feeding  L.Maddy,  North  Uist  OH  16  Aug;  2,090S  (3hrs)  Griminish  Pt.  10  Aug. 
N.Isles  max  count  Shet  was  8 Mousa  Sound  20  Jun;  112  Copinsay  Pass  (hr)  31  Aug  with  30  there  7 Sep,  max 
14  North  Ronaldsay  Ork  11  Sep. 

Poor  year  on  North  Sea  coasts  with  reduced  numbers  at  most  sites.  It  was  mostly  handfuls  in  May/Jun  except 
for  movements  20-21  May  when  45N  Fife  Ness  F & 35E  Ruddon’s  Pt.  F and  on  14-25  Jun  when  max  95N 
Cove,  56  Peterhead  NE,  45  Mains  of  Usan  A&D,  27E  Fife  Ness  & 15  St.  Abbs  Head  B 14-26  Jun.  Jul  was  quiet 
with  best  counts  of  41N  Fife  Ness  6 Jul;  54  Mains  of  Usan,  40N  Fife  Ness  & 18N  St.Abbs  23-24  Jul.  Aug-Sep 
was  even  more  disappointing  with  best  counts  of  17N  Fife  Ness  19  Aug  with  22N/5S  there  26  Aug;  18N 
St.Abbs  & 12  Lossiemouth  M&N  2 Sep.  Last  M&N,  Bord,  Shet  & Fair  Is  2-24  Sep;  Fife  5 Oct;  OHeb,  NE,  Arg 
& Ayr  20-29  Oct;  Ork  10  Nov.  1 Port  Wemyss,  Islay  Arg  29  Dec. 


* Balearic  Shearwater  Puffinus  mauretanicus 

Autumn/Winter:  7 birds  Machrihanish  Arg  on  5 dates  in  Aug  with  2 there  20  & 29  Aug;  IS  Frenchman’s  Rocks 
Arg  45  & 7 Aug;  IS  Tumberry  Pt.  Ayr  7 Aug;  IS  Griminish  Pt.,  North  Uist  OH  10  Aug;  1 Cove  NE  13  Aug;  IS 

Tumberry  13  & 15  Aug  with  2 there  on  19  Aug; 
2N  Fife  Ness  F on  22  Aug;  1 Strathy  Point  H 
26  Aug;  1 Strathlene  M&N  2 Sep;  1 Is  of  May 
& 1 Frenchman’s  Rocks  14  Sep;  IN  Fife  Ness 
on  20  Sep;  1 Ardnamurchan  Point  H on  23  Sep; 
1 Lossiemouth  M&N  24  Sep;  1 Rubha  Ardvule, 
South  Uist  OH  on  26  Sep  with  another  there  on 
30  Sep;  1 St.Abbs  Head  B 29  Oct. 

P'  record  for  Isle  of  May,  & 2"^  records  for 
Moray  & Naim,  15"'-1 7”'  records  for  Outer  Heb- 
rides. 

See  Cook  (2001)  in  Moray  & Naim  Bird  Report  2000:  95 
Shearwater  Lauder  (200 1 ) in  Isle  of  May  Bird  Observatory  Report 

k Watson  2000;  36-37. 

Bird  Report 
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European  Storm-petrel  (Storm  Petrel)  Hydrobates  pelagicus 
Winter/Spring:  First  1 Kirk  Sound  Ork  13  Jun;  Arg  2 Jul. 

Breeding:  Shet  playback  survey  Scalloway  Isles  located  birds  on  3 isles  & none  on  25  others,  49  chicks  ringed 
Mousa  (38)10  Sep  had  8 incubating  adults,  6 inaccessible  chicks  & just  9 failed  nests,  1 juv  Sullom  Voe  3 Nov 
still  had  down  on  the  belly;  Ork  playback  survey  in  Jul  had  229  responses  on  12  islands,  breeding  also  occurred 
at  one  other  site;  Arg  l,700prs  Boulder  Beach,  Lunga,  Treshnish  Is,  200prs  Sanda  Is.  with  a new  colony  Staffa. 
AutuninAVinter:  N & W coasts:  539  tape-lured  North  Ronaldsay  Ork  in  Jul-Aug;  125  Rubha  Ardvule,  South 
Uist  OH  noted  1 1 dates  30  Jun- 10  Sep;  1 17  passed  Machrihanish  Arg  on  8 dates  in  autumn.  17  noted  Ayr  coast 
6 Jul-31  Oct,  mostly  as  singles,  max  6S  Troon  on  12  Jul. 

30  Monach  Sound  OH  12  Jul;  3 Chanonry  Point  H 22  Jul;  100  Sumburgh  Head  Shet  27  Jul;  44  (7hrs) 
Machrihanish  Arg  5 Aug;  120  NW  of  Foula  Shet  29  Aug;  27  The  Minch  OH  9 Sep;  23S  Frenchman’s  Rocks, 
Islay  Arg  9 Sep;  54N  North  Ronaldsay  10  Sep;  40  Little  Minch  near  L.Maddy,  North  Uist  OH  15  Sep. 

N.Sea  coasts:  tape-luring  saw  the  following  birds  handled:  17  Strathlene  M&N,  175  Cove  NE,  82  Fife  Ness  F, 
71  Is  of  May  & 5 St.  Abbs  Head  B.  Field  observations  were  very  much  scarcer  with  singles  Peterhead  NE  on  24 
Jun,  12  & 17  Jul  & 10  Oct,  Bams  Ness  L 11  Jul,  St.Cyms  NE  12  Jul  & Fraserburgh  NE  29  Oct. 

1 found  exhausted  Anstmther  F 15  Nov. 

Last  Ayr  & OHeb  29-31  Oct;  Shet  3 Nov;  Arg  10  Nov;  Fife  15  Nov;  1 Cava  Ork  24  Nov. 

[1999]  450  AOS  estimated  Shillay  OH,  although  discovered  in  1990,  this  was  the  first  chance  to  estimate  the 
scale  of  the  colony  - it  will  be  fully  surveyed  in  2001. 


Storm-petrel  (Leach’s  Petrel)  Oceanodroma  leucorhoa 

Breeding:  A full  census  ofSt.Kilda  revealed  a total  of 42,707  AOS  with  65%  of  the  birds  on  Dun,  24%  on  Boreray  24%, 
6%  on  Hirta  6%  & 5%  on  Soay.  In  1987  Boreray  was  thought  to  hold  32,00-6,400  pairs. 

Mavor  et  al.  2001,  Seabird  numbers  & breeding  success  in  Britain  & Ireland,  2000,  JNCC. 

AutunmAVinter:  None  recorded  in  spring  - first  Ork  22  Jul;  Arg  6 Sep;  Ayr  8 Sep. 

Tape-luring  saw  the  following  captures:  9 Fair  Is,  9 North  Ronaldsay  Ork,  4 Cove  NE. 

Seawatching  records:  85S  Griminish  Point,  North  Uist  OH  6-9  Sep  (8/hr);  8S  Machrihanish  Arg,  13S  Greian 
Head,  Barrie  OH  and  1 Ardnave  Pt.,  Islay  Arg  6 Sep;  6 Machrihanish  and  1 Fair  Is  7 Sep;  4S  off  Troon  Ayr,  3 
Frenchman’s  Rocks,  Islay  Arg  & 1 Dornoch  Bridge  H 8 Sep;  28  Frenchman’s  Rocks,  4 Kennacraig  ferry  Arg, 
2W  Brough  of  Birsay  Ork  and  singles  Troon,  Tumberry  Pt.  Ayr  & Saltcoats  Ayr  9 Sep;  207S  Rubha  Ardvule 
South  Uist  9-22  Sep  (average  22/hr);  5 N.Ronaldsay  11  Sep;  24  The  Minch  12  Sep;  1 North  Ronaldsay  & 1 Is 
of  May  15  Sep;  1 Frenchman’s  Rocks  8 Oct;  1 Peterhead  NE  11  Oct;  1-2  off  Frenchman’s  Rocks  21  & 24-25 
Oct;  2 Machrihanish  24  Oct;  10  S Troon  & 3 S Tumberry  Pt.  29  Oct;  1 St.Ola,  Hoy  Ork  1 Nov. 

Last  Ayr  29  Oct;  Ork  1 Nov;  last  1 Machrihanish  4 Nov  & 1 brought  in  by  cat  North  Bay,  South  Uist  OH  5 Nov. 
Photo  of  a Cove  bird:  see  Birding  Scotland  3 (2)  cover. 


Swinhoe’s  Storm-petrel  Oceanodroma  monohris 

Autunm:  If  trapped  Cove  NE  5 Aug.  First  record  for  NE  Scotland  & Scotland,  the  4*^  record  for  Britain 
Accounts  & photos  see  Baxter  & Scott  in  Birding  Scotland  3 (4):  179-186  & BnyXex  in  North-east  Scotland  Bird  Report  2666:  117-118. 


Northern  Gannet  (Gannet)  Moms  bassana 

Breeding:  There  was  a 3.5%  increase  on  Fair  Isle  over  1999.  Counts  at  Scar  Rocks  showed  at  51%  increase  to  1,670 
AONs  over  1996  while  Troup  Head  was  largely  unchanged  since  1998.  2,644  nests  at  6 colonies  had  MBP  0.66,  identical 
to  1999,  ranging  from  0.59  on  Fair  Isle  to  0.73  at  Noss. 

Mavor  et  al.  2001,  Seabird  numbers  & breeding  success  in  Britain  & Ireland,  2000,  JNCC. 

Shet  723  AONs  Foula,  productivity  on  Noss  was  good  at  0.75,  a slight  improvement  on  ’99  (0.74)  despite  a bad 
mid-Jun  storm  causing  losses,  Hermaness  showed  an  11%  decrease  but  lower  productivity  0.60  (0.65);  Fair  Is 
3.5%  increase  to  1,162  AONs  but  productivity  very  low  atO.55  after  the  mid-Jun  storm,  the  worst  since  1991; 
NE  60  young  noted  Troup  Head. 

Passage:  Best  counts:  7,935  passed  Rubha  Ardvule,  North  Uist  OH  12  Aug-15  Oct  averaged  324/hr  with  523/ 
hr  on  3 peak  dates;  2,365  passed  Griminish  Pt.,  North  Uist  OH  6-17  Sep  & 5-25  Oct  averaged  87/hr.  1,300/hr 
Cove  NE  23  May;  1,430/hr  Is  of  May  25  May;  1,365  Anstmther  F 4 Jun;  480/hr  Mersehead  D&G  23  Jun; 
1 ,740/hr  Eyemouth  B 25  Jun;  4,200/hr  Eyemouth  25  Aug;  4,000/hr  St. Abbs  Head  B 2 Sep;  419/hr  North 
Ronaldsay  Ork  & 293/hr  Brough  of  Birsay  Ork  9 Sep;  3,000  feeding  Anstmther  15  Sep;  408/hr  Tiree  Arg  5 
Oct;  420/hr  Papa  Westray  Ork  9 Oct;  1,810/hr  Strathlene  M&N  10  Oct. 

Inland:  1 Galashiels  B 5 Mar;  2 E Bargarran  Clyde,  1 juv  Glen  Clova  & 1 juv  Redford  A&D  1-2  Oct. 


R.D.Murray  [Ed.] 


17 


Great  Cormorant  (Cormorant)  Phalacrocorax  carbo 

Winter/Spring:  228  Dalgety/Braefoot  Bays  F,  214  Forth  Est.  Forth,  130  Longannet  F,  111  Gullane-England 
coast  (141)  L/B,  73  Meikle  L.  NE,  72  R.Clyde  at  Lamington  & Thankerton  Clyde,  70  southern  Yell  Sound 
Shet,  59  Clunie  L.  P&K,  45  along  270kms  of  R.Tweed  B,  43  Kilbimie  L.  Ayr  & 24  Hogganfield  L.  Clyde  in 
Jan;  84  Rova  Head-Kirkabister  Shet  in  Feb;  122  Mugdrum  Is.  F,  44  North  Ronaldsay  Ork  in  Mar. 

The  only  movement  of  note  was  205E  (3hrs)  Seafield  D&G  6 Feb. 

Breeding:  Colonies  in  SW  Scot- 
land (+20.4%)  & SE  Scotland 
(+17.3%)  showed  increases,  those 
in  the  SW  recovering  from  declines 
in  98/99.  A full  count  in  the  Firth 
of  Forth  increased  to  440AONs,  3 colonies  increasing  with  the  fourth  stable.  Declines  were  dominant  in  northern  Scot- 
land. The  long  term  decline  at  Clett  Stacks  which  used  to  hold  half  of  Shetland’s  birds  continued,  dropping  from  94  to  83 
AONs  while  Ramna  Stacks  was  deserted  for  the  3'“^  year  in  a row.  A decline  was  also  seen  on  Boray  Holm  on  Orkney  from 
1689  to  120  AONs.  Numbers  in  Caithness  and  North 
Sutor  also  dropped. 

Productivity  in  northern  Scotland  increased  in  Caithness  to 
2.21  after  a poor  year  in  1999  but  was  still  below  average 
(2.33).  North  Sutor  had  an  above  average  year  at  2.45  (mean 
1.83).  In  western  Scotland  314  fledged  from  172  nests  at  6 sites  in  Argyll,  MBP  1.83. 

Mavor  et  al.  2001,  Seabird  numbers  & breeding  success  in  Britain  & Ireland,  2000,  JNCC. 


WeBS 

J 

F 

M 

A 

M 

J 

J 

A 

S 

O 

N 

D 

S.Tay 

17 

33 

24 

43 

14 

40 

1 

104 

165 

58 

43 

28 

N.Forth 

317 

286 

160 

79 

50 

27 

122 

505 

283 

325 

282 

170 

Gosford 

35 

40 

35 

39 

31 

15 

21 

63 

75 

- 

- 

- 

Clyde  Est 

359 

264 

344 

165 

84 

80 

175 

606 

570 

575 

397 

469 

OANs 

SW  Scot 

Shet 

N Scot 

SE  Scot 

1999 

348 

98 

315 

375 

2000 

419 

87 

295 

440 

% change 

+20.4 

-11.2 

-6.35 

+17.3 

Cormorant 

Stuart  Rivers 


Shet  83  nests  Clett  Stack,  bred  3 other  sites;  Ork  120  nests  Boray  Helm,  also  85  nests  Little  Green  Holm,  also 
bred  2 other  sites;  OHeb  61  nests  L.an  Tomain,  North  Uist;  F.  of  Forth  440  nests  was  17%  increase  on  ’99,  121 
nests  Carr  Craig,  133  nests  Fidra,  133  nests  The  Lamb  & 101  nests  Inchkeith;  Bord  36  nests  Fast  Castle  Head; 
Ayr  198  nests  Lady  Is.  (MBS  3.24),  126  nests  Finnarts  Pt.-Downan  Pt.  (106)  and  76  nests  Horse  Is.  (51); 
D&G  46  nests  Little  Ross,  46  nests  Isles  of  Fleet,  32  nests  Cruggleton  Cliffs. 

AutumnAVinter:  115  Pow  Bum-Meikle  Craigs  Ayr  in  Jun;  63  St.Cyrus  NE  in  Jul;  78  Lunan  Bay  A&D,  53 
Holm  of  Aikemess,  Papa  Westray  Ork,  55  Dalmeny  L & 51  North  Ronaldsay  in  Aug;  200+  Kinghom  F,  145 
Girdleness  NE,  135  Sound  of  Harris  OH,  130  Montrose  Basin  A&D,  122  Levenmouth  F,  88  Hackley  Bay  NE, 
82  Bute  coast  Clyde  Is,  70  Ythan  Est.  NE,  67  Mersehead  D&G,  55  Irvine  Bay  Ayr  & 50  Is  of  May  in  Sep;  176 
Forth  Est.,  150  L.of  Strathbeg  NE,  79  Covesea  M&N  & 66  L.Ryan  D&G  in  Oct;  168  in  south  Yell  Sound,  87 
Scapa  Flow  Ork  & 31  Hogganfield  L.  in  Nov;  488  L.Leven  P&K,  116  South  Alloa  Forth  & 55  Strathclyde 
Park  Clyde  in  Dec. 

P.c.sinensis  - birds  resembling  the  continental  form  - 1-2  L.Spynie  M&N  Jan-Feb,  Sep  & Dec;  1 R.Lossie 
M&N  4-19  Mar;  1 Helmsdale  H 3 Apr;  1 Lossie  Est.  M&N  5 &14  Apr;  1 Fife  Ness  F 17  Apr. 
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European  Shag  (Shag)  Phalacrocorax  aristotelis 

Winter/Spring:  1,168  Kincraig  F,  400  Sound  of  Harris  OH,  330  Stornoway,  Lewis  OH,  328  Gullane-England 
L/B,  250  Clestrain  Skerry  Ork  in  Jan;  911  south  Yell  Sound  Shet,  496  Rova  Head-Kirkabister  Shet  & 1 10  Kirk 
Sound  Ork  in  Feb. 


Breeding:  Shag  populations  increased  in  most  areas  from  1999  levels,  especially  along  north  Sea  coasts  where  there  had 
been  marked  declines  in  previous  years.  This  recovery  suggests  that  the  low  figures  were  more  likely  to  have  represented 
poor  attendance  rather  than  overwinter  adult  mortality.  Despite  this  increase,  the  populations  in  the  SE  have  still  to 
recover  from  the  declines  of  the  early  1990s.  Numbers  breeding  throughout  the  Firth  of  Forth  showed  increases  which 
varied  from  109%  on  the  Isle  of  May,  increasing  to  541  AONs,  46%  on  the  Forth  islands,  to  481  AONs  & 41%  at  St.Abbs 
Head,  to  233  AONs.  These  figures  were  still  below  levels  reached  in  1998  however  and  at  least  50%  below  that  reached  in 
the  early  1990s.  In  Shetland  numbers  recovered  from  the  lowest-ever  level  of 1999  bringing  figures  back  to  the  1998  level, 
still  40%  below  the  early  90s  figures.  A full  colony  count  on  Foula  at  2,277  AONs  was  only  5%  below  the  last  count  in 
1987.  In  contrast  numbers  increased  ( 10%)  for  the  4"'  year  at  North  Sutor  while  those  in  NW  Scotland  rose  by  14%  after 
a small  drop  between  1998-99.  Numbers  were  stable  in  SW  Scotland  despite  a small  decline  on  Lunga. 


Productivity  was  generally  better  in  1999  with  a marked  im- 
provement in  SE  Scotland  where  an  MBP  of  1.56  at  St.Abbs 
Head  was  well  above  the  mean  of 1.23. 1.48  was  reached  on  the 
Isle  of  May,  the  highest  ever  attained,  far  above  the  mean  of 
0. 78.  North  Sutor  at  1.66  also  was  above  average  (1.50).  These 
figures  contrasted  with  Shetland  where  the  June  storm  had  a 
considerable  impact  by  washing  nests  off  the  cliffs.  The  losses 
were  very  high  on  exposed  shores  ( 0.89  at  Sumburgh  Head),  the 
figures  from  protected  coasts  suggesting  that  it  might  otherwise 
have  also  been  an  excellent  year  ( 1. 70-1.80).  This  good  success 
was  seen  on  Fair  Isle  where  the  sheltered  monitored  sites  had  the  highest  productivity  since  1986  at  1.84  (mean  1.36). 


Productivity 

1996 

1997 

1998 

1999 

2000 

SW  Scotland 

1.70 

1.05 

1.09 

1.20 

1.48 

NW  Scotland 

0.68 

1.37 

0.72 

0.63 

0.86 

Shetland 

1.39 

1.35 

1.43 

1.08 

1.04 

N Scotland 

1.44 

0.68 

0.97 

0.63 

1.54 

OANs  SW  Scot 

NWScot 

Shet 

N Scot 

S£  Scot 

1999  1080 

933 

335 

266 

783 

2000  1057 

1063 

488 

292 

1283 

%change  -2.1 

+13.9 

+45.7 

+9.8 

+63. 

Mavor  et  al.  2001,  Seabird  numbers  & breeding  success  in  Britain  & Ireland,  2000,  JNCC. 

Shet  2,300  AONs  Foula  (a  4%  drop  on  1987),  258  nests  Sumburgh  Head  (+34%  on  ’99),  159  nests  Noness  & 
75  nests  SF  Bressay,  productivity  continued  to  drop  Sumburgh  to  0.83  and  was  worse  on  Foula  at  c.0.50  due  to 
June  storms;  Fair  Is  61%  increase  in  monitored  plots  reverses  recent  losses,  excellent  season  - MBP  1.79  in 
plots  on  side  of  island  sheltered  from  Jun  storm,  probably  worse  elsewhere  as  50%  of  nests  washed  away  on 
exposed  coasts;  M&N  27  nests  Portknockie  (22),  4 nests  Covesea  (2)  & 2 nests  Tronach  Head,  a new  site;  F.of 
Forth  70%  increase  to  1,050  nests  - well  on  the  way  to  reversing  the  recent  decline,  541  nests  Is  of  May,  208 
nests  Craigleith,  123  nests  Fidra  &58  nests  Inchkeith,  MBS  1.48  on  Is  of  May  was  highest  productivity  since 
monitoring  started  in  ‘86;  Bord  349  nests  Berwickshire  is  a 47%  decrease  since  660  nests  in  ’87  but  the  recent 
recovery  included  a 41%  increase  St.Abbs  to  233  nests  (165  in  ’99),  MBP  of  1.60  (0.8  in  ’99);  Arg  500  nests 
Sanda  Is.,  244  nests  Lunga  & 16  nests  Sgeir  a Chaistell,  Treshnish  Is.,  365prs  at  9 SAMS  sites  compared  with 
374  at  8 sites  in  ‘99  suggests  that  the  impact  of  Mink  predation  is  stabilising,  286  nests  Islay  coasts  with  108 
nests  Jura  coast,  76  nest  Coll  reserve;  Clyde  Is  70prs  Pladda,  Arran;  Ayr  118  nests  Lady  Is.  with  MBS  2.51. 
AutumnAVinter:  514  Kincraig  & 223  Eyemouth  B in  Jul;  1,000  Sound  of  Gunna  Arg,  242  L.Ryan  D&G,  165 
North  Berwick  L,  160  Irvine  Ayr  & 137  Bute  coast  Clyde  Is  in  Sep;  630  Pittenweem  F & 180  North  Ronaldsay 
Ork  in  Oct;  3,166  Largo  Bay  F,  3,161  Scapa  Flow  Ork,  817  south  Yell  Sound,  750  Sound  of  Harris,  600+  roost 
South  Holm  of  Burravoe  Shet,  566  Bressay  Sound,  300  roost  Boray  Holm  Ork  & 133  Dipple  shore  Ayr  in  Nov; 
250  Widewall  Bay  Ork  in  Dec.  Movements  include:  1, 180W  Anstruther  F 23  Jan;  1,000N  Peterhead  NE  5 Feb; 
1,168W  Anstruther  6 Feb;  & 1,1 30N  Peterhead  4 Mar;  1,020W  Anstruther  24  Dec. 


* Great  Bittern  (Bittern)  Botaurus  stellaris 

nter/Spring:  1 Backaskaill  L.,  Papa  Westray  Ork  3-5  May;  1 Rattray  NE  16  May 

AutumnAVinter:  1 on  the  R.Eam,  south  of  Crieff  P&K  30  Nov;  1 Bennybeg  Pond  P&K,  1 Castle  L.  D&G  & 1 
Caerlaverock  D&G  30  Dec.  The  third  record  for  Orkney. 


* Little  Egret  Egretta  garzetta 

Spring:  1 Cromore,  Lewis  OH  18  Apr;  1 River  Shiel  bridge,  Acharacle  H 21-23  Apr;  1 Dam  L.,  Uyeasound 
Shet  2-1 1 May;  1 Udrigle,  Laide  H 4 May;  1 Caimbulg  NE  14  May  & 1 Badnabay  H in  May. 

Autumn:  1 Mersehead  D&G  20  Jul- 18  Aug  was  also  seen  Rough  Firth  D&G. 

8'^  record  for  Shetland,  17"'  record  for  Outer  Hebrides. 

Photo  of  Shetland  bird:  see  Shetland  Bird  Report  2000:  frontispiece. 


R.D.Murray  [Ed.] 
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* Great  Egret  (Great  White  Egret)  Egretta  alba 

Spring:  1 L.an  Eilein,  Tiree  Arg  18  May;  1 L.of  Strathbeg  NE  7 Jun;  1 L.Bhasapol,  Tiree  Arg  18  Jun  was 
presumably  the  same  as  the  May  bird.  4‘^  records  for  North-east  Scotland  & Argyll 


Grey  Heron  Ardea  cinerea 

Counts:  72  Clyde  Est.  Clyde,  32  Tiree  Arg,  14  Dam  L..  Shet  & 14  L.Eam  P&K 

19  Drymen  Bridge  Clyde  in  Feb;  25  Cameron  Res.  F in  Apr;  87  Montrose  Basin 
A&D,  81  Clyde  Est.,  43  Eden  Est.  F,  17  Ugie  Est.  NE,  13  Widewall  Bay  Ork  & 
12  FindhomBay  M&N  in  Aug;  52  Ythan  Est.  NE,  34  Forth  Est.  Forth,  33 
Hunterston  Ayr  & 24  L.Etive  Arg  in  Sep;  17  Rhu  Clyde  in  Oct. 

Max  elsewhere:  4-8  Is  of  May,  Bord,  Fair  Is  & OHeb. 

Breeding:  OHeb  4 heronries  Lewis,  6 North  Uist,  2 Benbecula  & 1 South  Uist; 
Bord  eggs  shells  below  43  nests  suggest  average  hatching  of  2.3  young/nest, 
fledged  young  were  still  in  a nest  at  Kirkbum  on  4 Sep,  possibly  a re-lay  due  to 
heavy  rain  washing  nests  out  earher  in  the  spring;  Clyde  206  nests  were  noted  at 

20  heronries,  a likely  12%  increase  in  numbers  over  ‘99. 

The  largest  colonies  were  Barmicheal,  Hamilton  Clyde  with  48  nests,  Finlaystone 
Estate  Clyde  with  34  nests  & 32  Carrat-Nyadd  Forth  with  32  nests. 

First  fledged  young  seen  Bord  14  May;  Fife  7 Jun. 


* White  Stork  Ciconia  ciconia 

Spring:  1 Perth  P&K  & 1 L.of  Kinnordy  A&D  27  Apr,  possibly  involved  the  same  individual. 

6 free-flying  in  a field  near  Auchingarrich  Wildlife  Park,  Comrie  P&K  5 Mar  were  escapes.  1 Nethy  Bridge  H 
14  May.  IN  Daldowie,  Glasgow  Clyde  28  Jun  also  seen  Kilsyth  Clyde  28-29  Jun  was  very  tame  and  may  have 
originated  from  captivity. 

Fourth  record  for  Angus  & Dundee. 


* Eurasian  Spoonbill  (Spoonhill)  Platalea  leucorodia 

Spring:  1 Cambus  Pools  Forth  13  May;  imm  Ythan  NE  14  May;  1 L.of  Strathbeg  NE  17  May 
Breeding:  NE  ad  + imm  Ythan  21  Jun-23  Aug  with  1 there  to  5 Sep;  D&G  ad  Mersehead  21-25  Jun,  then  pair 
from  4 Jul  which  later  displayed  and  built  up  to  4 nest  platforms,  staying  until  16  Aug. 

This  is  the  first  suggestion  of  breeding  behaviour  for  Spoonbills  in  Scotland,  although  birds  have  summered 
before,  especially  at  Strathbeg. 


* Glossy  Ibis  Plegadis  falcinpennis 

Winter:  1 Papa  Westray  Ork  5-6  Jan;  1 Cruden  Bay  NE  7 Jan.  Presumed  to  be  the  same  bird  by  BBRC. 
The  5‘^  record  for  Orkney  & 8'^  record  for  North-east  Scotland 


in  Jan;  19  Castle  L.  D&G  & 


Area  Colonies 

Nests 

Ork 

1 

? 

OHeb 

13 

109 

M&N 

3 

13 

NE 

4 

27 

A&D 

1 

7 

P&K 

5 

>23 

Fife 

8 

52 

Forth 

1 

32 

Loth 

3 

31 

Bord 

19 

104 

Arg 

7 

35 

Clyde  Is 

3 

9 

Clyde 

20 

206 

Ayr 

4 

11 

D&G 

1 

6 

Mute  Swan  Cygnus  olor 

Winter/Spring:  Best  counts  were  895  at  54  sites  in  Clyde,  272  at  45  sites  in  Fife  & 149  at  various  sites  in  Arg, 
75  R Clyde  at  Ravenstruther  Clyde  during  Jan;  102  L.of  Stenness  Ork  in  Mar;  178  breeding  birds  & 90  non- 


breeders  in  Fife 

WeBS  & peak  counts 

J 

F 

during  Apr. 

L.of  Harray  Ork 

332 

332 

Juvs  formed 

L.Bee,  S.Uist  OH 

341 

334 

25.5%  of  1,404 

L.of  Skene  NE 

120 

76 

aged  birds  in 

L.of  Strathbeg  NE 

7 

10 

Bord  Jan-Mar. 

Ythan  Est.  NE 

53 

56 

Montrose  Basin  A&D 

95 

103 

Forfar  L.  A&D 

40 

20 

Eden  Est.  F 

36 

56 

Leven  Cut  F 

125 

102 

Linlithgow  L.  L 

125 

106 

Musselburgh  L 

5 

8 

Hogganfield  L.  Clyde 

87 

115 

Bingham’s  P.  Clyde 

102 

116 

Clyde  Est.  Clyde 

70 

52 

Doonfoot  Ayr 

- 

69 

M 

A 

M 

J 

J 

A 

S 

O 

N 

D 

248 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

478 

476 

495 

- 

- 

- 

- 

410 

343 

264 

262 

- 

256 

63 

64 

50 

71 

69 

68 

48 

18 

15 

25 

6 

15 

54 

108 

179 

170 

94 

4 

2 

5 

80 

62 

29 

45 

27 

21 

46 

70 

78 

66 

160 
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217 

251 

239 

327 

197 

114 

123 

- 

20 

47 

28 

65 

68 

64 

43 

24 

25 

25 

60 

69 

81 

77 

82 

69 

19 

13 

12 

11 

127 

166 

5 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

19 

- 

107 

80 

120 

- 

120 

156 

110 

98 

99 

97 

26 

56 

48 

126 

162 

166 

166 

10 

18 

6 

112 

113 

110 

149 

172 

146 

70 

75 

78 

89 

99 

81 

72 

66 

64 

67 

74 

75 

79 

74 

62 

49 

62 

25 

55 

106 

96 

105 

73 

49 

56 

- 

105 

195 

238 

148 

56 

67 

61 

59 
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Breeding 

Pairs 

Nests  Broods 

Young 

MBS 

MBP 

Shet 

4 

4 

4 

11 

Ork 

>17 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

N.  Uist  OH 

15 

- 

15 

- 

5.8 

- 

M&N 

17 

15 

15 

51 

3.4 

NE 

>10 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

A&D 

8 

8 

>6 

>10 

- 

- 

P&K 

>12 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Fife 

79 

63 

37 

152 

2.4 

Forth 

21 

21 

- 

65 

3.1 

- 

Bord 

67 

57 

29 

103 

3.6 

Arg 

37 

34 

? 

44 

3.2 

- 

Clyde  Is 

5 

4 

4 

12 

3.0 

Clyde 

103 

86 

107 

2.7 

Ayr 

30 

>18 

16 

69 

D&G 

>10 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Breeding:  Shet  new  site  at  L.of  Vatster;  OHeb  2prs  Barra 
where  a scarce  breeder;  Fife  lOprs  L.Ore  was  most  im- 
portant site;  Bord  widespread  failure  after  May  floods 
& at  MBS  2.7,  the  2"'*  lowest  brood  size  in  a decade; 
Clyde  at  2.7,  a below  average  breeding  season  (mean 
MBS  = 2.9).  First  broods  seen  Bord  on  14  May,  OHeb 
22  May;  Clyde  24  May. 

AutumnAVinter:  Moult  flock  peak  counts:  103  L.Maben 
D&G  in  Jun;  160  at  Balmossie  A&D  during  Jul/Aug; 
133  Milton  L.  D&G,  107  at  Caerlaverock  D&G  and 
76  L.Yeo,  North  Uist  OH  in  Jul;  496  L.Leven  P&K  & 
72  Tiree  Arg  in  Aug.  680  were  counted  at  9 moult  sites 
in  Clyde,  max  172  Hogganfield  Loch  & 152  Strathclyde 
L.and  128  R.Leven,  all  in  Jul. 

Other  counts:  102  Woodend  L.  Clyde  in  Sep;  132  Drummond  P.  P&K,  105  Eammouth  P&K  in  Oct;  1 Fair  Is 
in  Oct;  88  Hirsel  L.  B & 18  in  Shet  census  in  Nov;  936  at  74  sites  Clyde  ,&  250  Drummond  P.  in  Dec. 

Juvs  formed  17.5%  of  458  aged  birds  in  Bord  Oct-Dec  reflecting  the  poor  breeding  season. 

Only  the  5'^  record  for  Fair  Isle. 


Itindra  Swan  (Bewick’s  Swan)  Cygnus  columbianus 

Winter/Spring:  9-11  Auchmuir  Farm  F 1999-7  Mar,  also  seen  Gateside  Farm  F 7 Mar;  6-10  L.Leven  P&K  on 
23  Jan- 18  Feb. 

AutumnAVinter:  2 Gateside  Farm  12  Nov;  1 Caerlaverock  D&G  18  Nov;  3 Ballo  Res.  F 1 Dec;  3 L.Leven  from 
3-6  Dec;  8 Caerlaverock  27-28  Dec. 


Whooper  Swan  Cygnus  cygnus 

Winter/Spring  counts:  250  Cockpool  D&G  & 211  L.Bee-Kildonan,  South  Uist  OH  & 130  Black  Cart  Water 
Clyde  in  Jan;  220  Caerlaverock  D&G,  188  Bomish,  South  Uist  OH,  165  Thankerton -Carstairs  Clyde, 
134  Wigtown  Bay  D&G,  108  Islesteps  D&G  & 107  Carseminnoch  D&G  in  Mar. 

These  were  the  only  counts  of  >99  birds.  Sites  with  25-99  birds  were  noted  Jan-Mar  at  Ork  (1  site,  max  53); 
M&N  (2,  max  38),  NE  (5,max  57),  A&D  (2,  max  35),  P&K  (6,  max  80),  Forth  (3,  max  67);  Fife  (4,  max  98); 
Loth  (1,  max  79),  Bord  (4,  max  80);  Arg  (3,max  78);  Clyde  (7,  max  64),  Ayr  (2,max  34);  D&G  (6,  max  97). 
Max  counts  elsewhere:  Shet  20,  M&N  8 & Clyde  Is  6. 

Passage  birds  noted:  17N  St. Abbs  Head  B 21  Mar;  115N  Tiree  Arg  22  Mar;  lOlN  Aird  an  Runair,  North  Uist 
OH  30  Mar;  35N  Kingsmuir  F 1 Apr;  17N  Kilmichael  Arg  3 Apr;  114N  Askemish,  South  Uist  OH  14-15  Apr. 
Last  birds  (other  than  those  summering):  NE  & Fair  Is  16-21  Mar;  D&G,  Forth  & Fife  1-9  Apr;  A&D,  Clyde, 
Bord  & M&N  14-29  Apr;  P&K  & Ayr  5 May;  Arg  1 1 May;  Loth  17  May. 

Breeding:  Shet  3prs  reared  4 juvs,  north  Mainland  pr  laid  but  none  hatched,  central  Mainland  pr  hatched  5 & 
fledged  3 with  a new  pr  in  west  Mainland  hatched  which  fledged  1 young;  OHeb  prs  at  5 sites  but  no  sugges- 
tion of  success;  NE  1 injured  bird  Donmouth  part-built  a nest  with  a Mute  Swan. 

Summer:  Shet  7 non-breeders,  Ork  & Clyde  6,  OHeb  & Arg  5,  NE  2 & Fife  2 with  singles  A&D,  P&K,  Bord  & 
Ayr. 

AutumnAVinter:  First  2 Carse  of  Stirling  Forth  17  Sep;  OHeb  & Clyde  20-21  Sep;  NE  28  Sep;  M&N,  P&K, 
A&D,  Bord,  Fife,  Arg  & Fair  Is  2-7  Oct;  Is  of  May  & Ayr  12-14  Oct;  Loth  21  Oct. 

Passage:  33 IS  in  21  flocks  (max  flock  32)  in  Oct  on  OHeb;  32S  Heylipol,  Tiree  Arg  5 Oct;  32W  Bridgend, 
Islay  Arg  1 Nov. 

Best  counts  were:  144  L.Leven  P&K  & 1 16  Tiree  in  Oct;  then  424  L.of  Strathbeg  NE,  347  Thankerton-Carstairs, 
299  Black  Cart  Water  & 1 86  in  Shet  census,  170  Netherwood  Mains  D&G  and  112  Shapinsay  Ork  in  Nov;  397 
Caerlaverock,  370  Wilkhaven  H,  160  Clatto  Res.  F,  156  Redden  Haugh  B & 140  Ormiston  B in  Dec. 

These  were  the  only  counts  of  >99  birds.  Sites  with  25-99  birds  were  noted  Oct-Dec  at:  Shet  (1,  max  73),  OHeb 
( 1 , max  73),  NE  (3,  max  66),  P&K  (6,  max  82),  Forth  (5,  max  97),  Fife  (3,  max  72),  Loth  (1,  max  40),  Bord  (1, 
max  70);  Arg  (3,  max  66);  Clyde  (2,  max  54),  Ayr  (2,  max  49);  D&G  (3,  max  89).  Max  elsewhere  Clyde  Is  & 
A&D  11. 
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Whooper  Swan 
Paul  Collin 

Dumnfries  & Galloway  Bird  Report 


Ad/juv  ratios:  593  aged  birds  in  Bord  Jan-Apr  had  19.9%  juvs  (20.2%  in  Oct-Dec  ’99,  23.7%  in  Jan- Apr  ’98). 
36%  of  331  passing  though  OHeb  in  Oct  were  juvs.  190  in  Shet  Nov  census  had  30%  juvs  (23%  in  ’99),  MBS 
2.2  (2.0  in’99).  209  in  Forth  census  in  Dec  had  12.3%  juvs.  500  aged  birds  in  Bord,  Oct-Dec  held  12.8%  juvs 
(20.2%  in  Oct-Dec  ’99).  26.6%  of  105  aged  birds  Ayr,  Oct-Dec,  were  juvs. 


Bean  Goose  Anserfabilis 
Taiga  Bean  Goose  A.f.fabilis 

Winter/Spring:  Main  wintering  flock:  max  counts  of  46  Carron  Valley  Res.  Forth  21  Jan  & 120  Easter  Fannyside 
Clyde  10  Feb;  109  Garbethill  Muir  Clyde  18  Feb. 

1 Blackford  P&K  & 1 St.Fergus  NE  9 Jan;  1 L.Leven  P&K  4 Mar;  1 Ferry  den  Farm  A&D  15-16  Mar. 
AutumnAVinter:  First  79  Fannyside  Muir  Clyde  10  Oct;  16  Carron  Valley  Res.  13  Oct;  187  Slamannan  Forth 
on  27  Oct;  180  Easter  Fannyside  5 Nov;  180  East  Fannyside  L.  Clyde  14  Nov. 

Elsewhere:  1 Folly  L.  B 15  Oct;  2 Pitscurry  Pond  NE  17  Dec. 

[1996]  2 L.Bee,  South  Uist  OH  20  Apr.  77"“  record  for  Outer  Hebrides. 

Note  that  all  unraced  Bean  Geese  have  been  assigned  to  the  nominate  race. 

Tundra  Bean  Goose  A.f.rossicus 

Spring:  1 Knights  ward  F 4-5  Mar  was  probably  the  same  individual  as  seen  at  Pittrathie  F in  Dec  ’99. 


Pink-footed  Goose  Anser  brachyrhynchus 


In  cases  where  there 
are  no  direct  counts 
from  the  roost  in  a 
particular  month  ,or 
higher  counts,  the  fig- 
ures in  brackets  are 
from  vicinity  of  roosts 
or  known  feeding  ar- 
eas associated  with 
roosts. 


Main  resorts 

Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Apr 

Sep 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

L.ofStrathbeg  NE 

10049 

15152 

7914 

- 

5500 

22552 

25046 

11980 

Montrose  Basin  A&D 

11600 

3800 

3200 

4200 

10000 

2992 

15000 

7706 

StrathaDan/Carsebreck 

4700 

2900 

8850 

10500 

9900 

16500 

6800 

5750 

Dupplin  P&K 

- 

- 

- 

- 

15500 

15000 

590 

- 

L.  Leven  P&K 

- 

- 

6000 

- 

>1 

14700 

9134 

15000 

Cameron  Reservoir  F 

3880 

(8000) 

(3000) 

- 

20 

- 

(2500) 

(3000) 

Aberlady 

810 

700 

52 

23 

6910 

16750 

7120 

4420 

Skinflats/Airth/ Alloa  Forth 

2160 

3000 

- 

1670 

200 

(2000) 

(1,000) 

2750 

Thomhill/Lecropt  Forth 

2000 

3420 

4000 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

West  Water  Reservoir  B 

1990 

(2200) 

1685 

1740 

15320 

34800 

10720 

(8000) 

Hule  Moss  B 

0 

45 

4 

0 

3300 

14700 

1600 

290 

Winter/Spring:  Away  from  the  main  resorts  other  high  counts  include:  2,000  Caerlaverock  D&G  in  Jan;  4,500 
Broomhill  D&G,  3,500  Star  Moss  F,  3,420  Blairdrunuriond/Thornhill  Forth,  2,560  Castle  L.  D&G,  2,000  Bankend 
D&G  in  Feb;  8,000  Miltonhill  M&N,  5,  039  Wigtown  Bay  D&G,  4,000  Lecropt  Forth,  4,000  Wigtown  Bay 
D&G  & 3,000  Ravenstruther  Clyde  in  Mar;  6,000  Myres  F,  5,000  Newburgh  F,  4,500  Mugdrum  Is.  F/P&K  & 
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4,000  Bavelaw  L in  Apr.  Last  regular  birds;  Arg,  Fife  & Fair  Is  19-27  Apr;  P&K,  Bord,  Ork,  Forth,  Clyde,  Shet 
&Ayr  2-16  May;  M&N,  Clyde  Is,  Loth  & OHeb  24-29  May. 

Summering  ‘pricked’  birds:  4 M&N,  3 NE,  P&K,  Fife  & Bord  with  singles  Arg,  Shet  & Ayr 
Autumn:  First  8 Ythan  Est.  27  Aug;  1 Balphetrish  Bay,  Tiree  Arg  30  Aug;  NE  10  Sep;  A&D,  Loth  & Bord  12- 
14  Sep;  A&D,  M&N,  Fife  & Forth  23-26  Sep;  OHeb  and  Ayr  28-30  Sep;  Is  of  May,  Ork  & Shet  3-16  Oct. 
Away  from  main  resorts  the  max  counts  include:  5,200  Walston  Clyde,  3,000  L.  of  Lintrathen  A&D,  2,176 
Whitton  L.  B in  Oct;  4,000  Monikie  A&D,  4,000  Thornhill,  3,100  Lecropt  Forth  in  Nov;  4,600  Covington 
Clyde  in  Dec.  For  account  of  the  year  for  Pink-footed  Goose  in  Lothian:  see  Brown  (2000)  Lothian  Bird  Report  1999:  120-124. 


Greater  White-fronted  Goose  (White-fronted  Goose)  Anser  albifrons 
Greenland  White-front  A.a.flavirostris  (includes  un-raced  birds) 

Winter/Spring:  Ork  4 wintering  flocks  - 142  Glims  Moss,  89  The  Loons,  34  Meikle  L.,  Stronsay  & 16-28  L.of 
Tankemess  during  Jan/Feb;  OHeb  only  192  at  6 sites  in  Feb;  Bord  Bemersyde  flock  peaked  at  58  in  Jan;  Arg 
10,260  birds  on  Islay  in  census  10  Jan  (8,931  in  ’99).  The  March  Argyll  census  gave  a total  of  17,312  birds 
(20,192  in  ’99)  with  11,201  on  Islay,  3,349  in  Kintyre,  1,347  Tiree,  1,014  Mull,  405  Mid- Argyll,  157  Colonsay 
and  15  Jura;  Clyde  Is  220  Largievrechtan,  Bute  in  Mar;  Clyde  peak  counts  of  320  Endrick  Mouth  and  267 
Croftamie  in  Jan  & 140  Cattermuir  in  Feb,  35  Kilmarnock  in  Mar;  D&G  284-304  L.Ken  Jan-Mar  with  360 
West  French,  Stranraer  in  Mar. 

Elsewhere:  Max  counts:  1-6  P&K,  1-3  Fife,  1-2  NE  & 1 A&D  Jan-Mar;  6 M&N  in  Jan;  2 Forth  in  Feb;  6 Ayr  & 
1 Loth  in  Mar. 

Spring:  300N  Balranald,  North  Uist  & Nunton,  Benbecula  OH  6-10  Apr;  main  departure  Islay  on  13/14  Apr 
with  main  passage  OHeb  14/15  Apr  when  c.1,050  noted  passing  N.  120  Duntulm  H 7 Apr. 

Last  Shet,  P&K,  Clyde  & Bord  4-15  Apr;  NE  & M&N  28-30  Apr;  Arg  12  May;  OHeb  28  May. 

Summer:  Arg  5 still  present  Easter  Ellister,  Islay  but  no  suggestion  of  breeding;  12  Claddach,  Islay  9 Sep  were 
thought  to  be  feral. 

Autumn/Winter:  First  Arg  19  Sep;  Ork  26  Sep;  Shet,  NE  & OHeb  3-5  Oct;  High  8 Oct;  Bord  15  Oct. 

Ork  max  153  Swannay  L.  Nov/Dec;  OHeb  157  in  3 flocks  in  Dec;  High  153  Outer  L.Ewe  H in  Oct;  Arg 
18,786  censused  Argyll  11-12  Nov  with  13,281  Islay,  3,303  Kintyre,  1,064  Tiree,  125  Coll  and  40  Colonsay; 
4,725  aged  birds  on  Islay  revealed  8.2%  juvs  (well  below  mean)  with  MBS  3.5;  Clyde  Is  200  Largievrechtan  in 
Dec;  Clyde  158  Croftamie,  135  Kilmaronock  & 30  Endrick  Mouth  in  Nov;  D&G  220  L.Ken  area  Oct-Nov, 
220-267  in  the  Stranraer  area  in  Oct. 

Max  elsewhere:  1-3  NE  Oct-Dec;  3 Fife  in  Dec;  2 M&N  in  Dec;  and  singles  P&K  in  Oct,  Bord  in  Nov. 
European  White-front  A.a.albifrons 

Spring:  1 Bemersyde  B 11  Mar;  1 L.of  Strathbeg  NE  12  Mar;  1 Crieff  P&K  25  Mar. 

Autunm:  1 Rora  NE  2 Sep;  1 Strathbeg  6-13  Oct;  1 Carsebreck  P&K  15  Oct. 


* Lesser  White-fronted  Goose  Anser  erythrop[us 

Winter/Spring:  1 Caerlaverock  D&G  10  Jan  and  at  Mersehead  D&G  27  Jan  & 4-5  Mar  was  colour-ringed  and 
traced  to  the  Scandinavian  reintroduction  scheme. 

1 feral  bird  seen  Kercock  P&K  15  Mar  later  paired  to  a Barnacle  Goose  while  another  was  seen  there  in  May. 
[1999]  1 nested  Kercock  P&K  paired  to  a white  farmyard  goose  hatched  eggs  but  failed;  2prs  plus  a white 
goose  seen  L.Clunie  P&K  9 Oct. 


Greylag  Goose  Anser  anser 


Main  resorts 

Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Apr 

Sep 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

L.Spynie  M&N 

- 

- 

- 

900 

2400 

550 

2600 

Strathallan  P&K 

550 

475 

545 

250 

- 

230 

1160 

605 

Stratheam  P&K 

2630 

- 

1490 

- 

- 

- 

2316 

Eden  Est.  F 

670 

1330 

1200 

1030 

- 

* 

400 

840 

Kilconquhar  Loch  F 

1336 

740 

700 

435 

472 

748 

1056 

Stirling  Carses  Forth 

800 

590 

1000 

>40 

- 

400 

590 

Threipmuir  L 

650 

- 

192 

- 

262 

365 

1390 

200 

Bemersyde  B 

800 

600 

911 

975 

- 

334 

536 

6 

Folly  Loch  B 

- 

- 

300 

1319 

- 

137 

800 

3500 

Maybole  Ayr 

400 

500 

766 

500 

11 

300 

515 
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Winter/Spring:  Away  from  the  main  resorts  the  max  area  counts  were:  OHeb  2,615  in  co-ordinated  Feb  count 
(2,542  in  ’99);  M&N  2,500  Kinnedar  & 2,300  Easter  Coltfield  in  Jan  with  1,200  Findhom  Bay  in  Mar;  NE 
1,070  L.of  Skene  in  Jan;  A&D  max  340  Montrose  Basin  in  Jan;  P&K  780  Vane  Farm  & 770  Pitlochry  in  Jan, 
700  Marlee  Loch  in  Mar;  Fife  1,400  Bowhouse  and  1,000  Rameldry  in  Jan,  1,470  Easter  Kilwhiss  in  Feb; 
Loth  539  Tyninghame  in  Jan;  Bord  525  Yetholm  L.  in  Mar;  Arg  4,133  in  Mar  census  with  60%,  2,489,  on 
Tiree;  Clyde  Is  1,780  Bute  in  Feb;  Clyde  Kelvin  Valley  flock  max  was  1,200  East  Muckcroft  Farm  in  Mar 
while  max  668  Endrick  Valley/L.  Lomond  in  Feb;  Ayr  677  Tarbolton  in  Feb;  D&G  1,191  L.Ken  in  Jan.  3,000 
passage  birds  over  Lochwinnoch  Clyde  30  Mar. 

Breeding:  M&N  7prs  + c.5br24  seen  Lochindorb;  NE  c.200  reported  at  6 sites  but  no  comments  on  success; 
A&D  pr  fledged  br3  L.of  Kinnordy;  P&K  seen  9 sites  with  lOOprs  L.Leven  & c.  17prs  elsewhere,  only  8 broods 
noted,  post-breeding  assembly  of  230  Marlee  L.  in  Sep;  Loth  min  27  broods  fledged  a minimum  of  191  young; 
Bord  small  numbers  at  6 sites  but  breeding  confirmed  at  only  2 sites;  Arg  175  broods  with  630  young  on  Tiree, 
10  broods  Gunna  Is.,  5prs  & 5brl7  Colonsay,  8prs  with  3brl0  Oronsay,  5br22  L.Gorm,  Islay,  6prs  Connell  area 
and  C.20  other  prs  were  seen  at  12  other  sites  with  min.  6br26;  Clyde  16br59  noted  at  6 sites  with  moult  flocks 
of  186  Hogganfield  L.  in  Jul;  Ayr  7prs  at  4 sites  had  2brl7;  D&G  5prs  bred  at  min  3 sites  with  4br22. 
AutumnAVinter:  Max  areacountS:  OHeh4,991  in  co-ordinated  Aug  count  (3,544  in  ’99);  M&N  10,000  Westerton, 
4,730  Clochan  & 3,000  Roseisle  in  Nov;  NE  10,000  L.of  Skene  in  Oct  & 664  Strathbeg  in  Nov;  A&D  3,000 
Lumley  Den  & 905  Lintrathen  in  Nov;  P&K  1,189  Tay/Tummel,  1,250  Marlee  L. , 1,075  Drummond  L.  & 955 
Carsebreck  in  Nov;  Fife  1,200  Clatto  Res.  in  Dec;  Bord  1,300  Hand  Yards  & 1,000  Tweeddalebum  in  Nov,  820 
Redden  Haugh  in  Dec;  Arg  3,522  Tiree  in  Aug,  4,704  in  Argyll  census  in  Nov  (4,289  in  ’99)  (75%  on  Tiree); 
Clyde  Is  1,600  Quien  L.,  Bute  in  Mar;  Clyde  2,520  Gadloch/Millichen  Flood  in  Nov,  850  Caldarvan  Station  in 
Dec;  Ayr  400  Tarbolton  in  Dec;  D&G  347  Castle  Kennedy  in  Jul,  266  Milton  L.  in  Aug,  698  L.Ken  in  Dec. 


Snow  Goose  Anser  caerulescens 

Wild  birds?:  White  phase  - ad  Grange  Farm  D&G  (with  Barnacles  & Pinks)  16  Jan,  possibly  same  seen  Wigtown 
Bay  D&G  11  Feb- 11  Mar,  Mersehead  D&G  17-30  Mar  & Caerlaverock  D&G  2-5  Apr;  ad  (with  Greenland 
White-fronts)  Tiree  Arg  9 Jan-9  Apr;  ad  Montrose  Basin  A&D  (with  Pinks)  28  Feb-20  Mar;  ad  Blairdrummond 
Forth  17  Mar;  ad  L.of  Strathbeg  NE  16  Nov-2001;  1 various  sites  Islay  Arg  9 Oct-25  Dec. 

Blue-phase  - 1 Cambee  F 3 Mar. 

Feral  Birds:  2 blue-phase  ads  L.Feochan  Arg  14  Aug  with  other  exotic  waterfowl. 


Canada  Goose  Branta  canadensis 

Resident  birds:  P&K  131  Monzievaird,  83  Butterstone  L.,  68  Abercaimey  & 58  Stare  Dam  in  Jan,  86  L.of 
Craiglush  & 63  L.of  Lowes  in  Jun;  bred  8 sites  across  area,  242  L.of  Craiglush,  157  Kercock  & 93  Drummond 
L.  in  Sep,  143  Monzievaird  in  Oct,  128  Abercaimey  in  Nov,  102  Stormont  L.  in  Dec;  Forth  161  in  Feb  WeBS, 
252  in  Nov  WeBS,  pairs  noted  at  4 sites  with  16  young  and  a max  count  118  Cambusmore  during  Nov;  Loth 
max  63  Duddingston  L.  in  May;  Bord  groups  of  1-15  noted,  mainly  outwith  the  breeding  season;  Arg  54 
Colonsay  in  Mar  with  9prs  + 5br28  & 15  non-breeders  in  Jun,  ad+br3  seen  Oronsay  in  May,  c.48prs  noted  10 
sites  Mid-Argyll  with  c.l8br77  & 4prs  N.Argyll  with  3brl4,  also  54  L.Awe  in  Mar,  20  Ad  Est.  in  Aug;  Clyde 
145  Boturich  & 1 13  Rowbank  Res.  in  Jan  with  17prs  breeding,  rearing  13br56  with  222  Endrick  Mouth  in  Aug 
& 177  Wester  Fulwood  in  Oct;  Ayr  30  Barcraigs  Res.  in  Jan  after  a release  or  an  escape  in  late  ’99,  7prs 
occupied  6 sites  with  br2  Martnaham  L.  & brl  L.o’th’Lowes;  D&G  74  Caerlaverock  & 20  Soulseat  L.  in  Jan, 
57  Castle  Kennedy  and  3 1 Glenkiln  Res.  in  Jul,  70  Milton  L.  in  Aug,  104  Castle  L.  in  Nov  & 67  L.Ryan  in  Dec; 
Yorkshire-Beauly  moult-migration:  Northbound  - 15N  Glen  Lethnot  A&D  on  28  May;  14  Lochindorb  M&N 
& 6 Davan  House  NE  31  May;  15N  Cambee  F 7 Jun;  39  Musselburgh  L,  25E  Coldingham  Bay  B & 20 
Eyemouth  B 8 Jun;  60N  Galashiels  B,  49NE  Kinloss  M&N,  44  Silverknowes  L,  32  Gillingshill  Res.  F & 25N 
Anstmther  F 9 Jun;  11  Kingston  M&N  11  Jun;  25N  Little  Forter  A&D  15  Jun;  25SE  Leuchars  F 25  Jun. 
Moult  Rock:  372  Evanton,  Cromarty  Firth  H 14  Jul;  480  Beauly  Firth  H 19  Jul. 

Southbound  - 60  Vane  Farm  P&K  4 Aug;  16  Ythan  Est.  NE  5 Aug- 13  Oct;  26  Eden  Est.  F & 10  Stenhouse  Res. 
F 25  Aug;  Findhom  Bay  M&N,  25S  Ethie  Mains  A&D,  24S  Wormiston  F &14S  Skateraw  L 27-28  Aug;  21 
Longannet  F 5 Sep;  24  Kilconquhar  L.  F 8 Sep;  50  Cranshaws  B 17  Sep;  10  Haddo  NE  8 & 14  Oct. 

Possible  vagrants:  1 large  race  Hough,  Tiree  Arg  12  Jan;  3 smaller  race  Bridgend,  Islay  Arg  20  Feb;  1 hutchinsii- 
type  Lecropt  Forth  22  Feb;  1 small  race  Bankhead  Ayr  9 Apr. 

Probable  feral  birds:  1 small  race  Endrick  Mouth  in  Aug;  2 small  race  Carsebreck  P&K  & 1 hutchinsii  L.Gminart, 
Islay  Arg  15-30  Oct;  1 large  race  Comaigbeg,  Tiree  Arg  20  Oct. 
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Barnacle  Goose  Branta  canadensis 

Svalbard  flock:  The  winter  99/00  Solaway  D&G  population  estimate  was  24,100  birds  with  10.9%  young  and 
MBS  1.6(22,209,  15.6%  & 1.67  in  ‘98/99).  Max  10,222  Caerlaveroek  D&G  in  Jan  dropped  to  5,220  in  Apr.  At 
Mersehead  D&G  the  counts  rose  from  7,900  on  15  Jan  to  8,500  on  24  Mar  and  peaked  at  14,700  on  30  Mar. 
Other  winter  counts  include:  7,250  Kingholm  Quay  D&G  25  Feb  & 9,300  Kirkconnell  Merse  D&G  19  Mar. 
Elsewhere  Jan/Feb  records  include  1-12  in  A&D  (3  birds),  P&K  (2),  Fife  (5),  Loth  (7),  Bord  (1)  & Clyde  (2). 
The  only  significant  numbers  wintered  at  L.of  Strathbeg  NE  where  max  23  on  13  Feb. 

Passage  birds  include:  60  St. Abbs  Head  B 11  Mar;  47N  Collieston  NE  1 May;  200N  Fife  Ness  F & 60  Is  of 
May  9 May;  36  St.Fergus  NE  & 36N  Fishtown  of  Usan  A&D  11  May;  700  Coldstream  B 14  May. 

Last  P&K  & Forth  21-23  Apr;  Fife,  Clyde  & Is  of  May  1-15  May;  Bord  24  May;  M&N  28  May. 

6 sununered  Caerlaveroek  & 1 at  Gryfe  No.  1 Res.  Clyde  in  May-Jun. 

On  the  evidence  of  the  dates,  the  autumn  records  from  Shetland  suggest  a Svalbard  origin,  rather  than  from 
Greenland  with  the  first  US  Noss  Shet  on  1 1 Sep;  followed  by  the  first  at  L.of  Strathbeg  1 3 Sep  & Tyninghame 
L 14  Sep  with  ‘hundreds’  passing  Peterhead  NE  on  17  Sep.  95  Fair  Is  21  Sep  & 93  Scatness  Shet  23  Sep. 
First  M&N  21  Sep;  P&K,  D&G,  Fife  & Ayr  23  Sep;  Bord  24  Sep;  Is  of  May  27  Sep.  Passage  observations 
include:  600  Strathbeg  28  Sep  rising  to  1,655  on  30  Sep,  a record  3,200  on  1 Oct,  before  falling  to  591  on  5 Oct 
and  316  on  10  Oct.  350  Musselburgh  L,  200E  Speymouth  M&N,  120  Ayton  B & 28S  Maidens  Ayr  29  Sep. 
The  main  movement  was  on  30  Sep  when  970+  Eden  Est.  F,  7 1 0 Aberlady  L,  600S  Eife  Ness  F,  600S  Girdleness 
NE,  563  Cameron  Reservoir  F,  200  Tomess  L,  200  Cupar  F,  139  St.Andrews  F,  100  Cove  B,  50S  Rankinston 
Ayr,  46  Spey  Bay  M&N,  46  Kinbuck  Forth,  25  Greenock  Clyde  and  23 S Tumberry  Ayr.  160  St.Andrews, 
230  Scatness,  120  Glenrothes  F,  100  Fair  Is  58  West  Water  Res.  B 1-2  Oct;  200S  Fife  Ness,  60  Is  of  May  and 
44  L.Leven  P&K  4-5  Oct;  70  Skinflats  Forth  & 46  Montrose  Basin  A&D  on  8-9  Oct. 

On  the  Solway  3,210  had  reached  Caerlaveroek  by  30  Sep  with  max  of  13,000  there  13  Dec.  Other  counts: 
8,440  Mersehead  17  Oct  & 4,570  Powfoot  D&G  19  Dec. 

Away  from  the  Solway  numbers  at  Strathbeg  remained  high  with  328  on  21  Oct,  277  on  29  Nov  & 278  on  9 
Dec.  Other  than  18  Auchmithie  A&D  on  11  Dec  only  small  numbers  lingered  into  Dec  in  Clyde  (max  12), 
M&N  (2),  Fife  (3  singles)  & Bord  (4). 

Greenland  flock:  Arg  the  Islay  census  showed  31,795  on  11  Jan  (35,417  in  ’99).  The  Argyll  census  on  25-30 
Mar  revealed  32,501  (38,269  in  ’99)  with  28,500  on  Islay,  1,123  on  Tiree,  667  Coll,  610  in  Mid-Argyll  & 563 
on  Oronsay.  At  other  times  max  counts  include  788  Coll  10  Jan,  1,607  Tiree  on  17  Feb. 

OHeb:  1,491  were  censused  on  Bemeray /North  Uist  in  Feb  (1,648  in  ’99). 

Ork  : 1,000  South  Walls  Jan-Apr  with  only  parties  1-4  elsewhere  on  islands  Jan-Apr. 

While  2,550  were  still  at  L.Gruinart,  Islay  Arg  on  19  Apr  numbers  sunk  to  18  on  30  Apr  & 2 on  2 May. 

Other  passage  counts  include:  800N  Eoligarry,  Barra  OH,  700  Balranald,  North  Uist  OH  & llONW  Griminish 
Pt.,  North  Uist  OH  7-20  Apr.  Last  OHeb  30  Apr;  Arg  2 May;  Fair  Is  1 1 May;  Ork  16  May;  Fair  Is  16  Jun. 

3 1 Lephinmore  Arg  19  Aug  were  very  early  as  were  singles  seen  Oronsay  on  27  Aug  and  Balphetrish,  Tiree  Arg 
on  29  Aug.  There  is  the  possibility  that  these  were  feral  birds. 

7S  Sandaig,  Tiree  Arg  on  21  Sep  may  have  been  the  vanguard  of  the  western  passage,  the  mass  arrival  at 
L.Gruinart  on  5 Oct  with  16,490  present  on  13  Oct  were  the  first  real  numbers  reported. 

300  North  & South  Uist  OH  & 221  Balevullin,  Tiree  Arg  5-6  Oct;  1,326S  Rubha  Ardvule,  South  Uist  OH  9 
Oct;  8 IS  Machrihanish  Arg  10  Oct. 

Arg:  Argyll  census  of  11-12  Nov  had  37,262  birds  (37,766  in  ’99)  with  35,332  on  Islay,  1,024  on  Tiree,  380 
Coll,  280  in  Mid- Argyll  & 242  on  Oronsay.  Max  count  Coll  was  718  in  Dec.  A sample  of  10,473  birds  on  Islay 
showed  10.1%  juvs  (slightly  above  average)  with  MBS  2.1  (1.9). 

OHeb:  400-500  Pabbay  OH  & L.Paible,  North  Uist  OH  in  Dec. 

Ork:  1,000  South  Walls  Oct-Dee  was  the  main  concentration  with  37  Deemess  Ork  30  Sep;  93  L.of  Tankemess 
Ork  16  Oct  & 60  Toab  Ork  26  Oct  being  potential  Svalbard  birds. 

Feral  birds:  Breeding  birds:  7 Kercock  P&K  where  br3  and  a Canada  on  29  May;  pr  Horse  Is.  Ayr  had  c/9  on 
22  May.  2 in  Kirkintilloch/Drymen/Millichen  Clyde  Aug-Nov;  a pair  bred  unsuccessfully  at  Bellaport  Pier, 
Cromarty  Firth  H. 

Several  caught  up  in  the  Canada  moult-migration  included  1 Rachan  B 6 Jun  & 3 Bemersyde  B 7 Jun. 

Hybrid  Snow  x Barnacle  Clashmore  H 4 Apr. 
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Brent  Goose  Branta  bemicla 
Pale-bellied  Brent  B.b.hrota 
Winter:  many  records  of  1-4  N.Isl^ 
birds:  5-20  wintered  L.Ryan 
D&G  Jan-Mar;  max  7 Eden  Est. 

F in  Jan;  8 Saltcoats  Ayr  9 Feb;  e/C  Scot 

7 North  Ford,  Benbecula  OH  on  SE  Scot 
13  Feb. 

SWScot 

Spring:  Passage  off  OHeb  where  288NW  Rubha  Ardvule,  South  Uist,  210  Bayhead,  North  Uist,  80  Balranald, 
North  Uist  & 80  North  Bay  South  Uist  7-25  Apr.  Also  15  L.Indaal,  Islay  Arg  8 Apr;  10  Gott  Bay,  Tiree  Arg  on 
10  Apr.  Last  NF  & Fife  1-3  May;  Arg  15  May;  OHeb,  NE  & Shet  22-27  May. 

Autumn:  First  1 Caimbulg  NE  27  Aug;  Bord  & Fife  1-2  Sep;  Ayr,  Arg  & OHeb  5-9  Sep;  M&N,  High  & Clyde 
15-18  Sep;  D&G  24  Sep. 

45N/25S  Fife  Ness  F,  12  Ythan  NE  & 3 Scoughall  L 30  Aug;  3 Boddam  NE  1 Sep;  9S  (unraced)  St. Abbs  Head 
B & 6S  Girdleness  NE  2 Sep;  235S  past  Frenchmen’s  Rocks,  Islay  Arg  (4hrs)  & 20  L.Gruinart,  Islay  Arg  on  9 
Sep;  229  Rubha  Ardvule  9-10  Sep;  21  Is  of  May  & max  9 Eden  Est.  14  Sep;  20N  Fife  Ness  & 20  Is  of  May  15 
Sep;  17  Is  of  May  21  Sep;  max  24  Ythan  Est.  24  Sep-14  Oct;  120  Corran  Goulab^v',  North  Uist  OH  17  Sep;  20 
Speymouth  M&N  20  Sep;  max  86  L.Gruinart  27  Sep;  55  unraced  birds  Caimbulg  NE  & 15  Lossiemouth  M&N 

8 Oct;  68S  Rubha  Ardvule  9 Oct;  1 1 1 L.Ewe  H 9 Oct;  164  Machrihanish  Arg  10  Oct. 

Winter:  110  Papa  Westray  Ork  2 Nov;  max  19  wintered  L.Ryan  in  Dec.  Several  records  of  1-3  birds  in  Nov/ 
Dec.  Suggestion  of  a hard-weather  movement  in  late  Dec  with:  8 Eden  Est.  27  Dec;  4 Naim  Bar  M&N  29  Dec. 
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Dark-bellied  Brent  B.b.benicla 

Winter/Spring:  1 Skinflats  Forth  8-13  Feb;  1 Caerlaverock  D&G  25  Feb;  1 Bogside  Ayr  26  Apr;  1 Aird  an 
Runair,  North  Uist  OH  30  Apr-4  May;  1 Skyrebum  Bay  D&G  20-21  May. 

Autumn/Winter:  1 Pow  Bum  Ayr  7 Jul. 

IS  Montrose  A&D  9 Sep;  29S  Girdleness  NE  20  Sep;  IE  Earlsferry  Ness  F 21  Sep;  1 Lunan  Bay  A&D  23  Sep; 
1 Bams  Ness  L 24  Sep;  1 Aberlady  Bay  L 25  Sep-4  Oct;  1 L.of  Strathbeg  NE  22  Oct  & 5 Nov;  1 Ythan  Est.  NE 
23  Oct;  IN  Fife  Ness  F 28  Oct;  1 Arbroath  A&D  20  Nov;  4 Ythan  Est.  25  Nov;  1 Eden  Est.  F 25  & 27  Nov;  1 
Tyninghame  L 26  Dec. 


* Red-breasted  Goose  Branta  ruficollis 

Autumn:  1 Miltonhill  M&N  21-31  Oct.  First  record  for  Moray  & Naim. 
See  Hewitt  in  Moray  & Naim  Bird  Report  2000:  95-96  for  an  account  of  the  record. 


* Ruddy  Shelduck  Tadoma  ferruginea 

Autumn:  1 ad  L.of  Tankemess  Ork  28  Aug-2  Sep  moved  to  Eves  Howe  Ork  5 Sep.  Fifth  record  for  Orkney. 


Common  Shelduck  (Shelduck)  Tadoma  tadoma 

Winter/Spring: 

325  Skinflats,  114  South 
Ford,  South  Uist  OH, 

110  L.Paible,  North  Uist 
OH,  71  Rough  Firth 
D&G  & 61  on  Tiree 
Arg  coast  during  Jan; 

783  Forth  Est.  Forth  & 

58  Eamsmouth  P&K  in 
Feb;  82  Mill  Sands  Ork 
in  Mar;  85  Mersehead 
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D&G,  78  Manxman’s  L.  D&G  & 43  Vane  Farm  P&K  in  Apr;  410  Powfoot  D&G  in  Jun. 

At  the  start  of  the  year  there  was  a mean  of  559  & max  985  on  the  Caerlaverock-Carse  Bay  D&G  feeding 
areas,  and  a mean  184  & max  712  at  Powfoot  D&G  and  a mean  209  & max  374  at  Browhouses/Redkirk  Point 


D&G. 
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Breeding: 

Ork  30prs  Mainland,  5prs  South  Ronaldsay  & 4prs 
Stronsay;  OHeb  16  broods  South  Uist,  12prs/broods 
Lewis/Harris,  12  broods  North  Uist;  A&D  2 inland  prs  at 
Kinnordy;  Fife  86-112  prs  Eden  Est.  (local  MBP  0.4  - 
0.5)  with  another  lOprs  on  R.Eden,  llprs  L.Gelly,  5prs 
Inchcolm  & 5prs  Craigluscar  Res.,  found  at  6 inland  sites; 
Forth  8prs  Blackdevonmouth;  Loth  a disappointing  sea- 
son, noted  at  3 inland  sites  but  no  inland  breeding;  Bord 
c.l2prs  noted  6 inland  sites  with  2br5  fledged;  Clyde  Is 
3prs  bred  Clauchlands,  Arran  with  just  7 fledging;  Clyde 
6prs  bred  upper  Clyde  Est.,  with  57  young,  also  4-5prs 
bred  Endrick  Mouth  and  pr  +br7  Ballochruin  Pools,  a new 
breeding  site;  Arg  19prs  Colonsay,  3prs  Iona,  2prs  Sanda 
Is.,  2prs  Mull  and  some  4prs  on  the  mainland. 

First  young  seen:  Clyde  & Clyde  Is  5 May;  Shet,  Ork  & Ayr  16-19  May;  Is  of  May  7 Jun;  Bord  9 Jun. 
AutumnAVinter:  Moult  flocks:  5 10+  Glencaple/Scar  Point  D&G  and  470  Clyde  Est.  Clyde  in  Jul;  2,940  Kinneil 
in  Aug;  1336  Torry  Bay  F and  734  Skinflats  Forth  during  Sep;  920  Kinneil  in  Oct;  2,400  Caerlaverock  D&G 
& 433  Powfoot  in  Nov. 

Away  from  the  main  resorts  the  max  counts  were  86  L.Paible,  47  L.Indaal,  Islay  Arg,  38  L.Don,  Mull  Arg  and 
17  Mill  Sands  in  Dec. 
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Mandarin  Aix  galericulata 

Winter/Spring:  12  (9mm)  Farr  H in  Feb;  Im  Noddsdale  Bum  Ayr  19  Feb  seen  Routenbum  Ayr  24  Apr;  If 
R.Ugie  at  Invemgie  NE  9 Feb  & Invemrie  NE  25  Mar;  1 Strowan  P&K  24  Feb;  1 Bimie/Gaddon  L.  F 9 Apr; 
If  Tobermory,  Mull  Arg  7 Jun  was  thought  to  be  an  escape. 

Breeding:  H 8mm  & 5ff  bred  in  nest  boxes  at  Farr  with  2m&lf  seen  Kildary  L.  in  Apr;  NE  pr  R.Ugie  18  Apr  & 
8 Jun;  P&K  singles  mm  Perth  Jan-Mar  with  pr  5 & 12  Mar,  f+br5  Luncarty  22  May  dropped  to  br4  by  19  Jun; 
Bord  no  Eye  Water  records  from  breeding  season  but  5 Houndwood  in  Dec,  Im  Gunknowe  L.  was  paired  with 
f Mallard  Apr-Jun;  Arg  pr  with  br2  Braevallich,  L. Awe.  No  data  on  the  Cowal  population. 

AutumnAVinter:  Im  Beveridge  Park,  Kirkcaldy  F 2 Aug- 18  Dec;  If  L.Monzievaird  P&K  26  Nov;  f Cardross 
Bay  Clyde  6-7  Dec;  pr  Monikie  A&D  17-18  Dec. 


Eurasian  Wigeon  (Wigeon)  Anas  penelope 
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Winter/Spring:  1,087  Forth  Est.  Forth, 
762  Castle  L.  D&G,  645  Carsebreck 
P&K,  416  Bimie  L.  F,  411  Cloddach 
Quarry  M&N  in  Jan;  1,400  Bute  WeBS 
Clyde  Is,  760  Loch  of  Stenness  Ork, 
438  L.Leven  P&K  & 301  Whitrig  B in 
Feb;  705  Mill  Dam,  Shapinsay  Ork  in 
Mar; 

Breeding:  Shet  br6  South  Nesting  and 
br8  Voe;  Ork  bred  7 sites  on  Mainland 
with  9 broods  seen,  also  bred  at  3 sites 
on  off  islands  with  suspected  breeding 
at  3 other  sites;  OHeb  1 brood  North 
Uist,  lOprs  with  brl2  seen  Benbecula  & 
19prs  South  Uist  with  9br26;  M&N 
noted  3 sites  with  brl  seen;  NE  3prs 
Braemar  with  2br5,  br3  Hillockhead  P. 
& 2 broods  Tillypronie;  A&D  3brl2  L.of 
Kinnordy,  br4  Blackwater  Dam  & br7 
Auchintaple  L.;  P&K  4prs  L.Leven, 
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broods  seen  L.Uaine,  L.Turret  & L.Moraig  with  possible  breeding  at  4 other  sites;  Fife  present  7 sites  but  no 
suggestion  of  breeding;  Arg  2br8  L.Tulla  but  no  broods  despite  birds  on  Islay  & Tiree;  Bord  no  evidence  of 
breeding;  Clyde  1-4  birds  noted  at  5 sites  but  no  hint  of  breeding;  D&G  pr  Mersehead. 

First  young  seen  Shet  7 Jun;  NE  18  Jun;  M&N  9 Jul. 

AutumnAVinter:  1,285  L.of  Tankemess  Ork,  1,040  Forth  Est.,  547  Fairlie  shore  Ayr  & 356  Blackness  L in  Oct; 
2,991  Scapa  Flow  Ork,  2,260  Bute,  1,299  Miltonhill  M&N,  753  Caerlaverock  D&G,  300+  Auchencaim  Bay 
D&G  and  300+  Kinnaber  A&D  during  Nov;  870  Newark  Bay  Ork,  850  Carsebreck,  562  Alloa  Inches  Forth, 
549  Naim/Culbin  Bars  M&N,  500  Kingston  M&N  in  Dec. 


* American  Wigeon  Anas  americana 

Winter/Spring:  Im  Mill  Sand  Ork  from  ’99  to  4 Mar;  Im  Bay  of  Suckquoy  Ork  from  ’99  to  8 Apr;  Im  Lossie 
Est.  M&N  from  ’99  to  19  Mar;  Im  Bogside  Ayr  21-30  Jan;  Im  Alturlie,  Inverness  Firth  H 4 Jan;  Im  returned 
to  Montrose  Basin  A&D  12  Feb-23  Mar,  perhaps  the  same  seen  displaying  to  f Eurasian  Wigeon  on  23-26  May; 
P'-w  m St.Peter’s  Pool  Ork  13  Feb-8  Apr;  Im  returned  Ardfem,  L.Craignish  Arg  16  Mar  also  seen  Add  Est. 
Arg  30  Apr;  Im  L.of  Banks  Ork  23-24  Apr  was  possibly  the  same  as  Im  Backsskaill  L.,  Papa  Westray  Ork  on 
25  Apr;  1 Brow  Marsh  Shet  3-7  May,  possibly  same  as  Im  L.of  Troswickness  Shet  30  May;  pr  L.of  Strathbeg 
NE  13-14  May;  Im  Kinnaber  NE  21  May. 

AuturmVWinter:  Im  L.of  Spiggie  Shet  16-17  Sep;  Im  returned  L.Craignish  Arg  8 Oct  & Add  Est./L.Crinan 
Arg  from  27  Oct  into  2001 ; an  amazing  10  birds  (4mm,  2ff,  2 P‘-w  m,  2 P‘-w  f)  were  at  L.of  Hillwell  Shet  on 
9 Oct  gradually  reducing  to  3 on  28  Oct  when  joined  by  another  P-w  m,  3 birds  were  still  present  into  2001. 
P*-w  m St.Peter’s  Pool  5 Nov-2001;  limm  m Slains  L.  & Meikle  L.  NE  9 Oct-1  Nov;  Im  Ardmore  & L.Bee, 
South  Uist  OH  10  Oct  into  2001;  P‘-w  m St.Peter’s  Pool  5 Nov- 2001;  1 returned  Lossie  Est.  11  Nov  to  2001. 
Third  for  Ayrshire,  5‘^-6‘^  for  Moray  & Naim,  The  arrival  of  10  birds  at  the  same  site  is  unprecedented. 


* Falcated  Teal  Anas  strepera 

Winter:  Im  shot  Newlott,  Shapinsay  Ork  23  Nov.  First  record  for  Orkney. 

Accepted  onto  Category  D by  the  BBRC.  The  skin  is  now  in  Royal  Museum  of  Scotland  collection. 


Gadwall  Anas  strepera 

Winter/Spring:  12  Baron’s  Haugh  Clyde  on  12  Mar;  11  Papa  Westray  Ork  and  6 L.Leathan  Arg  during  Apr; 
max  14  L.of  Hillwell  Shet  in  May. 

Breeding:  Shet  6prs  L.of  Hillwell,  pr 
Sumburgh  Hotel  & pr  L.of  Tingwall 
in  May  but  no  hint  of  breeding;  Ork 
breeding  confirmed  at  Graemeshall 
L.  & The  Loons  (3prs)  on  Mainland  and  at  Mill  Dam,  Shapinsay  (4prs)  & Papa  Westray,  possibly  bred  Sanday 
& Stronsay;  OHeb  2prs  L.Mor,  North  Uist,  f+br5  Coot  L.,  Benbecula,  f+brl  L.Bee,  South  Uist;  M&N  pr 
L.Spynie  in  Apr  with  f in  Jun  but  no  suggestion  of  breeding;  NE  pr  L.of  Strathbeg  in  May  but  did  not  linger; 
A&D  22prs  Kinnordy  with  14br57  & f+br2  Forfar  L.;  P&K  70-80prs  bred  L.Leven;  Fife  2prs  bred  Gaddon/ 
Bimie  L.  but  were  predated  by  Fox,  prs  L.Gelly,  Kilconquhar  L.  & Mountcastle  Quarry  but  no  breeding;  Forth 
pr  at  2 sites  in  Mar  but  not  later;  Bord  3prs  Yetholm  L.  with  br4  noted,  pr  Bemersyde  did  not  breed;  Arg  2prs 
L.Gruinart,  Islay  did  not  breed;  Clyde  Is  2-4  seen  at  2 sites  in  Apr  only;  Clyde  6br3 1 Baron’s  Haugh  with  single 
prs  Bothwell  Pool,  Gartloch  Pool  & North  Haugh;  Ayr  f+brll  Waterside,  Irvine;  D&G  pr  Castle  L.  in  May. 
First  young  seen  Ayr  4 May;  Clyde  25  Jun;  OHeb  early  Jul;  Bord  28  Aug. 

AutumnAVinter:  28  Forfar  L.  A&D  in  Jul;  270  L.Leven,  5 Scatness  Shet  in  Sep;  23  L.Gruinart  & 17  Island  P. 
Clyde  in  Oct;  25  Kilconquhar  L.,  9 L.Ore  F,  9 Craigluscar  Res.  F,  9 Gartloch,  8 Mersehead  D&G,  7 L.of 
Stenness  Ork  in  Nov;  6 Caerlaverock  D&G  in  Dec. 

Generally  comments  that  2000  was  a good  year  for  both  passage  and  breeding  numbers. 

The  first  breeding  records  for  Ayrshire  & the  first  breeding  on  Outer  Hebrides  since  1991. 
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N.Ronaldsay  Ork  10 

14 

14 

8 

4 

4 

0 

4 

31 

41 

13 

19 

Musselburgh  L 1 

3 

5 

5 

- 
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4 

2 

7 

7 

1 

1 

Baron’s  Haugh  Clyde  - 

1 

7 

11 

17 

30 

28 

30 

42 

94 

30 

24 

Merryton  Clyde  0 

5 

0 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

3 

- 

4 

- 

Eurasian  Teal  (Teal)  Anas  crecca 

Winter/Spring:  600  Hule  Moss  B,  530  Kinneil  Forth,  490  The  Loons  Ork,  450  Shelly  Spit  F,  334  Caerlaverock 
D&G,  294  Montrose  Basin  A&D  in  Jan;  320  Aikers,  South  Ronaldsay  Ork  in  Feb; 

Breeding:  Shet  6 broods  Fetlar,  2 broods  Unst  at  Lund  & Baltasound  & Mainland  at  Eshaness,  single  broods 
Voe,  Mainland  & Herra,  Yell;  Ork,  13prs  Shapinsay,  lOprs  Birsay  Moors,  9prs  The  Loons  & 12prs  elsewhere; 
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WeBS 
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F 
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L.of  Harray  Ork 

40 

165 

- 

- 

Mill  Dam  Ork 

214 

380 

140 

- 

L.Bee,  S.Uist  OH 

150 

150 

- 

- 

L.Spynie  M&N 

266 

234 

56 

26 

Spynie  Canal  M&N 

352 

197 

310 

8 

L.of  Strathbeg  NE 

18 

234 

300 

222 

Cruden  Bay  NE 

200 

200 

135 

0 

L.of  Kinnordy  A&D 

75 

200 

51 

94 

Carsebreck  P&K 

250 

- 

- 

247 

Eden  Est.  F 

450 

266 

141 

85 

Kilconquhar  L.  F 

254 

130 

44 

4 

L.Gruinart,  Islay 

928 

577 

890 

324 

Tiree  Arg 

257 

406 

208 

75 

Clyde  Est.  Clyde 

524 

382 

193 

340 

Baron’s  Haugh  Clyde 

- 

157 

57 

299 

Bogside  Ayr 

- 

350 

170 

130 

Mersehead  D&G 

514 

970 

361 

238 

ran;  Clyde  noted  at  8 sites  with  2 
broods;  Ayr  4prs  present  at  3 sites; 
D&G  5prs  at  2 sites. 

AutumnAVinter:  700  Balgove  Bay  F, 
620  Mill  Dam,  600  Dun’s  Dish  A&D 
in  Aug;  300  Mill  Dam  of  Rango  Ork 
during  Sep;  2,940  L.Leven  P&K  and 
400  L.Bee,  South  Uist  OH  during  Oct; 
450  Aikers,  350  Miltonhill  M&N  & 
300  Rossie  Bog  F in  Nov;  1,175 
Kinneil,  650  at  The  Loons,  340  Shelly 
Spit  and  300  Gamock  Floods  Ayr  in 
Dec. 
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200 
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32 

12 

680 

1046 

- 
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- 
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0 
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40 
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284 
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1120 

1055 

228 

100 

151 

120 

340 

8 

35 

244 
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2343 

1710 

1398 

209 

135 

197 

312 

288 

231 

750 

537 

433 

315 

263 

204 

100 

200 

- 

400 

Carsebreck  & Cogbrae;  Fife  7prs  at  6 
sites,  none  bred;  Forth  c.l5  birds  in  suit- 
able habitat  but  no  confirmed  breeding; 
Loth  breeding  noted  at  just  1 site;  Bord 
26prs  at  21  sites  but  no  confirmed  breed- 
ing; Arg  41prs  L.Gruinart  but  just  3 
broods,  2 broods  Tiree,prbredOronsay, 
prs  at  3 mainland  sites  but  only  1 brood 
on  L.Awe;  Clyde  Is  pr  noted  1 site  Ar- 

Teal 

Derick  Watson 
Borders  Bird  Report 


* Green-winged  Teal  Anas  americana 

Winter/Spring:  1 Tingwall  Shet  from  1999  to  10  Mar;  1 Baleshare,  North  Uist  OH  from  1999-13  Feb  & 11 
Mar;  2 L.of  Lintrathen  A&D  P*  Jan  with  1 there  to  27  Jan;  1 L.Gruinart,  Islay  Arg  13  Jan-14  Feb;  1 Longman 
H on  19  Jan-22  Mar;  1 Caerlaverock  D&G  31  Jan-8  Apr;  1 Aird,  Benbecula  OH  21  Feb;  1 Warwickdale  Hash 
Ayr  27  Feb-8  Apr,  also  seen  Bogside  28  Mar,  16-17  & 20  Apr;  1 Boat  of  Garten  H 5-8  Mar;  1 Ness  Mouth  H 1 
& 10  Apr;  1 Meikle  L.  NE  1 1 Apr,  was  probably  same  as  1 Logie  Buchan  NE  27  & 29  Apr;  1 Rattray  Head  NE 
2 & 5 May;  1 L.Stiapavat,  Lewis  OH  1 1 Apr;  1 Croic  a Tuath,  South  Uist  OH  21  Apr  & 4 May;  1 Ythan  Est.  NE 
13  May;  1 L.Gruinart  3 & 17  May  may  have  been  the  Jan/Feb  bird;  1 L.of  Hillwell  Shet  3-21  Jun. 
AutumnAVinter:  1 L.of  Strathbeg  NE  22  Oct-31  Dec;  2 (ad  and  P‘-w  ) L.of  Tingwall  2 Nov,  1 to  13  Nov,  the 
other  moved  to  Dunrossness  Shet  remaining  into  2001;  3 & 1 hybrid  Alturlie  H 13  Nov  with  1-2  seen  into  Dec; 
1 Caerlaverock  17-20  Nov;  1 L.Spynie  M&N  18  Nov-23  Dec;  1 Seamill  Ayr  30-31  Dec;  1 L.Bee,  South  Uist 
OH  17  Dec. 

Hybrid  crecca  x americana  L.of  Strathbeg  NE  24  Feb. 

No  fewer  than  16-18  in  winter/spring  & c.  10  in  winter  is  quite  a haul  and  suggests  that  if  females  were  easily 
identifiable  that  there  might  be  double  the  numbers  present.  The  hybrids  come  as  no  great  surprise  given  the 
numbers  of  males  present.  First  record  for  Moray  & Naim  with  4'^  & 5'^  records  for  Ayrshire. 

See  Proctor  in  Moray  & Naim  Bird  Report  2000:  96  for  an  account  of  the  L.Spynie  bird. 


Mallard  Anas  platyrhynchos 

Winter/Spring:  925  Carsebreck  P&K,  400  Hule  Moss  B,  360  L.Clunie  P&K,  305  Barcraigs  Reservoir  Clyde, 
299  Kinneil  Forth,  295  R.Tay  at  Perth  P&K,  275  Middle  Tweed  B in  Jan;  464  L.of  Lintrathen  A&D,  425  South 
Ronaldsay  Ork,  373  L.of  Stenness  Ork,  349  Lowbank  P&K,  in  Feb.  Max  count  elsewhere  - 121  Shet. 
Breeding:  Shet  39  broods  in  survey  included  26  on  Mainland  & 7 on  Unst,  and  was  scarcer  than  expected,  a 
brood  at  Kirkabister  Ness,  Bressay  was  unusually  on  the  sea;  Fair  Is  2 broods  fledged;  Ork  78prs  Mainland 
with  25pr  The  Loons  & 19prs  Birsay  Moore,  also  26prs  on  other  islands  with  20prs  Mill  Dam,  Shapinsay;  OHeb 
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Mill  Dam  Ork 

583 

395 

290 

- 

- 

509 

649 

80 

Findhom  Bay  M&N 

80 

- 

- 

820 

200 

15 

- 

210 

Dinnet  Lochs  NE 

440 

460 

63 

31 

137 

- 

- 

360 

L.of  Strathbeg  NE 

724 

298 

241 

329 

266 

150 

211 

350 

North  Forth  WeBS  F 

368 

229 

112 

217 

376 

367 

222 

210 

Kilconquhar  L.  F 

592 

218 

52 

330 

40 

146 

183 

265 

Linhthgow  L.  L 

246 

217 

149 

226 

217 

185 

188 

234 

Crosswood  L.  L 

101 

35 

8 

212 

202 

340 

218 

96 

Loch  Gruinart  Arg 

209 

95 

55 

170 

347 

338 

148 

5 

Clyde  Est.  Clyde 

436 

631 

207 

572 

980 

1014 

828 

546 

Lochwinnoch  Clyde 

229 

220 

30 

259 

267 

149 

128 

79 

Mersehead  D&G 

104 

140 

82 

70 

140 

210 

160 

320 

20brl20  noted  North  Uist;  M&N  41 
broods  had  MBS  5.4;  A&D  32prs  bred 
Kinnordy  with  28brl44  while  9br54  was 
seen  at  10  other  sites  (MBS  5.35);  Fife 
54br3 11-344  (MBS  5.8-6.4)  at  19  sites 
with  another  36  broods  of  unknown  size 
at  another  19  sites  was  a productive  sea- 
son; Forth  broods  noted  at  2 sites  (MBS 
7.4);  Loth  min  32  broods  noted;  Bord 
51br269  noted  at  31  sites  with  MBS  5.27 
was  a fairly  poor  year  for  the  numbers  of 
broods  although  the  brood  size  was  just  about  average;  Arg  2prs  Taynish  CBC  (mean  1),  47prs  L.Gruinart 
produced  min  37  broods,  4prs  Colonsay,  2prs  Oronsay,  4prs  Sanda  Is.,  10  broods  on  Tiree;  Clyde  229br959  at 
106  sites  & MBS  4.2  was  a poor  breeding  season  (mean  4.9);  Ayr  17br98  noted  at  17  sites  (MBS  5.8);  D&G 
42prs  Mersehead  managed  to  fledge  110  young  & 5br24  R.Nith  at  Dumfries. 

First  broods  seen  Ork  14  Apr;  Bord  15  Apr;  OHeb  23  Apr; 

Clyde  4 May;  Fife  7 May.  Late  broods  Bord  3 Jul;  Fife  3 Aug. 

AutumnAVinter:  320  Graemeshall  L.  Ork,  296  L.Spynie  M&N  in 
Jul;  1,600  L.Leven  P&K,  585  Strathbeg  NE,  465  Castle  L.  D&G, 

300  Hoselaw  L.  B and  282  Kinnordy  A&D  in  Aug;  847  Scapa  Row 
Ork,  383  Caerlaverock  D&G,  365  Finlaystone  Point  Clyde,  361 
L.Eam  P&K,  320  Widewall  Bay  Ork,  291  Airthrey  Forth  in  Nov; 

1,115  Carsebreck,  400  Dalreoch  P&K,  348  Gartmom  Forth,  320 
R.Tay,  316  Blairdrununond  Forth,  295  Forfar  L.  A&D  in  Dec.  Max 
count  elsewhere:  231  OHeb,  170  Ayr  & 134  Shet. 
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Young 

2000 
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OHeb 

20 

120 

6.00 

10.25 

M&N 

41 

- 

5.40 

5.69 

A&D 

37 

198 

5.35 

- 

Fife 

54 

311 

5.76 

5.97 

Forth 

11 

>59 

7.38 

7.10 

Loth 

32 

>143 

6.90 

- 

Bord 

51 

269 

5.27 

3.07 

Clyde  Is 

10 

45 

4.50 

- 

Clyde 

229 

959 

4.20 

- 

Ayr 

17 

98 

5.76 

7.80 

Northern  Pintail  (Pintail)  Anas  acuta 

Winter/Spring:  120GlencapleD&G,  16L.Ken 
D&G,  13  Luce  Bay  D&G,  10  L.Raighain,  Tiree 
Arg  in  Jan;  75  Powfoot  D&G,  40+  Threave 
D&G,  28  Naim  Bar  M&N,  24  L.Loy  M&N 
and  20  Vane  Farm  P&K  in  Feb;  714  R.Nith  at 
Bumfoot  D&G  in  Mar;  40  Nigg  Bay  H in  Apr. 

Max  seen  elsewhere  Jan-Mar:  3 M&N,  2 Loth 
and  singles  in  Bord  & OHeb. 

Breeding:  Shet  2prs  L.of  Hillwell  in  Apr  with  Ipr  to  Jun  but  no  breeding;  Ork  8prs  bred  Mainland,  7prs  bred 
northern  isles  and  breeding  was  suspected  on  Egilsay,  Stronsay  & Papa  Westray;  OHeb  3prs  early  in  season 
but  did  not  linger;  A&D  pr  Montrose  Basin  in  May  but  did  not  stay,  pr  Kinnordy  lingered  into  Jun;  Arg  2prs 
Tiree  with  Ipr  probably  nesting,  7prs  L.Gminart  in  Apr  but  all  left  in  May. 

AutumnAVinter:  19  Mill  Dam  Ork  in  Aug  were  local  breeders;  28  North  Ronaldsay  Ork  in  Sep;  112  L.Leven 
P&K  in  Nov;  1,178  Caerlaverock  D&G,  153  Balcarse,  Beauly  Firth  H & 112  Powfoot  in  Dec. 

Max  elsewhere  Oct-Dec:  10  Loth,  6 OHeb,  3 Ayr  & 2 Bord. 
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L.of  Strathbeg  NE 

11 

3 

6 

3 

20 

15 

26 

Montrose  Basin  A&D 

142 

115 

35 

>1 

32 

- 

40 

Eden  Estuary  F 

32 

30 
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11 

30 

10 

16 

Skinflats  Forth 

89 

66 

4 

15 

35 

45 

86 

L.Indaal,  Islay  Arg 

14 

42 

22 

2 

20 

16 

27 

L.Gruinart,  Islay  Arg 

4 

24 

22 

10 

2 

1 

- 

Clyde  Est.  Clyde 

0 

9 

26 

10 

0 

6 

0 

Wigtown  Bay  D&G 

114 

45 

- 

21 

115 

54 

46 

Mersehead  D&G 

46 

25 

3 

6 

33 

170 

480 

Garganey  Anas  querquedula 

Spring:  First  1 Wigtown  Harbour  D&G  1 1 & 
17  Mar;  then  Ork  11  Apr;  Clyde  Is  16  Apr; 
NE  & Arg  21-23  Apr;  Loth  25  Mar;  A&D, 
Clyde,  Ayr  and  Shet  27-30  Apr;  M&N,  High, 
Bord  and  Fife  3-9  May;  Fair  Is  & OHeb  on 
17-26  May.  Mostly  singles  but  4 Musselburgh 
L 25  Mar  & 3 Morrich  Mor  H 5 May. 
Breeding:  Shet  pr  Hillwell  in  May  but  only 
mm  seen  Jun;  Ork  2pr  The  Loons,  Ipr  Mill 
Dam,  Shapinsay  but  breeding  not  confirmed. 
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22 

OHeb 

- 

- 
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5 
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- 

1 
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- 

- 

17 
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- 
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5 

Total  2000 

5 

2 

18 

35 

12 

1 

71 

1999 

1 

0 

14 

53 

32 

8 

108 

1998 

2 

2 

4 

28 

28 

2 

58 

1997 

15 

11 

20 

29 

27 

13 

115 

30 
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Elsewhere  many  pairs  appeared  briefly  in  late  Apr  to  mid-May  but  did  not  linger. 

Autumn:  Birds  appeared  OHeb  & Arg  in  Jun/Jul  were  perhaps  dispersing  non-breeders. 

Few  in  autumn  with  4 Loth,  3 Arg,  2 OHeb,  singles  D&G,  Shet,  Ork  & NE 

2 Oronsay  Arg  & 1 L.Connell  D&G  26-27  Aug;  1 L.Gruinart,  Islay  Arg  2 Sep;  1 Musselburgh  20  Sep;  1 Foula 
Shet  23-29  Sep;  1 L.  Via,  Papa  Westray  Ork  27  Sep;  1 juv  Rigifa  NE  1 1 Oct. 


Northern  Shoveler  (Shoveler)  Anas  clypeata 


Winter/Spring: 

25  on  Papa  Westray  Ork, 
20  Newbie  D&G,  20 
Bemersyde  B,  17  Vane 
Farm  P&K,  16  South 
Ronaldsay  Ork  and  16 
Gamqueen  Clyde  in  Mar; 
12  L.Spynie  M&N  in  Apr. 

Breeding:  Shet  7 Dunrossness  in  Apr-Jun  with  f+brlO  L.of  Hillwell  & different  br5  there  later  in  year;  Ork 
23prs  Mainland  with  12prs  The  Loons,  39prs  Northern  isles  with  ISprs  Papa  Westray  & 14prs  Shapinsay; 
OHeb  bred  2 sites  North  Uist,  17+prs  Benbecula,  15+prs  South  Uist  with  9br38;  M&N  pr  L.Spynie  Apr/May 
but  did  not  stay;  NE  br8  Strathbeg  in  Jul;  A&D  17prs  Kinnordy  with  llbrSO;  P&K  br6  Carsebreck,  2br4 
Cogbrae,  also  prs  Hare  Myre/Stormont  L.  & near  Blairgowrie;  Fife  6prs  at  4 sites  with  br8  Loch  Geliy;  Forth 
l-2prs  at  1 site;  Loth  2prs  + extra  m displaying  Tailend  Moss  in  Apr;  Bord  6prs  & 5mm  at  4 sites  but  no 
breeding;  Arg  5 broods  Tiree,  6 broods  L.Gruinart;  Clyde  Is  pr  displaying  Greenan  L.,  Bute;  Clyde  5prs  noted 
at  4 sites  but  no  evidence  of  breeding;  D&G  2prs  Mersehead  with  6 young,  pr  Threave  with  brl . 

First  young  seen:  Shet  31  May  and  Fife  23  Jul. 

AutumnAVinter:  1 1 Meikle  L.  NE  in  Jul;  80  Kinnordy  A&D  and  20  Forfar  L.  A&D  in  Aug;  480  L.Leven  P&K, 
132PowfootD&G,  34  Kilconquhar  L.  F,  21  L.Bee,  South  Uist  OH  & 1 1 Tyninghame  L in  Sep;  117  Hule  Moss 
B,  49  L.Gelly,  35  Wigtown  Bay  D&G,  33  Eden  Est.  F,  28  Dun’s  Dish  A&D  & 22  Millersneuk  Marsh  Clyde  in 
Oct;  80  Caerlaverock  D&G,  32  Papa  Westray,  20  The  Loons  Ork  in  Dec. 
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N.Ronaldsay  Ork 

27 

8 

13 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

9 

28 

19 

Mill  Dam  Ork 

26 

36 

57 

28 

28 

28 

4- 

+ 

+ 

+ 

75 

34 

L.of  Strathbeg  NE 

2 

1 

2 

12 

8 

0 

20 

65 

36 

70 

39 

13 

Montrose  Basin 

38 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

34 

84 

37 

58 

L.Gruinart  Arg 

24 

52 

70 

15 

41 

6 

0 

2 

34 

32 

56 

- 

Tiree  Arg 

27 

18 

18 

15 

9 

6 

3 

5 

13 

18 

35 

36 

Baron’s  Haugh 

1 

5 

4 

8 

2 

3 

3 

39 

44 

48 

10 

19 

Mersehead  D&G 

81 

49 

40 

19 

3 

- 

1 

3 

7 

49 

30 

105 

Red-crested  Pochard  Netta  rufina 
Spring:  1 Northfield  R,  St. Abbs  B 29  Apr. 

AutumnAVinter:  Eclipse  m L.of  Strathbeg  NE  20  Jul-3  Aug;  imm  Lochlea  Ayr  30  Jul;  imm  Auchendores  Res. 
Clyde  7-13  Sep;  Im  L.Ken  D&G  18  Oct;  inun  m Dalmuir  Park  P.  Clyde  12-16  Nov  & 17  Dec,  perhaps  same  as 
Sep  Clyde  bird. 


Winter/Spring: 

309  Baron’s  Haugh 
Clyde,  215  Tankemess 
Ork,  156  Cameron  Res. 
F,123  CowdenP.P&K, 
98  L.Ore  F,  87  Castle  L. 
D&G,  84  Lindores  Loch 
F,  80  at  Loch  Eye  H, 
69  Carsebreck  P&K  & 
62  L.Ard  Forth  during 
Jan. 

3 1 2 Saintear  L.,  Westray  Ork,  256  Heritage  L.  Clyde,  233  Gaddon  Loch  F,  1 1 8 Hamilton  Low  Parks  Clyde,  55 
Monikie  A&D  & 40  Aboyne  L.  NE  in  Feb;  95  Vane  Farm  P&K  in  Apr. 

Max  elsewhere  Jan-Mar  were  32  Bord  & Ayr,  30  Arg,  10  OHeb, 

Breeding:  Ork  bred  Ancum  L.,  North  Ronaldsay  with  2prs  Mill  Dam,  Shapinsay;  A&D  pr  Barry  Buddon  in  Jun 
& L.of  Kinnordy  in  May;  P&K  2prs  bred  L.Leven  & 3prs  at  Blairgowrie  water;  Fife  summering  birds  seen  at 
3 waters  but  no  hint  of  breeding;  Loth  noted  6 sites  but  no  hint  of  breeding;  Bord  3prs  & 9mm  at  5 sites  with 
2br3  fledged  Bemersyde. 


Common  Pochard  (Pochard)  Aythyaferina 
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L.Spynie  M&N 
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11 

L.of  Strathbeg  NE 
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4 
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16 
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L.of  Skene  NE 
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0 

4 

1 

0 

0 

9 

3 

Kilconquhar  L.  F 

16 

19 

14 

4 

0 

5 

71 

36 

38 

91 

238 

16 

Loch  Geliy  F 

13 

17 

18 

0 

0 

9 

73 

128 

260 

280 

120 

330 

Linlithgow  L.  L 

85 

103 

23 

- 

- 

- 

8 

- 

4 

33 

40 

80 

Lochwinnoch 

24 

54 

24 

3 

0 

0 

0 

36 

10 

28 

42 

36 

Hogganfield  L. 

21 

47 

4 

1 

1 

0 

15 

85 

8 

2 

0 

12 
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Pochard 

Tommy  Daniels 
Clyde  Bird  Report 


AutumiVWinter:  160  L.of  Tankemess  in  Aug;  30  Meikle  L.  NE  in  Sep;  1,330  L.Leven  P&K,  208  L.of  Hundland 
Ork,  125  Ballo  Res.  F,  66  Forfar  L.  & 45  L.of  Menteith  Forth  in  Nov;  702  L.Ore,  220  L.of  Kirbister  Ork,  140 
Hillend  Res.  Clyde  & 110  Milton  L.  D&G  in  Dec. 


* Ring-necked  Duck  Aythya  collaris 

Winter/Spring:  2ff  L.Fada/Coot  L.,  Benbecula  OH  4-27  Mar,  one  of  which  is  assumed  to  be  returnee  from 
1999;  Im  Elrig  P.  D&G  8-11  Mar 

AutumnAVinter:  Im  Village  Bay,  St.Kilda  OH  19  Sep;  1 returned  L.Olivat,  Benbecula  OH  23  Sep-14  Oct,  then 
L.Fada  27  Oct;  Im  Martnaham  L.  Ayr  1 & 11-12  Nov;  Im  Vane  Farm  P&K  28  Dec. 

Sixth  record  for  Ayrshire;  17^-19^  records  for  Outer  Hebrides  (but  only  9^-10'^  birds) 


Idfted  Duck  Aythya  fuligula 
Winter/Spring: 

183  River  Clyde  at 
Strathclyde  Park 
Clyde,  166  Castle  L. 

D&G,  160LochendL. 

L & 152  Carsebreck 
P&K  in  Jan. 

277  Golden  L.  F and 
150  Baron’s  Haugh 
Clyde  during  Feb; 

189  Carlingwark  L. 

D&G,  170  Black  L.F 
in  Mar;  481  Vane  Farm 
P&K  in  Apr. 

Max  elsewhere:  OHeb  94,  Forth  93,  Shet  88,  Ayr  60  & Bord  52. 

Breeding:  Ork  34prs  on  Mainland  with  17prs  L.  of  Hundland,  23prs  northern  isles  with  12prs  Shapinsay; 
OHeb  5 broods  Boreray,  9br40  at  4 sites  North  Uist,  7br35  at  Coot  L.,  Benbecula,  50brl55+  at  numerous  sites 
South  Uist,  1 brood  Barra  & 2br5  Monach  Is.;  M&N  broods  noted  9 sites  with  prs  at  another  5 sites;  NE  good 
success  Strathbeg,  also  noted  5 other  sites;  A&D  40prs  fledged  133  young  from  33  broods,  also  noted  4 other 
j sites;  P&K  5br25  Carsebreck  with  proved  breeding  at  7 other  sites;  Fife  9 sites  had  26  broods  with  min  99 


L.  of  Broadhouse 
L.  of  Harray  Ork 
L.  of  Stenness 
L.  Spynie  M&N 
L.  of  Skene  NE 
Forfar  L.  A&D 
L,  of  Kinnordy 
Cameron  Res.  F 
Kilconquhar  L.  F 
Lindores  L.  F 
L.OreF 
Linlithgow  L.  L 
Tiree  Arg 
Hamilton  Parks 
Hogganfield  L. 


J 

F 

M 

90 

51 

54 

392 

411 

534 

146 

324 

444 

228 

24 

109 

224 

182 

134 

100 

120 

80 

-38 

50 

69 

200 

83 

119 

60 

70 

107 

183 

52 

33 

75 

165 

123 

246 

205 

167 

106 

128 

111 

153 

94 

103 

56 

61 

72 

A 

M 

J 

122 

116 

116 

52 

77 

63 

no 

115 

133 

30 

30 

80 

118 

56 

41 

94 

36 

34 

79 

16 

19 

- 

26 

6 

121 

10 

- 
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26 

10 

87 

0 

0 

70 

19 

23 

J 

A 

S 

27 

98 

96 
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11 
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72 

40 

60 

21 
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5 

3 

35 

2 

- 

28 
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168 
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295 
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67 
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264 
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51 

94 
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young  reported;  Forth  2brl3  noted  at  2 sites;  Bord  lowest  number 
of  broods  reported  since  1988  with  poor  productivity  (mean  4.82); 
Arg  2broods  Tiree  was  the  only  report;  Clyde  MBS  4.2  was  below 
average  of  4.5;  Ayr  16prs  at  10  sites  managed  to  fledged  34  young; 
D&G  6prs  at  3 sites  had  13  young. 

AutumnAVinter: 

160  Monikie  A&D  in  Jul;  260  L.Gelly  F,  163  Woodend  L.  Clyde, 
136  L.of  Tankemess  Ork,  118  Meikle  L.  NE,  117  Milton  L.  D&G 
& 112  Martnaham  L.  Ayr  in  Aug;  3,871  L.Leven  P&K  in  Sep; 
306  Gartmom  Forth  in  Nov;  151  Monk  Myre  P&K,  130  Carsebreck 
P&K,  115  Montrose  Basin  A&D  & 109  Loirston  L.  NE  in  Dec.  Max  elsewhere  OHeb  95,  Shet  82,  Bord  78. 


Area 

Broods 

Young 

MBS 

2000 

MBS 

1999 

OHeb 

74 

>235 

3.46 

4.10 

M&N 

14 

- 

5.20 

6.10 

A&D 

37 

184 

4.97 

5.00 

P&K 

5 

25 

5.00 

- 

Fife 

26 

>99 

5.50 

7.79 

Loth 

9 

54 

6.00 

- 

Bord 

12 

48 

4.00 

4.35 

Clyde 

40 

- 

4.20 

- 

Ayr 

9 

34 

5.67 

6.68 

Aythya  hybrids 

Tufted  X Ring-necked  Duck  at  Backaskaill  L.,  Papa  Westray  Ork  in  Mar. 

Tufted  X Greater  Scaup  at  Auchenharvie  Ayr  1 Jan- 12  Mar  with  2"'^  bird  there  23-31  Dec;  f Baron’s  Haugh 
Clyde  12-14  March  & 1 Backaskaill  L.,  Papa  Westray  Ork  in  Mar; 

Tufted  X Pochard  at  L.Spynie  M&N  in  May/Jun;  Collieston  NE  20  May  & Irvine  Ayr  in  Jul. 

See  Crockett  in  Birding  Scotland  3:  152-153  for  an  account  of  the  Collieston  bird. 


Greater  Scaup  (Scaup)  Aythya  marila 
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L.  of  Harray  Ork 

129 

235 

45 

- 

120 

152 

311 

L.  of  Stermess  Ork 

21 

100 

258 

- 

211 

38 

- 

Ythan  Estuary  NE 

23 

22 

17 

8 

15 

6 

0 

Levenmouth  F 

165 

90 

22 

0 

8 

45 

160 

Loch  Indaal  Arg 

780 

680 

265 

190 

309 

880 

1450 

Clyde  Est.  Clyde 

32 

42 

68 

6 

2 

10 

16 

Auchenharvie  Ayr 

106 

86 

107 

0 

17 

37 

117 

Ayr-Prestwick  Ayr 

120 

80 

10 

0 

0 

42 

150 

Loch  Ryan  D&G 

130 

240 

180 

16 

100 

348 

561 

Nith  Estuary  D&G 

4034 

120 

1560 

- 

- 

1560 

- 

Winter/Spring:  308  Rough  Firth  D&G 
& 24  Montrose  Basin  A&D  during  Jan; 
480  Alturlie  H,  230  Powfoot  D&G  in 
Mar;  260  L.Indaal,  Islay  Arg,  88  West 
Ferry  Clyde  & 15  Ruddon’s  Point  F in 
Apr. 

Max  Jan-Mar  counts  elsewhere  - Shet 
3,  OHeb  2 with  singles  P&K,  Forth. 


Breeding:  Shet  several  prs  for  a few  days  in  May  & Jun  but  none  hinted  at  breeding;  P&K  pr  Vane  Farm  in  Apr/ 
May  did  not  stay;  Arg  If  summered  L.Etive  near  Taynuilt  but  with  no  hint  of  breeding. 

Autumn/Winter:  1 17S  Machrihanish  Arg  on  5 dates,  with  max  42  on  2 Oct;  30S  Frenchman’s  Rocks,  Islay  Arg 
on  18  Sep.  16  Musselburgh  L in  Sep;  10  L.of  Brow  Shet  in  Oct;  200  Powfoot,  98  Caerlaverock  D&G,  17  Eden 
Est.  F in  Nov;  32  Findhom  Bay  M&N,  31  Montrose  Basin,  12  Naim  Bar  M&N,  10  Eammouth  P&K  in  Dec. 


Max  counts  elsewhere  - OHeb  8,  Forth  7 & 3 Bord. 


* Lesser  Scaup  Aythya  afftnis 

Winter:  1 L.  of  Harray  Ork  22  Feb-30  Mar.  The  2"^  record  for  Orkney 


Common  Eider  (Eider)  Somateria  mollissima 

Winter/Spring:  3,322  Gullane-English  border  L/B,  400  Sound  of  Taransay  OH  & 310  Mousa  Sound  Shet  in 
Jan;  630  Bressay/Kirkabister  Shet,  414  Naim/Culbin  Bars  M&N  & 349  Lossiemouth  M&N  in  Feb;  2,336 
Fairlie  shore  Ayr,  1,300  Outer  Tay  Est.  F & 925  North  Berwick  L in  Apr;  1,600  Barassie/BarassieAyr  in  May. 
Breeding:  Shet  Foula  86ff-i-48  young  (MBS  1.8),  Noss  62ff+53  young  (MBS  1.8),  5 nests  Hermaness,  14  nests 
Uyea,  Unst,  more  than  usual  numbers  of  broods  on  the  Burra-Trondra-Scalloway  Isles  where  MBS  1.8;  Fair  Is 
4 broods;  Ork  c.50  prs/broods  noted  with  25  nests  Holm  of  Grimbister;  OHeb  56  young  Stinky  Bay,  Ben- 
becula,  184  juvs  Howmore-Trollaskeir,  South  Uist,  6 broods  St.Kilda  but  just  5 young  fledged;  High  128prs 
bred  Nigg  Bay;  M&N  9 broods  with  above  mean  MBS  3.2;  NE  poorer  year  on  Ythan  with  212  fledged  (614  in 
’99);  Fife  bred  2 mainland  sites  with  br9  Kincraig  Point  & 5br26  seen  there  later,  br3  Balgove  Bay,  single  nests 
Carr  Craig  & Haystack;  Is  of  May  892  nests  (25%  drop  on  ’99)  of  which  85%  hatched;  Loth  263  nests 
Inchmickery  with  220  young  seen  along  Loth  coast;  Bord  1 nest  St.Abbs  Head  failed;  Arg  548  nests  at  25  sites 
in  Mink  Study  area  with  80%  at  the  5 largest  colonies,  42brll0  (MBS  2.69)  seen  Colonsay,  7 broods  Treshnish 
Is.;  Clyde  13br42  young  Renfrewshire  & c.20br69  young  Dunbartonshire;  Ayr  625  nests  Horse  Is.,  178  nests 
Lady  Is.,  c.400  young , MBS  c.3.5);  D&G  2br4  noted.  First  broods  Is  of  May  & Ayr  13  May;  Arg  20  May;  Clyde 
26  May;  OHeb  3 1 May;  D&G,  Shet  & Fair  Is  2-1 1 Jun.  Newly-hatched  brood  seen  Otter  Ferry  Arg  on  19  Aug. 


R.D.Murray  [Ed.] 
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FMAM  J JA  SOND 

99  140  144  112  166  173  163  253  223  47  25 

962  852  3445  3756  3328  2039  621  2335  1542  1439  1201 

- 300  1298  - 2500  - 2363 

170  156  71  121  184  308  361  141  94  57  51 

2868  3474  3067  1249  891  1349  2312  1808  2654  2667  2310 

693  363  390  229  1221  1180  1131  135 

119  87  208  110  174  317  655  1010  200  209  266 

- 380  140  - - 1044  1118  341  600 

1739  1421  941  729  1487  3158  5729  5695  4704  3103  2247 

- 2500  830  - - - 425  260 

206  - - - - 2037  - 504  754  663  323 

Beosetter  Shet  & 300  Lerwick  Shet  in  Aug;  1, 020  Cramond  L & 550  Sound  of  Harris  OH  in  Sep;  415  Skerries 
Shet  in  Oct;  1,980  Scapa  Flow  Ork  & 526  Bressay  Sound  in  Nov;  380  Fair  Is  in  Dec. 

Northern  Eider  S.m.  borealis 

S.m.borealis  1 showing  features  of  the  northern  race  was  seen  at  Tugnet  M&N  on  23-34  Apr  & 5 May. 

This  is  potentially  the  3"^  record  for  Britain  & Scotland. 


* King  Eider  Somateria  spectabilis 

Winter/Spring:  Im  Tayport/Lucky  Scalp  F 24  Jan- 18  Feb;  P‘-w  m Eswick  Shet  23  Feb,  presumed  same  as  P- 
s mCatfirth  Shet  24  Apr- 18  Jun;  Im  YthanEst.  NE  2 Mar-30  Sep,  presumed  the  same  as  ’99;  Im  North  Ledaig 
Arg  8 Apr-1  May;  Im  Tugnet  M&N  21  Apr- 20  May, , possibly  the  returnee  from  Kingston  M&N  in  Apr  1998; 
If  returned  Aberlady  L 7- 14  May  & 9-1 1 Jul  for  6th  year  was  also  seen  Musselburgh  L 22  Jun. 

Summer:  If  returned  Leven  F 19  Jul-20  Aug  for  the  4*  summer  (same  as  Lothian  bird). 

Autumn/Winter:  P*-s  m Rova  Head  Shet  2 Aug-24  Aug,  later  seen  Lax  Firth  Shet  16  Sep  presumed  the  same  as 
Catfirth/Eswick  bird  from  spring;  a different  2"“^-w  m Sullom  Voe  Shet  14  Nov;  Im  returned  to  Lucky  Scalp  on 
15  Nov.  l(f'  record  for  Argyll. 


AutunmAVinter: 

335  Mains  of  Usan 
A&D  and  225  Papa 
Westray  Ork  during  Jul; 
8,900  Murcar  NE  , 
1,700  Irvine  Bay  Ayr, 
1,450  Barassie  shore 
Ayr  in  Aug;  5,695 
counted  on  Inner  Clyde 
census  Clyde  (+42%  on 
’99),  1,000  Holm  of 


J 

N.  Ronaldsay  69 
Ythan  Est.  NE  1385 
Montrose  A&D  1387 
Eden  Est.  F 182 
N.Forth  F 2942 
Leith-Seafield  L 665 
Musselburgh  L 265 
Otter  Ferry  Arg 
Clyde  Est.  2021 
TumberryAyr  185 
L.Ryan  D&G 


* Steller’s  Eider  Polysticta  stelleri 
Winter:  If  Hopeman  M&N  16-18  Nov. 

First  record  for  Moray  & Naim,  record  for  Scotland  & 15'^  record  for  Britain. 

See  Pullan  etal.  inMoray  & Naim  Bird  Report  2000:  97-98,  British  Birds  94:  466;  Birding  World  13:  458-459;  Birding  Scotland  4 (1): 
36-38  for  accounts  & for  photos  see  British  Birds  94:57  & Birding  World  13:484. 
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Long-tailed  Duck  Clangula  hyemalis 
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31 
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84 

30 

Winter/Spring:  300  The  Braighe,  Lewis 
OH,  110  Grutness  shore  Shet,  80  Lunan 
Bay  A&D  & 61  Balgownie  Links  NE  in 
Jan;  373  Bressay  shores  Shet,  317  South 
YeU  Sound  Shet,  220  Sound  of  Harris  OH 
and  173  L.of  Stenness  Ork  duringf  Feb; 
136  Borve-Balinvanich,  Benbecula  OH, 
115  Quendale  Bay  Shet  during  Mar;  400 


Shapinsay  Ork,  195  L.of  Tankemess  Ork,  162  L.of  Ayre  Ork,  58  St.Fergus  NE  in  Apr;  420  St.Mary’s  Bay  Ork 
in  May.  Best  counts  elsewhere:  Arg  39,  Bord  8,  D&G  5,  Fair  Is  2. 

Last  Arg,  Ayr,  Loth  & Fair  Is  3-17  May;  OHeb  27  May;  Fife  4 Jun. 

Summer:  Shet  2prs+  Im  L.of  Spiggie  in  May/Jun  with  4 singles  elsewhere;  Ork  2mm  L.of  Tankemess  in  Jun  & 
3 L.of  Skaill  in  Jul;  1 summered  Ruddon’s  Point;  singles  seen  Loth,  Arg  & Ayr. 

AutumnAVinter:  First  Arg  4 Sep;  Ayr  & Fair  Is  30  Sep;  Fife  7 Oct;  OHeb  9 Oct. 

Ill  Bressay  Sound  Shet,  108  south  Yell  Sound,  75  Lunan  Bay  in  Nov;  163  Gmtness  & 115  Chanonry  Point  H 
in  Dec.  Best  counts  elsewhere:  NE  10,  Arg  8,  Bord  5,  D&G  2. 

Inland  (away  from  N.Isles)  - 1 L.Spynie  M&N  6 Jan;  1-4  Bardowie  L.  Clyde  9 Jan-9  Apr;  1 Baron’s  Haugh 
Clyde  17  Jan-22  Feb;  1 Gladhouse  Res.  L 15  Apr;  1 Vane  Farm  P&K  1 May;  1 Soulseat  Loch  D&G  1-2  Jun; 
1 Gladhouse  Res.  2 Nov;  1 L.Bmist,  Bemeray  OH  3 Nov;  If  Barr  L.  Clyde  26  Nov  and  Aird  Meadow  Clyde 
3-23  Dec;  1 Bonaly  Res.  L 23  Dec. 


Black  Scoter  (Common  Scoter)  Melanitta  nigra 
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Winter/Spring:  700  Burghead-Hopeman  M&N,  500  Carnoustie  A&D,  300  Belhaven  L,  200  Sound  of  Taransay 
OH  during  Jan;  1,000  Blackrocks-North  Berwick  L,  92  Lochwinnoch  Clyde  and  61  L.Ryan  D&G  during  Feb; 
150  Mossyard  D&G,  126  Sound  of  Gigha  Arg,  84  Doonfoot  Ayr  in  Apr. 

Breeding:  High  sample  count  at  10  sites  had  45prs  but  just  2 broods;  P&K  noted  on  3 waters,  max  count  was 
2pr,  2mm  & If,  2ff  still  present  8 Jul  but  no  further  evidence  of  success;  Arg  9prs  present  at  3 sites  but  usual 
Islay  site  dried  up  completely,  pair  L.Awe  in  summer  & pr  at  a N. Argyll  site  through  May  but  not  later. 
Summer/ Autunrn:  775  Mersehead  D&G,  400  Barry  Buddon  A&D  and  43  Bay  of  Sandoyne  Ork  during  May; 
264  Sound  of  Gigha  in  Jun;  388  passage  birds  St.Abbs  Head  B in  Jul;  1,000+  Baleary  D&G,  372  St.Cyms  NE, 
260  Sound  of  Gigha  in  Jul;  372  Kinnaber  A&D  in  Aug. 

Autumn/Winter:  1,000+  Wigtown  Bay  D&G,  130  Sound  of  Taransay  in  Sep;  1,500  Mossyard  in  Oct;  895 
Culbin  Bar  M&N,  500  Carnoustie  in  Dec.  Passage  movement  of  350N  Bams  Ness  L (45  mins)  8 Nov 
Inland:  1 Inchgarth  Res.  NE  in  Oct. 


*Surf  Scoter  Melanitta  perspicillata 

Moray  & Naim:  Imm  m present  Burghead  Bay  from  ’99  to  27  Apr.  2mm  were  present  at  a number  of  sites  with 
2 at  Culbin  Bar  in  Jan  and  singles  Culbin  Bar,  Kingston,  Cummingston  in  Feb,  Boar’s  Head  Rock  & Culbin  Bar 
to  23  Mar.  1 returned  Culbin  Bar  12  Oct  with  2 intermittently  there  Culbin  Bar  to  Dec. 

North-east:  Im  Murcar/Blackdog  1 Jul  with  2mm  there  21  Jul  & 4mm  on  24  Jul  with  3 there  in  Aug  and  the  last 
record  on  5 Sep. 

Angus  & Dundee:  1 Lunan  Bay  23  Sep  with  2 there  3 1 Sep,  max  3 on  2 Nov  with  2 there  5 Nov. 

Firth  of  Forth:  Max  3mm  Ruddon’s  Point  F 8 Jan-16  Apr,  when  joined  by  another  20  Feb  with  2 there  17-29  Apr 
& Im  to  7 May.  Im  Gosford  Bay  L 21-26  Mar  & Im  Musselburgh  L 14-26  May  were  probably  one  of  the 
above.  1 m Gullane  Bay  L 9-10  Sep;  Im  Ruddon’s  Point  22  Oct;  Imm  m Fife  Ness  F 8 Nov;  ad  m St.Andrews 
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Bay  F 9-24  Nov  with  2 on  3 Dec,  3m+  imm  m on  7 Dec,  then  2 to  end  of  year,  birds  interchanging  with 
Ruddon’s  Point  where  2-3  birds  on  17-18  Dec. 

The  dates  strongly  suggest  that  the  birds  seen  along  the  North  Sea  coasts  are  the  same  party  of  4mm  wintering 
in  the  northern  Forth,  moving  north  to  moult  off  the  North-east  coast  before  moving  south  again  in  autumn,  via 
the  Angus  coast  in  Sep- Oct,  reaching  Fife  in  Nov. 

Outer  Hebrides:  2mm  Sound  of  Taransay  20  Jan  & 27  Apr;  2mm  & 1 f at  Aird  an  Runair,  North  Uist  8 May  & 
at  The  Braighe,  Lewis  13-19  May.  The  2mm  returned  Sound  of  Taransay  13  Sep  but  were  not  seen  thereafter. 
Highland:  pr  Gruinard  Bay  8-15  Apr. 

Argyll:  ad  m L.Indaal,  Islay  26  Oct. 

Northern  Isles:  Im  Rerwick  Point  Ork  21  May. 


Velvet  Scoter  Melanitta  fusca 
Winter/Spring:  Few 

other  counts  with  15 
Kirkwall  Ork  & 5 Bay  of 
Swanbister  Ork  during 
Jan;  4 Deer  Sound  Ork 
in  Mar;  18  Boar’s  Head 
Rock  M&N  and  5 Sound 
of  Taransay  OH  in  Apr; 

15  off  KinnaberA&D, 

4 Bigton  Shet  and  1 
Gairloch  H in  Jun. 

AutumnAVinter:  510  Murcar/Blackdog  NE,  40  St.Cyrus  NE,  25  Arbroath  A&D  & 9 St. Abbs  Head  B in  Jul; 
485  Murcar  in  Aug;  3 Sumburgh  Head  Shet  in  Sep;  7 Echnaloch  Bay  Ork  in  Oct;  13  Kirkwall  & 9 Scapa  Flow 
Ork  in  Nov. 

Inland:  1 imm  Castle  L.  D&G  1 8 Oct. 


J 

F 

M 

A 

M 

J 

J 

A 

S 

O 

N 

D 

Inganess  Bay  Ork 

16 

- 

28 

60 

54 

0 

0 

9 

16 

38 

10 

10 

Naim/Culbin 

32 

26 

15 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

8 

- 

44 

Burghead  Bay 

- 

11 

280 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

535 

- 

Spey  Bay  M&N 

135 

- 

18 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

144 

Lunan  Bay  A&D 

6 

- 

1 

1 

1 

1 

250 

- 

1000 

1500 

- 

23 

Eden  Est.  F 

- 

- 

11 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

10 

1000 

1870 

N.Forth  F 

68 

98 

118 

522 

30 

2 

2 

6 

36 

95 

428 

441 

Musselburgh  L 

69 

85 

246 

238 

175 

- 

1 

15 

38 

61 

96 

61 

Gosford  L 

120 

95 

110 

65 

34 

21 

9 

- 

23 

- 

- 

- 

Aberlady  L 

66 

221 

270 

110 

19 

8 

1 

2 

13 

30 

79 

30 

Sound  of  Gigha  Arg  5 

- 

7 

16 

- 

4 

6 

- 

- 

1 

1 

1 

Common  Goldeneye  (Goldeneye)  Bucephala  clangula 

Winter/Spring:  200  Perth  harbour  P&K,  200  Stannergate  A&D,  144  Dalmeny  L,  124  R.Tay  above  Perth  P &K, 
120  R.Clyde  at  Lamington  Clyde,  107  Forth  Est.  Forth,  86  Dalalastair  Res.  P&K,  79  Phingask  Bay  NE,  in  Jan; 
530  Kilconquhar  L.  F,  115  Lower  Devon  Forth,  75  Portgordon  shore  M&N  in  Feb;  196  Carlingwark  L.  D&G, 
94  Ness  Mouth  H,  80  Eammouth  P&K  in  Mar;  70  Soulseat  L.  D&G  in  Apr. 

Max  elsewhere:  Shet  52  & OHeb  40. 

Last  OHeb,  Ayr  & Fife  6-13  May;  Fair  Is  & Bord  20  May. 
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Breeding:  High  34  boxes  were  occupied 
in  a partial  count  in  Speyside,  also  2prs 
bred  Glen  Urquhart;  M&N  pr  & 2ff 
present  at  2 sites  but  no  hint  of  successful 
breeding;  NE  br5  on  R.Dee  in  Jun;  P&K 
2prs  L.Tummel  but  no  young  seen:  P&K/ 
Forth  lm+2ff  + 1 nest  L.Tay  but  later  de- 
serted. 

Summering  birds  - c.8  on  Shet,  2 M&N, 
3 Fife,  4 Bord,  3 Clyde,  7 Ayr  & 4 D&G. 
Autumn/Winter:  First  Fife  on  25  Aug;  Shet  16  Sep;  Bord  & Arg  28-29  Sep;  Fair  Is,  Ayr  & Forth  3-8  Oct. 

328  R.Tay  P&K  Perth-Port  Allen,  320  Eammouth,  215  L.Leven  P&K  in  Nov;  247  L.Ryan  D&G,  128  Castle  L. 
D&G,  100  Strathclyde  Park  Clyde,  93  Fannyside  L.  Clyde  & 73  Findhom  Bay  M&N  in  Dec. 

Max  elsewhere:  M&N  73,  45  Shet,  40  OHeb,  33  A&D  & 22  Bord. 
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Smew  Mergellus  albellus 
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34 
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- 
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33 
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Note:  numbers  cumulative  - birds  present  per  month,  monthly  max,  some 
duplication  between  sites  & months  implicit. 


Winter/Spring:  Mostly  records  of  single  birds 
but  11  (4m  + 7f/imm)  L.of  Strathbeg  NE  in 
Jan  with  8 there  in  Feb  & 6 in  Mar;  2-3  L.Leven 
P&K  & 2 Kilbimie  L.  Ayr  in  Jan. 

Last  Forth  & High  22-25  Mar;  D&G  5 Apr; 
Ork  9 Apr;  with  latest  1 Meikle  L.  NE  21  Apr. 
Autumn/Winter:  First  back  Oban  Trumisgarry, 
North  Uist  OH  23  Oct;  NE  28  Oct;  Ayr  & Clyde 
12  Nov;  M&N  27  Nov;  Dec  for  High,  Fife, 
A&D.  Singles  Ayr,  Fife,  M&N  (2),  A&D  & Ork 
with  none  Bord.  2 L.of  Strathbeg  in  Nov  with 
3 there  in  Dec  being  the  only  multiple  counts. 


* Hooded  Merganser  Mergus  cucullatus 
1 Oban  Trumisgarry,  North  Uist  OH  23  Oct-1  Nov. 

This  record  was  accepted  hy  the  BBRC  but  relegated  to  List  D by  the  BOURC  in  view  of  the  possibilities  that  it 
could  have  involved  an  escape. 


Red-breasted  Merganser  Mergus  serrator 

Winter/Spring:  145  Inverkeithing  Bay  F,  100  Tiree  coast  Arg,  76  Whiteness  Voe  area  Shet,  53  The  Braighe, 
Lewis  OH  in  Jan;  125  Rova  Head-Kirkabister  Shet,  100  Beamer  Rock  F,  70  north  Bressay  Shet,  52  Sullom  Voe 
Shet  in  Feb;  75  Burntisland  Bay  F in  Apr;  72  L.of  Tankemess  Ork  in  May. 

Only  33  counted  along  the  whole  of  the  eastern  E.Lothian/Berwickshire  coast  L/B  in  Jan. 

Breeding: 

Shet  14  broods  noted 
at  11  sites;  Ork  21prs 
bred  at  8 sites  on 
Mainland,  including 
9prs  Hundland  L.,  also 
lOprs  on  four  of  the 
other  islands;  OHeb 
8br40  seen  North  Uist, 
br3  Benbecula, 

29brl33  South  Uist  - combined  MBS  4.63;  M&N  5br39  noted  at  Delnies  & Findhom  Bay  (MBS  7.8),  prs  also 
noted  at  5 other  sites;  A&D  3brl7  seen;  P&K  noted  12  sites  with  5br30;  Forth  noted  3 sites  with  br8  KilUn; 
Bord  If  seen  at  old  breeding  site;  Arg  noted  ‘several’  sites,  including  br2  Sanda  Is.;  Clyde  Is  broods  seen 
Lochranza  7 Cordon,  Arran;  Clyde  1 Iprs  noted  with  4br26  noted;  Ayr  noted  6 sites  with  2brl2  noted. 

First  broods  seen  Clyde  25  Jun;  M&N  & P&K  26  Jul;  Forth  2 Aug. 

Autumn/Winter:  Moult  flocks:  149  along  Dipple  shore  Ayr  during  Jun;  420  Sound  of  Gigha  Arg,  303  St.Cyms 
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NE,  285  Kinnaber  A&D,  111  Ardmore  Point  Clyde,  103  Skipness  Arg  & 72  Gualan-Balgarva,  South  Uist  OH 
in  Jul;  100  Monifieth  A&D,  54  Traigh  Mhor,  Benbecula  OH  & 32  Murcar  shore  NE  in  Aug;  200  Lunan  Bay 
A&D,  196  Goosepools  F,  144  Gualan,  100  Reef,  Lewis  OH,  63  Homish,  North  Uist  & 52  Bute  coast  Clyde  Is 
in  Sep;  448  Scapa  Flow  Ork,  103  Sullom  Voe  & 61  Rova  Head-Gletness  Shet  in  Nov. 


Goosander  Mergus  merganser 

Winter/Spring:  491  found  along  270kms  of  Tweed  basin  B 16  Jan  (488  in  ’99  along  same  stretches).  106  Castle 
L.  D&G,  76  R.Nith  near  Keltonbank  D&G,  75  Strathclyde  L.  Clyde  & 55  Bimie/Gaddon  L.  F in  Jan;  212 
Hirsel  L.  B,  36  Cobbinshaw  L.  L,  27  Seafield  D&G  & 23  L.of  Strathbeg  NE  in  Feb;  38  Standing  Craig  Res.  B 
in  Mar;  46  Barr  L.  Clyde  in  Apr;  45  Eammouth  P&K  in  May. 

Breeding:  M&N  br9  Findhom  Bay,  also  noted  3 other  sites;  NE  br6  failed  Donside  was  the  only  report  from  a 
breeding  species  that  has  locally  declined  in  the  last  10  years;  A&D  2brl2  noted;  P&K  6br5 1 seen  Carsebreck 
& Luncarty;  Forth  6prs  L.Katrine;  Bord  noted  at  32  sites  with  llbr69  seen;  Arg  noted  10  sites  with  broods 
L.Awe  & L.Tulla;  Clyde  Is  pr  at  site  Arran;  Clyde  consolidation  of  range  continues  with  19br98  noted;  Ayr 
noted  6 sites  with  2br9  noted  Gadgirth  & Upper  Minnoch;  D&G  noted  8 sites  with  br8  R.Cree  at  Newton 
Stewart  & br7  Threave. 

First  young  seen  D&G  22  May,  Bord  7 Jun  & Clyde  14  Jun. 

Moult  flocks:  3(X)  Tyninghame  L,  147  Montrose  A&D,  93  Speymouth  M&N,  82  Balgove  Bay  F,  3 1 Musselburgh 
L,  27  Portgordon  M&N  & 23  Dee  Est.  NE  in  Aug;  230  Outer  Tay  Est.  F,  36  Levenmouth  F,  32  Charlestown  F 
in  Sep. 

Post-breeding  flocks  include:  28  Talla  Res.  B in  Aug  & 63  Standing  Craig  Res.  B in  Sep. 

Winter:  80  Inchgarth  Res.  NE,  41  Kinnaber  A&D,  34  Teviot  Haughs  B,  33  Tweedbank  B & 33  R.Tay  near 
Almondmouth  P&K  during  Oct;  39  L.Leven  P&K,  37  Bimie/Gaddon  L.  & 30  L.of  Kinnordy  A&D  during 
Nov;  73  Cauldshiels  L.  B in  Dec. 


Ruddy  Duck  Oxyura  jamaicensis 

Winter:  If  L.of  Spiggie  Shet  from  1999-8  Apr;  3 Strathclyde  L.  Clyde,  2 L.of  Strathbeg  NE  & 1 Baron’s  Haugh 
Clyde  in  Jan;  1 f L.of  Kinnordy  A&D  15  Jan;  1 L.Ore  F 17  Jan. 

Spring:  First  birds  Fife  6 Feb;  Forth  29  Feb;  P&K  and  Bord  12-13  Mar;  A&D  & M&N  6 Apr;  Loth  23  Apr; 
OHeb  30  Apr;  Ork  4 May;  Shet  6 May.  Outwith  the  main  range,  2 reached  Shet,  3 OHeb  in  Apr/May. 
Breeding:  P&K  2br8  Hare  Myre,  4prs  Cogbrae  where  2 nests  predated,  bred  Scone  area,  outcome  unknown; 
Fife  8br49  Kilconquhar  L.  was  only  successful  site;  Bord  only  bred  at  Bemersyde  with  5br26  & Folly  L.  with 
6br21  fledged  young;  Clyde  6brl6  were  reared  at  6 sites, 
a very  poor  season. 

First  young  seen  Bord  9 Jun,  Fife  29  Jun.  Fresh  late 
broods  12  Aug  in  Loth,  17  Aug  in  Bord,  10  Sep  in  Fife. 

Autumn:  14  Forfar  L.  A&D  in  Jul.  Record  111 
Kilconquhar  L.  F on  2 Sep  where  50  shot  by  a marksman 
during  Sep  but  no  sign  that  previous  cull  has  had  much 
impact  on  the  Fife  population  which  continued  to  grow. 

Outwith  the  main  range  - 1 High  in  Aug  & 1 D&G  in 
Nov  with  last  birds  Ork  5 Oct;  NE  & M&N  18  Oct. 

Winter:  8 Loch  Leven  P&K  in  Oct;  7 Kinnordy  and 
6 Greenhead  P.  Clyde  in  Nov;  single  L.of  Skene 
NE,  L.Gelly  & Kinnordy  in  Dec.  Largest  flocks  in 
Dec  mostly  vanished  after  the  severe  weather  around 
Christmas,  the  Hogganfield  birds  reducing  from  32 
on  21  Dec  to  2 on  31  Dec. 


Area 

Sites 

Max 

Min.  Pairs 

Broods 

Orkney 

3 

6 

3 

2brll 

M&N 

1 

3 

1 

dnb 

NE 

4 

2 

- 

dnb 

A&D 

6 

>17 

? 

dnb 

P&K 

6 

28 

7 

2br8 

Fife 

11 

C.40 

- 

8br47 

Forth 

1 

3 

1 

dnb 

Loth 

2 

15 

2 

2brl0 

Clyde 

16 

72 

23 

- 

Bord 

7 

43 

13 

Hbr47 

Ayr 

3 

4 

1 

dnb 

Autumn  Resorts 

Jul 

Aug 

Sept 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

Kilconquhar  L.  F 

23 

104 

111 

20 

10 

9 

Loch  Geliy  F 

- 

12 

30 

34 

12 

12 

Linlithgow  L.  L 

7 

33 

29 

28 

19 

9 

Hule  Moss  B 

6 

19 

53 

38 

3 

2 

Hogganfield  L.  Clyde 

0 

4 

14 

23 

31 

39 

* European  Honey-buzzard  (Honey  Buzzard)  Pemis  apivorus 
Spring:  1 Aultbea  H 26  May;  1 Montreathmont  Forest  A&D  30  May- 10  Jun. 

Breeding:  High  bred  successfully  at  a minimum  of  2 sites  where  2 birds  were  satellite-tagged.  Also  2 other 
sites  with  possible  breeding. 

Autumn:  Scotland  had  a record  number,  although  just  a few  of  the  2,000-odd  birds  that  arrived  in  the  largest 
ever  influx  of  birds  to  Britain  from  the  continent  during  Sep. 
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1 Doune  Forth  21  Jul;  1 Catfirth  Shet  13  Sep; 
1 Five  Roads  Roundabout  F 16  Sep;  1 Fair  Is 
& 1 Skerries  Shet  on  18  Sep;  1 North 
Ronaldsay  Ork  and  1 Girdleness  NE  19  Sep; 
1 at  St.  Abbs  Head  B,  1 Holm  Ork  on  20  Sep;  1 
St.Cyrus  NE  on  21  Sep;  singles  Girdleness  & 
Cairnbulg  NE  22  Sep;  2 Fair  Is,  1 North 
Ronaldsay  and  1 Toab  Shet  23  Sep;  2 North 
Ronaldsay,  1 St.Ola  Ork  (which  later  died)& 
1 L.Connell  D&G  on  24  Sep;  2 Aberlady  L, 
1 Dowlaw  B,  1 St. Andrews  F and  1 Forth  Rail 
Bridge  F/L  25  Sep;  1 Fair  Is  27  Sep;  1 Aberlady 
Bay  28  Sep;  1 Dumfries  D&G  30  Sep;  with 
last  1 Gulberwick  Shet  on  4 Oct. 


Red  Kite  Milvus  milvus 

Winter/Spring:  Singles  noted  M&N  (5),  NE  (2),  A&D  (1),  Loth  (1),  Bord  (1),  Clyde  (2)  & D&G  (1). 
Breeding:  Highland;  a total  of  55  sites  were  checked  in  2000  and  36  pairs  were  located,  all  within  the  core  area 
although  there  were  suggestions  of  a slight  expansion  of  range.  A minimum  of  32  pairs  laid  eggs  and  all  suc- 
cessfully hatched  chicks.  Two  broods  failed  but  30  pairs  (94%)  successfully  fledged  74  young,  the  most  suc- 
cessful year  to  date.  The  MBP  of  2.3 1 was  also  the  highest  recorded. 


Highland  Kites 


1992 

pairs 

located 

1 

pairs 

laid 

1 

pairs 

hatch 

1 

1993 

5 

5 

3 

1994 

11 

8 

7 

1995 

17 

15 

14 

1996 

20 

17 

16 

1997 

27 

23 

20 

1998 

28 

23 

21 

1999 

32 

30 

26 

2000 

36 

32 

32 

broods 

% pairs 

young 

fledged 

flew 

fledged 

MBP 

1 

100 

1 

1/00 

3 

60 

7 

1.40 

7 

87 

13 

1.63 

11 

73 

26 

1.73 

16 

94 

39 

2.29 

19 

83 

39 

1.70 

20 

87 

44 

1.91 

23 

77 

54 

1.80 

30 

94 

74 

2.31 

Central  Scotland  release  in  Forth: 
7 birds  nested  with  5brl0  fledged. 
The  final  20  birds  were  released. 
The  winter  roost  held  3 1 on  9 Feb 
& 45  on  10  Dec. 

Birds  were  seen  widely  in  neigh- 
bouring P&K  through  the  year. 
Autumn/Winter:  Singles  noted  M&N 
(1),  NE  (2),  A&D  (3),  Loth  (1),  Bord 
(1),  Clyde  (2),  Ayr  (1)  & D&G  (1). 


Breeding:  There  were  21  areas 
occupied  by  territorial  pairs  in 
2000  and  for  the  first  time  no 
trios  were  involved,  although  one 
territory  was  occupied  by  a sin- 
gle adult.  Eggs  were  laid  by  18- 
20  pairs.  One  pair  made  no 
breeding  attempt  at  all,  despite  a nest  being  built.  11-13  pairs  were  believed  to  have  hatched  young  but  only  8 pairs  went 
on  to  fledge  young.  Sadly  one  nest  was  robbed  but  all  other  nest  failures  were  thought  to  be  natural  - although  human 
disturbance  may  have  been  a contributory  factor  at  one  site.  One  nest  failed  when  the  single  chick  died  at  4-5  weeks. 


White-tailed  Eagle  Haliaeetus  albicilla 

Winter/Spring:  1 Fetlar  Shet  29  Mar;  1 North  Ronaldsay  Ork  18  May. 


Breeding  Success 

90 

91 

92 

93 

94 

95 

96 

97 

98 

99 

00 

Sites  occupied 

12 

10 

10 

10 

11 

14 

14 

14 

18 

20 

21 

No.  pairs/trios 

9 

9 

8 

8 

10 

10 

12 

14 

18 

15 

21 

No.  of  clutches 

9 

8 

9 

6 

8 

9 

12 

12 

16 

15 

18-20 

Outches  hatched 

2 

4 

4 

4 

4 

6 

8 

6 

9 

9 

9 

Broods  fledged 

2 

4 

4 

4 

4 

5 

7 

5 

9 

6 

8 

Young  fledged 

2 

7 

7 

5 

5 

7 

9 

9 

13 

11 

12 

R.D.Murray  [Ed.] 


39 


A total  of  12  young  fledged  (4  x br2  & 4x  brl).  Three  pairs  bred  for  the  first  time  and  included  a 3-year  old  male  and  a 4- 
year  old  female,  fledging  a single  young.  Such  early  breeding  in  an  introduced  population  is  unprecedented.  100  young 
have  now  fledged  in  Scotland. 

A review  of  the  26  territories  that  have  been  used  since  the  start  of  the  introduction  revealed  that  just  4 territories  produced 
68%  of  all  the  fledged  young.  Some  concern  is  expressed  about  the  eventual  fate  of  the  4 now  long-lived  pairs  that  are 
responsible  for  the  bulk  of  the  production.  Already  the  female  of  the  very  first  site  has  now  apparently  succumbed  to  age. 
However  the  encouraging  entry  of  3 breeding  pairs  from  the  second  round  of  introductions  into  the  breeding  population  at 
a relatively  early  stage  is  very  encouraging.  Sightings  of  birds  from  the  introduction  include  23  from  Highland,  6 from 
Argyll,  and  singles  from  Outer  Hebrides,  Orkney  & Ayr. 

From  Crooke:  Sea  Eagle  Project:  Newsletter  2000.  RSPB,  SNH. 

AutumnAVinter:  1 Fife  Ness  F 3 Oct  with  possibly  the  same  bird  L.of  Strathbeg  NE  7-8  Oct  & 21-27  Oct. 
Also  OHeb  - 6 records  noted,  Arg  27  records  noted. 

First  for  Fife  since  1866,  more  than  130years  ! See  Todd  in  2000: 177  for  note  on  Fife  bird. 


Marsh  Harrier  Circus  aeruginosus 
Spring:  First  1 seen  Threave 
D&G  3 Mar  was  early.  Then  NE 
& Loth  8 Apr;  Fife  9 Apr;  A&D, 

Ork  & Clyde  13-19  Apr;  M&N, 

D&G,  Fair  Is  & Shet  21-29  Apr; 

Ayr  1 May;  High  13  May. 

Breeding:  6-8prs  bred. 

M&N  2 f/imm  summered 
L.Spynie  14  May-6  Jun;  NE  Ipr 

reared  br4;  P&K  4mm+6ff  produced  at  2 sites  had  5 nests  of  which  1 failed,  the  rest  rearing  12  young;  Fife  Ipr 
reared  br3  but  other  birds  were  seen  at  several  confidential  sites. 

First  breeding  record  for  North-east  Scotland  and  second  for  Fife. 

AutumnAVinter:  Last  M&N  4 Sep;  OHeb  16  Sep;  A&D,  D&G,  Fife,  Ork  & Is  of  May  22-25  Sep;  Shet  28  Sep; 
Arg,  Clyde  & Bord  1-5  Oct;  Ythan  NE  19  Oct. 

See  North-east  Scotland  Bird  Report  2000:  32-33  for  photo  of  breeding  birds. 


Apr 

Apr 

May 

May 

Jon 

Jun 

Jul 

Aug 

Sep 

Oct 

Area 

1-15 

16-30 

1-15 

16-31 

1-15 

16-30 

1-31 

1-31 

1-30 

1-31 

N&W  Isles 

- 

4 

2 

- 

2 

- 

- 

1 

4 

- 

N.Scot 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

. 

- 

NE  Scot 

1 

1 

3 

5 

+ 

+ 

+ 

4 

3 

2 

E/C  Scot 

4 

3 

2 

2 

+ 

1 

2 

5 

8 

- 

SE  Scot 

1 

3 

3 

1 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

1 

WScot 

- 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

2 

SW  Scot 

- 

1 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

2 

- 

Total 

6 

13 

14 

8 

>4 

>3 

>4 

16 

21 

5 

Hen  Harrier  Circus  cyaneus 

At  roosts:  Ork  just  1 seen  L.of  Banks  in  Jan/Feb  & 2 there  Nov-Dec  but  12-20  at  Durkadale  during  Jan-Mar 
and  15-18  there  Oct-Dec;  NE  the  Deeside  roost  held  a max  of  10  birds;  Bord  1-3  Coldingham  Moor  roost  Jan- 
Mar  with  1-2  there  Oct-Dec;  Arg  3-5  Moine  Mhor  Jan-Mar  with  3-6  there  in  Nov-Dec,  3-4  L.Gruinart,  Islay 
Jan-Mar  with  3 there  in  Dec;  Clyde  3 Glen  Fruin  Jan- Apr  & at  least  7 there  Nov-Dec;  D&G  5 Wigtownshire 
roost  in  Nov  & 2 Machars. 

Breeding:  Ork  West  Mainland  - 17mm  & 42ff  were  lo- 
cated, 2 Iff  were  non-breeders  while  21  laid  clutches.  Three 
failed  during  incubation,  a low  rate  of  loss.  Another  nest 
was  lost  at  the  chick  stage  with  38  young  ringed  in  the  other 
17  nests.  Losses  mounted  after  this  and  only  25  fledged 
(MBS  1 .5,  MBP  1 .2).  The  improved  success  rate  was  partly 
due  to  good  weather  but  also  to  experimental  supplemen- 
tary feeding.  East  Mainland  - nest  with  c/5  was  first  proved 
breeding  for  many  years.  Hoy  - 2 sites,  with  br3  reared  at  1 
site.  Rousay  - just  Im  seen;  OHeb  16  prs  bred  Uists  & 

Benbecula  with  breeding  suspected  at  another  7 sites.  26 
young  fledged  from  9 monitored  sites;  M&N  6prs  located 
rearing  6brl4  with  MBS  2.3,  below  the  mean  of  2.8;  NE 
12prs  & If  (bigamous  trio)  were  located,  producing  13  nests.  11  were  successful  (including  the  trio  - br4+brl) 
with  33  young  fledged  which  was  a significant  improvement  on  the  91  & 17  of  previous  years.  This  was  due  to 
a monitoring  scheme  between  interested  parties  which  led  to  a significant  reduction  in  disturbance  and  perse- 
cution. Human  disturbance  was  the  cause  of  one  failure,  the  other  being  natural;  P&K  22  sites  were  occupied 
by  pairs  but  only  9 nests  fledged  young  with  success  on  grouse  moors  being  particularly  poor;  Loth/Bord  just 
5 pairs  present  with  4brl0  being  reared  to  fledging;  Arg  28  prs  laid  eggs  from  33  territories  with  22br58  being 


RSG 

Occupied 

Sites 

Successful  Young 
Nests  fledged 

MBP 

Orkney 

21 

17 

25 

1.19 

OHebrides 

23 

9 

26 

1.13 

Highland 

19 

22 

47 

2.47 

M&N 

6 

6 

13 

2.17 

NE  Scot 

13 

8 

26 

2.00 

A&D 

4 

3 

9 

2.25 

P&K 

22 

9 

26 

1.18 

Forth 

6 

1 

2 

0.33 

SE  Scot 

10 

5 

10 

1.00 

Arg  & Bute 

32 

16 

58 

1.81 

S.Strathclyde 

30 

8 

21 

0.70 

D&G 

18 

13 

41 

2.28 

Rest  of  UK 

34 

17 

41 

1.20 

Totals 

238 

135 

345 

1.45 
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fledged  (MBS  2.63);  Clyde  Is  2prs  fledged  6 young  Bute,  bred  several  sites  Arran;  Clyde  lOprs  Renfrewshire, 
8prs  Lanarkshire,  7prs  West  Dunbartonshire  & 3prs  West  Stirlingshire,  the  only  successful  pairs  were  in  Muirshiel 
Park  (4brl5)  & br2  at  MoD  Estate;  D&G  18  sites,  productivity  was  high  with  8 eastern  pairs,  reasonable 
amongst  the  8 western  pairs  but  the  2 central  pairs  failed.  The  18  sites  had  eggs  laid  at  17  sites  & 13  nests 
fledged  41+  young  (MBS  4.0).  (Any  discrependes  between  table  and  accounts  arise  from  differences  between  RBBP  report  and 
local  reports.) 

Other  than  monitoring,  numbers  of  casual  records  seem  to  be  terribly  low  with  just  6 in  M&N,  30  NE,  20  A&D, 
7 Fife,  16  Forth,  10  Loth,  18  Bord  & 13  Ayr.  Numbers  seen  in  Clyde  were  more  bouyant. 

33  sightings  by  Galloway  Forest  D&G  rangers  yielded  70%  grey  mm,  with  numbers  peaking  Nov.  Elsewhere 
D&G  sightings  were  40%  ringtails  & 60%  grey  males. 

Just  2 singles  reached  Shet  at  Quendale  on  6 Jun  & 1 stayed  in  the  Dunrossness  area  from  11  Oct  into  2001. 
Singles  Fair  Is  18  Apr  & 12  Sep  & Is  of  May  26  Sep. 


Montagu’s  Harrier  Circus  pygargus 

Spring:  f/imm  Aberlady  L15  May;  sub-ad  m Rattray  Head  NE  18  May. 
The  fifth  record  for  North-east  Scotland. 


Goshawk  Accipiter  gentilis 

The  Rare  Breeding  Birds  Panel  reports  a Scottish  total  of  85  pairs  held  territory.  70  pairs  were  known  to  have 
bred  and  pairs  were  present  at  another  15  localities. 

Ork  P'-year  f L.of  Banks  15  May  & 15  Jun  with  Im  North  Ronaldsay  23  Oct,  an  exceptional  year;  M&N 
present  at  6 sites,  bred  at  2 sites,  3 other  casual  records;  NE  17prs  located  of  which  14  laid  eggs,  12  successful 
prs  reared  28  young  with  MBS  2.33,  8 casual  records  from  elsewhere;  A&D  12  casual  sightings;  P&K  2 sites 
fledged  young  with  2 other  casual  records;  Is  of  May  1 on  27  Sep  was  the  first  for  the  island;  Fife  3 casual 
records;  Forth  4 casual  records;  Bord/Loth  in  41  occupied  territories  (43  in  ’99),  36prs  laid  eggs  (MCS  3.71) 
of  which  29  fledged  82  young,  (MBS  2.82),  persecution  was  evident  at  one  site,  while  another  site  had  been 
destroyed,  the  high  MCS  was  thought  to  be  a reflection  of  the  mild  winter  and  good  spring  weather,  there  are 

now  2 nests  in  east  Lothian,  the  remainder 
in  Borders,  also  36  casual  records;  Clyde 
Is  2 casual  reports;  Clyde  casual  reports  from 
4 sites;  Ayr  breeding  was  likely  at  2 sites  with 
juv  noted  in  the  autumn  at  one;  D&G  10  sites 
had  8 successful  nests  fledging  17+  young. 


RSG 

Sites 

checked 

AOTs 

Eggs 

laid 

Successful 

nests 

Fledged 

young 

MBS 

M&N 

6 

6 

? 

2 

? 

- 

NE  Scot 

- 

17 

14 

12 

28 

2.33 

P&K 

2 

2 

2 

2 

? 

- 

SE  Scot 

56 

41 

36 

29 

82 

2.82 

SW  Scot 

16 

10 

8 

8 

>17 

- 

Eurasian  Sparrowhawk  (Sparrowhawk)  Accipiter  nisus 

Ork  only  2 of  3 Mainland  sites  were  occupied,  none  successfully,  1 site  Rousay  also  failed;  M&N  breeding 
season  records  from  9 sites  with  1 nest  found;  NE  72  casual  records  with  3br8  noted;  A&D  110  casual  records 
with  6 reports  of  breeding;  P&K  noted  23  sites  but  just  one  site  with  breeding  noted;  Fife  bred  8 sites  with 
5brl0  seen,  noted  at  another  45+  sites;  Forth  3prs  Braes  of  Doune  with  br2  Skinflats;  Loth  noted  68  sites 
outwith  breeding  season;  Bord  1 10  casual  records  but  just  2 noted  breeding;  Clyde  33  territories  noted  but  265 
casual  records  peaking  Feb  & Oct;  Arg  case  of  cannibalism  noted  with  one  female  catching  and  eating  another, 
breeding  seen  at  4 sites;  Ayr  4 displaying  Kilkerran  but  breeding  behaviour  noted  at  just  4 other  sites. 
Passage:  c.  1 8 Shet  Apr-Jun  but  fewer  in  autumn  until  3 Northmavine  in  Nov-Dec;  max  3 Fair  Is  on  2 dates  Sep- 
Oct;  max  3 North  Ronaldsay  Ork  in  late  Apr  but  fewer  in  autumn;  none  OHeb  in  winter/spring  but  c.l  1 there  in 
autumn;  1 Is  of  May  in  spring  but  c.l  in  autumn  with  3 on  17  Nov;  below  average  autumn  Fife  with  just  7 migrants. 


Common  Buzzard  (Buzzard)  Buteo  buteo 

Shet  3 singles  Mar-May  & 1 during  Sep;  Fair  Is  1 on  3 dates  May;  Ork  2 breeding  sites,  1 site  on  Hoy  held  c/ 
2 but  fate  not  known,  no  nest  found  at  other  site,  also  1-2  birds  Binscarth  Wood-Queenamidda  area  Jan- Apr  & 
Aug-Dec,  occasional  records  6 other  islands;  OHeb  bred  31  sites  Bemeray  to  Barra  Head  with  possible  breed- 
ing at  another  10  sites,  41  fledged  from  19  monitored  nests;  M&N  5 prs  at  2 sites  but  323  sightings  by  1 
observer  in  year,  mostly  N of  A96,  max  1 1 Cabrach  in  Feb;  NE  135  casual  records  with  max  counts  20  Drumoak 
in  Mar  & 15  Ythan  Est.  in  Feb,  some  indications  of  expansion  into  Cults  area,  a study  of  12  nests  produced 
MBS  1 .92, 4-8prs  inhabited  Inverurie  areas,  2-4prs  in  four-lkm  squares  Kinkell  area  fledged  young  at  2 nests, 
nests  noted  at  3 other  sites;  A&D  190  casual  records  including  some  from  central  Dundee,  max  counts  12 
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Rossie  Moor  in  May,  12  Tayock  in  Aug  & 12  Auchmithie  in  Sep,  7-8prs  noted  from  3 sites;  P&K  pr  seen 
feeding  adders  to  young;  Is  of  May  1 seen  23  Apr;  Fife  15prs  were  successful  producing  a min  13br29  with  prs 
noted  at  another  21  locations,  best  counts  12  Earlshall  Muir  in  May  & 10  Troy  Woods  in  Apr,  some  suggestion 
of  influx  of  migrants  (c.9)  during  spell  of  easterlies  in  mid-Sep;  Forth  12prs  Braes  of  Doune  reared  24  young, 
breeding  also  noted  in  new  area  west  of  Larbert,  max  count  12  Doune  in  Mar;  Loth  seen  150  sites  with  further 
spread  noted  into  Edinburgh  & East  Lothian,  max  count  12  White  Castle  in  Mar;  Bord  510  casual  records, 
peaking  in  Apr,  max  counts  10  Gala  Water  in  Mar  & 8 Spittal  Bum  in  Oct,  reported  from  44  new  tetrads 
including  several  from  core  areas  which  suggests  some  infilling  of  existing  range  as  well  as  expansion  to  the 
S&E,  expansion  also  noted  to  head  of  valleys  pushing  the  range  to  high  elevations  away  from  the  favoured 
middle  ground,  the  population  is  now  thought  to  be  close  to  an  estimated  1,000  pairs,  11  nests  were 
monitoredproducing  ab  MBS  of  1.82,  rather  lower  than  recent  years  (1995-1999  mean  2.31);  Arg  a total  of  97 
young  were  known  to  have  fledged  with  MBS  1.83  - 17prs  Colonsay  of  which  10  did  not  breed  & 5prs  had 
MBS  1.6,  31  territories  Cowal  had  28prs  fledging  59  young,  20prs  SW  Mull  fledged  min  30  young,  also  3prs 
L.Gminart  reared  4 young,  5prs  Tiree  & pr  Sanda  Is.  fledged  br3,  max  area  count  was  18  L.Gminart,  Islay  in 
Nov;  Clyde  Is  1 3 nests  Bute  fledged  3 1 young,  br2  noted  Arran;  Clyde  1 ,20 1 bird/days  reported  peaking  in  Apr 
with  continued  spread  indicated  by  7 birds  seen  within  Glasgow  City  boundary  22  Mar,  max  count  10  Newbigging 
in  Apr  & 10  Barscube  Hill  in  Sep,  56prs  were  noted  ; Ayr  12prs  in  north  Ayrshire,  7prs  central  Ayrshire  and 
40prs  southern  Ayrshire,  only  2br2  noted,  max  count  10  Fairlie  Glen  in  Sep;  D&G  best  counts  were  17  Challoch 
Church  in  Mar,  14  Mersehead  hide  in  Mar. 


Rough-legged  Buzzard  Buteo  lagopus 

Winter/Spring:  1 Collieston  NE  11  Mar;  1 Fair  Is  4 May;  1 North  Ronaldsay  Ork  18  May;  1 found  (long  dead) 
Askemish,  South  Uist  OH  16  Jun. 

[1999]  1 Noss  Shet  13  May. 


* Booted  Eagle  Hieraaetus  pennatus 
1 Ancum,  North  Ronaldsay  Ork  22  Jun. 

This  record  has  been  accepted  by  the  BBRC  but  has  been  put  on  List  D by  the  BOURC.  This  bird  was  seen 
widely  in  Ireland  and  England  in  the  winter  of  99/00  had  enough  question  marks  against  it  to  cause  both  the 
Irish  and  British  Committees  to  doubt  that  it  was  of  a ‘natural’  origin  and  possibly  an  escape. 
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Golden  Eagle  Aquila  chrysaetos 


RSG 

Occupied 

Successful  Young 

MBP 

Sites 

Nests 

fledged 

OHebrides 

22 

9 

11 

0.50 

Highland 

95 

49 

52 

0.55 

NE  Scot 

19 

5 

6 

0.32 

Tayside 

13 

6 

9 

0.69 

Central 

10 

4 

4 

0.40 

SE  Scot 

2 

2 

2 

1.00 

Arg  & Bute 

59 

19 

22 

0.37 

D&G 

2 

1 

1 

0.50 

Rest  of  UK 

1 

0 

0 

0.00 

Totals 

223 

95 

107 

0.48 

Breeding:  OHeb  the  best  year  since  monitoring  started  in 
Uists  & Barra  1988  with  22  occupied  territories  & 1 1 chicks 
fledging  from  9 sites  while  4prs  failed  at  the  egg  stage;  M&N 
3 sites  pr  absent  at  one  and  no  attempt  at  another,  pair  bred 
but  failed  at  third  site;  NE  very  poor  year  with  19  occupied 
territories  with  eggs  laid  at  11  sites,  only  6 young  fledged 
from  5 nests,  a low  MBP  of  0.3 1 . The  severe  spring  weather 
probably  reduced  success  with  5 failing  at  the  egg  stage 
and  one  nest  falling  off  the  cliff.  Also  20  casual  records 
including  1 at  Bennachie,  well  away  from  known  breeding 


areas;  A&D  5 occupied  sites  with  2prs  rearing  4 young;  P&K  9 occupied  sites  from  12  checked  to  the  west  of 
A9,  eggs  were  laid  at  just  2-3  sites  and  young  fledged  at  2 sites.  4 sites  fledged  young  to  the  east  of  the  A9; 
Forth  all  8 checked  sites  were  occupied  but  just  2 were  successful,  rearing  single  young;  Bord  usual  2 sites, 
one  failing  the  other  fledging  br2;  Arg  62  sites  were  checked  & 59  were  occupied  but  just  32%  were  successful 
(5-year  mean  39%)  with  19  nests  fledging  22  young,  MBS  1.15  (1.06  in  ’99;  Clyde  Is  3prs  Arran,  2 successful 
with  br2  reared  Bute;  Clyde  2prs  reared  single  young  with  5 casual  records;  Ayr  sightings  of  wandering  ad  & 
imm;  D&G  2prs  attempted  to  breed  with  2 addled  eggs  in  one  nest  and  br2  dying  during  cold  weather  1 week 
after  hatching. 


Osprey  Pandion  haliaetus 

Spring:  First  1 Endrick  Mouth  Clyde  11  Mar;  Arg  17  Mar;  A&D,  M&N,  Clyde  Is  & Bord  25-28  Mar;  D&G, 
Fife,  Forth  & NE  6-10  Apr;  Loth  23  Apr;  Fair  Is  4 May;  Ayr,  Is  of  May,  Ork  & Shet  16-21  May;  OHeb  4 Jun. 
Passage  birds:  4 Fair  Is,  3 Shet  with  singles  OHeb,  Is  of  May  & Ork. 

Breeding:  High  70  pairs  were  preent  with  60  pairs  breeding  , 49  of  which  fledged  101  young;  NE  14prs  of 
which  13  prs  built  nests  & min  lOprs  laid  eggs,  8prs  were  successful,  fledging  14  young,  there  were  uncon- 
firmed rumours  of  summering  in  3 other  areas;  A&D  regular  Kinnordy,  max  5 seen  L.of  Lintrathen  in  Jul,  noted 
7 other  areas;  Tayside  50  occupied  sites  with  eggs  laid  at  36  sites  & 52+  young  fledged,  3prs  were  robbed;  Fife 
singles  summered  at  2 sites;  Forth  7prs  laid  with  6prs  rearing  14  young,  twice  the  numbers  of  ’99,  also  one  late 
territory  established;  Bord  pr  reared  br2  at  established  site,  no  suggestion  of  summering  elsewhere:  Arg  4 
known  prs  reared  9 chicks;  Clyde  br2  fledged  at  1 site. 

147  nests  were  known  in  Scotland  in  2000,  11  more  than  in  1999.  At  least  121  pairs  laid  eggs  and  over  195  young  flew. 
Further  pairs  were  seen  but  their  nests  were  not  located  or  they  did  not  breed.  These  extra  birds  are  not  included  in  the 
statistics.  It  is  now  difficult  to  keep  track  of  the  breeding  population  each  spring/summer.  Details  not  included  above  from 
W &S  Scotland  where  14  pairs  were  found  in  the  spring,  2 up  on  1999  and  with  2 pairs  south  of  the  Edinburgh-Glasgow 
line.  14  pairs  laid  eggs,  3 up  on  1999.  12  pairs  hatched  eggs  and  28  young  fledged,  the  best  production  so  far.  MBP  was 
2.00  with  MBS  2.33.  See  Dennis:  Ospreys  2000  (Highland  Foundation  for  Wildlife). 

Autumn:  Passage  birds:  2 Shet  & OHeb 
with  singles  Fair  Is  & Ork.  Best  counts: 
6 L.Leven  P&K  & 3 Carron  Valley  Res. 
Forth  in  Aug. 

Last  birds  Loth  20  Aug;  D&G,  Fife  & 
Bord  1-10  Sep;  Fair  Is  & OHeb  15  Sep; 
A&D  20  Sep;  M&N,  Ork,  Arg,  Clyde, 
Ayr  & Shet  23-25  Sep;  NE  2 Oct.  Late  singles  Mar  Lodge  NE  to  7 Nov;  Aberfeldy  P&K  8 Nov;  R.Tay  at 
Dunkeld  P&K  on  20  Nov. 

The  remains  of  a 1998  ringed  chick  from  Argyll  was  found  inside  a Gambian  crocodile  in  Nov. 


Scotland 

Pairs 

known 

Pairs 
with  eggs 

Pairs 

hatched 

Broods 

Young 

MBP 

1995 

99 

92 

77 

73 

146 

1.47 

1996 

104 

93 

76 

74 

155 

1.49 

1997 

111 

102 

93 

77 

159 

1.43 

1998 

130 

116 

103 

92 

193 

1.48 

1999 

136 

125 

99 

87 

183 

1.35 

2000 

147 

121 

- 

- 

>195 

>1.33 

Common  Kestrel  (Kestrel)  Falco  tinnunculus 

Winter/Spring:  1 Sullom  Shet  in  Jan  was  unusual.  Singles  Fair  Is  seen  on  17  dates  5 Apr  - 21  May;  2 singles  Is 
of  May  19Apr-15  May  & 22  May.  8 Glen  Fruin  Clyde  14  Mar  was  the  best  count. 

Breeding:  Ork  4 west  Mainland  sites  reared  3brll,  the  other  having  predated  chicks,  also  br3  Woo,  Sanday; 
OHeb  1 8prs  Bemeray  to  Barra  Head;  M&N  noted  14  sites  in  breeding  season  with  2 nests,  2 observers  noted 
20 1 sightings  in  year;  NE  3 nests  Forest  of  Birse  & ground  nest  Glen  Eman,  clear  evidence  of  a decrease  in  BBS 
since  ’96;  A&D  123  reported  but  just  5 of  breeding,  3prs  & 2prs  breeding  successfully  at  Kinnordy;  P&K 
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reported  11  sites,  6 during  the  breeding  season;  Fife  12br35  noted  with  prs  breeding  at  another  6 sites  & likely 
at  2 others,  prs  noted  12  other  sites  early  in  the  breeding  season;  Forth  br3  noted  Doune;  Loth  recorded  from 
98  sites;  Bord  llprs  noted  9 sites  with  breeding  confumed  at  3 sites;  Arg  only  6 of  20  known  breeding  areas 
were  occupied  on  Ross  of  Mull  with  no  occupied  sites  Colonsay;  Clyde  increasing  sightings  attributed  to 
definite  population  increase  over  7 years  since  systematic  recording  started,  33prs  noted  at  31  sites;  Ayr  41 
territories  were  checked  with  76%  occupation  (52%  in  ’99),  one  female  laid  on  17  Mar,  the  earliest  recorded  in 
29  seasons  but  most  were  completed  during  Apr,  MCS  5.7  (5.0),  85%  of  the  clutches  hatched  (90%)  and  at  27 
sites  the  MBS  was  4.65  (4.3)  giving  MBP  of  4.0  (2.76),  only  15%  failed  (35%  in  ’99)  with  93%  of  the  broods 
surviving  (91%),  the  huge  improvement  since  the  extremely  poor  year  of  1999  was  expected,  the  fine  weather 
and  high  vole  numbers  making  for  a very  productive  season,  the  extremely  good  weather  in  late  Apr-early  May 
was  thought  to  be  critical.  First  fledged  Clyde  2 Jul. 

JFMAM  J JA  SOND 
Fife  (average  seen)  8.5  6.5  8.5  5.3  4.3  7.5  3.3  4.0  7.3  11.8  8.3  7.0 

Bord  (numbers  seen)  31  28  42  31  31  53  4 21  .32  52  36  25 

Clyde  (numbers  seen)  69  93  91  101  71  104  128  93  101  91  127  121 

L in  Sep. 

Passage  - St.Kilda  OH  2 on  23-26  Jul  with  3 singles  14  Sep-11  Oct;  Fair  Is  present  from  late  Jul-21  Oct,  max 
11  on  24  Sep;  Shet  from  13  Aug,  max  6 Skerries  & 4 Foula  22-26  Sep;  present  Is  of  May  16  Aug- 17  Nov,  max 
5 on  25-29  Sep.  Arg  apparent  influx  Islay  21  Oct.  1 Fitful  Head  Shet  in  Dec. 

See  Riddle  in  Ayrshire  Bird  Report  2000  for  a detailed  account  of  Ayrshire  breeding  season. 


* Red-footed  Falcon  Falco  vespertinus 
Autumn:  If  Duthie  Park,  Aberdeen  NE  16  Jul. 
The  l(y^  record  for  North-east  Scotland. 


Merlin  Falco  columbarius 

Winter/Spring:  3 St.Kilda  OH  in  Apr  & 1 in  May.  2 Is  of 
May  in  Apr. 

Breeding:  Shet  poor  coverage  but  lOprs  all  laid  & 8 nests 
fledged  27  young,  MBP  2.7;  Ork  poorest  year  for  some 
time  with  incomplete  coverage  with  just  8 nests  being  laid 
from  15  occupied  sites,  4 nests  reared  15  young,  the  other 
4 may  have  reared  0-9  young  but  were  not  revisited,  MBP 
was  probably  3.0;  OHeb  9prs  North-Uist  to  Barra  raised 
31  young  (MBS  3.4)  with  pairs  noted  at  another  8 sites 
and  including  the  first  proved  breeding  on  Barra;  M&N 
23  occupied  sites  with  17br60  reared  (MBP  2.6)  but  the 
occupation  of  former  sites  was  less  than  40%  in  the  S&E 
of  the  area;  NE  with  good  recovery  of  numbers  in  Upper 
Deeside  & Donside,  31  sites  were  occupied  with  28prs 
breeding  & 22prs  raising  82  young.  Lower  Deeside  had  MBS  3.3,  Upper  Deeside  3.0  & Donside  2.4,  persecu- 
tion was  suspected  at  a Donside  site;  A&D  18  occupied  sites  had  12prs  rearing  44  young  (MBS  3.7);  P&K  20 
sites  held  pairs  and  fledged  3 1 young,  but  continued  decline  in  western  Perthshire;  Loth/Bord  upturn  in  pro- 
ductivity with  16  nests  (14)  fledging  57  young  (33)  from  26  occupied  sites  (25),  MBS  3.8  (2.7)  & MBP  2.2 
(1.3),  most  of  the  success  coming  from  improved  productivity  in  the  Lammermuirs,  all  of  the  Pentlands  sites 
were  in  trees;  Clyde  only  a single  breeding  season  report;  Arg  7 occupied  sites  had  3 sites  fledging  11-12 
young,  also  br2  at  Mull  site  & breeding  season  reports  from  3 other  areas;  D&G  9 occupied  sites  had  5 nests 
which  reared  10+  young. 

AutumnAVinter:  Excellent  late  summer/autumn  Fife  accounting  for  most  of  46%  increase  in  annual  record  total 
over  1999.  Max  4 Fair  Is  26  Sep;  48  bird-days  North  Ronaldsay  Ork  mid-Aug  to  mid-Oct.  5 St.Kilda  in  Sep 
with  4 together  mobbing  a Peregrine  & 4 in  Oct.  Daily  Is  of  May  26  Sep-3  Nov,  max  3 on  12  Oct.  Poor  winter 
in  Fife  with  just  7 records. 


RSG 

Occupied 

Successful  Young 

MBP 

Sites 

Nests 

fledged 

Shetland 

10 

8 

27 

2.70 

Orkney 

8 

4 

13 

1.63 

OHebrides 

9 

9 

31 

3.44 

Highland 

43 

29 

109 

2.53 

NE  Scot 

31 

22 

82 

2.65 

A&D 

18 

12 

44 

2.44 

P&K 

20 

13 

31 

1.55 

Forth 

3 

0 

0 

0.00 

SE  Scot 

26 

16 

57 

2.19 

Arg  & Bute 

8 

4 

13 

1.63 

S.Strathclyde 

0 

0 

0 

0.00 

D&G 

9 

5 

10 

1.11 

Rest  of  UK 

109 

59 

134 

1.23 

Totals 

304 

189 

578 

1.90 

Autumn/Winter:  The  best 
post-breeding  counts  in- 
clude: 11  Pentlands  L dur- 
ing Jul  & 10  Bavelaw  area 
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Fife  Bird  Report 

* Eurasian  Hobby  (Hobby)  Falco  subbuteo 

Spring:  First  1 Burbanks,  Cove  NE  9 May;  1 North  Ronaldsay  Ork  16  May;  P‘-s  Fair  Is  23-24  May  with 
another  P-s  there  1 Jun;  1 Birsay  Moors  Ork  5 Jun;l  Fair  Is  9 Jun  with  another  there  13-14  Jun;  1 Loch  Affric 
H 12  Jun;  1 Musselburgh  L 17  Jun;  1 Mains  of  Garten  H 22  Jun. 

Autumn:  ad  Rothes  M&N  18  Jul;  ad  Vane  Farm  P&K  2-16  Aug;  juv  Musselburgh  2 Sep;  1 St. Abbs  Head  B 9 
Sep;  1 Fair  Is  15-20  Sep;  1 Fair  Is  22  Sep;  ad  Eyemouth  B,  1 Is  of  May  & 1 Foula  Shet  23  Sep;  ad  Kergord  Shet 
23-24  Sep.  Then  imms  Balcomie  Castle  F 24  Sep;  Kinross  P&K  28  Sep;  Insh  Marshes  H 12  Oct;  & Coldingham 
B 15  Oct.  10  in  spring,  14  in  autumn. 


* Gyr  Falcon  Falco  rusticolus 

Winter:  PV2"‘‘-winter  white  phase  Fair  Is  3-16  Feb. 

If  exhausted  Foinaven  oil  field  at  sea,  west  of  Shetland  c.2  Mar  was  rehabilitated  and  released  at  Glen  Lui  NE 
10  Mar.  What  was  presumed  to  be  the  same  bird  was  later  seen  at  Lochindorb  M&N  & north  of  Grantown  on 
Spey  H 19  Mar.  Photos  of  rehabilitated  bird:  see  Birding  Scotland  3 (2)  cover  & see  Ganlett  in  Birding  World  13:  104-107. 
[1999]  1 Moss  of  Whitestanes  Ork  15  May. 


Peregrine  Falcon  (Peregrine)  Falco  peregrinus 


Winter/Spring:  Shet  singles:  Mar  (5)  & May  (1 ).  6 singles  Fair  Is  6 Apr-1  May  with  another  6 Jun.  2 St.Kilda 
OH  mid- Apr-  to  late  Jun. 


RSG 

Occupied 

Successful  Young 

MBP 

Sites 

Nests 

fledged 

Orkney 

15 

3 

5 

0.33 

OHebrides 

0 

0 

0 

0.00 

Highland 

20 

13 

20 

1.00 

M&N 

12 

3 

4 

0.33 

NE  Scot 

36 

12 

21 

0.58 

A&D 

34 

26 

26 

0.76 

P&K 

36 

27 

48 

1.33 

Forth 

23 

18 

38 

1.65 

SE  Scot 

51 

23 

54 

1.06 

Arg  & Bute 

16 

13 

24 

1.50 

S.Strathclyde 

25 

13 

30 

1.20 

D&G 

78 

28 

103 

1.32 

Scotland 

346 

179 

373 

1.08 

Rest  of  UK 

407 

194 

430 

1.01 

Totals 

753 

393 

803 

1.07 

Breeding:  Ork  a very  incomplete  census  but  5 Mainland 
sites  only  managed  1 clutch,  which  failed,  c.8  sites  Hoy  man- 
aged 2br2  fledged,  2 sites  in  northern  isles  with  br3  noted  in 
May;  OHeb  present  at  10  traditional  sites  but  no  details; 
M&N  very  disappointing  year,  especially  on  grouse  moors, 
with  only  8 of  16  traditional  sites  occupied  and  4 of  these 
just  by  single  birds,  overall  21  sites  were  checked  with  just 
12  occupied  by  7 pairs  that  managed  3br4;  NE  67  sites  were 
checked  with  36  occupied  by  pairs  but  only  12  sites  fledged 
a minimum  of  21  young,  levels  of  persecution  remain  high 
with  just  45%  of  grouse  moor  sites  occupied  and  those  sites 
managing  only  0.68  MBP  compared  to  1.0  elsewhere,  14 
grouse  moor  sites  fledged  9 young,  13  coastal  sites  fledged 
3 young  & 9 other  inland  sites  fledged  9 young.  The  poor 
weather  was  also  to  blame  with  just  1 montane  site  rearing 
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young  and  coastal  sites  suffering  the  severe  gales,  torrential  rain  in  gale  force  winds  in  late  Apr  were  thought  to 
be  the  main  culprit;  A&D  38  sites  checked,  34  being  occupied  with  26prs  rearing  26  young;  P&K  64  sites  were 
checked  of  which  36  were  occupied  and  fledged  48  young  from  27,  productivity  was  low;  Fife  2 sites  known 
but  did  not  progress  beyond  the  egg  stage;  Forth  the  19  sites  that  were  checked  were  occupied  by  14prs  & 2 
singles  from  which  1 1 nests  fledged  24  young;  Loth/Bord  5 1 sites  were  occupied  from  the  64  checked,  55%  of 
the  sites  failed  (34%)  with  23  sites  rearing  54+  young,  MBS  2.34,  MBP  1.06,  human  interference  was  suspected 
in  several  northern  sites  where  productivity  was  lower;  Arg  16  occupied  site  managed  13br24,  MBS  (1.8); 
Clyde  Is  3 successful  prs  Arran,  pr  with  br2  Bute;  Clyde  2br5  known;  Ayr  29  sites  were  checked  with  19 
occupied  producing  7brl7  (MBS  2.4);  D&G  109  sites  checked  with  78  occupied  & 48  broods  of  103+  young, 
MBS  2.15,  MBP  1.3. 

AutumnAVinter:  limm  Shet  Jul-early  Sep,  with  singles  there  Sep  (6),  Oct  (3),  Nov  (1)  & Dec  (1).  1-2  Fair  Is  in 
late  Aug  & again  in  Sep-late  Oct  & single  during  Nov. 


Red  Grouse  Lagopus  lagopus 

Winter/Spring:  max  counts  - 80  Glen  Tanar  NE,  52  The  Lecht  M&N  in  Jan;  40  Southern  Upland  Way  B in  Feb. 
Breeding:  Shet  family  parties  noted  10  sites;  Ork  12prs  Birsay  Moors,  8prs  Hobbister  & 3prs  Rousay;  NE 
numbers  of  prs  Cairn  well  were  stable  but  decline  in  numbers  of  mm,  survey  of  Glen  Callater  revealed  17mm, 
13ff  & 45  large  juvs,  high  densities  of  ads  in  upper  Glen  Gaim  in  Jun,  some  drop  in  numbers  Forest  of  Birse, 
clear  evidence  of  a decrease  on  BBS  plots  since  ’96;  A&D  3 broods  noted;  P&K  small  numbers  hang  on  Cleish 
Hills  & at  Vane  Farm;  Fife  slight  drop  in  numbers  Lomond  Hills;  Forth  still  present  Flanders  Moss;  Loth  noted 
at  just  2 sites;  Clyde  Is  improved  success  Arran,  a few  still  persist  on  Bute;  Clyde  noted  14  sites. 

First  young  see  Bord  18  May;  Ork  4 Jun;  Shet  7 Jun;  Clyde  15  Jun. 

225  brace  shot  Glen  Callater,  Invercauld  NE. 

AutumnAVinter:  34  Hill  of  Spott  A&D,  15  Black  Craig  of  Dee  D&G,  10  Whalsay  Shet  in  Sep;  24  Glen  Quaich 
P&K  & 22  Queenside  Muir  Clyde  in  Oct;  65  Cairn  Table  Ayr  & 16  Whi tenure  Shet  in  Dec. 


Rock  Ptarmigan  (Ptarmigan)  Lagopus  mutus 
Winter/Spring:  4 Mount  Keen  A&D  in  Feb. 

Breeding:  M&N  3-5  Ben  Rinnes  in  summer;  NE  slightly  higher  numbers  Caimwell  with  c/13  seen  Meall 
Odhar  of  which  just  3 hatched,  possibly  due  to  snow,  success  was  low  in  the  Caimwell  hills  but  fairly  high  on 
Ben  Macdui  & Beinn  a’Bhuird,  spring  numbers  were  highest  on  Lochnagar  & Ben  Avon,  breeding  was  also 
noted  at  4 other  sites;  A&D  noted  4 areas  with  1 1 Craig  Leachach  in  May;  P&K  noted  13  sites  in  year  with  no 
big  flocks  seen;  Arg  noted  8 sites  in  year  but  all  1-2  birds;  Clyde  Is  seen  3 sites;  Clyde  2 records  included 
breeding  with  br3  from  Ben  Lomond.  First  young  noted  Clyde  18  Jul. 

Autumn/Winter:  25  Glas  Maol  A&D  in  Jun;  30-40  Morven  NE,  13  Creag  a Ghlas  NE  & 11  Ben  Chonzie  P&K 
in  Sep;  1 1 Meall  nan  Aighean  P&K  in  Oct. 


Black  Grouse  Tetrao  tetrix 

Breeding:  NE  total  of  all  leks  on  Mar  Lodge  was  92mm  & 4 ff,  stable  numbers  Forest  of  Birse;  P&K  a further 
4.3%  decline  from  1999  figures;  Forth  15%  decline  in  lek  survey,  two  hybrids  seemingly  Capercaillie  x Red 
Grouse  crosses;  Loth  single  pairs  qt  2 sites;  Bord  5 new  leks 
found  in  Liddesdale  in  the  far  south;  Clyde  Is  1 record  Arran,  a 
few  persist  Bute;  Clyde  no  confirmed  breeding;  Ayr  44  mm  at 
leks  (34  in  ’99);  D&G  noted  3 sites  in  breeding  season.  First 
young  Bord  8 Jul. 

Largest  groups:  19  Glen  Quaich  P&K  & 10  Ardeonaig  Forth  in 
Mar;  18  Glenlude  B in  Apr;  43  Muttonhall  B in  May;  30  Glen 
Quaich  in  Oct;  44  Mar  Lodge  NE,  30  Strathbraan  P&K,  13  Glen 
Tanar  NE  & 1 1 L.Finlas  Ayr  in  Nov;  28  Remony  P&K  in  Dec. 


Area 

sites 

mm 

ff 

total 

M&N 

3 

10 

0 

10 

NE 

>7 

118 

11 

129 

A&D 

7 

33 

4 

37 

P&K 

49 

245 

0 

245 

Forth 

25 

82 

0 

82 

Loth 

5 

4 

2 

6 

Bord 

67 

204 

18 

222 

Arg 

2 

>3 

0 

>3 

Clyde 

20 

54 

22 

76 

Ayr 

>4 

44 

0 

44 

Western  Capercaillie  (Capercaillie)  Tetrao  urogallus 

High  12  L.Garten  14  Aug;  M&N  scarce  & ‘holding  on’  in  west  Moray  where  br3  noted,  Im  north  central 
Moray,  single  ff  east  Moray  but  no  records  SE  Naim  & SC  Moray;  NE  just  7 casual  records  from  4 areas,  RSPB 
survey  recorded  5-7  mm  plus  evidence  of  birds  in  7 forests  on  Donside  & 8 woodlands  on  Deeside,  not  includ- 
ing the  Mar  & Balmoral  Estates  where  at  least  2mm  seen,  brood  count  in  Glen  Tanar  had  9 hens  with  6 chicks. 
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not  a high  level  of  success  but  the  best  in  4 years,  also  2 at  Logie  Coldstone  & f + young  near  Ballater  in  May, 
the  Glen  Tanar  drive  produced  3mm  & 27ff,  birds  were  also  noted  in  Strathdon,  Inver  & Mar  Lodge;  P&K  Im 
Torlum  Wood  in  Jan  was  the  only  record;  Clyde  1 outside  usual  range  at  Lang  Craigs  in  Jan,  16mm+llff  in 
L.Lomond  Is  census  in  Mar,  during  Jul  8mm,  4ff  & brl  were  counted  with  breeding  confirmed  on  3 islands. 


Red-legged  Partridge  Alectoris  rufa 

M&N  hundreds  released  Drynachan  & 9 Refouble  in  Feb,  also  1-3  birds  at  9 other  sites;  NE  72  Crimond  in  Nov 
with  16-42  reported  there  in  Oct  after  a release  of  c.lOO,  noted  9 other  sites  but  no  evidence  of  breeding;  A&D 
8 Roundyhill  in  Aug  but  otherwise  24  records  of  mostly  1-2  birds;  P&K  coveys  of  up  to  26  birds  at  9 sites;  Fife 
15  Ceres  in  Nov  & 10  Balcarres  in  Jan  but  some  doubt  about  the  longevity  of  released  birds;  Forth  65  Cromlix 
in  Jan,  possibly  fewer  releases;  Loth  noted  7 main  area  with  some  large  releases  included  release  of  400  birds 
at  Pitcox;  Bord  increase  in  records  with  1-3  birds  noted  at  c.30  sites  with  max  21  Wooplaw  in  Sep,  breeding 
noted  at  5 sites  with  first  young  Garvald  20  Jun  & brlO  Stichill  in  Jul;  Arg  100  released  Kiloran,  Colonsay,  also 
2 other  areas;  Clyde  Is  fewer  seen  on  Arran  but  further  release  Bute;  Clyde  just  3 records;  Ayr  1-2  noted  at  8 
sites  with  19  Hillhouse,  Monton  in  Sep;  D&G  1-3  birds  noted  7 sites. 


Grey  Partridge  Perdix  perdix 

M&N  6 coveys  in  the  11-15  range,  max  16  Cummingston  in  Aug;  NE  c.50  records  with  prs  at  7 sites,  success 
poorer  due  to  cold  wet  Jun,  3br34  noted,  largest  parties  were  20  Todhead  in  Oct  & 19  L.of  Strathbeg  in  Nov; 
A&D  52  records  but  only  3 of  breeding,  max  covey  was  17  Ballintore  in  Nov;  P&K  12  localities,  bred  at  5 sites 
with  5prs  Glen  Quaich  where  5 coveys  of  50  birds  in  Nov;  Fife  survey  Balgonie  & Elie  found  31  coveys  with 
259  birds,max  coveys  was  17,  the  statistics  suggested  that  the  predator  control  on  the  smaller  Elie  Estate  boosted 
production  by  c.40%,  a total  of  69prs  were  reported  with  28prs  Gilston  Estate,  9prs  Eden  Est.  & 6prs  Leuchars 
where  max  covey  36  birds  in  Nov;  Forth  1 1 sites  with  30  Lathallan  in  Nov;  Loth  3prs  Aberlady,  max  flock  26 
Pitcox  in  Jan;  Bord  32  sites  with  5prs  Newmains  & 3 successful  broods  & also  broods  at  3 other  sites;  Clyde  Is 
introduction  Scoulag  Moor  Bute  where  40  in  Oct;  Clyde  9 sites  in  breeding  season,  numbers  in  the  old  strong- 
hold of  Inkerman-Blackstoun  Farm-Linwood  Moss  (ca  4km^)  reduced  to  near-extinction  due  to  intensive  hunt- 
ing by  hawkers,  mainly  flying  Goshawks;  Ayr  15  sites  with  breeding  at  6 sites,  including  brl 5 Bogend,  max  25 
Highfield  in  Aug;  D&G  noted  7 sites.  First  young:  Ayr  10  Jul;  Bord  6 Aug. 


Grey  Partridge 

Tommy  Daniels 
Clyde  Bird  Report 


Common  Quail  (Quail)  Cotumix  cotumix 


1st  dates 

A 

M 

J 

J 

A 

S 

O 

Total 

N Isles 

- 

4 

4 

3 

- 

2 

2 

15 

NE  Scot  * 

- 

1 

10 

5 

- 

1 

- 

17 

N Scot 

- 

1 

3 

- 

2 

- 

- 

6 

E/C  Scot 

1 

4 

5 

- 

- 

- 

- 

10 

SE  Scot 

- 

2 

6 

12 

3 

- 

- 

23 

W Scot 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

SW  Scot 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- 

1 

- 

3 

2000 

1 

12 

29 

22 

5 

4 

2 

75 

1999 

- 

21 

22 

23 

3 

1 

0 

76 

1998 

- 

25 

37 

10 

8 

2 

1 

83 

Spring:  First  Is  of  May  27  Apr;  Fair  Is  7 May; 
Fife,  Loth  & Bord  14-20  May;  Ork,  High  & NE 
24-30  May;  M&N  7 Jun;  A&D,  P&K  & D&G  14- 
lb  Jun;  Shet  & Clyde  3-4  Jul. 

Breeding:  Shet  Im  calling;  l-2nun  Graemeshall 
late-May-early  Jul;  High  3mm  Tomdhu;  M&N 
5nun  called;  NE  calling  4 sites  in  Jun-Jul  with  6mm 
Barras  & 2nun  Fisherford;  A&D  2mm  on  3 dates 
only;  P&K  just  1 record;  Fife  worst  year  since 
1996  with  only  3 birds  at  2 sites;  Loth  5mm  call- 


R.D.Murray  [Ed.] 
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ing  at  3 sites  with  brood  seen  Pitcox;  Bord  c.20  records  with  4mm  Newmains  where  br6  seen  in  Aug,  a rare 
breeding  record;  D&G  2 called  in  Jun/Jul. 

Aummn:  last  dates  - D&G  16  Sep;  NE  28  Sep;  Ork  2 Oct;  1 Fair  Is  6 Oct. 


Common  Pheasant  (Pheasant)  Pheasianus  colchicus 

Ork  max  12  L.of  Sabiston  in  Jan;  NE  max  47  Lower  Affleck  in  Jan;  A&D  max  20  Drum  in  Mar;  Fife  just  6 
Gartarry  in  Oct  where  usually  hundreds,  2 broods  reported;  Loth  21prs  Aberlady;  Arg  first  brood  in  Jun  but  150 
released  Colonsay  in  Jun,  max  32  L.Gruinart,  Islay  in  Oct;  Clyde  Barscube  Hill  in  Nov. 

First  young  seen  Clyde  Is  2 Jun;  Bord  22  Jul. 


Water  Rail  Rallus  aquaticus 

Winter/Spring:  58  Jan-Mar  birds  with  c.l7  Shet,  16  Fife,  6 OHeb,  5 Loth,  3 D&G  & Forth,  2 NE  & Clyde  with 
singles  A&D,  Arg,  Bord  & Fair  Is. 

Max  counts  14  Kilconquhar  L.  F in  Jan.  Passage  max  5 North  Ronaldsay  Ork  2 Apr. 

Breeding:  Shet  br2  Haroldswick  but  1 died  later  was  the  2"'^  Shetland  breeding  record;  Ork  3prs  Mill  Dam, 
Shapinsay  & brl  Graemeshall  L.;  OHeb  c.6  territories  noted  at  5 sites  with  young  seen  L.na  Liana  Moire, 
Benbecula;  M&N  c.32  territories  with  22prs  & 10  singles  including  lOprs/6  singles  L.Spynie  and  5prs/2  singles 
Cran  L.;  NE  breeding  season  reports  from  5 sites;  A&D  llprs  Kinnordy,  most  double-brooded,  also  4 juvs 
Montrose  Basin;  P&K  noted  6 sites;  Fife  c.  16  calling  at  7 sites  with  4 Kilconquhar  L.,  3 St.Margaret’s  Marsh  & 

3 Mugdrum  Is.;  Forth  noted  2 sites;  Loth  noted  just  2 sites;  Bord  22prs/6  singles  noted  at  10  sites  in  survey, 
max  8prs  Hare  Moss  & 3prs  St.Leonard’s  P,  also  casual  records  from  4 other  sites;  Arg  c.l3  noted  7 sites  with 

4 Tiree  & 4 L.Gruinart,  Islay;  Clyde  63  territories,  53  occupied  by  prs,  including  12prs  Lochwinnoch  & 6prs 
Baron’s  Haugh,  br4  seen  Douglas  Estate,  2br6  Douglas  Water  Pools  & br2  Endrick  Mouth;  Ayr  noted  4 sites 
with  9-10  at  3 sites,  with  3prs  each  Bogside,  Trabboch  L.  & Heart  L.;  D&G  noted  5 sites. 

First  broods  seen  Shet  21  Jul;  OHeb  29  Jul;  Clyde  2 Aug. 

AutumnAVinter:  First  passage  birds  Fair  Is  13  Sep;  Shet  25  Sep;  OHeb  6 Oct,  mostly  1-3  birds  but  25  L.of 
Kinnordy  A&D  17  Sep;  5 North  Ronaldsay  15  Sep;  4 Fair  Is  22  Nov;  5 L.Spynie  M&N  in  late  Nov. 
c.  48  Dec  birds  with  1 3 Fife,  c.9  Shet,  4 Bord  & Ayr,  3 D&G,  A&D,  Clyde  & Fair  Is,  2 M&N,  Loth  & Forth  with 
singles  OHeb,  max  12  Kilconquhar  L.  F in  Dec. 

See  Cook  in  Moray  & Naim  Bird  Report  2000;  100-105  for  an  account  of  a survey  there. 


* Spotted  Crake  Porzana  porzana 

Spring:  1 Balranald,  North  Uist  OH  2-5  May;  1 L.Stiapavat,  Lewis  OH  6 May;  1 North  Ronaldsay  Ork  14 
May;  1 L.Bee,  South  Uist  OH  30  May. 

Breeding:  Ork  pr  thought  to  have  bred  Maeness,  2mm  sang  Egilsay;  OHeb  1 L.Bee  23  Jul,  but  no  evidence  of 
breeding;  High  pr  bred  with  4mm  at  another  site;  NE  3mm  heard  at  the  two  traditional  sites  in  Jun-Jul;  Arg  1 
called  L.Gruinart,  Islay  mid-May  to  late  Jul  but  was  thought  to  be  unmated. 

Autumn:  1 Newshot  Is.  Clyde  28  Aug;  1 Fair  Is  21  Sep;  1 North  Ronaldsay  22  Sep  & 1 Oct;  1 Is  of  May  25 
Sep;  1 St.Kilda  OH  28  Oct.  3’'“^  record  for  Isle  of  May.  Photo  of  L.Insh  bird:  see  Birding  Scotland  4(1):  cover. 


Corn  Crake  (Corncrake)  Crex  crex 

Spring:  First  1 Middlequarter  & Camish,  North  Uist  OH  1 8 Apr;  Arg  20  Apr;  Loth  30  Apr;  High  8 May;  Fair  Is 
25  May;  Shet  27  May. 

Birds  heard  outwith  main  range  in  spring  & summer:  1 Broughton  B on  14  Jun;  1 S.Ayrshire  Ayr  15  & 29  Jun; 
1 Flanders  Moss  Forth  on  22  Jun;  1 Dechmont  L 26-27  Jun;  1 Meiklour  P&K  in  Jul;  1 Dochart  Forth  8 Jul. 
Breeding:  Shet  singles  calling  Bressay  & south  Mainland  with  brood  seen  latter  site  in  Jul;  Fair  Is  1 calling 
mid-late  Jun  had  a nest  destroyed  during  silage  cutting;  Ork  decline  to  1 1 calling  birds  with  4 Egilsay,  2 West 
Mainland  & Sanday  and  singles  Westray,  Graemsay  & South  Ronaldsay;  OHeb  mostly  stable  with  310  calling 
males;  Arg  stable  or  slightly  increasing  to  252  calling  birds. 

Autumn:  1 Brechin-Forfar  A&D  3 1 Aug;  singles  St.Kilda  OH,  Scatness  Shet  & Quendale  Shet  2-4  Sep;  1 killed 
by  falconers  Goshawk  at  Linwood  Clyde  9 Sep;  1 Burrowstown  Shet  10  Sep;  3 singles  Fair  Is  from  18-26  Sep; 
1 Is  of  May  on  24  Sep;  1 Balemartine  Arg  25  Sep;  1 Baugh  Arg  29  Sep;  singles  Langass,  North  Uist  OH  & 
Sandwick,  Yell  Shet  1 Oct;  1 freshly  killed  by  Peregrine  in  Dundee  City  centre  A&D  1 Nov. 

9th-i(yh  records  for  Angus  & Dundee. 
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Singing  mm 

95 

96 

97 

98 

99 

00 

Shetland 

- 

- 

- 

4 

2 

2 

Fair  Isle 

1 

Orkney 

39 

43 

21 

13 

15 

11 

Lewis  OH 

96 

104 

114 

77 

50 

55 

Harris  OH 

8 

5 

5 

3 

4 

3 

Bemerey  OH 

0 

1 

4 

2 

2 

1 

N.  Uist  OH 

53 

66 

78 

73 

66 

66 

Benbecula  OH 

23 

27 

45 

41 

36 

31 

S.  Uist  OH 

58 

81 

62 

65 

101 

98 

BarraA^atersay  OH 

44 

58 

74 

47 

46 

56 

SkyeH 

9 

21 

23 

12 

16 

23 

Canna  H 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

na 

RumH 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

na 

EiggH 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

na 

Muck  H 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

3 

Coll  Arg 

37 

40 

42 

40 

48 

53 

Singing  mm 

95 

96 

97 

98 

99 

00 

Tiree  Arg 

140 

117 

136 

136 

144 

153 

Mull  Arg 

0 

0 

0 

2 

2 

1 

Iona  Arg 

4 

5 

8 

12 

13 

9 

Treshnish  Is.  Arg 

- 

- 

- 

3 

11 

4 

Colonsay  Arg 

9 

5 

6 

9 

12 

21 

Oronsay  Arg 

0 

3 

2 

5 

7 

? 

Islay  Arg 

14 

7 

17 

4 

7 

8 

other  High 

- 

- 

- 

22 

3 

16 

other  Arg 

- 

- 

- 

- 

10 

3 

North-east 

- 

- 

- 

1 

3 

- 

Loth 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Qyde 

- 

- 

- 

1 

2 

- 

Ayr 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

D&G 

- 

- 

- 

0 

1 

- 

‘Core  Area’ 

537 

583 

637 

543 

571 

571 

Total 

534 

583 

637 

573 

594 

597 

Common  Moorhen  (Moorhen)  Gallinula  chloropus 

Winter/Spring:  38  Cally  L.  D&G,  20  Bothwell  P.  Clyde,  18  L.of  Hillwell  Shet,  18  R.Almond  Pools  L,  17  Alva- 
Dollar  Forth  & 15  L.  an  t-Saile,  South  Uist  OH  in  Jan;  36  Forth  & Clyde  Canal  in  Glasgow  Clyde,  30  Monikie 
A&D,  18  Skinflats  Forth  & 16  Castle  L.  F in  Feb;  25  Forfar  L.  A&D,  23  Logan  Gardens  D&G,  16  Fyvie  L. 
NE  & 15  North  Ronaldsay  Ork  in  Mar. 

Breeding:  Ork  lOprs  Mill  Dam,  Shapinsay;  OHeb  2br4  Eoligarry,  Barra;  A&D  36prs  reared  just  10  young  L.of 
Kinnordy;  P&K  just  2prs  Carsebreck  where  formerly  much  more  common;  Fife  20  sites  held  28br7 1 with  MBS 
2.54,  16  young  at  3 other  sites  with  6brl7  at  Kilconquhar  L.  the  best  site  for  productivity;  Bord  poor  year  with 


Shet 

Sites 

1 

Pairs 

6 

Broods 

6 

Juvs 

>3 

MBS 

3.0 

Ork 

9 

>18 

- 

- 

- 

OHeb 

5 

>5 

>1 

3 

3.0 

M&N 

18 

>20 

>9 

- 

- 

A&D 

4 

37 

7 

10 

- 

P&K 

5 

>12 

■- 

- 

- 

Fife 

24 

>29 

>28 

>87 

2.54 

Forth 

3 

3 

4 

11 

2.7 

Loth 

13 

36 

C.20 

40 

1.8 

Bord 

49 

74 

40 

86 

2.1 

Arg 

24 

13 

5 

12 

2.3 

Clyde 

105 

176 

C..61 

149 

2.4 

Ayr 

8 

10 

5 

15 

3.0 

D&G 

3 

40 

- 

- 

- 

numbers  virtually  half  of  the  previous  year  & lowest 
mean  brood  size  since  ‘90;  Clyde  176prs  at  105  sites; 
D&G  3 Iprs  Mersehead  & 8prs  Carlingwark  L. 

First  brood  seen  Fife  28  May;  Bord  1 Jun. 
AutumnAVinter:  86  Kilmardinny  L.  Clyde,  23  L.Gelly 
F,  22  North  Ronaldsay  and  17  Fogwatt  M&N  in 
Aug;  66  Union  Canal  Forth  and  18  Hirsel  L.  B dur- 
ing Sep;  38  Caerlaverock  D&G,  35  Balgone  Loch 
L,  34  Kilconquhar  L.  F and  32  Forth  & Clyde  Canal 
in  Glasgow  in  Oct;  30  Bu  L.,  Burray  Ork  & 21  L.of 
Hillwell  in  Nov. 

1 Oronsay  Arg  1-7  May  was  first  seen  there  since  the 
1970s.  1 Is  of  May  25  Sep  was  rather  unusual. 


Common  Coot  (Coot)  Fulica  atra 

Winter/Spring:  325  Linhthgow  L.  L,  320  Drummond  P.  P&K,  285  Yetholm  L.  B,  239  L.Ore  F,  237  L.of  Menteith 
Forth,  212  Lindores  L.  F,  208  Hogganfield  L.  Clyde,  207  Castle  L.  D&G,  150  Monikie  A&D,  143  Carsebreck 
P&K,  139  Johnston  L.  Clyde  & 89  L.Spynie  M&N  in  Jan;  437  L.of  Harray  Ork  & 98  L.of  Skene  NE  in  Feb. 
1 St.Kilda  OH  8- 18  May. 

Breeding:  Shet  5 summered  L.of  Hillwell,  2br8  reared,  first  confirmed  breeding  since  1989;  Ork  bred  9 sites 

sites  with  16-20prs  Mill  Dam,  Shapinsay;  OHeb  bred 
4 sites  Benbecula;  NE  only  noted  at  3 sites  and  just 
3prs  Strathbeg;  Fife  much  improved  productivity  of 
3.15  (2.5);  Forth  just  1 brood  reported;  Bord  lOOprs 
were  noted  at  30  sites  with  41br95,  the  poorest  pro- 
duction for  10  years;  Arg  just  1 bird  summered;  Clyde 
202prs  reported  at  85  sites  with  MBS  1.6,  average 
productivity  (mean=L7);  Ayr  reported  at  just  3 sites; 
D&G  22prs  Mersehead  (8)  & 19prs  Carlingwark  L.. 
First  broods  seen  Bord  2 May;  Clyde  1 1 May;  Ork  on 
18  May;  Fife  28  May;  Clyde  Is  19  Jun. 


Shet 

Sites 

2 

Pairs 

2 

Broods 

8 

Juvs 

8 

MBS 

4.0 

Ork 

9 

>30 

7 

7 

7 

OHeb 

5 

7 

4 

6 

3.0 

M&N 

8 

>17 

5 

11 

2.2 

A&D 

4 

43 

7 

10 

7 

Fife 

22 

- 

72 

165 

3.15 

Loth 

26 

>54 

>29 

>55 

2.22 

Bord 

30 

100 

41 

95 

2.32 

Clyde 

85 

202 

- 

237 

1.60 

Ayr 

3 

9 

2 

5 

2.50 

D&G 

4 

>41 

- 

- 

- 

ILD.Murray  [Ed.] 


49 


* Common  Crane  (Crane)  Grus  grus 

Spring:  1 Aberlady-Gullane  L 1-4  Apr;  2 Handa  H 3 Apr;  1 Harolds  wick  Shet  10  Apr,  possibly  also  same  at 
Brow  Marsh  Shet  26  Apr  & at  Quendale  Shet  6-7  May;  1 L.of  Strathbeg  NE  21  Apr-19  May;  2W  Aberlady  22 
Apr;  2 Rossie  House  Farm  F on  2 May;  3 Newmains,  Reston  B 10  May;  1 Carsebreck  P&K  on  13  May;  2 
Baltasound  Shet  20  May;  2 Kinloss  M&N  22  May;  2 Burwick,  South  Ronaldsay  Ork  22  May  - 6 Jun;  2 
displaying  Memsie  NE  24  May;  1 North  Rona  OH  7 Jun  & 17-18  Jun,  presumably  same  heard  over  St.Kilda 
OH  13  Jun.  c.  22  in  spring. 

Autumn:  1 L.of  Strathbeg  2 Jul-4  Aug  with  2 there  from  4 Aug-28  Sep  & last  1 seen  on  4 Oct;  1 L.Leven  P&K 
16-21  Jul;  2 Lerwick  Shet  27  Jul;  1 Dun’s  Dish  A&D  21-27  Aug  was  later  seen  at  the  Montrose  Basin  A&D  30- 
31  Aug;  1 Balnakeil  H 29  Aug.  7 in  autumn. 

Photo  of  Strathbeg  bird;  see  Birding  Scotland  3 (4):  cover  & North-east  Scotland  Bird  Report  2000:  32-33. 

[1997]  4 Fleck  Shet  23  May  were  also  seen  at  Noss  Shet  on  24  May. 


Eurasian  Oystercatcher  (Oystercatcher)  Haematopus  ostralegus 

Winter:  1,500  Montrose  Basin  A&D,  1,209  Gullane-English  border  L/B,  506  Holy  L.  Arg,  433  Tiree 
coast  Arg  & 300  Coble  Shore  F in  Jan;  2,865  Carse  Bay  D&G,  1,670  Gillfoot  Bay  D&G,  550  Barry  Buddon 
A&D,  300  St.Cyrus  NE  & 300  Kinnaber  A&D  in  Feb. 

Spring:  First  arrivals  Shet  21  Jan;  Fair  Is  3 Feb.  Inland  arrival:  first  birds  seen  P&K  16  Jan;  A&D,  NE  & M&N 
21-24  Jan;  Clyde  & Bord  1-2  Feb;  Forth  13  Feb  but  main  return  mid-Feb. 

Best  counts:  250  Scone  P&K  on  13  Feb;  480  Craigforth  Forth  on  17  Feb;  333  Blairdrummond  Forth  22  Feb; 
332  Carsebreck  P&K  26  Feb;  356  Pitlochry  P&K  29  Feb;  300  Blair  Atholl  P&K  & 170  Nisbet  B on  5 Mar; 
200  Kilmarnock  Clyde,  142  Douglas  Estate  Clyde  & 200  Gart  Forth  8-17  Mar. 

Passage  peaks:  1,976  at  6 West  Mainland  sites  Ork  & 160  L.of  Tingwall  Shet  in  Mar. 
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Breeding:  Shet  15prs  Noss,  on  Unst  17prs  at  Uyea,  13prs  Balta  & 9prs  Huney;  Ork  79prs  North  Hill,  Papa 
Westray,  41prs  Birsay  Moors,  28prs  The  Loons,  17prs  L.of  Tankemess  & 15prs  Durkadale,  14-i-prs  L.of  Hundland 
with  birds  noted  10  other  sites;  Fair  Is  40-50prs;  OHeh  2,423prs  on  machair  transect  Bemeray  to  South  Uist, 
18prs  St.Kilda  fledged  just  1 young,  also  bred  North  Rona;  M&N  43prs  in  6 inland  areas  roof  nests  noted  Elgin 
& Aberlour;  P&K  47prs  Strathallan  (1990-99  range  44-88prs)  & 7prs  Vane  Farm  (11);  Is  of  May  26prs  bred; 
Fife  38prs  were  noted  with  9prs  Moss  Morran,  6prs  Inchcolm,  5prs  Inchkeith  & 1 roof  nest  Tulliallan;  Loth  pr 
reared  br2  Aberlady,  the  first  breeding  there;  Bord  153prs  noted  at  43  sites  with  45prs  Manor-Haystoun  area  & 
14prs  Ettrick  Marshes  with  roof  nests  Peebles  & Tweedbank;  Arg  94prs  at  54  sites  in  Mink  Study  area,  53%  of 
pairs  where  outcome  known  were  successful,  almost  all  of  the  unsuccessful  pairs  were  found  in  mink  areas, 
also  3prs  Taynish  CBC  (mean  2),  34prs  Coll  reserve,  25prs  Sanda  Is.,  7prs  Treshnish  Is.  & 6prs  Oronsay;  Clyde 
125prs  noted  at  56  sites  with  12prs  Daer  Water  & 6prs  Garvald  Quarry  with  1 roof  nest  Inchinnan;  Ayr  32prs  at 
20  sites  with  lOprs  Horse  Is;  D&G  20prs  Mersehead. 

First  young  seen  Bord  6 May;  Is  of  May  31  May,  first  fledged  Bord  7 Jun,  Shet  12  Jul. 

AutumnAVinter:  Last  inland  A&D  29  Jul;  P&K  5 Aug;  Bord  23  Sep. 

584  passed  Machrihanish  Arg  in  4 hrs  on  12  Aug. 

Best  flocks:  340  Widewall  Bay  in  Jul;,  11,360  Powfoot  D&G,  6,600  Mersehead  D&G,  1,695  Montrose,  750 
Otter  Ferry  Arg,  810  Tyninghame  L,  521  North  Tay  A&D  & 495  Barassie  Ayr  in  Aug;  37,707  in  Inner  Solway 
WeBS  count  D&G,  1,950  Ardmore  North  Bay  Clyde  & 638  Delnies  M&N  in  Sep;  1,500  Montrose  in  Oct; 
4,200  Scar  Point  D&G  in  Nov;  4,000  Blackshaw  Bank  D&G  & 900  North  Tay  in  Dec. 
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Little  Plover  (Little  Ringed  Plover)  Charadrius  dubius 

Spring:  Ipr  R.Nith  at  Kirkton  D&G  23  Apr;  1 Gartloch  Pool  Clyde  16  May;  1 ad  Kingston  M&N  11  & 24  Jun. 
Breeding:  br3  noted  Kingston  2 Aug  was  second  year  of  confirmed  breeding  there. 

Autumn:  1 Musselburgh  L 2 Jul. 


Ringed  Plover  Charadrius  hiaticula 
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Winter/Spring:  561  Tiree  coastline  Arg,  200  North  Ford,  South  Uist  OH,  120  Bay  of  Creekland,  Hoy  Ork  & 
122  Barassie  Ayr  in  Jan;  250  L.a’Phuill,  Tiree,  215  Gott  Bay,  Tiree,  180  Powfoot  D&G  & 150  Findhom  Bay 
M&N  in  Apr;  1,400  Newbie  D&G,  330  Backaskaill,  Papa  Westray  Ork,  280  Buddon  Bum  A&D,  235  North 
Bay,  South  Uist  OH,  175  Stinky  Bay,  Benbecula  OH,  130  Bogside  Ayr,  120  Meikle  Craigs  Ayr  & 100  Galilee, 
Sanday  Ork  in  May.  First  inland  Loth  13  Feb;  P&K  20  Feb;  Clyde  21  Feb;  Bord  24  Mar. 

Breeding:  Shet  noted  4 sites  with  8prs  Noss;  Fair  Is  14prs  bred;  Ork  12prs  L.of  Tankemess,  6-8prs  Auskerry, 
4prs  Birsay  and  prs  noted  11  other  areas;  OHeb  911prs  estimated  for  machair  Bemeray-South  Uist;  M&N 
c.l9prs  noted  at  11  sites  but  no  suggestion  of  fledged  young;  NE  noted  just  2 sites;  A&D  only  Ipr  Barry 
Buddon,  Ipr  on  waste  ground  Dundee  & br3  Montrose  Basin;  P&K  llprs  at  6 sites;  Fife  22prs  at  8 sites  with 
9-lOprs  Eden  Est.  fledging  8-12  young  & 5prs  Valleyfield  fledging  12  young;  Forth  noted  4 sites;  Loth  young 
noted  at  3 coastal  sites  also  seen  3 inland  sites;  Bord  9prs  noted  at  8 sites;  Arg  50prs  The  Reef,  Tiree,  27prs  Coll 
reserve,  27prs  Colonsay,  15  prs  Oronsay,  7prs  Sanda  Is,  & 5prs  Treshnish  Is.;  Clyde  Is  7prs  bred  Arran;  Clyde 
41  prs  reported  from  22  sites  with  5prs  Garvald  Quarry  & Mossend;  Ayr  prs  noted  10  sites  with  5br8  seen; 
D&G  14prs  seen  9 sites  with  6prs  Mersehead,  at  leastlpr  fledged  young. 

First  young  Clyde  21  May;  NE  26  May,  Forth  1 Jun;  Bord  25  Jun.  Late  young  noted  OHeb  10  Aug. 
AutumnAVinter:  245  L.Paible,  South  Uist  OH,  165  Barassie  and  130  Birsay  Bay  Ork  during  Aug;  411  Tiree, 
343  Howmore  shore.  South  Uist  OH,  308  Inner  Solway  D&G,  196  Ettrick  Bay,  Bute  Clyde  Is,  140  Buddon 
Bum,  120  Machrie,  Arran  Clyde  Is,  118  The  Houb,  Whalsay  Shet  & 105  Noss  Shet  in  Sep;  185  Powfoot  & 106 
Ardrossan  Ayr  in  Oct;  240  Stevenston  Ayr  & 161  Barassie  Ayr  in  Nov;  215  Sorobaidh-Balphetrish,  Tiree,  280 
Rubha  Ardvule,  South  Uist  OH,  160  Arbroath  A&D  & 120  Birsay  Bay  in  Dec. 

2 The  Meetings  Clyde  & 1 R.Tay  at  Kercock  P&K  in  Dec  were  unusually  far  inland.  150  Ledaig  Pt.  Arg  & 140 
Killinallan  Pt.,  Islay  Arg  in  Nov;  185  Balphetrish  Bay  & 101  Stevenson  Pt.  Ayr  in  Dec. 


Eurasian  Dotterel  (Dotterel)  Charadrius  morinellus 

Spring:  First  2 Bienn  Talaidh,  Mull  Arg  23  Apr;  1 The  Reef,  Tiree  Arg  27  Apr;  8 Shalloch  Ayr  29  Apr;  6 upland 
NE,  3 Dollar  Law  B,  2 Blackcraig  Hill  Ayr  1 May.  Then  Clyde  on  4 May;  D&G,  OHeb  & Ork  6-8  May;  Fair  Is 
1 3 May;  A&D  1 8 May.  The  total  seen  on  passage  were  Fair  Is  1 , Ork  7,  OHeb  23,  NE  >3,  A&D  2,  Bord  3,  Clyde 
9,  Ayr  15  and  D&G  3. 

Breeding:  NE  br2  seen  Upper  Deeside  20  Jul;  A&D  4ads+5juvs  seen  in  western  hills. 

Autumn:  Only  4 records:  1 late  bird  on  hills  NE  20  Aug;  1 Is  of  May  12-22  Sep;  1 Fair  Is  15-25  Sep;  1 Shalloch 
23  Sep. 


*American  Golden  Plover  Pluvialis  dominica 

Autumn:  juv  West  Gerinish,  South  Uist  OH  22-25  Oct;  juv  St.Kilda  OH  4 Oct;  juv  Sandness  Shet  on  15  Oct; 
juv  Liniclate,  Benbecula  OH  22-23  Nov  was  possibly  the  earlier  Hebrides  bird. 
for  Outer  Hebrides  & 12‘^  for  Shetland. 


R.D.Murray  [Ed.] 
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*Pacific  Golden  Plover  Pluvialis  fulva 

Autumn:  juv  Fair  Is  2-12  Oct  was  possibly  present  from  28  Sep;  ad  Vaul,  Tiree  Arg  12  Oct. 
First  record  for  Argyll,  2'^  record  for  Fair  Isle. 


European  Golden  Plover  (Golden  Plover)  Pluvialis  apricaria 
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Winter/Spring:  1,250  Balranald,  North  Uist  OH  & 1,000  Rattray  Head  NE  in  Jan;  1,050  Isbister/Loons  Ork  in 
Feb;  1,000  Caerlaverock  D&G  in  Mar;  4,500  Clachan-Boisdale,  North  Uist  OH  & 1,150  Sanday  Ork  in  Apr; 

1.000  South  Ford-Ardivachar  Point,  South  Uist  OH  in  May. 

First  back  on  territory  OHeb  29  Feb;  M&N  & Bord  18  Mar;  D&G  26  Mar;  A&D  22  Apr. 

Breeding:  Shet  only  noted  2 sites;  Ork  16prs  Rousay,  lOprs  Birsay  Moors  & seen  3 other  areas;  OHeb  15prs 
L.Feima,  North  Uist,  12prs  Caman  & llpairs  at  2 other  sites  South  Uist,  2prs  Barra;  M&N  15  birds  noted  at  8 
sites;  P&K  noted  7 sites  but  much  less  common  than  previously;  Forth  2-4  birds  seen  at  3 sites;  Loth  noted  at 
just  1 site;  Bord  30-40prs  seen  at  10  sites  with  5-lOprs  on  Pykestone  Hill  & 2prs  with  8mm  Dollar  Law;  Arg 
2-3  noted  2 sites;  Clyde  noted  2 sites;  Ayr  prs  seen  2 sites  with  2br6  noted;  D&G  noted  6 sites. 
AutumnAVinter:  1,100  North  Ronaldsay  Ork  in  Aug;  3,750  Clachan  in  Sep;  4,500  Wigtown  Bay  D&G,  2,200 
WhitrigB,  1,400  South  TayF,  1,300  Bellsdyke  Forth,  1,100  Taycock  A&D,  1,070  Spiggie  Shet  & 1,000  Arbroath 
A&D  in  Oct;  2,000  Costa  Ork,  1,300  Point  of  Ayre  Ork,  1,100  Kirkabister  Ork  & 1,000  Newmains  B in  Nov; 

3.000  Papa  Westray  Ork,  2,500  Fraserburgh  NE,  1,700  Widewall  Ork  & 1,700  Torduff  Point  D&G  in  Dec. 


Grey  Plover  Pluvialis  squaterola 
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Winter:  60  Culbin  Bar  M&N,  54  Mersehead  D&G,  50  Powillimount  D&G  & 45  along  Tiree  coasts  Arg  in  Jan; 
37  Gillfoot  Bay  D&G  in  Feb.  Max  elsewhere:  Ork  8,  Ayr  6,  Shet  5 & Clyde  and  1-3  birds  Clyde  Is  & Bord. 
Spring:  40  Outer  Tay  A&D  in  Apr;  190  Seafield  D&G  in  May.  Last  Arg  26  Apr;  Ayr  1 May;  A&D  19  May;  Ork 
10  Jun;  Shet  26  Jun.  As  usual  a few  summered  on  the  main  estuaries. 

AutumnAVinter:  First  Arg  25  Jul;  M&N  2 Aug;  A&D  & D&G  13-18  Aug;  Fair  Is,  Ork,  Clyde  & Shet  13-19  Sep. 
Relatively  few  birds  seen  on  passage  in  many  areas  with  only  18  A&D,  14  Forth,  9 Shet,  6 Ork,  4 Clyde  & Ayr 
and  2 Bord.  57  Traigh  Eachkamish,  South  Uist  OH  in  Aug;  300  Silverknowes  L & 91  Tyninghame  L in  Sep; 
100  Caerlaverock  D&G,  100  North  Tay  A&D,  30  Montrose  Basin  A&D,  29  Culbin  Bar  M&N  and  10  L.of 
Strathbeg  NE  in  Oct;  47  Barry  Buddon  A&D  in  Nov;  24  Rubha  nan  Ron,  North  Uist  OH  in  Dec. 


Northern  Lapwing  (Lapwing)  Vanellus  vanellus 

Winter/Spring:  Inland  & N.Isles  wintering  fairly  widespread  with  300  Ork,  178  Bord,  105  M&N,  90  Shet  & 
singles  Fair  Is  & A&D.  Max  counts  in  Jan/early  Feb  include:  1400  West  Ferry  Clyde,  1,055  Tiree  coasts  Arg  & 
800  Skinflats  Forth  in  Jan;  1,500  Kinneil  Forth  & 1,270  Newark  Bay  Ork  in  Feb.  Early  Jan  max  elsewhere 
were  500  OHeb,  220  P&K,  200  A&D. 

First  arrivals  in  inland  areas:  Clyde  9 Jan;  Bord  21  Jan;  A&D  24  Jan;  NE  late  Jan. 

Largest  counts  were:  345  Strathclyde  Park  Clyde  & 261  Biggar  Marshes  Clyde  9-10  Jan;  600  Cranshaws  B 13 
Jan;  400  Baron’s  Haugh  Clyde  17  Jan;  600  Camsemey  P&K  23  Jan  & 2,490  Strathallan  P&K  on  26  Feb. 
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Ythan  Est.  NE 

254 

322 

654 

788 

3939  6130 

3756  3441 

1451 

L.of  Strathbeg  NE 

509 

158 

18 

137 

400 

1100 

930 

1700  2200 

Eden  Est.  F 

160 

400 

54 

261 

765 

1665 

1165 

1342 

1100 

North  Forth  F 

233 

661 

121 

54 

437 

568 

1-12 

1269 

1367 

Musselburgh 

52 

23 

2 

271 

1160 

250 

400 

500 

327 

Gosford  L 

6 

- 

51 

- 

3 

13 

- 

- 

- 

Aberlady  L 

310 

340 

34 

207 

550 

1260 

1910 

310 

40 

L.Gruinart  Arg 

520 

1018 

80 

- 

36 

184 

240 

488 

480 

Clyde  Est.  Clyde 

1716 

2231 

593 

1226 

1534 

1231 

1897 

2559 

Bogside  Ayr 

- 

300 

- 

_ 

347 

800 

1000 

118 

250 

Wigtown  B.  D&G 

400 

334 

- 

- 

- 

183 

771 

862 

439 

Mersehead  D&G 

254 

353 

130 

120 

35 

260 

340 

430 

750 

Breeding:  Fair  Is  6 prs;  Ork  86prs 
Graemsay,  83prs  The  Loons,  35prs 
South  Ronaldsay  & 27prs  at  4 sites 
elsewhere:  OHeb  estimated  2,428prs 
on  machair  Bemeray  to  South  Uist 
with  50prs  Uig,  Lewis;  M&N  39prs 
at  10  sites  with  16prs  Cabrach  House; 
NE  46+prs  noted  at  just  7 sites  with 
30prs  Auchencleith;  P&K  132prs 
Strathallan  was  the  worst  year  since 
monitoring  started  in  1990  with  many 
failures,  also  30prs  Vane  Farm  & 21prs  at  3 other  sites;  Fife  only  68prs  reported,  a 12%  drop  on  ’99  with  13prs 
Eden  Est.  (26)  rearing  18  juvs,  8 attempts  at  Kilwhiss  managed  just  1 fledged  young,  6prs  Valleyfield  managed 
20  juvs;  Forth  50prs  at  4 sites  with  30prs  Braes  of  Doune;  Loth  42prs  noted  at  8 sites  with  7brl9  seen;  Bord 
365prs  seen  at  139  sites  with  45prs  Manor-Haystoun,  MBS  of  2.54  noted  from  24  broods;  Arg  297prs  The  Reef, 
Tiree,  182prs  L.Gruinart,  47prs  Tiree  (72)  & 52prs  Oronsay,  also  noted  1 1 other  sites;  Clyde  260prs  at  65  sites 
with  23prs  Torfoot,  20prs  Camps  Water,  17prs  Bridgend  Pool  & 17prs  Duneaton  Water,  failure  was  noted 
amongst  many  early  clutches;  Ayr  5 sites  with  20prs  Blairbowie,  many  losses  of  broods  in  cool  early  May 
weather;  D&G  79prs  Mersehead,  10-12prs  Lochinvar  & 15prs  at  5 other  sites.  First  incubating  Shet  2 Apr  & 
Ork  18  Apr;  first  young  seen  Bord  9 May,  Ayr  14  May;  first  fledged  Shet  31  May  & A&D  16  Jun. 
AutumnAVinter:  First  post-breeding  flocks  Clyde  25  May,  Bord  26  Jun.  1,850  Folly  L.  B,  1,530  Glencaple 
D&G,  1,160  Tullibody  Inch  Forth  & 600  North  Tay  A&D  in  Aug;  2,916  Clydesdale  Clyde,  1,750  Carsebreck 
P&K,  1,390  Montrose  Basin  A&D  and  1,100  Browhouses  D&G  in  Sep;  2,700  Whitrig  Pond  B,  2,000  Tiree 
Arg,  1,460  Newark  Bay  Ork,  1,400  Vane  Farm  P&K,  1,340  Skinflats  Forth  and  1,250  Blackford  P&K  in 
Oct;  1,920  South  Ronaldsay  Ork  & 1,170  L.of  Broadhouse  Ork  in  Nov;  3,585  Inner  Solway  D&G,  2,500 
Caerlaverock  D&G,  1,800  Torduff  Point  D&G,  1,700  Widewall  Bay  Ork,  1,600  Drums  NE  & 1,050  Whitrig 
in  Dec  with  many  other  flocks  of  >100  birds,  even  well  inland. 

Max  elsewhere  in  Dec  were  460  OHeb,  430  Shet,  140  P&K,  90  M&N  & 30  A&D. 


Red  Knot  (Knot)  Calidris  canutus 
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South  Ford  OH 

83 

80 

52 

65 

3 

0 

1 

89 

249 

223 

- 

34 

Naim/Culbin  Bars 

397 

311 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

880 

- 

700 

Ythan  Est.  NE  , 

360 

474 

233 

176 

0 

0 

25 

91 

211 

05 

163 

191 

South  Tay  F 

90 

210 

4 

0 

128 

0 

4 

15 

0 

5 

45 

236 

Eden  Est.  F 

1000 

498 

400 

690 

23 

0 

1 

80 

460 

630 

410 

630 

North  Forth  F 

1470 

2355 

468 

113 

2 

59 

10 

124 

823 

283 

581 

1227 

Gosford  L 

10 

- 

240 

- 

550 

- 

- 

40 

275 

- 

- 

- 

Aberlady  L 

710 

1070 

780 

386 

440 

40 

32 

251 

210 

310 

860 

1420 

Winter/Spring:  4,800  Carsethom  D&G,  3,000  Kinneil  Forth,  2,200  Montrose  Basin  A&D,  700  Delnies  M&N 
& 700  Levenmouth  F in  Jan;  2,000  Caerlaverock  D&G,  1,270  Largo  Bay  F,  260  Findhom  Bay  M&N  & 120 
Rhu  Clyde  in  Feb;  560  Burghead  shore  M&N,  350  Lossiemouth  M&N  & 320  Portgordon  shore  M&N  in  Apr. 
Max  elsewhere  85  Ork,  77  Arg,  54  Clyde  Is,  43  Ayr,  14  Shet,  2 Fair  Is. 

Last  Fair  Is  14  May;  Shet  27  May;  Arg  30  May. 

Summer:  flock  max  21  St.Peter’s  Pool  Ork  in  Jun;  34  Burghead,  30  Rubha  Ardvule,  South  Uist  OH  in  Jul; 
AutumnAVinter:  First  Ayr,  Shet  & Forth  5-8  Jul;  Ork  14  Jul;  Arg,  D&G,  Fife  & Fair  Is  19-28  Jul;  A&D  & Clyde 
20-28  Aug. 

270  Montrose,  250  Southemess  D&G,  200  Barry  Buddon  A&D  and  107  L.Gruinart,  Islay  Arg  in  Sep; 
1,300  Findhom  Bay  & 300  Caimbulg  NE  in  Oct;  840  Montrose,  500  Wigtown  Bay  D&G  & 116  Troon  Ayr  in 
Nov;  4,175  Carsethom,  2,600  Mersehead  D&G,  2,550  Skinflats  Forth,  2,500  Bo’ness  Forth,  750  Blackness 
Forth  & 270  Lossiemouth  in  Dec. 

Max  elsewhere  80  Ork,  40  Clyde,  35  Clyde  Is,  32  Shet  & 10  Fair  Is. 

Inland:  2 Endrick  Mouth  Clyde  27  May  with  1 there  29  Jul,  26  on  2 Aug  & 1 on  29  Aug;  1 Balgray  Res.  Clyde 
17  Jun  with  3 there  28  Aug;  1 Vane  Farm  P&K  18  Aug. 


R.D.Murray  [Ed.] 
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Sanderling  Calidris  alba 
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N.  Ronaldsay  Ork 

4 

13 

112 

98 

205 

40 

171 

58 

211 

425 

154 

60 

South  Ford  OH 

354 

630 

463 

600 

1275 

0 

100 

430 

380 

149 

- 

332 

Naim/Culbin  Bars 

132 

113 

- 

- 

- 

- 

3 

97 

- 

203 

- 

184 

South  Tay  F 

70 

25 

35 

155 

3 

8 

0 

25 

0 

8 

35 

155 

Eden  Est.  F 

19 

105 

142 

26 

37 

17 

0 

24 

46 

5 

7 

18 

North  Forth  F 

136 

134 

76 

161 

51 

47 

0 

119 

103 

122 

119 

129 

Aberlady  L 

66 

40 

81 

38 

44 

4 

42 

47 

17 

3 

48 

31 

Winter/Spring:  589  Tiree  coasts  Arg,  215  Cocklemill  Bum  F,  103  Donmouth  NE,  60  Broughty  Ferry  A&D  & 
20  Barassie  Ayr  in  Jan;  214  Balphetrish  Bay,  Tiree  in  Feb;  158  L.Paible,  North  Uist  OH  in  Mar;  410  Gott  Bay, 
Tiree  in  Apr.  Apr-May  peaks  OHeb  include  1 ,450  Stinky  Bay,  Benbecula-South  Uist  in  late  Apr,  300  Stinky  Bay 
& 150  Balranald,  North  Uist  in  May.  150  Papa  Westray  Ork,  66  Newbie  D&G  & 48  Ythan  Est.  NE  in  May. 
Max  elsewhere  Apr-Jun:  Ayr  23,  Shet  21,  Fair  Is  2. 

Last  Ayr  21  May;  NE  30  May;  A&D  3 1 May;  Arg  1 Jun;  Fife  6 Jun;  Fair  Is  7 Jun;  Ork  19  Jun;  Shet  22  Jun. 
Summer:  max  44  Balivanich,  Benbecula  OH  in  Jul.  1 Lossiemouth  M&N  1 Jul. 

AutumnAVinter:  First  Arg  9 Jul;  Shet  10  Jul;  A&D  12  Jul;  Fife  & Fair  Is  17  Jul;  NE  24  Jul. 

430  North  Bay  & 209  Howmore  shore  , South  Uist  on  Aug/Sep.  450  Tiree  & 178  L.Gminart,  Islay  Arg  in  Sep; 
Max  elsewhere  Aug-Sep:  Ayr  28,  Ork  26,  Shet  23,  Fair  Is  6.  109  Donmouth  NE  in  Oct;  150  Easthaven  A&D  in 
Nov;  300  Barry  Buddon  A&D,  220  Tiree  & 150  L.Paible  in  Dec. 

Inland:  2 Endrick  Mouth  Clyde  29  Jul. 


* Red-necked  Stint  Calidris  ruficollis 
Autumn:  juv  Pool  ofVirkie  Shet  18-21  Jul. 

First  for  Shetland,  second  for  Scotland.  First  was  found  dead  on  Fair  Isle  on  31  Aug  1994. 
See  Riddington  in  Shetland  Bird  Report  2000:  93  & Birding  Scotland  3 : 1 60- 161  for  accounts  of  this  record. 

Photos.-  Birding  World  13:  139  & Shetland  Bird  Report  2000:  frontispiece. 


Little  Stint  Calidris  minuta 
Spring:  1 Haroldswick  Shet  14-16  May;  1 Little 
Ayre  Shet  15  May;  2 Goosepools  F and  1 N.Isles 

Musselburgh  L 20  May;  1 Whalsay  Shet  30  May;  1 OHeb 

Goosepools  on  3 1 May;  2 Valleyfield  F & 1 (same?) 

Torry  Bay  F on  9 Jun;  1 L.of  Tankemess  Ork  1 1 Jun; 

2 Kingston  M&N  1 8 Jun.  S/E  Scot 

WScot 

Autumn:  A few  adults  early  on  with  1 Pool  ofVirkie 
Shet  27-29  Jul;  1 Inver  Bay  H 27  Jul;  1 L.of  Strathbeg 
NE  28  Jul;  1 Longannet  F and  1 OHeb  29  Jul  with  ^993 
1 Ayr  1 Aug.  The  juv  passage  started  Shet  & A&D 
16-17  Aug;  Ork  28  Aug;  Fife  & Fair  Is  1 Sep;  D&G  & Bord  6-9  Sep;  M&N,  NE  & NE  16-19  Sep. 

Max  counts  6 Barry  Buddon  A&D  18  Aug;  5 Aikemess  Ork  1 Sep;  6 Bu  L.  Ork,  5 Birsay  Ork  & 4 L.Ryan 
D&G  9-16  Sep;  13  L.Gminart,  Islay  Arg,  9 Longannet  F and  5 Scatness  Shet  on  22-24  Sep;  18  Loch  Gminart, 
10  Caimbulg  NE  & 4 Edenside  F 27  Sep-2  Oct  - also  1 1 South  Ford  OH  - undated;  3 Inver  Bay  H 3 Oct. 
Last  Fair  Is,  P&K  & Forth  23-25  Sep;  M&N,  Shet,  Ork  & Loth  1-4  Oct;  Fife  & OHeb  21-22  Oct;  with  latest 
single  at  Slains  NE  1 1 Nov.  Good  spring,  poor  autumn. 


* Temminck’s  Stint  Calidris  temminckii 

Spring:  1 Mersehead  D&G  6 May;  1 L.Gminart,  Islay  Arg  15-16  May. 

Breeding:  High  2mm  displayed  at  the  traditional  site;  P&K  1 displayed  30  May-end  Jun  for  the  second  year 
although  no  hint  of  a second  bird. 

Autumn:  1 juv  St.Kilda  OH  29  Aug-1  Sep;  1 Quendale  Shet  2-4  Sep  was  also  seen  Gmtness  Shet  5-9  Sep. 
First  spring  record  for  Argyll,  12'^  record  for  Outer  Hebrides. 
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0 
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0 

0 

12 

14 

2 

30 

3 

2 

1 

11 

30 
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0 

48 

0 
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0 

6 

13 
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0 

19 
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1 

2 

29 

1 

0 

32 

0 
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6 
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0 

7 

6 

5 

5 

>26 

>125 
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2 
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11 

3 

6 

57 

129 

7 

0 

213 

21 

5 

9 

20 

1344 

88 

4 

1491 
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* White-rumped  Sandpiper  Calidris  fuscicollis 

Autumn:  ad  Pool  ofVirkie  Shet  13  Jul;  ad  Braebuster  Ork  on  22-23  Jul;  ad  North  Ronaldsay  Ork  on  25-26  Jul; 
ad  L.Gruinart,  Islay  Arg  13  Aug;  ad  (possibly  2)  Balgarva,  South  Uist  OH  9-24  Sep;  ad  St.Kilda  OH  9-11  Sep; 
ad  L.Paible,  North  Uist  OH  23-25  Sep;  juv  St.Kilda  OH  5-7  Oct  & 9 Oct;  juv  Clachan-South  Ford,  South  Uist 
OH  7-8  Oct,  ad  + juv  (presumed  to  be  the  same  juv)  West  Gerinish,  South  Uist  OH  on  1 1-15  Oct;  juv  Slains  NE 
2 1 -29  Oct;  juv  Annachie  Lagoon  NE  22  Oct. 

First  record  for  Argyll,  5'’’  for  Shetland,  for  North-east  Scotland,  11 '^-12'^  for  Orkney. 


* Pectoral  Sandpiper  Calidris  melanotos 

Spring:  1 f Caerlaverock  D&G  28  Apr;  ad  L.Gruinart,  Islay  Arg  1 1&26  May. 

Autumn:  1 Wester  Sands  Ork  25  Jun  with  3 on  26  Jun  & 1-2  to  6 Jul;  1 Kingston  M&N  9 Jul;  pr  Pool  ofVirkie 
Shet  10  Jul  with  Im  there  to  21  Jul;  1 L.ofWasdale  Ork  30  Jul;  juv  L.a’Phuill,  Tiree  Arg  3 Aug;  ad  South  Ford, 
South  Uist  OH  13  Aug;  1 Dun’s  Dish  A&D  30  Aug;  2 L.of  Strathbeg  NE  10-11  Sep  with  1 to  17  Sep;  2 juvs 
L.Gruinart,  Islay  Arg  12  Sep  with  3 juvs  on  13  Sep  and  1 to  1 Oct;  1 Slains  Pool  NE  15-21  Sep;  juv  South  Ford 
& juv  Skerries  Shet  22  Sep;  2 Elliot  A&D  23  Oct. 

for  Angus  & Dundee,  6‘^  for  Moray  & Nairn;  47‘^-48‘^  records  for  Shetland. 

Photo  ofVirkie  bird  in  Birding  Scotland'.  3 (4);  cover  & North-east  Scotland  Bird  Report  2000:  32-33  for  photo  of  a North-east  Scotland 
bird. 


* Sharp-tailed  Sandpiper  Calidris  acuminuta 

Autumn:  ad  Scatness  Shet  27  Aug  was  relocated  at  Pool  of  Virkie  Shet  27  Aug  & at  Scatness  on  1 Sep. 
Second  record  for  Shetland. 

See  Harvey  & Riddington  in  Shetland  Bird  Report  2000:  93-94  for  an  account  of  this  bird. 


Curlew  Sandpiper  Calidris  ferruginea 

Spring:  First  1 Ythan  Est.  NE  4 May;  Shet  10  May;  Ork 
25  May.  Then  singles  Pool  ofVirkie  Shet  10  May; 
Balranald,  North  Uist  OH  1 7 May;  Musselburgh  L on 
20  May;  North  Ronaldsay  Ork  25  May;  Ythan  Est.  NE 
1 Jun;  Evie  Howe  Ork  3 Jun;  Oyce  of  Fribo,  Westray 
Ork  6 Jun;  L.of  Tankemess  Ork  10-11  Jun. 

Autumn:  5 Ythan  Est.  23-29  Jun;  1 Virkie  Pool  22  Jul; 
7 Ythan  Est.  23  Jul;  1 Findhom  Bay  M&N  on  25  Jul; 
5 Strathbeg  NE  late-Jul-end  Sep;  4 Erskine  shore  Clyde 
25&29  Aug;  1 1 Virkie  Shet  & 3 Ugie  Est.  NE  27  Aug; 
17  Tayport  F 28  Aug;  9 Skinflats  Forth  29  Aug;  4 Vane 
Farm  P&K  31  Aug;  4 Longannet  F 1 Sep;  6 Findhom  Bay  & 3 L.Gminart,  Islay  Arg  10  Sep;  12  L.Gminart  & 
4 Scatness  Shet  23  Sep;  8 Tayock  A&D  26  Sep.  A poor  autumn. 

Last  Ayr  6 Sep;  D&G  10  Sep;  M&N  & Forth  17  Sep;  A&D,  Clyde,  Arg  & NE  26-28  Sep;  Shet  & Loth  1-9  Oct; 
with  latest  singles  Eden  Est.  F 16  Oct  & Vallay  Strand,  North  Uist  OH  25  Oct. 
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Total 

N.lsles* 

2 

3 

1 

37 

27 

4 

74 

OHeb** 

1 

9 

35 

6 

51 

NE  Scot* 

1 

6 

8 

17 

20 

- 

52 

E/C  Scot* 

- 

- 

- 

39 

35 

1 

75 

S/E  Scot 

1 

- 

2 

40 

23 

8 

74 

WScot 

- 

- 

- 

15 

33 

- 

48 

SW  Scot 

- 

- 

- 

3 

5 

- 

8 

2000 

5 

9 

10 

160 

178 

11 

382 

1999 

11 

10 

4 

546 

516 

14 

1409 

1998 

13 

5 

16 

44 

779 

29 

886 

* approximate  numbers 


Purple  Sandpiper  Calidris  maritima 

Winter/Spring: 

236  Tiree  Arg,  200  Aird  an 
Runair,  North  Uist  OH, 
129  Portgordon  area  M&N, 
110  KnabShet,  110  Birsay 
Bay  Ork,  100  Ugie  Est. 
NE,  97  from  Gullane  to 
the  English  border  L/B  and 
57  Seafield  F during  Jan; 
131  Housebay,  Stronsay 

Ork  & 112  Rubha  Ardvule,  South  Uist  OH  in  Feb;  150  Little  Pentland  Skerries  Ork,  100  Muckle  Holm, 
Skerries  Shet  and  88  Newton  Ayr  in  Mar;  1 30  Ayr  Ayr  & 60  Lossiemouth  M&N  in  Apr;  230  Ardivachar  Point, 
South  Uist  OH,  150  Aird  an  Runair  & 90  Fair  Is  in  May.  Last  M&N  17  Apr;  Arg,  Ayr  & Fife  4- 13  May;  OHeb, 
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The  Houb  Shet 

12 

21 

76 

120 

189 

- 

- 

1 

2 

1 

- 

43 

Boddam  Voe  Shet 

- 

19 

33 

30 

- 

» 

- 

- 

- 

15 

21 

25 

N.  Ronaldsay  Ork 

115 

140 

286 

237 

242 

- 

2 

19 

23 

51 

114 

26 

Papa  Westray  Ork 

105 

100 

140 

200 

39 

32 

- 

- 

- 

- 

200 

110 

Newark  Ork 

200 

200 

- 

365 

95 

1 

- 

- 

- 

2 

215 

156 

South  Ford  OH 

200 

129 

164 

230 

112 

0 

0 

0 

0 

35 

- 

124 

Girdleness  NE 

67 

66 

118 

125 

127 

- 

- 

- 

12 

6 

84 

109 

Peterhead  NE 

65 

10 

4 

80 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

4 

23 

36 

North  Forth  F 

57 

51 

27 

46 

5 

0 

0 

0 

0 

5 

38 

24 

North  Berwick  L 

- 
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- 

52 

- 

- 

. 

16 

14 

- 

62 

- 
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Is  of  May  & Fair  Is  17-22  May;  Shet  29  May. 

Breeding:  High  single  bird  seen  during  the  breeding  season  at  the  usual  site. 

AutumnAVinter:  First  Is  of  May  1 Jul;  Fair  Is  13  Jul;  A&D  25  Jul;  NE  3 1 Jul;  Shet  2 Aug;  OHeb  28  Aug.  Sep  in 
Fife,  Bord  & Arg.  Best  counts  were;  49  Is  of  May  in  Sep;  64  Portgordon  in  Oct;  120  Boddam  NE,  86  Banff  NE, 
58  Burghead  shore  M&N,  45  Mains  of  Usan  A&D,  45  Fair  Is  & 35  Southemess  D&G,  in  Nov;  124  North  Bay, 
South  Uist  OH,  80  Birsay  Bay,  64  Ayr  & 55  Tumberry  Ayr  in  Dec. 

Inland:  1 Glen  Fender,  Blair  Atholl  P&K  8 Oct  is  unusual  in  being  both  inland  and  very  late  for  inland  records. 


Dunlin  Calidris  alpina 

Winter/Spring:  Away  from  the  main  resorts:  6,000  Kinneil  Forth,  3,650  Skinflats  Forth,  609  Tiree  coasts  Arg  & 
600  Ardencaple  Clyde  in  Jan;  4,000  Powfoot  D&G  & 1,400  Montrose  Basin  A&D  in  Feb;  2,650  OHeb  WeBS 
in  May.  Max  elsewhere:  Loth  550,  Ayr  500,  Ork  250,  Shet  90,  Bord  12  & Fair  Is  1 1 . 

Breeding:  Shet  8prs  Noss  & 3prs  Uyea,  Unst;  Ork  13prs  Birsay  Moors,  4prs  Fara,  Birsay;  OHeb  stable 
numbers  Lewis  & Harris  but  serious  decline  South  Uist  due  to  Hedgehog  predation,  estimated  l,342prs  on 
machair  Bemeray  to  South  Uist;  M&N  seen  Lochindorb  & Cairn  Lochan;  NE  2 possible  nests  Brown  Cow 
Hill;  A&D  1 seen  Glen  Isla;  P&K  noted  at  5 sites;  Bord  noted  4 sites  with  juvs  seen  West  Water  Res.;  Arg  min 
22prs  Tiree  & single  prs  Oronsay  & Coll  reserve;  Clyde  noted  Douglas  Estate  (bred),  Daer  Res.  & Bennan  L.. 


First  eggs  seen  Ork  25  Jun, 
first  young  seen  Shet  8 Jul 
& Bord  15  Jul. 
AutumnAVinter: 

Away  from  the  main  resorts: 
2,150  Powfoot  & 1,000 
Invergowrie  A&D  in  Oct; 
10,  015  Forth  Est.  Forth 
(including  6,900  Skinflats) 
& 10,000  Caerlaverock 
D&G  in  Dec. 


J 

F 

South  Ford  OH 

1406 

2000 

Naim-Culbin  Bars 

2870 

1100 

Findhom  B.  M&N 

2500 

600 

Ythan  Est.  NE 

433 

300 

South  Tay  F 

230 

921 

Eden  Est.  F 

600 

1460 

North  Forth  F 

212 

366 

Aberlady  L 

550 

410 

L.Gruinart  Arg 

- 

649 

Clyde  Est.  Clyde 

698 

900 

Wigtown  B.  D&G 

440 

644 

M 

A 

M 

J 

J 

400 

300 

1400 

- 

- 

400 

_ 

110 

72 

207 

0 

10 

95 

60 

552 

1 

48 

300 

375 

510 

10 

11 

22 

11 

19 

2 

3 

550 

410 

570 

31 

101 

99 

350 

900 

3 

1 

25 

2 

41 

0 

20 

0 

- 

- 

- 

- 

A 

S 

O 

N 

D 

900 

745 

600 

- 

1765 

- 

- 

247 

- 

2900 

224 

370 

- 

- 

490 

101 

92 

434 

81 

437 

133 

130 

1075 

1070 

840 

400 

800 

820 

670 

900 

112 

185 

83 

540 

580 

460 

280 

119 

280 

590 

420 

1185 

- 

677 

650 

20 

100 

48 

920 

477 

. 

163 

150 

500 

121 

Max  elsewhere:  Ayr  420,  Ork  360,  Shet  250,  Fair  Is  95,  Bord  12  & Is  of  May  9. 


* Broad-billed  Sandpiper  Zimlco/a  falcipennis 

Spring:  ad  Ythan  Estuary  NE  3-6  May;  1 Endrick  Mouth  Clyde  16-17  May. 
First  record  for  Clyde  & &*'  record  for  North-east  Scotland. 


* Buff-breasted  Sandpiper  Tryngites  subruficollis 
Spring:  1 Funzie,  Fetlar  Shet  30  May. 

Autumn:  juv  Ardivachar.  South  Uist  OH  10  Sep;  juvTraighEachkamish,  North  Uist  OH  18  Sep;  1 St.KildaOH 
22  Sep;  juv  Veensgarth  Shet  on  24  Sep;  1 West  Gerinish,  South  Uist  OH  12-15  Oct  with  2 juvs  there  on  18  Oct; 
juv  Sandness  Shet  15  Oct. 

9th_io‘f‘  records  for  Shetland  & for  Outer  Hebrides. 

Photo  of  Shetland  bird  in  Shetland  Bird  Report  2000:  frontispiece. 


Ruff  Philomachus  pugnax 


Winter/Spring:  Winter  flock  max  8 L.of 
Strathbeg  NE  in  Jan;  1 8 Deemess/Toab 
Ork  in  Feb;  4 Eden  Est.  F in  Jan  and 
2 Musselburgh  L Jan-Mar.  Otherwise 
just  singles  The  Loons  Ork  8 Feb. 
First  Shet  15  Apr;  P&K  16  Apr;  Ork 
20  Apr.  2 Killin  P&K  & 1 L.of  Hillwell 
Shet  15-16  Apr;  singles  Point  of  Ayre 
Ork , Threave  D&G  & Blairbowie  Ayr 
20-23  Apr;  2 Carsebreck  P&K  and 
singles  Blairbowie,  Ruddon’s  Point  F 
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Bemersyde  B 27-29  Apr;  2 Mersehead  D«&G  6 May;  1 Mill  Dam,  Shapinsay  Ork  & 1 Ruddon’s  Point  14  May. 
Breeding:  D4&G  2 Mersehead  lingered  6-18  May  but  did  not  hint  at  breeding. 

Autumn/Winter:  First  Findhom  Bay  M&N  22  Jun;  Ork  30  Jun;  A&D,  Fair  Is  & Shet  9-13  Jul;  Forth,  P&K,  Fife, 
NE  & OHeb  25-26  Jul;  Ayr  & Bord  11-13  Aug. 

Max  eounts;  15  North  Roe  Shet,  15  Mill  Dam  of  Rango  Ork,  13  Fair  Is,  6 Lossie  Est.  M&N  & 5 Kingston 
M&N  11-13  Aug;  22  North  Ronaldsay  Ork,  20  Scatness  Shet  & 14  Montgrew  M&N  17-18  Aug;  13  Twechar 
Marsh  Clyde  & 1 0 Denfind  P.  A&D  20  Aug;  35  Dun’s  Dish  A&D,  22  Montrose  Basin  A&D  & 1 1 Caerlaveroek 
D&G  23-25  Aug;  85  Slains  NE,  26  Fetlar  Shet  27-29  Aug;  8 Mersehead  and  6 Gamock  Floods  Ayr  2-4  Sep; 
9 Gaddon  L.  F 10  Sep;  14  Bay  of  Suekquoy  Ork  15  Sep;  28  Whitrig  B,  24  North  Ronaldsay,  20  Exnaboe  Shet 
and  8 Skinflats  Forth  16-18  Sep;  77  Balgove  Bay  F,  13  Caerlaveroek,  12  Ringasta  Shet  & 7 L.Connell  D&G 
22-24  Sep.  Max  undated  counts  elsewhere  include  14  at  Balgarva,  South  Uist  OH,;  14  Ythan  Est.  NE  in  Aug; 
46  L.of  Strathbeg  in  Sep.  Last  M&N  13  Sep;  Bord  & Ayr  1-6  Oct;  OHeb  12  Oct;  Shet  15  Oct. 

Winter:  Max  18  Deemess  in  Oct  fell  to  9 by  Dec;  4 L.of  Strathbeg  in  Nov  with  7 there  in  Dec;  1 Strathclyde 
Park  Clyde  19  Nov;  6 Eden  Est.  F in  Nov  with  just  1 there  in  Dec  while  4 Musselburgh  in  Nov  fell  to  3 in  Dec. 
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Jack  Snipe  Lymnocryptes  minimus 

Winter/Spring:  c.  140  were  noted  during  Jan- 
Apr,  typically  1-2  birds:  47  Clyde,  16  A&D, 
15  Fife,  11  Ork,  9 M&N,  7 Forth  and  Ayr, 
6 OHeb,  and  3 D&G  & Shet,  2 Bord  & Loth 
with  singles  NE  & Clyde  Is. 

Records  of  3 or  more  birds:  14  South  Cathkin 
Clyde,  6 Cullaloe  P.  F,  4 Hogganfield  Park 
Clyde,  4 Littleton  Res.  Clyde,  4 Gartshore 
Moss  Clyde,  3 Seamill  Ayr  & 3 Cocklemill 
Marsh  F in  Jan;  5 Kingsteps  M&N,  5 Kinneil  Forth  & 3 Naim  Bar  M&N  in  Feb;  3 Wood  of  Cree  D&G  in  Mar; 
3 Goosepools  F in  Apr.  Last  OHeb,  Shet  & Ork  11-27  Mar;  Fair  Is,  M&N  & Ayr  5-10  Apr;  D&G  & Clyde  14 
Apr;  Fife  19  Apr. 

Autumn/Winter:  First  Shet  9 Sep;  Fair  Is  & NE  13-14  Sep;  Loth  18  Sep;  OHeb,  Clyde  & Fife  22-26  Sep;  P&K, 
Ayr  & Bord  21-30  Oct;  A&D  5 Nov.  5 off  sea  Bams  Ness  L 18  Sep;  20  Foula  Shet,  10  North  Ronaldsay  Ork, 
6 Skerries  Shet,  4 Scatness  Shet,  4 Whalsay  Shet  26-29  Sep;  1 1 North  Ronaldsay  1 Oct;  15  Fair  Is  on  3 Oct; 
6 Wood  of  Cree  & 4 Kingston  M&N  14-15  Oct;  3 Balgray  Res.  Clyde  23  Oct;  5 Culbin  Bars  & 3 Midross 
Clyde  29  Oct;  8 Kinneil  4 Nov;  9 Valleyfield  F,  4 Hogganfield  Marsh  Clyde,  3 Littleton  Res.,  3 Flanders  Moss 
Forth  & 3 Cocklemill  from  9-12  Nov;  5 Craigmarloch  Marsh  Clyde,  3 Scart  Moss  Clyde  and  3 Stevenson  Ayr 
19-26  Nov;  6 Balmedie  NE  in  Nov;  5 Cocklemill  10  Dec;  4 Lecropt  Forth,  3 Forfar  L.  A&D  16-17  Dec. 
Heavy  snow  concentrated  birds  during  Dec  with  20  Quendale  Shet,  4 North  Roe  Shet,  4 singles  NE  coast  and 
3 Sandwick  Shet  30-3 1 Dec. 

c.  1 07  birds  Nov-Dee  with  22  Clyde,  2 1 Fife,  1 6 Ork  & Forth,  1 0 NE,  6 A&D,  5 Ayr,  3 P&K  & Bord,  2 Loth  and 
D&G  with  a single  M&N. 


Common  Snipe  (Snipe)  Gallinago  gallinago 

Winter/Spring:  319  Tiree  Arg  shores,  72  L.Bee,  South  Uist  OH,  48  L.Gminart,  Islay  Arg,  32  Greenhead  Pond 
Clyde,  30  L.of  Isbister  Ork  & 23  Heritage  Park  Clyde  in  Jan;  32  Greenhead  P.  Clyde,  31  Naim/Culbin  Bars 
M&N  & 24  Invemgie  NE  in  Feb;  70  Wood  of  Cree  D&G  & 50  Brow  Shet  in  Mar;  36  Fair  Is,  34  Dun  Ibrig, 
Tiree  Arg  (in  1km  square),  10  L.of  Kinnordy  A&D  & 10  Folly  L.  B in  Apr. 

Breeding:  Shet  20prs  Uyea,  Unst,  bred  at  2 other  sites;  Ork  47prs  Birsay  Moors,  39prs  The  Loons,  15prs  Mill 
Dam,  Shapinsay  with  18+  prs  at  9 other  sites;  OHeb  398prs  in  machair  Bemeray  to  South  Uist;  M&N  15  mm 
at  6 sites  with  8mm  Tomintoul;  NE  1 1mm  noted  at  4 sites  with  6mm  Auchencleith  Moss;  A&D  breeding  only 
noted  at  Kinnordy;  P&K  13prs  Vane  Farm,  also  seen  14  other  sites;  Fife  lOprs  surveyed  Lomond  Hills  with 
1 2mm  at  6 other  sites;  Forth  noted  5 sites  with  6 Severie;  Loth  c.7mm  seen  at  4 sites;  Bord  61mm  at  40  sites 
with  6mm  Gordon  Moss;  Arg  42mm  L.Gminart,  Islay,  32mm  Colonsay,  3 1mm  NW  Tiree,  25prs  Oronsay, 
8 Treshnish  Is.,  noted  10  other  sites;  Clyde  21  prs  at  11  sites  with  9mm  Lochwinnoch;  Ayr  7mm  at  5 sites;  D&G 
1 6prs  Mersehead  with  3mm  at  2 other  sites. 

First  drumming  Ork  26  Jan,  OHeb  13  Mar;  D&G  26  Mar;  M&N  8 Apr;  first  egg  Shet  9 May,  OHeb  20  May. 
Late  eggs  Shet  21  Aug  & late  young  Shet  2 Sep. 


R.D.Murray  [Ed.] 
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AutumiyWinter:  49  L.o’th’Lowes  Ayr  & 44  Montgrew  M&N  in  Aug;  155  North  Ronaldsay  Ork,  112  L.Bee 
100  Fair  Is,  92  Kingskettle  F,  54  Carsebreck  P&K  & 50  L.Gruinart  in  Sep;  182  North  Ronaldsay,  100  Wood  of 
Cree,  75  Lein/Kingston  M&N,  65  Inchinnan  Clyde,  60  Cogbrae  P&K  & 29  Coustry  Forth  in  Oct;  500  Hillwell 
Shet,  156  Vane  Farm,  100  Birsay  Bay  Ork,  96  Mersehead  D&G,  80  L. of  Banks  Ork,  80  Herston,  South 
Ronaldsay  Ork,  64  Craigmarloch  Marsh  Clyde,  60  Inverugie,  38  Montrose  Basin  A&D,  35  Valley  field  F and 
34Kinneil  Forth  in  Nov;  81  Clickimin  Shet,  72  Ugie  Est.  NE,  45  Port  Wemyss,  Islay  Arg,  40  Stevenston  Ayr, 
30  Smerby  Arg  & 30  Fair  Is  in  Dec. 


* Great  Snipe  Gallinago  media 

Autumn:  1 Fair  Is  22  & 24  Sep;  1 Isbister,  Whalsay  Shet.  Photo  of  Fair  Isle  bird  in  Birding  World  13:  399. 


* Long-billed  Limnodromus  scolopaceus 

Autumn:  1 Ythan  Est.  NE  4-16  Aug.  The  fourth  record  for  North-east  Scotland. 


Eurasian  Woodcock  (Woodcock)  Scolopax  rusticola 

Winter:  Jan-Feb  birds:  22  Clyde,  1 1 Fife,  8 Bord,  7 A&D,  6 Ork,  5 M&N,  4 D&G,  3 P&K,  Arg  & OHeb,  2 Loth 
& none  Shet,  NE  & Fair  Is,  all  were  counts  of  1-2  birds  except  4 bird  Myres  Hill  Clyde,  Rackwick,  Hoy  Ork 

6 Glen  Prosen  A&D  with  3 birds  Kinuachdracihd  Arg,  Darleith  Clyde,  Torranyard  Ayr  and  Cullaloe  F in  Jan; 
3 Queenamidda  Ork  in  Feb;  4 Morton  L.  F in  Mar. 

Spring:  Few  passage  birds  noted  isles  Apr-May  with  just  12  Fair  Is,  5 Ork,  4 Shet,  1 OHeb  & none  Is  of  May. 
Breeding:  M&N  seen  8 sites  with  proved  breeding  Damaway  Forest  and  Drynachan;  NE  8 sites;  A&D  noted 

7 sites  with  4mm  Montreathmont  Forest  & proved  breeding  Glen  Lethnot  & Millden  Lodge  (eggs)  & Glen  Esk 
& Montreathmont  (chicks);  P&K  7 sites;  Fife  13  seen  at  8 sites;  Forth  4 at  3 sites;  Loth  7 noted  at  5 sites; 
Bord  29  birds  at  17  sites  with  5mm  Duns  Castle;  Arg  12  at  6 sites  with  5 Colonsay  (7);  Clyde  Is  seen  12  sites; 
Clyde  noted  4 sites;  Ayr  3 singles  reported.  First  roding  Bord  31  Mar;  first  eggs  A&D  18  May;  young  seen 
Arran,  Clyde  Is  16  Apr;  M&N  21  May,  A&D  3 Jun. 

AutumnAVinter:  Very  lightweight  passage  with  first  birds  Shet  17  Sep;  Fair  Is  25  Sep;  NE  2 Oct;  Ork  5 Oct;  Is 
of  May  11  Oct.  Peak  counts  - 10  on  2 dates  Fair  Is  in  Oct  & 3 Crail  Airfield  F 21  Oct. 

Nov-Dec  records:  22  Bord,  19  NE,  14  Fife,  12  P&K,  11  Ork,  9 Shet  & D&G,  8 OHeb,  Loth  & Clyde,  7 Arg, 
5 A&D,  3 Forth  & OHeb  & 2 Ayr  with  best  counts  of  3 Oronsay  Arg  in  Nov;  4 Forter  A&D  & 3 Binscarth  Ork 
in  Dec.  Good  number  reported  during  snowy  spell  27-31  Dec  when  16  NE,  13  Bord,  5 A&D,  4 Fife,  3 Shet  & 
M&N,  2 Clyde  & D&G  and  singles  Loth  & Clyde  Is. 


Black-tailed  Go&w\iLimosa  limosa 
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Winter:  Away  from  the 
main  resorts:  singles 
St.Cyrus  NE  & Newshot 
Is.  Clyde  in  Jan;  Coot  L., 

Benbecula  OH  & South 
Ford,  South  Uist  OH  Jan/ 

Feb. 

Spring:  First  birds  OHeb  & Arg  23  Mar;  A&D  & Ork  27-29  Mar;  Ayr  1 1 Apr;  Clyde  9 Apr;  M&N,  Shet  & Bord 
22-27  Apr;  FairIs3May.  180  Eden  Est.  F 17  Mar;  14  L.ofStrathbegNE&13  Ythan  Est.  (undated  during  Apr); 
78  Caerlaverock  D&G,  30  Kinnordy  A&D,  14  L.Gruinart,  Islay  Arg  and  10  North  Ronaldsay  Ork  20-22  Apr; 
59  Musselburgh  L,  46  L.an  Eilein  Arg  & 30N  Baron’s  Haugh  Clyde  25-26  Apr;  100  Tiree  Arg,  26  Bemersyde 
B & 20  Valleyfield  F 27  Apr;  7 Gardie,  Bressay  Shet  3 May;  9 Dun’s  Dish  A&D  7 May;  19  L.Connell  D&G  on 
14  May  & 16  Balgarva,  South  Uist  OH  (undated  May). 

Breeding:  Shet  4prs  with  2prs  hatching  young  although  none  fledged;  Ork  5prs  possibly  bred  at  3 sites  on  West 
Mainland  with  2 juvs  noted  at  one  site  on  19  Jun.  Numbers  appear  to  be  increasing. 

Autumn:  First  OHeb  15  Jun;  Arg  & Clyde  21-25  Jun;  Fife  & Ork  7-11  Jul;  Ayr  31  Jul;  D&G  1 Aug;  Bord  & 
M&N  19-23  Aug.  70W  St. Andrews  F 18  Jul;  39  L.Bee,  South  Uist  OH  (undated  in  Jul);  14  Strathbeg  (undated 
in  Aug);  22  L.a’Phuill,  Tiree  Arg  & 13  L.Connell  1 1-12  Aug;  21  Dun’s  Dish  16  Aug;  39  Montrose  on  17  Aug; 
1 8 North  Ronaldsay  and  1 1 Browhouses  D&G  22-24  Aug;  28  Mill  Dam,  Shapinsay  Ork,  5 Lochlea  Ayr  and 
4 Findhom  Bay  M&N  26-27  Aug;  36  Milton  Island  Clyde  on  2 Sep  with  37  on  15  Sep;  8 Virkie  Shet  4 Sep; 
14  Skyrebum  D&G  and  13  L.Gruinart  8-10  Sep;  20+  Bu.  L.  Ork  13  Sep;  14  Ythan  Est.  (undated  during  Oct); 
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78  Caerlaverock  10  Oct;  180  Eden  Est  29  Oct. 

Last  M&N  17  Sep;  Shet  & Ayr  6 Oct;  OHeb  22  Oct;  Clyde  12  Nov. 

Winter:  Wintering  flocks:  15  St.Peter’s  Pool  Ork  5 Nov  with  7 there  on  3 Dec;  42  Torduff  D&G  10  Nov  with 
53  there  3 Dec;  6 Bay  of  Suckquoy  Ork  23  Nov.  Singles  Coot  L.  in  Nov  & at  Culbin  Bar  M&N,  Heylipol  Arg 
& L.Gruinart  to  Dec. 


Bar-tailed  Go&miLimosa  lapponica 


J 

F 

M 

A 

M 

J 

J 

A 

S 

O 

N 

D 

Winter/Sprins: 

Poo!  of  Yirkie  Shet 

9 

8 

7 

3 

3 

- 

3 

8 

32 

16 

16 

12 

Away  from  the  main  resorts: 

Widewall  Ork 

80 

60 

36 

36 

- 

- 

5 

8 

24 

5 

50 

18 

450  Traigh  Eachkamish, 

Naim  Bars  M&N 

202 

123 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

27 

- 

170 

North  Uist  OH,  398  Newbie 

South  Ford  OH 

1080 

1052 

742 

264 

100 

0 

26 

238 

400 

420 

• 

435 

Ythan  Est.  NE 

57 

58 

80 

24 

19 

17 

15 

8 

21 

57 

37 

58 

D&G,  240  Kinneil  Forth, 

South  Tay  F 

1250 

550 

0 

65 

1 

0 

270 

110 

440 

65 

485 

1030 

225  Findhom  Bay  M&N, 

Eden  Est.  F 

466 

498 

338 

46 

1 

1 

1 

23 

192 

388 

229 

339 

185  Tankemess  Bay  Ork, 

North  Forth  F 

264 

167 

8 

40 

5 

4 

23 

263 

470 

139 

339 

202 

123  Montrose  Basin  A&D 

Dalmeny  L 

310 

350 

85 

90 

- 

- 

- 

18 

8 

- 

_ 

Musselburgh  L 

245 

228 

220 

4 

4 

108 

435 

833 

521 

- 

427 

800 

& 69  Tiree  shore  Arg  in  Jan; 

Gosford  L 

22 

31 

10 

7 

- 

- 

* 

35 

121 

- 

- 

- 

400  Powfoot  D&G  in  Feb; 

Aberlady  L 

359 

677 

168 

144 

123 

23 

258 

132 

60 

147 

110 

220 

500  Outer  Tay  A&D  in  May; 

L.GminartArg 

80 

214 

211 

0 

35 

- 35 

0 

0 

67 

1 

89 

0 

170  Sandav  Ork  in  Jun. 

Max  elsewhere:  Ayr  30,  Clyde  14. 

AutumnAVinter:  160  Barry  Buddon  A&D,  140  Newbie  & 75  Vallay  Strand,  North  Uist  OH  in  Jul;  800  Sanday 
in  Aug;  240  Gillfoot  Bay  D&G  in  Sep;  600  Outer  Tay  & 134  Askemish,  South  Uist  OH  in  Oct;  128  Montrose  in 
Nov;  200  Traigh  Eachkamish  & 140  Kinneil  in  Dec. 

Max  elsewhere:  Clyde  Is  35,  Bord  17,  Ayr  10  & Clyde  6. 

Decreasing  numbers  A&D  & M&N  where  numbers  are  a fraction  of  what  occurred  in  the  early  ‘90s. 


Whimbrel  Numenius  phaeopus 

Winter:  1 Dunglass  B 1999  to  30  Apr;  1 Stevenston  Ayr  10  Jan-2  Apr;  1 Burray  Ork  19  Feb  & 9 Mar. 

Spring:  First  Eddleston  B 27  Mar;  1 Eammouth  P&K  28  Mar;  1 Vane  Farm  P&K  2 Apr.  Then  a gap  until  Loth 
1 5 Apr;  M&N  & NE  1 6 Apr;  D&G,  Fair  Is,  Clyde  Is,  Ork,  Ayr  & Arg  1 8-22  Apr;  Forth,  OHeb  & Shet  23-29  Apr. 
The  best  flocks  included  232  at  5 sites  South  Uist  OH,  43  Nerabus,  Islay  Arg,  29  Usan  A&D,  27  Heylipol,  Tiree 
Arg  & 15E  Dumbarton  Clyde  27-29  Apr;  26  L.Gruinart,  Islay  Arg  & 18  Ythan  Est  NE  30  Apr  with  72  at  the 
latter  in  early  May;  100  Craigfad,  Islay  Arg,  53  Martnaham  L.  Ayr,  27  L.Connell  D&G  & 26  Fair  Is  1 May, 
20  Kinnaber  A&D  & 12  Point  of  Ayre  Ork  1-4  May;  60  Tayinloan  Arg,  36  Ruaig,  Tiree  & 18  Southemess 
D&G  7-11  May;  10  Skaw,  Unst  Shet  21  May;  20  Balnakeil  H 23  May. 

Note  the  definite  western  bias  to  the  northwards  passage. 

Breeding:  Shet  Ipr  Balta  where  unusual,  only  a few  pairs  Whalsay  where  declining;  Ork  6prs  West  Mainland; 
OHeb  2prs  North  Uist;  High  2 singles  in  suitable  habitat  at  sites  where  Whimbrel  have  bred  in  the  past. 
Sunraier  birds  noted  8 sites  OHeb  & 5 sites  Arg  but  most  were  on  the  move. 

Autumn:  First  Musselburgh  L 1 Jul;  Fife  2 Jul;  Fair  Is  5 Jul;  M&N,  D&G,  Arg,  Ork  & Shet  10-13  Jul;  Forth,  Is 
of  May,  Clyde,  Clyde  Is  & NE  16-23  Jul.  8 Skinflats  Forth  19  Jul;  10  Quendale  Shet,  8 St.  Andrews  F & 8 Linga 
Holm,  Stronsay  Ork  24-30  Jul;  29S  Fife  Ness  F & 7 Fair  Is  3 Aug;  25S  Frenchman’s  Rocks,  Islay  Arg  & 18S 
Machrihanish  Arg  6-7  Aug;  30  Chanonry  Point  H 21  Aug;  30S  Griminish  Point,  North  Uist  OH,  26W  Aberlady 
L,  20  Whiteness  Point  H,  1 8 Eden  Est.  F,  16  L.Connell,  1 1 Is  of  May  & 10  Noss  Shet  23-27  Aug;  16S  Ythan  Est 
31  Aug;  20  Musselburgh  & 18  Quien  L.  Bute  Clyde  Is  9 Sep.  Last  Fair  Is,  Clyde,  Bord  & Ork  11-16  Sep;  Fife 
& Shet  29  Sep;  NE  & OHeb  3-5  Oct;  A&D,  Arg  & Forth  8-10  Oct. 

Winter:  1 overwintered  again  at  Stevenston  Point  14  Oct-2001  while  1 Caimdhu  Point  Clyde  18  Nov  was  late; 
1 Dunglass  from  3 Dec  into  2001. 


Eurasian  Curlew  (Curlew)  Numenius  arquata 

Winter/Spring:  Away  from  main  resorts  the  largest  flocks  were  2,170  Ouse,  Shapinsay  Ork,  1,050  Forth  Est. 
Forth,  845  Tiree  coasts  Arg,  800  Montrose  Basin  A&D,  500  Scapa  Ork  & 240  Troon  Ayr  in  Jan;  830  L.of 
Broadhouse  Ork,  758  Torduff  D&G,  450  St.Ola  Ork,  170  Spiggie  Shet  in  Feb. 

Inland  wintering,  mostly  1-2  birds,  noted  Scone  P&K,  Kercock  P&K  & Millichen  Flood  Clyde  but  small 
numbers  widespread  in  Fife  during  Jan/Feb.  Max  count  was  7 Black  Cart  Water  Clyde  16  Jan. 
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J 

F 

M 

A 

M 

J 

J 

A 

S 

O 

N 

D 

Baltasound  Shet 

109 

125 

23 

27 

9 

20 

95 

160 

204 

99 

42 

50 

Widewall  Ork 

430 

700 

800 

140 

30 

- 

100 

1000 

500 

250 

600 

300 

Naim/Culbin  Bars 

250 

414 

- 

- 

- 

46 

- 

80 

- 

326 

- 

354 

Ythan  Est.  NE 

1777 

804 

838 

316 

85 

151 

1390 

1052 

1169 

1087 

1043 

1468 

L.of  Strathbeg  NE 

351 

306 

417 

63 

23 

15 

374 

493 

300 

165 

191 

320 

Blackness  L 

450 

296 

54 

- 

4 

13 

80 

550 

155 

223 

8 

- 

Dalmeny  L 

30 

90 

8 

19 

16 

51 

390 

750 

900 

- 

- 

- 

Aberlady  L 

384 

328 

284 

321 

57 

295 

512 

469 

309 

382 

289 

288 

South  lay  F 

115 

64 

76 

59 

14 

1 

210 

82 

233 

600 

85 

250 

Eden  Estuary  F 

690 

490 

127 

69 

206 

250 

1283 

1360 

835 

264 

471 

342 

North  Forth  F 

466 

710 

519 

189 

43 

80 

255 

1098 

1148 

451 

419 

753 

Islay  lochs  Arg 

401 

540 

315 

190 

34 

57 

453 

748 

738 

447 

698 

457 

Clyde  Est.  Clyde 

852 

909 

1209 

1171 

200 

234 

1065 

1202 

1477 

1343 

787 

996 

Wigtown  Bay  D&G 

1174 

1417 

884 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

653 

1314 

1279 

1300 

Inland  arrival:  100  Scone  13  Feb;  36  Endrick  Mouth  Clyde  1 Mar;  210  Carsebreck  P&K  7 Mar;  120  Glen 
Artney  P&K  & 108  Barr  L.  Clyde  11-12  Mar;  120  Kinkell  Bridge  P&K  15  Mar;  121  West  Linton  B 27  Mar. 
Return  to  territory  from  Forth  & Bord  1 Mar;  A&D  5 Mar;  NE  22  Mar. 

Breeding:  Shet  3prs  Uyea;  Fair  Is  record  8prs  bred;  Ork  192prs  Birsay  Moors,  80prs  The  Loons,  20prs 
Greeny /Durkadale,  17prs  Graemsay  with  21prs  at  4 other  sites;  OHeb  estimate  of  250prs  on  Lewis/Harris 
peatland;  M&N  25prs  noted  at  5 sites  with  7prs  Moidach  More;  NE  only  noted  from  3 sites;  A&D  noted  from 
5 areas;  P&K  poor  season  Langside  & Strathallan,  8prs  Vane  Farm;  Fife  lOprs  Lomond  Hills  (12),  decline  also 
noted  in  BBS  plots  (25%  to  9%),  only  single  prs  noted  in  2 other  areas;  Forth  counted  just  1 site;  Loth  counted 
just  1 site;  ; Bord  98prs  noted  at  44  sites  with  c.l2prs  East  Loch  BBS,  7brl3  seen  Dewar/Leithen  valley  was 
much  better  success  than  in  recent  years;  Clyde  76prs  at  37  sites  with  lOprs  Biggar  Marshes;  Arg  17prs 
L.Gruinart,  Islay;  Ayr  28prs  noted  at  20  sites;  D&G  5prs  Mersehead,  also  seen  two  other  areas. 

Incubating  from  19  Apr  M&N,  first  young  seen  Ork  26  May,  A&D  3 Jun;  Bord  10  Jun. 

AutumnAVinter:  Away  from  main  resorts:  300  Dipple  Ayr  in  Jun;  2,100  Newark  Ork,  650  Nith  Est.  D&G  & 
235  Virkie  Shet  in  Jul;  2,000  Graemeshall  Ork,  1,800  Eastside,  South  Ronaldsay  Ork  & 1,400  Montrose  in  Aug; 
640  Carstairs  Junction  Clyde  and  53 1 Tyninghame  L during  Sep;  1,059  Forth  Est.,  1,285  West  Mainland  Ork, 
950  Vane  Farm,  980  Mersehead  & 370  Bimie  M&N  in  Oct;  444  Caerlaverock  D&G  & 410  Fraserburgh  shore 
NE  in  Nov;  2,200  Newark,  1,140  West  Mainland  Ork,  1,000  Marwick  Ork,  985  Carsethom  D&G,  800  Scalpsie 
Bay,  Bute  Clyde  Is,  626  Torduff,  490  Findhom  Bay  M&N  & 422  Skinflats  Forth  in  Dec. 

Inland:  still  22  Scone  & 5 Garvald  Quarry  Clyde  in  Dec. 

Curlew 
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Spotted  Redshank  Tringa  erythropus 


Area 

J 

F 

M 

A 

M 

J 

J 

A 

S 

O 

N 

D 

Total 

N Isles* 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

6 

5 

4 

3 

- 

19 

OHeb* 

1 

2 

- 

- 

1 

3 

N Scot 

1 

1 

NE  Scot* 

- 

- 

- 

4 

1 

1 

- 

4 

2 

7 

- 

- 

19 

E/C  Scot 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

2 

18 

5 

3 

2 

30 

SE  Scot 

7 

5 

- 

- 

- 

12 

W.Scot 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

1 

1 

1 

2 

- 

- 

5 

SW  Scot 

- 

2 

- 

2 

- 

- 

- 

2 

- 

- 

- 

6 

2000 

0 

2 

0 

7 

3 

1 

1 

24 

33 

18 

6 

2 

95 

1999 

1 

1 

2 

3 

4 

0 

4 

28 

26 

13 

4 

1 

85 

1998 

4 

3 

6 

9 

3 

0 

7 

17 

26 

11 

4 

2 

91 

Winter/Spring:  2 Caerlaverock  D&G 
1 Feb  & 4 Mar  & 1 there  3 & 24  Apr. 
2L.ofStrathbegNE  10  Apr;  1 Newshot 
Island  Clyde  25-29  Apr,  2 Ythan  Est. 
NE  28-30  Apr;  1 L.of  Strathbeg  5 May; 
1 Vane  Farm  P&K  15-16  May;  1 Fair 
Is  30  May. 

Autumn:  First  NE  3 Aug;  A&D,  Clyde 
& Ork  4-5  Aug;  Loth,  Shet  & OHeb 
12-14  Aug;  Fife  27  Aug. 

Mostly  1-2  birds  except  6 Dun’s  Dish 


A&D  22  Aug  & 4 Strathbeg  NE  4 Oct;  3 Aberlady  L 23-29  Oct. 

Last  Fair  Is  4 Sep;  P&K,  Bord  & Shet  16-21  Sep;  A&D  & Clyde  14-15  Oct;  Ork  14  Nov. 

Winter:  1 Eden  Est.  F Oct-2  Nov;  1 Aberlady  to  14  Nov;  1 Fife  Ness  F 7 Dec;  1 Kinneil  Forth  28  Oct-2001. 


Common  Redshank  (Redshank)  Tringa  totanus 


J 

F 

M 

A 

M 

J 

J 

A 

S 

O 

N 

D 

Pool  of  Yirkie  Shet 

51 

50 

115 

21 

1 

5 

139 

167 

189 

97 

29 

12 

Widewall  Ork 

60 

355 

120 

8 

12 

12 

12 

40 

67 

60 

300 

120 

South  Ford  OH 

77 

88 

22 

- 

4 

- 

- 

- 

22 

135 

- 

113 

Lossiemouth  M&N 

271 

226 

214 

161 

- 

- 

69 

128 

161 

117 

183 

221 

Donmouth  NE 

151 

255 

247 

139 

- 

- 

- 

47 

96 

180 

286 

220 

Ythan  Estuary  NE 

687 

811 

1382 

1050 

14 

92 

786 

760 

775 

688 

516 

755 

South  Tay  F 

61 

154 

159 

207 

0 

6 

141 

262 

300 

540 

116 

740 

Eden  Estuary  F 

206 

593 

420 

379 

6 

17 

170 

500 

1200 

1231 

735 

1220 

North  Forth  F 

1162 

1194 

769 

658 

4 

24 

166 

1175 

1542 

1285 

1735 

818 

Dalmeny  L 

270 

340 

340 

190 

2 

- 

220 

470 

1030 

- 

- 

- 

Musselburgh  L 

110 

131 

356 

405 

5 

2 

343 

234 

253 

- 

- 

- 

Aberlady  L 

134 

113 

136 

113 

11 

35 

86 

139 

147 

148 

126 

110 

Islay  lochs  Arg 

17 

43 

123 

100 

28 

95 

9 

58 

74 

14 

91 

65 

Clyde  Est.  Clyde 

1948 

1703 

1201 

1335 

13 

44 

475 

1272 

1363 

2093 

1917 

2054 

Doonfoot  Ayr 

- 

136 

68 

35 

2 

- 

77 

140 

105 

97 

129 

95 

Wigtown  Bay  D&G 

314 

190 

47 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

100 

58 

301 

258 

Winter/Spring:  1,142  Kinneil 
Forth,  765  Skinflats  Forth, 
600  Inner  Tay  Estuary 
A&D,  415  Tiree  Arg,  405 
Comely  Ork,  279  Gullane  to 
English  border  L/B  and 
200  Brig  o’Waithe  Ork  in 
Jan;  1,600  Montrose  Basin 
A&D  in  Feb;  300  Bogside 
Ayr,  180  Tyinghame  L & 
108  L.Paible,  North  Uist 
OH  in  Apr. 

Inland  wintering  noted 
Kinnaber  A&D,  7 in  Jan; 


Kercock  P&K,  2 in  Jan; 

Lees  B,  4 in  Jan;  Baron’s  Haugh  Clyde,  7 in  Jan  & Millichen  Flood  Clyde,  1 in  Jan.  Arrivals  inland  seen  Clyde 
12  Feb;  Forth  13  Feb;  A&D  20  Feb;  Loth  12  Mar. 

Breeding:  Shet  pr  Noss  failed,  3prs  Uyea;  Ork  1 8prs  Graemsay,  1 Iprs  L.of  Flundland,  6prs  Gairsay  & bred  at 


least  5 other  sites;  OHeb  l,454prs  estimated  on  machair  Bemeray  to  South  Uist,  2 Iprs  Uig,  Lewis;  M&N 


c.  1 Iprs  noted  at  9 sites;  NE  lOprs  Auchencleith  Bog  with  birds  at  3 other  sites;  A&D  only  noted  2 sites;  P&K 
19prs  Strathallan  (19-35prs  1990-99),  4prs  Vane  Farm  & 24prs  at  11  other  sites;  Fife  3prs  Gaddon  L.,  2prs  I 
Miller’s  L.  and  birds  seen  3 other  sites;  Forth  lOprs  at  3 sites  with  6prs  Braes  of  Doune;  Loth  lOprs  at  4 sites; 
Bord  5 Iprs  at  3 1 sites  with  4prs  St.Mary’s  L.;  Arg  85prs  L.Gruinart,  Islay  (60),  27prs  Coll  reserve,  15prs  The  j 

Reef,  Tiree,  14+prs  Oronsay,  13prs  Colonsay  (16)  with  prs  noted  4 other  sites;  Clyde  46prs  seen  21  sites  with  j 

6prs  Duneaton  Water  & Bridgend;  Ayr  3prs  at  2 sites;  D&G  9prs  Mersehead  & singles  prs  at  2 other  sites.  j 

First  young  seen  Shet  25  May;  A&D  & OHeb  2-4  Jun;  M&N  8 Jun;  Bord,  Clyde  & D&G  14-18  Jun.  j 

Autumn/Winter:  500  Milton  Is.  Clyde  in  Jul;  667  Findhom  Bay  M&N,  652  Buntisland  Bay  F,  320  Glencaple  I 

D&G  & 1 80  Eveshowe  Ork  in  Aug;  6 1 7 Skinflats  in  Sep;  1 , 1 00  West  Ferry  area  Clyde,  1 ,086  Powfoot  D&G,  J 

920  Kinneil,  400  Bogside  & 260  Peterhead  NE  in  Oct;  1 90  Mill  Dam,  Shapinsay  Ork  & 1 1 2 L.of  Tingwall  Shet  j 

in  Nov;  570  Skinflats,  535  Carsethom  D&G,  487  Dipple  shore  Ayr,  366  Findhom  Bay  & 227  Redkirk  Point  j 

D&G  in  Dec.  Birds  wintered  inland:  5 Lees,  1-4  Baron’s  Haugh  & 1 Forth  in  Dec.  I 


Common  Greenshank  (Greenshank)  Tringa  nebularia 

Winter/Spring:  c.69  wintered  in  Jan/Feb:  1 7 OHeb,  1 3 Arg,  8 Fife  & Ayr,  7 Clyde,  6 D&G,  5 Loth,  2 NE  & singles 
Ork,  A&D,  Bord  & Forth.  The  best  counts  were  7 Oronsay  Arg,  5 Tyninghame  L,  4 South  Ford,  South  Uist  OH 
& 4 Finlaystone  Point  Clyde  in  Feb. 

First  Fife  17  Mar;  M&N  25  Mar;  Ork  31  Mar;  P&K,  A&D,  Loth  & Ayr  8-14  Apr;  Shet  & Fair  Is  21-22  Apr. 
6 L.Don  Arg  & 4 North  Ronaldsay  Ork  on  28  Apr;  8 Ythan  Est.  NE  29  Apr;  6 Gartloch  P.  Clyde  on  4 May; 
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4 L.Gminart,  Islay  Arg  13  May. 

Breeding:  Shet  2 sites  West  Mainland  with  no  evidence  of  success;  OHeb  18prs  North  Uist,  2prs  South  Uist, 
‘several’  prs  Uig,  Lewis  & displaying  pr  Harris;  High  53  pairsat  15  sites;  NE  regular  site  Deeside  unoccupied; 
P&K  noted  2 sites  but  no  young  seen;  Arg  no  confirmed  breeding  but  1-2  seen  L.Gminart  & Oronsay  in  Jun. 
AutumnAVinter:  First  Loth  25  Jun;  A&D,  Ayr  & Arg  1-2  Jul;  Clyde  7 Jul;  Ork,  P&K,  Fife  & Shet  17-23  Jul; 
M&N,  NE  & Fair  Is  26-27  Jul;  Bord  3 Aug. 

Best  counts:  18  Dun’s  Dish  A&D  2 Jul;  19  Eden  Est.  F,  15  L.Don  & 7 L.Mor  area,  Benbecula  OH  27-29  Jul; 
4 North  Ronaldsay  1 Aug;  30  Dun’s  Dish,  12  Browhouses  D&G  & 8 L.of  Strathbeg  NE  3-7  Aug;  14  Bayhead, 
North  Uist  OH,  13  Findhom  Bay  M&N,  5 Folly  L.  B & 4 Fetlar  Shet  on  10-13  Aug;  28  Montrose  Basin  A&D, 
20  Ythan  Est.,  9 Fair  Is  and  6 Kintore  NE  19-22  Aug;  9 L.a’Phuill,  Tiree  Arg  on  30  Aug;  16  Finlaystone  Point, 
12  Keltonbank  D&G  & 6 Tullibody  Inch  Forth  1-3  Sep;  9 Lochmaddy,  North  Uist  OH  & 7 The  Strand, 
Colonsay  Arg  15-16  Sep;  37  Caerlaverock  D&G,  IIS  South  Ford,  South  Uist  25-26  Sep;  18  Ythan  & 10  Eden 
Est.  25-29  Oct;  9 Rough  Is.  D&G  12  Nov;  8 Montrose  26  Nov. 

Last  Shet,  Clyde  Is  & P&K  16-24  Sep;  Bord  6 Oct;  M&N  19  Oct;  Fair  Is  14  Nov;  Ork  25  Nov. 

C.64  Dec  birds  in  Clyde  15,  Fife  11,  Ayr  10,  Loth  9,  Arg  6,  OHeb  5,  D&G  4,  NE  2 & singles  A&D  & Forth  with 
12  Auchendores  Clyde,  8 Hunterston  Ayr  & Tyninghame,  5 Oronsay,  5 South  Ford  & 5 Eden  Est.  in  Dec.. 


* Greater  Yellowlegs  Tringa  melanoleuca 

Winter:  1 L.Mor,  Benbecula  OH  1999-9  Mar,  last  seen  L.Bail’Fhionnlaidh,  Benbecula  OH  7 May.  This  is  the 
first-ever  overwintering  of  this  species  in  Britain. 

For  photo  see  Birding  Scotland  3 (3):  cover  & Binding  World  13:  139. 


* Lesser  Yellowlegs  Tringa  flavipes 
Autumn:  1 juv  Ulva  Lagoons  Arg  30  Sep-1 1 Oct. 
Second  record  for  Argyll. 

For  photo  see  Birding  Scotland  4(1):  cover  & Birding  World  13:387. 


Green  Sandpiper  Tringa  ochropus 
Winter:  1 Aird  Meadow  Clyde  9 Jan; 

1 Cameron  Res.  F 16  Jan -16  Apr; 

1 Lydox  F 23  Jan;  1 Genoch  Moor 
D&G  27  Jan-7  Mar;  1 Holywood  Fish 
Farm  D&G  in  Jan.l  Whitrig/ 

BemersydeB  13-22  Feb;  1 Mersehead 
D&G  in  Feb. 

Spring:  First  Forth  1 2 Mar;  Bord,  D&G, 

Fife  & NE  21-25  Mar;  Ork  30  Mar; 

Shet  & Fair  Is  17-19  Apr;  A&D  & 

Clyde  27  Apr.  Mostly  1-2  birds  with 
best  counts  of  5 Skinflats  Forth  18  Apr  & 3 Aberlady  L 19  Apr. 

Breeding:  High  bred  for  second  year  at  1999  site,  br  2 seen.  Third  breeding  for  UK. 

Autumn:  First  bird  L.Thom  Clyde  17  Jun.  D&G  and  Ork  9 Jul;  A&D  & Is  of  May  17-23  Jul;  Arg,  Shet  & Fife 
26-28  Jul;  P&K,  Bord  & NE  4-5  Aug;  M&N  & Loth  12-15  Aug.  Mostly  1-2  birds  with  best  counts  of  8 The 
Lurgies  A&D  7 Aug;  3 Garvald  Quarry  Clyde  & 3 Montgrew  M&N  15  Aug;  3 Folly  L.  B 21  Aug;  3 Dun’s 
Dish  A&D  23  Aug;  3 Kintore  NE  27  Aug.  Last  Ork  13  Aug;  P&K,  Forth  and  OHeb  17-19  Aug;  NE  and  Bord 
26-30  Aug;  A&D  & Loth  14  Sep;  Ayr  20  Sep;  Fair  Is  25  Sep;  Shet  30  Sep. 

Winter:  1 Cameron  Res.  to  26  Nov;  4 Hollywood  Fish  Farm  & 1 Lincluden  D&G  1 1 Nov;  1 Ballochmin  Point 
Clyde  13-14  Nov;  3 Mersehead  during  Nov;  1 Capringston  Ayr  1-2  Dec;  2 Blackdevonmouth  Forth  5 Dec; 
1 Langfaulds  F 22  Dec. 
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Wood  Sandpiper  Tringa  glareola 

Spring:  First  2 Endrick  Mouth  Clyde  28  Apr;  1 L.Fada,  Benbecula  OH  and  1 Scatness  Shet  1 May;  then  D&G 
5 May;  A&D,  Ork  & Is  of  May  6-8  May;  Fair  Is,  Arg  & NE  13-18  May. 

Mostly  1 singles  but  3 Hookin,  Papa  Westray  Ork  6 May;  2 Denfmd  P.  A&D  8 May;  2 Caerlaverock  D&G  on 
10  May;  3 Haroldswick  Shet  13  May. 
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Spring:  First  2 Endrick  Mouth  Clyde 
28  Apr;  1 L.Fada,  Benbecula  OH  and 
1 Scatness  Shet  1 May;  D&G  5 May; 
A&D,  Ork  & Is  of  May  6-8  May;  Fair 
Is,Arg&NE  13-18  May. 

Mostly  1 singles  but  3 Hookin,  Papa 
Westray  Ork  6 May;  2 Denflnd  P. 
A&D  8 May;  2 Caerlaverock  D&G 
10  May;  3 Haroldswick  Shet  13  May. 
Breeding:  High  4prs  bred  at  the  main 
Ross-shire  site,  also  present  at  another  site;  NE  1 sang  Upper  Deeside  in  Jun. 

Autumn:  First  D&G  23  Jun;  Arg  8 Jul;  Fife  17  Jul;  NE  27  Jul;  Shet  28  Jul;  Fair  Is  30  Jul;  Loth  & Ork  1-3  Aug. 
Mostly  1-2  birds  but  3 L.Don  Arg  8 Jul;  3 Baltasound  Shet  28  Jul;  2 Mersehead  D&G  1 & 7 Aug;  3 North 
Ronaldsay  Ork  4-5  Aug;  2 Point  of  Ayre  Ork  6 Aug;  2 Denfmd  P.  19  Aug  with  3 there  27  Aug. 

Last  M&N,  Ayr,  Fife,  Ork  & NE  17-27  Aug;  OHeb  & Shet  2-3  Sep;  Bord  12  Sep;  with  latest  singles  Prora  L & 
Thornhill  Forth  24  Sep. 


Common  Sandpiper  Actitis  hypoleucos 

Winter:  1 wintered  Black  Cart  Water  at  Renfrew  Bridge  Clyde  from  Nov  1999-22  Jan;  1 L.Sween  Arg  4 Jan 
was  the  first  Jan  record  for  Argyll. 

Spring:  First  1 Westhaven  A&D  26  Mar;  1 Lees  B & 1 Ayr  Ayr  6 Apr;  Clyde,  Loth  & Arg  8-9  Apr;  Forth,  P&K, 
Clyde  Is,  Fife  & NE  15-17  Apr;  M&N,  OHeb,  D&G  & Fair  Is  21-23  Apr;  Shet  & Ork  27-29  Apr. 

Max  counts:  6 Claggain  Bay,  Islay  Arg  19  Apr;  4 Holl  Res.  F 23  Apr;  12  Whiteadder  Res.  L,  7 Glen  Ordie  P&K 
& 5 Routenbum  Ayr  24  Apr;  8 L.Doon  Ayr  30  Apr. 

Breeding:  Shet  noted  at  10  sites;  Ork  12prs  noted  at  9 sites  with  4prs  Hundland  L.;  OHeb  23prs  Lewis,  28prs 
South  Uist  with  16prs  L.Druidibeg  & 12prs  North  Glendale  area,  also  2prs  Barra;  M&N  34prs  at  12  sites  with 
1 Iprs  Little  Fergie  Bum  area  & 5prs  Glen  Builg  also  2prs  on  coast  at  Kingston;  NE  ‘many’  prs  Upper  Gaim, 
noted  12  other  sites;  A&D  4 sites;  Fife  prs  Bimie  & Gaddon  L.  bred  successfully,  otherwise  c.7prs  at  3 other 
sites;  Loth  breeding  noted  at  just  2 sites;  Bord  78prs  seen  at  34  sites  with  14prs  Ettrick  Marshes,  lOprs  Manor 
Water  & 6prs  Rankle  Bum;  Arg  3 Iprs  Colonsay  (44),  6prs  L.Glashan,  5prs  Treshnish  Is.  & 3prs  Taynish  CBC 
(mean  1);  Clyde  8 Iprs  at  45  sites  with  6prs  Duneaton  & Camps  Res.;  Ayr  33prs  at  21  sites  with  9prs  R.Ayr  at 
Upper  Whitehaugh;  D&G  noted  5 sites. 

First  eggs  Bord  13  May;  first  young  seen  NE  30  May;  Loth  15  Jun;  A&D  16  Jun;  Clyde  Is  25  Jun. 

Autumn:  Max  counts:  13  Kincorth  M&N  29  Jun;  14  St.Cyms  NE  & 10  Caerlaverock  D&G  in  Jul  (undated); 
13  Kingston,  13  L.of  Lintrathen  A&D  3-4  Jul;  40  Montrose  Basin  A&D,  22  Keltonbank  D&G  & 18  Barcraigs 
Res.  Clyde  15-16  Jul;  9 Eden  Est.  F & 7 Leac  na  Hoe,  North  Uist  OH  17-18  Jul;  15  Endrick  Mouth  Clyde, 
8 Tullibody  Inch  Forth,  7 Bogside  Ayr  & 7 Blackdevonmouth  Forth  on  27-30  Jul;  10  Montrose  & 5 Fair  Is  on 
3-4  Aug;  6 Lees  15  Aug;  11  Musselburgh  L 11  Sep;  6 Skerries  Shet  20  Sep. 

Last  P&K  24  Aug;  M&N,  Forth  & Ork  21-22  Sep;  OHeb  & Fife  29-30  Sep;  A&D,  Loth,  Bord,  Fair  Is,  Arg  & 
NE  1-5  Oct;  Is  of  May  16  Oct;  Shet  18  Oct;  D&G  28  Oct. 

Latest  singles  Martnaham  L.  Ayr  1 Nov  & Cambus  Forth  12  Nov. 

Winter:  1 Cart’s-Clyde  confluence  at  Colin’s  Isles  Clyde  21-23  Dec. 


Winter/Spring:  858  Tiree 
coasts  Arg,  498  Gullane- 
Dunglass  L/B,  200  Papa 
Westray  Ork,  165  Egilsay 
Ork,  127  Ardnave  L.,  Islay 
Arg  & 100  Levenmouth  F 
during  Jan. 

265  Portgordon  M&N,  200 
Loch  Bee,  South  Uist  OH 
and  260  Montrose  Basin 
A&D  in  Feb;  110  Virkie  Shet  in  Mar;  140  Newton  Ayr  in  Apr;  300  Papa  Westray  in  May. 


Ruddy  Turnstone  (JAxYnsiont)  Arenaria  interpres 
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R.D.Murray  [Ed.] 
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Last  Bord  29  Apr;  A&D  1 1 May;  Clyde  3 1 May;  D&G  & Fife  1-3  Jun;  Ayr  6 Jun. 

Breeding:  OHeb  1 flushed  from  bog  L.Huna,  North  Uist  21  May  was  on  suitable  habitat  but  no  provided  no 
other  evidence  of  breeding. 

AutumnAVinter:  First  birds  Is  of  May  1 Jul;  Fife  15  Jul;  A&D,  Ayr,  Clyde  & Forth  27-31  Jul;  Bord  17  Aug. 

260  Portgordon,  210  Inner  Solway  D&G,  150  Is  of  May,  107  Tiree  & 100  Ledaig  Point  Arg  in  Oct;  225  Papa 
Westray,  121  Easthaven  A&D  & 104  Banff  NE  in  Nov;  250  Birsay  Bay  Ork  in  Dec. 

Inland:  2 Endrick  Mouth  Clyde  8 May,  6 on  12  May  & 1 on  18  May;  1 Carsebreck  P&K  10  Sep. 


Red-necked  Phalarope  Phalaropus  lobatus 

Winter/Spring:  First  on  territory  OHeb  14  May;  Shet  1 5 May;  Arg  29  May. 

1 Musselburgh  L 5 Jun;  1 Stamafin,  Strathbeg  NE  1 3 Jun. 

Breeding:  Shet  numbers  were  the  lowest  since  1990  with  just  13  mm,  productivity  was  also  low  with  only4juvs 
fledging;  OHeb  noted  at  7 sites  with  c.  1 7 birds,  including  agitated  m at  one  site;  Arg  pr  seen  copulating  at  the 
1999  site  with  f present  to  30  Jun  but  no  hint  of  success. 

Autumn/Winter:  1 Ceann  Ear,  Monach  Is.  OH  6 Jul;  1 Fair  Is  1 8 Jul;  2 Machrihanish  Arg  6 Aug;  last  juv  Fetlar 
Shet  1 7 Aug. 


Grey  Phalarope  Phalaropus  fulicarius 
Winter/Spring:  1 Kiimaird  Head  NE  3 Jan. 

AutumnAVinter:  1 S Tumberry  Point  Ayr  27  Aug;  1 Rubha  Ardvule,  South  Uist  OH  3 1 Aug;  12S  Griminish  Point 
& Rubha  Ardvule  South  Uist  OH  7-10  Sep;  1 North  Ronaldsay  Ork  & 1 L.a’Phuill  Arg  9 Sep;  1 Ardheisker, 
North  Uist  OH  10  Sep;  1 Water  Sound  Ork  on  22  Sep;  IS  Rubha  Ardvule  22  Sep;  1 Machrihanish  Arg  4 Oct; 
1 from  Hoy  ferry  Ork  29  Oct;  1 Uig  ferry  Skye  H 2 Nov;  1 Musselburgh  L 30  Dec. 

1 Fair  Is  ferry  1 Oct  was  only  identified  to  genus  but  probably  a Grey  judging  from  the  date. 


Pomarine  Skua  Stercorarius pomarinus 

Winter/Spring:  P‘-w  Stevenson  Point 
Ayr  1 Jan,  probably  the  same  bird 
Portencross  Ayr  10  Jan;  P*-w  North 
Ronaldsay  Ork  2 Jan;  2 Tarbet  Ness 
H 19  Mar. 

First  Shet  1 May;  OHeb  4 May;  D&G 
6 May;  Ork  & Ayr  17-18  May.  Main 
passage  off  Outer  Hebrides:  1 86N  Aird 
an  Runair,  North  Uist  OH  4 May  and 
16-24  May  (mostly  17-18  May). 

2 Peninerine,  South  Uist  OH  15  May 
& 1 Rubha  Ardvule,  South  Uist  OH  15  May;  3 Soay  H 19  May. 

Passage  off  N.Isles:  1 Melby  Shet  1 May;  8N  Watsness  Shet  & 2 Brough  of  Birsay  Ork  18  May  with  29N 
there  19  May;  IN  Eshaness  Shet  31  May. 

In  SW:  6 in  Solway  off  Annan  D&G  6 May;  2S  Cloch  Point  Clyde  27  May;  3 Mersehead  D&G  23  Jun;  1 Mull 
of  Galloway  D&G  25  Jun. 

AutumnAVinter:  3 Mersehead  D&G  23  Jun;  1 Mull  of  Galloway  D&G  25  Jun;  1 Eyemouth  B & 1 Fife  Ness  F 
1-2  Jul;  2 Eyemouth  & 1 Girdleness  NE  10  Jul;  IN  Saltcoats  Ayr  14  Jul,  2N  there  on  1 Aug;  1 Musselburgh  L on 
15  Jul;  9 St. Abbs  Head  B,  1 Easthaven  A&D  & 1 Jura  Arg  22-26  Jul;  4 N St. Abbs  3 Aug;  3 Cove  NE  12  Aug; 
IN  Tumberry  Ayr  15  Aug;  10  Strathlene  M&N,  9 Lossiemouth  M&N  & 3 Carlingnose  F 1-3  Sep;  3 Pettycur 
F 7 Sep;  6 Rubha  Ardvule  2 Oct;  7 Machrihanish  Arg  10  Oct. 

Last  Bord  2 Sep;  D&G  & Shet24-29  Sep;  Arg,  Loth,  Ork  & Fife  8-15  Oct;  M&N,  OHeb  & Is  of  May  23-28  Oct 
with  latest  regular  bird  Arbroath  A&D  & 1 Nigg  ferry  H 29  Oct.  1 Peterhead  NE  2 Dec. 
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Arctic  Skua  Stercorarius  parasiticus 

Spring:  First  IN  Aird  an  Runair,  North  Uist  OH  5 Apr;  Shet,  Ork  & Fair  Is  8-9  Apr;  NE  2 1 Apr;  Arg  27  Apr;  Ayr 
1 May;  Fife  20  May.  No  strong  passage  movements  except  where  seawatchers  managed  66  off  Aird  an  Runair 
on  10  dates  30  Apr-24  May  as  well  as  18  Rubha  Ardvule,  South  Uist  OH  on  5 dates  21  Apr- 16  May. 
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Breeding:  Numbers  fell  overall  at  13  monitored 
sites  on  Shetland  for  the  3''‘‘  year,  dropping  from 
308  to  302  AONs,  despite  the  first  rise  in  numbers 
for  some  years  at  Foula,  the  largest  colony.  The 
count  on  Fair  Isle  was  the  lowest  since  1987  but 
the  largest  fall  was  on  Fetlar,  dropping  from  20  to 
1 7 AONs.  Numbers  were  more  stable  at  the  5 plots 
on  Orkney,  although  there  was  some  variation  be- 
tween colonies.  There  the  largest  drop  was  on  Papa 
Westray  where  numbers  were  less  than  half  those 
of  the  1990s  in  a whole  colony  count.  A similar  count  on  Hoy  showed  an  even  higher  (63%)  decline.  In  contrast  numbers 
continue  to  rise  on  Handa  where  numbers  rose  to  40  AONs  following  the  eradication  of  rats. 

Productivity  in  Shetland  was  moderate  with  Fair  Isle  below  average  due 
to  Bonxie  predation.  Noss  had  very  low  production  at  0.22,  losses  due  to 
starvation  in  early  June  during  the  storms  and  to  Bonxie  predation. 
These  predators  were  also  a problem  at  Hermaness  where  most  of  the 
young  were  thought  to  have  been  eaten  after  fledging.  Foula  had  im- 
proved success  (0.8).  Papa  Westray  had  a poor  year  with  just  27  fledging 
from  67  nests.  Mavor  et  al.  2001,  Seabird  numbers  & breeding  success  in  Britain  & Ireland,  2000,  JNCC. 

Shet  107prs  Foula  with  MBP  0.9  but  many  were  subsequently  predated  by  Bonxies  after  fledging,  12prs 
Hermaness  managed  6 young  from  12prs;  Fair  Is  65prs,  6%  down  on  ’99,  fledging  just  24  young  (MBP  0.37); 
Ork  census  of  716prs  with  67prs  Papa  Westray  (129)  producing  just  24  young  with  MBP  0.40  (1.26),  39prs 
Birsay  Moor;  OHeb  2-17  birds  noted  at  5 sites  but  pr  reared  br2  St.Kilda,  the  first  successful  breeding;  Arg 
census  shows  15prs  Coll  & 6prs  Jura,  less  than  25%  of  numbers  in  1987. 

AutumnAVinter:  First  Bord  3 Jun;  A&D  1 6 Jun;  D&G  23  Jun;  M&N  25  Jul;  Is  of  May  1 1 Aug.  The  passage  was 
mostly  described  as  light  and  protracted  with  many  daily  counts  of  1-2  birds  but  just  single  records  Clyde  Is  & 
Clyde.  Best  counts  were  8 Mersehead  D&G  23  Jun;  8N/2S  St. Abbs  Head  B 23  Jul;  12N  Cove  NE  12  Aug; 
1 1 W Kinghom  F 17  Aug;  40  Kinghom  27  Aug;  18  Bams  Ness  L,  ION  St. Abbs  & 8 Lossiemouth  M&N  2 Sep; 
8 Machrihanish  Arg,  8 Frenchman’s  Rocks,  Islay  Arg  & lOS  St.  Abbs  6-10  Sep;  26  Is  of  May  & 15W  Kinghom 
15  Sep;  22  Hound  Point  L on  19  Sep;  6 Arbroath  A&D  on  20  Sep;  8N/20S  Fife  Ness  F & 19  St.Andrews  F on 
23-24  Sep.  Only  small  numbers  in  Oct. 

Last  birds  D&G,  Ayr,  Shet  & Fair  Is  8-14  Sep;  Ork  & OHeb  14-15  Oct;  Bord  & Arg  24-3 1 Oct;  Fife  & A&D 
12-15  Nov;  M&N  & Forth  19-26  Nov.  1 Balmossie  A&D  8 Dec;  1 Girdleness  NE  & 1 Newburgh  NE  10  Dec. 
Inland:  1 L.Leven  P&K  7 Jun. 


Long-tailed  Skua  Stercorarius  longicaudus 

Spring:  1 7N  Aird  an  Runair,  North  Uist  OH 
17-24  May;  4 IN  Watsness  Shet  18  May 
with  8 there  19  May;  1 Watsness  29  May; 
1 SW  North  Ronaldsay  Ork  31  May;  1 Loch 
Maddy,  North  Uist  OH  3 Jun;  1 Scatness 
Shet  11  Jun;  2 Bayhead,  North  Uist  OH 
and  1 North  Ford,  North  Uist  OH  on  13  Jun; 
1 Fair  Is  19-22  Jun;  1 Rendall  Ork  24  Jun, 
was  also  seen  Birsay  Moors  Ork  25  Jun. 
Autumn:  2S  Rubha  Ardvule,  South  Uist  OH  9 Aug;  1 Collieston  NE  18  Aug;  2 Cove  NE  and  1 Kinghom  F 
1 9-20  Aug  with  1 on  27  Aug;  4 Musselburgh  L 26  Aug;  1 Rubha  Ardvule  3 1 Aug;  singles  Collieston,  Bullers  of 
Buchan  NE  & Pettycur  F 1-2  Sep;  1 Pettycur  7 Sep;  singles  North  Ronaldsay  (2),  Collieston  & Scurdie  Ness 
A&D  11-16  Sep;  1 Kinghom  20  Sep;  singles  Fife  Ness  F,  Sumburgh  Head  Shet,  North  Ronaldsay  & Arbroath 
A&D  27  Sep;  1 North  Ronaldsay  11  & 15  Oct;  1 Tarbet  Ness  H 26  Oct. 

Another  very  poor  year  - all  records  shown.  - 77  in  spring  but  only  28  in  the  autumn. 
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Great  Skua  Catharacta  skua 

Winter:  1 Kinghom  F 1 &2  Jan;  1 Rubha  Ardvule,  South  Uist  OH  30  Jan;  1 Links,  Papa  Westray  Ork  on  2 Feb; 
1 Griminish  Pt.,  North  Uist  OH  on  10  Feb;  1 N.Ronaldsay  Ork  1 1 Feb;  singles  Bowmore,  Islay  Arg  Saltcoats 
Ayr  on  15  Feb;  1 Anstruther  F 5 Mar;  1 L.Maddy  OH  9 Mar;  1 Mersehead  D&G  10  Mar;  1 Ardmore  Point, 
Mull  Arg  17  Mar;.  1 Rubha  Ardvule  on  19  Mar. 
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Spring:  First  Arg,  Shet,  Fair  Is  and  Ork  on 
28-30  Mar;  Fife  3 Apr;  NE  13  Apr.  67  Aird  an 
Rimair,  South  Uist  OH  ( 1 6 dates)  6 Apr- 1 Jun. 

Breeding:  Numbers  increased  slightly  on  Fair 
Isle  with  similar  increases  taking  place  on  the  5 
monitored  sites  on  Shetland  (6%).  Losses  on 
Fetlar  were  balanced  by  increases  on  Hermaness. 

Overwinter  survival  was  high  on  Foula.  Losses 
on  Hoy  & Papa  Westray  accounted  for  the  10% 
decline  seen  on  Orkney’.  Handa  showed  a 16%)  rise,  numbers,  increas- 
ing by  27  to  195  AOTs.  Productivity  on  Shetland  was  similar  to  that  of 
1999  with  good  success  on  Fetlar  & Fair  Isle,  average  success  on  Noss 
& Hermaness  but  poor  success  on  Foula  where  the  June  storm  caused 
losses.  The  one  plot  on  Orkney  showed  slightly  higher  than  average 
success. 
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Mavor  et  al.  2001,  Seabird  numbers  & breeding  success  in  Britain  & Ireland,  2000,  JNCC. 

Shet  2,293prs  Foula,  with  MBP  0.9,  48prs  Hermaness  (+18%);  Fair  Is  135prs  (132)  with  MBP  0.74;  Ork 
2,208prs  in  census  with  l,974prs  on  Hoy,  9prs  Papa  Westray  had  MBP  0.89;  OHeb  1 83prs  St.Kilda,  8prs  Lewis, 
3prs  Mingulay,  2prs  Pabbay,  pr  Gress,  3 birds  Hermetray,  Arg  2pr+brl  Treshnish  Is.. 

Autumn:  First  M&N  3 Jun;  A&D  & Bord  25-26  Jun;  Ayr  5 Jul;  Clyde  14  Jul;  Arg  26  Jul. 

Best  counts:  1 5 Bams  Ness  L 1 1 Jul;  39  Lossiemouth  M&N,  28  Girdleness  NE,  24  Peterhead  NE,  23  Fife  Ness 
F,  14  St. Abbs  Head  B & 9 Strathlene  M&N  1-3  Sep;  9 Machrihanish  Arg  6 Sep;  4 Frenchmen’s  Rocks,  Islay 
Arg  8 Sep;  17  Is  of  May  13  Sep;  15  Fife  Ness  24  Sep;  40  Kinghom  F 8 Oct;  18  Bams  Ness  11  Oct.  Last  A&D 
2 Sep;  M&N  30  Sep;  Forth  & Is  of  May  14-15  Oct;  Fife,  D&G,  OHeb,  Ayr,  NE  & Arg  22-29  Oct;  Ork  3 1 Oct. 
Winter:  singles  Fair  Is  7 Nov,  St.  Abbs  B 8 Nov,  Lunan  Bay  A&D  2 Dec  & 25kms  N of  Foula  Shet  6 Dec. 
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first  dates  used  only, 

some 
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may  have  returned 

in  latter  part  of  year  to  boost  count 

* Mediterranean  Gull  Larus  melanocephalus 
Winter/Spring:  ad  Levenmouth  F from 
1999-3  Mar;  ad  Musselburgh  L 1 Jan 
-18  Feb;  ad  Balmossie  A&D  & 2nd- 
w Strathclyde  L.  Clyde  2 Jan;  1 Ythan 
Est.  NE  3 Jan;  ad  Kirkcaldy  F & ad 
Burntisland  F 12  Jan;  sub-ad 
Levenmouth  14  Jan;  ad  Barassie  Ayr 
17-28  Jan;  ad  Tayport  F 6 Feb;  ad 
North  Ronaldsay  Ork  8-10  Feb 
present  intermittently  to  7 Jun;  ad 
Auchenharvie  Ayr  6-10  Mar;  2nd-w  Musselburgh  16  Mar;  1 Donmouth  NE  15  Mar;  2nd-s  Bams  Ness  L on 
19  Mar;  ; 2"‘‘-w  Martnaham  L.  Ayr  26  Mar;  P‘-s  Machrihanish  Arg  21  Apr.  Max  14  birds. 

AutumnAVinter:  ad  Arbroath  A&D  23  Jul;  ad  Levenmouth  2 Aug  with  ad  & juv  there  5 Aug,  the  ad  remaining 
into  2001  and  the  juv  until  22  Oct;  ad  Lurgies  A&D  13  Aug;  2nd-s  Belhaven  20  Aug-9  Sep,  also  seen  Bams 
Ness  2 Sep;  juv  Bogside  Ayr  28  Aug;  P‘-w  Ythan  10  Sep;  ad  Skyrebum  D&G  10-24  Sep;  ad  Lunan  Bay  A&D 
24  Sep;  ad  Musselburgh  1 Oct-29  Dec  with  another  ad  there  7 Nov  & 10  Dec;  ad  Barassie  3 Oct-2001  with 
2ads  there  from  2 Dec;  2"‘*-w  Findhom  Bay  M&N  4 Oct;  P*-w  Troon  Ayr  4 Oct-2001;  P-w  L.Bhasapol  Arg 
5 Oct;  P‘-w  Stevenston  Point  Ayr  8 Oct;  P‘-w  Musselburgh  20  Oct;  ad  Lunan  Bay  and  ad  Arbroath  A&D  on 
22  Oct;  P*-w  Pow  Bum  Ayr  20  Nov;  3ads  Burntisland  29  Nov;  with  a different  ad  there  next  day;  ad  Lunan  Bay 
2 & 8 Dec;  2"*^-w  2 Peterhead  NE,  2"“^-w  L.Flemington  M&N/H  2 Dec;  ad  Fallin  Forth  26  Dec;  1 Sandford 
Bay  NE  31  Dec.  c.31  birds.  First  record  for  Forth,  records  for  Moray  & Nairn. 


Little  Gull  Larus  minutus 

Winter:  2 Broughty  Ferry  A&D  on  2 Jan;  1 Kilconquhar  Loch  F 3 Jan  - 13  Feb;  1 Monikie  A&D  23  Jan; 
1 Ardgowan  Point  Clyde  24  Jan;  1 St.  Cyms  NE  4 Feb;  1 Doonfoot  Ayr  5 Feb;  1 Girdleness  NE  on  10  Feb; 
1 Lossie  Estuary  M&N  16  Feb;  1 Coble  Shore  F 19  Feb;  1 Carnoustie  A&D  20  Feb;  1 Anstmther  F 27  Feb. 
Spring:  First  Ork  28  Mar;  Shet  5 May;  M&N  29  May;  OHeb  7 Jun. 

1 Cocklemill  Bum  F on  1 8 Mar;  8 Monikie  30  Mar;  12  Balmossie  A&D  on  2 Apr;  40  Rescobie  L.  A&D  20  Apr; 
1 Musselburgh  L 29  Apr;  10  Elliot  A&D  4 May;  4 Loch  of  Strathbeg  NE  23  May;  3 Tugnet  M&N  29  May; 
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74  Monikie  on  10  Jun,  rising  to  135  on 
25  Jun. 

Autumn:  45  Monikie  13  Jul;  94  Buddon 
A&D,  44  Eden  Est.  F,  40  Barry/ 
Monifieth  A&D,  24  Elliot  & 1 5 Arbroath 
A&D  23-24  Jul;  400  Carnoustie  1 Aug; 
5 Domnouth  NE  24  Aug;  9 Is  of  May 
15  Sep;  250  Lunan  Bay  and  22S  Fife 
Ness  F 23  Sep;  3 Kinnaird  Head  NE  on 
30  Sep;  45N  (3hrs)  Fife  Ness  1 1 Oct  with 
132N  there  (Ihr)  13  Oct;  30  Anstruther 
19  Oct. 


Winter:  75S  Bams  Ness  L 5 Nov  with 


75  on  8 Nov;  50S  Fife  Ness  12  Nov;  14W  Leven  F 22  Nov;  10  St.Andrews  F 25-26  Nov;  1 Skinflats  Forth  on 
26  Nov;  1 Ugie  Est.  NE  2 Dec;  2 Arbroath  and  1 Edenside  F 4 Dec;  1 Burntisland  F on  6 Dec;  1 Arbroath  and 
1 Peterhead  NE  10  Dec;  1 Newton  Ayr  12  Dec;  1 Banff  NE  13  Dec;  1 Levenmouth  on  29  Dec. 

Inland:  1 Teviot  Haughs  B 12  Sep,  probably  same  seen  Hawick  B 7 Oct  was  a rare  inland  report  away  from  the 
Fife- Angus  & Dundee  axis.  Also  a single  Faseny  Water  L on  11  Nov. 


* Sabine’s  Gull  Larus  sabini 

Autumn/Winter:  ad  1 50km  NW  of  Foula  Shet  at  sea  1 6 Aug;  ad  S Ardivachar  Point,  South  Uist  OH  20  Aug;  juv 

5 Griminish  Point,  North  Uist  OH  6 Sep;  juv  L.Seaforth,  Harris  OH  8 Sep;  1 ljuvs  (6hrs)  Rubha  Ardvule,  South 
Uist  OH  & juv  5km  SW  of  Taxa,  Islay  Arg  9 Sep;  ad  Chanonry  Point  H 10-11  Sep;  imm  North  Ronaldsay  Ork 

6 juv  Kinghom  F 10  Sep;  1 Frenchman’s  Rocks,  Islay  Arg  14  Sep;  P‘-w  Chanonry  Point  16  Sep;  juv  Portgordon 
M&N  17  Sep. 

22  birds.  Sixth  record  for  Moray  & Nairn,  14‘^  for  Shetland  & 15’^  for  Fife. 

Sabine’s  Gull 

Andrew  Stevenson 


* Bonaparte’s  Gull  Larus philidelphia 

Autumn:  ad  Lunan  Bay  A&D  2 Oct  & Lunan  Water  A&D  6 Oct.  Second  record  for  Angus  & Dundee. 


Black-headed  Gull  Larus  ridibundus 

Winter/Spring:  26,000  Ardoch-Cardross  Clyde,  6,500  Strathclyde  L.  Clyde,  2,000  Tayport  F,  1,700  Hirsel  L.  B 
& 1 ,000+  Levenmouth  F in  Jan;  6,800  Hogganfield  L.  Clyde,  2,400  Mersehead  D&G  & 2,000  Doonfoot  Ayr  in 
Feb;  5,800  Castle  L.  D&G  & 1,600  Dipple  shore  Ayr  in  Mar;  2,800  Bemersyde  B in  Mar;  1,850  Kercock  P&K 
& 1 ,000  Carsebreck  P&K  in  Apr.  Max  elsewhere:  900  NE,  500  A&D,  470  Forth,  262  Arg,  250  OHeb,  76  M&N, 
46  Shet,  35  Fair  Is. 

Breeding:  Shet  several  cases  of  failure  due  to  weather  & predation  but  49prs  Gutcher  reared  35  young,  MBP 
0.71;  Ork  C.650+  nests  at  6 sites  with  255prs  Lowrie’s  Water  & 191prs  Mill  Dam,  Shapinsay,  48  nests  Egilsay 
with  MBP  0.17;  OHeb  c.l05  nests  Lewis,  c.l85prs  North  Uist,  94prs  South  Uist  & 20prs  Monach  Is.;  M&N 
C.500  nests  at  8 sites  with  300prs  Easter  Lochend  & 1 35prs  Dava;  NE  c.  1 900prs  noted  at  1 3 sites  with  1 ,000prs 
Black  Moss  & 200prs  Corgarff;  A&D  2,300prs  L.of  Kinnordy,  only  fledged  100  young  (MBP  0.04),  c.80prs 
Monikie  fledged  36  young  (MBP  0.45);  P&K  7,000prs  St.Serfs  Is.,  L.Leven  dwarfed  all  other  colonies;  Fife 
1 6prs  Drumoig  was  only  confirmed  breeding,  fledging  7 young  (MBP  0.43);  Forth  400prs  Carron  Valley  Res.  & 
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25prs  Flanders  Moss  which  was  later  deserted;  Loth  1,246  nests  at  4 sites  but  1,000  nests  North  Esk  Res.  was 
flooded  out;  Bord  395prs  at  9 small  colonies  butl4,750prs  at  the  giant  Bemersyde  colony;  Arg  1 85prs  at  7 sites 
in  Mink  Study  area  (MBP  1.3),  312prs  bred  Tiree  & Ipr  Oronsay;  Clyde  Is  2prs  bred  Cumbraes;  Clyde 
2,386prs  at  15  colonies,  an  increase  of  34%  at  colonies  also  counted  in  ’99;  Ayr  105prs  at  2 sites;  D&G  9prs 
Mersehead. 

First  young  seen  OHeb  21  May;  Shet  2 Jun:  first  fledged  young  A&D  15  Jun. 

There  was  a large  26.7%  decline  in  Clive  Craik’s  Argyll  study  area.  However  breeding  success  there  was  excellent  at 
MBP  1.29,  far  higher  than  levels  in  recent  years,  almost  99%  of  the  young  fledging  at  4 colonies  where  Minlk  were 
controlled.  Numbers  on  Fetlar  fell  from  102  to  9 pairs  from  1999  while  colonies  in  the  Tingwall  area  failed.  On  Orkney 
48  nests  on  Egilsay  managed  just  8 young,  MBP  0. 1 7. 

Mavor  et  al.  200 1 , Seabird  numbers  & breeding  success  in  Britain  & Ireland,  2000,  JNCC. 

AutumnAVinter:  2,6 1 5 R.Nith  at  Nunholm  D&G  in  Sep;  1 ,000  Donmouth  NE  in  Oct;  4,200  Rule  Moss  B in  Nov; 
3,600  Blackness  Forth,  2,500  Levenmouth,  1,600  L. of  Skene  NE,  1,500  Cart/Clyde  confluence  Clyde,  1,000+ 
Acreknowe  Res.  B,  1,000  Portobello  L & 1,000  Limekilns  shore  F in  Dec. 

Max  elsewhere:  740  A&D,  670  Arg,  560  Forth,  195  M&N  195,  150  OHeb,  75  Shet. 


* Ring-billed  Gull  Lams  delawarensis 

Winter/Spring:  2"^  -w  L.Ryan  D&G  1 999  to  1 5 Jan;  2"‘*-w  Ugie  Est.  NE  1 999  to  5 Mar  & Annachie  Lagoon  NE 
on  3 May;  ad  Machir  Bay,  Islay  Arg  12-26  Mar;  P‘-s  Lochan  Luing  Arg  4 Apr;  2"‘*-s  Ythan  Est.  NE  10  Jun. 
AutumnAVinter:  ad  Dingwall  H 30  Aug;  2nd-w  Musselburgh  L 22  Oct. 


Common  GvMLams  canus 

Winter/Spring:  3,000  Musselburgh  L,  2,000  Scapa  Ork  & 1,500  Barassie  Ayr  in  Jan;  12,800  Mersehead  D&G, 

2.000  Finstown  Ork,  1,800  Balemo  L & 1,200  Ruddon’s  Point  F in  Feb;  2,800  Carsebreck  P&K  & 1,000 
Kilmarnock  Clyde  in  Mar.  Best  counts  elsewhere:  820  Arg,  500  OHeb  & Bord,  138  Shet,  90  Fair  Is,  77  A&D 
Breeding:  In  Western  Scotland  levels  on  Handa  were  similar  to  those  of 1999  while  a slight  decline  was  noted  on  Sanda. 
Success  was  only  monitored  on  Eigg  at  MBP  1.33.  Shetland  had  a poor  season  with  predation  and  the  weather  causing 
the  bulk  of  the  losses  while  Orkney  had  a mixed  year  with  both  losses  and  improvements.  On  Northern  Scotland  the  Nigg 
colony  increased  to  117  pairs  with  MBP  1.15  contrasting  to  losses  at  Alness  Point  (102  to  90  pairs)  and  poor  productiv- 
ity of  0.44.  The  success  at  the  Bluemills  colony  in  North-east  Scotland  was  poor  due  to  losses  to  Fox  and  Stoat. 

Mavor  etal.  2001,  Seabird  numbers  & breeding  success  in  Britain  & Ireland,  2000,  JNCC. 

Shet  general  gloom  as  various  colonies  failed  due  to  predation  by  ferrets  & the  mid- Jun  storm;  Fair  Is  9prs 
fledged  6 young  (MBP  0.7);  Ork  c.860prs  at  6 sites  with  335prs  The  Loons  and  321prs  Birsay  Moors;  OHeb 
45  nests  in  7 sites  Lewis,  c.375  nests  at  9 sites  North  Uist,  45prs  at  2 sites  South  Uist,  15prs  Barra  & failed 
breeding  attempt  St.Kilda;  M&N  241  nests  at  7 sites  with  90prs  Dunphail  & 80prs  Dava;  NE  2,000  Bluemills, 
800  birds  Tips  of  Corsemaul  and  c.300prs  at  7 other  sites;  A&D  10  nests  Auchintaple  included  2 tree  nests  also 
50  nests  Glen  Esk;  P&K  50prs  L.Errochty;  Bord  bred  2 sites  with  85prs  Fruid  Reservoir;  Arg  l,666prs  bred  at 
47  sites  in  Mink  Study  area  with  MBP  0.64  where  Mink  were  controlled  & 0.38  where  Mink  were  not  removed, 
also  335prs  Tiree,  38  nests  Sanda  Is.,  16prs  Gunna  Is.,  13prs  Coll  reserve  & 12prs  L.Gruinart,  Islay;  Clyde  Is 
30  nests  Scoulag  Moor,  Bute;  Clyde  174prs  at  24  colonies,  max  20prs  Knocknairshill;  Ayr  35prs  at  7 sites  with 
25prs  L.Doon.  First  chicks  seen  Shet  31  May. 

AutumnAVinter:  2,000  Deemess  Ork  & 1,040  Urquhart  M&N  in  Aug;  2,050  Graemeshall  L.  Ork  during  Sep; 
9,800  West  Water  Res.  B,  2,330  Cameron  Res.  F & 1,000  Donmouth  NE  during  Oct;  13,000+  L.of  Skene  NE, 
1,600  Hule  Moss  B & 1,200  Kilry  A&D  in  Nov;  5,5,00  Portobello  L,  3,500  Tayport  F,  1,200  Kinloss  M&N  & 

1.000  Hundland  L.  Ork  in  Dec.  Best  counts  elsewhere:  830  Clyde,  800  D&G,  500  Forth,  303  Arg,  281  OHeb, 
270  Fair  Is,  68  Shet. 


Lesser  Black-backed  Gull  Larus  fuscus 

Winter/Spring:  Only  Clyde  area  holds  any  large  numbers  in  midwinter  with  80  Strathclyde  L.,  29  Queen’s  Park 
& 18  Hogganfield  L.  & 12  Baron’s  Haugh  in  Jan.  Elsewhere  Jan  birds  include:  4 Ayr,  2 D&G,  Fife,  Forth,  Loth 
& Bord  with  a single  from  Ork. 

First  returnees:  Ayr  5 Feb;  Arg  9 Feb;  Fife  & Forth  13  Feb;  A&D,  Ork  & Shet  20-22  Feb;  elsewhere  the  first 
birds  appeared  during  the  general  return  in  early  Mar  with  first  P&K  & NE  5 Mar  & OHeb  and  Bord  15-19  Mar. 
The  best  spring/summer  counts  were  390  Strathclyde  L.  & 370  West  Ferry  Clyde  4 Mar;  3,025  W (3hrs) 
Howwood  Clyde  25  Mar;  1,100  Strathclyde  Loch  6Apr;  185  Buchlyvie  Forth  1 8 Apr;  60  Carsebreck  P&K  on 
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21  Apr;  116  Easting,  North  Ronaldsay  Ork  on  28  Apr;  150  Bothwell  Water  B 5 May;  303  Silverknowes  L and 
200  Munnoch  Res.  Ayr  15  May;  120  L.Fada,  Colonsay  Arg  3 Jun;  119  Shanwell  F 18  Jun;  1-4  Mersehead  D&G 
on  3 Jul. 

Breeding:  Numbers  increased  in  South-west  Scotland  by  3%  to  905  pairs. 
The  three  largest  colonies  with  550  pairs  in  1999  increased  to  700  pairs. 
Success  at  926  nests  average  0.53,  close  to  the  199  figure.  In  South-east 
Scotland  numbers  on  the  Isle  of  May  declined  by  5%  to  1,442  nests,  a 
trend  also  seen  on  some  of  the  Forth  islands  where  there  was  a large  drop 
from  1,013  to  502 pairs. 

Mavor  et  al.  2001,  Seabird  numbers  & breeding  suceess  in  Britain  & Ireland,  2000,  JNCC. 

Shet  pr  Noss  failed,  the  first  attempt  since  1983,  absences  were  noted  at  3 former  breeding  sites;  Fair  Is  only 
7prs  bred;  Ork  120prs  Hobbister  & 104prs  Birsay  Moors;  OHeb  50prs  Achmore,  Lewis,  lOprs  North  Rona  & 
‘small  numbers’  St.Kilda;  NE  220prs  Tips  of  Corsemaul  & 6prs  Bluemills;  A&D  c.lOO  birds  at  7 sites;  P&K 
2,250prs  St.Serf’s  Is.,  L.Leven;  Is  of  May  l,442prs  is  a 5%  reduction  but  good  productivity  at  MBP  0.98  (0.4); 
Fife  llprs  Moss  Morran  & first  success  on  Kirkcaldy  roofs;  Forth  50  roof  nests  Menstrie  bonds;  Loth  230 
nests  Inchmickery,  205  nests  Bass  Rock,  179  nests  Fidra  and  bred  at  least  5 sites  Edinburgh  with  33  young  on 
New  Street  & 30  young  Longstone;  Bord  Ipr  Fast  Castle  Head;  Arg  l,095prs  at  19  sites  in  the  Mink  study 
area,  also  597  nests  Tiree,  59prs  Sanda  Is.,  9 nests  Gunna,  Is.  & 6 nests  Treshnish  Is.;  Clyde  Is  6-700  birds 
Scoulag  Moor,  c.200  birds  Ardscalpsie  & 4-500  birds  St.  Ninian’s  Point  on  Bute  with  120prs  Pladda,  Arran; 
Clyde  165  nests  at  21  colonies  was  a low  level  of  reporting;  Ayr  c.l,000prs  Horse  Is.  & 7 nests  on  Prestwick 
roofs.  First  young  fledged  Is  of  May  9 Jul. 

Autumn/Winter:  241  Doonfoot  Ayr  29  Jul;  900  Barrhead  Clyde  26  Aug;  110  Frenchman’s  Rocks  (in  3hrs),  Islay 
Arg  8 Sep;  800  East  Ferry  Clyde  and  334  Keltonbank  D&G  24-25  Sep;  160  West  Water  Res.  B on  1 Oct; 
3,900  Hule  Moss  B 5 Oct.  Last  A&D  & OHeb  17-19  Sep;  Fair  Is  25  Sep;  Shet  1 Oct;  Bord  5 Nov;  Arg  30  Nov. 
Dec  records  from  Ayr  4,  Fife  3 & singles  NE&  Forth  but  7 1 at  Queen’s  Park  14  Dec,  11  Hogganfield  L.  14  Dec, 
120  at  the  Balgray  Res.  25  Dec  & 3 Millichen  Flood  28  Dec. 

'Intermedius'  - 2 ads  Doonfoot  Ayr  25  Mar  with  singles  Musselburgh  L 26  May,  Uyeasound  Shet  15  Aug  and 
26  Sep  & Ruddon’s  Point  F 22  Oct.  6 Cramond  L 25  Nov. 


AONs 

SW  Scot 

MBP 

SE  Scot 

MBP 

2000 

905 

0.53 

1621 

0.98 

1999 

859-879 

0.52 

1519 

0.44 

1998 

790-970 

- 

1533 

0.71 

Herring  Gull  Lams  argentatus 

Winter/Spring:  Best  winter  counts  include:  6,600  Cambus  Forth,  5,000  Strathclyde  L.  Clyde;  3,100  Bimie  L.  F, 
2,778  Gullane-English  border  L/B,  2000+  Millichen  Flood  Clyde,  1 ,500  Craigluscar  F,  1 ,000  Musselburgh  L & 
1,000  Market  Stance,  Benbecula  OH  during  Jan;  5,500  Angle  Park  F,  5,000  Auchencarroch  landfill  Clyde  & 
2,200  Kilgarth  landfill  Clyde  in  Feb;  4,000  Longannet  F in  Mar;  1,700  Caerlaverock  D&G  in  Jun. 

Max  elsewhere:  NE  600  & Shet  443. 


Breeding:  In  Western  Scotland  success  at  8 colonies  controlled  for  Mink  was  MBP  1.21  from  1,647  nests,  contrasting  to 
0. 79  from  6,905  nests  at  48  colonies  where  there  was  no  control.  At  sites  where  Mink  were  known  to  be  active  things  were 
worse  with  success  as  low  as  0.33,  with  several  failing  completely.  There  was  a 22%  increase  on  Eigg  to  360AOTs  while 


Canna  had  an  11%  increase  to  1,282  AOTs  although  the  success  there  was 
poor  with  0.37  at  study  nests.  Shetland  colonies  fared  well  except  where 
there  was  an  impact  from  the  June  storm.  There  was  an  improvement  in 
numbers  at  Forvie,  St. Abbs  Head  (21%)  & Fidra  (23%)  on  North  Sea 
coasts  but  little  change  on  the  Isle  of  May  with  a 2%>  decline  to  3,067  nests. 
Productivity  there  was  near  average  at  0.64. 

Mavor  et  al.  2001,  Seabird  numbers  & breeding  success  in  Britain  & Ireland,  2000,  JNCC. 


monitored  sites 

NE 

SE 

NW 

SW 

2000 

488 

5174 

3037 

2917 

1999 

445 

4828 

2918 

2874 

1998 

575 

4458 

2995 

2893 

% change 

+9.7 

+7.2 

+4.1 

+1.5 

Shet  67prs  Noss,  MBP  0.30,  35prs  Unst  & 15prs  Foula;  Ork  c.480prs  at  7 sites  with  160prs  Birsay;  OHeb 
counts  from  6 sites;  NE  3,000  birds  Artochie;  P&K  250prs  St.Serfs  Is.,  L.Leven  & 2prs  Kercock;  Is  of  May 
3,067prs  with  MBP  0.64;  Fife  62prs  Carr  Craig  & 22prs  Haystack;  Forth  15prs  Menstrie  roofs;  Loth  1,716 
nests  Fidra,  210  Bass  Rock,  231  Inchmickery  & roof  nests  at  4 sites;  Bord  945  sites  (1,429  in  1987);  Clyde  Is 
250  nests  Pladda,  Arran;  Clyde  72prs  at  5 colonies,  with  62prs  L.  Thom;  Ayr  l,500prs  Lady  Is.,  25prs  Finnarts 
Point  &16  roof  nests  Prestwick.  First  young  Is  of  May  24  May. 

Autumn/Winter:  6,000  Lendalfoot  Ayr  during  Jul;  1 ,267  Donmouth  NE  during  Aug;  2,600  Hallydown  B in  Sep; 
3,540  Eyemouth  B & 3,000  Fair  Is  in  Oct;  1,500  at  Blackdevonmouth  Forth  & 1,350  East  Denside  A&D  in 
Nov;  5,500  Fallin  Forth,  5,000  Fair  Is,  3,360  Millichen  Flood,  3,000  Angle  Park,  2,000  Summerston  landfill 


Clyde  & 1 ,080  Bimie/Gaddon  L.  F in  Dec. 


R.D.Murray  [Ed.] 
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L a argentatus 

Winter/Spring:  2 Strathclyde  L.  Clyde  30  Jan  with  6 on  5 Feb,  9 on  12  Feb  & 1 1 on  7 Mar;  5 Greengairs  Clyde 
23  Jan  with  20  on  7 Mar  & 5 on  10  Mar;  4 Summerston  Clyde  29  Jan  with  5 on  6 Feb;  1 Heritage  Park  Clyde 
25-26  Feb  with  2 there  27  Jan-3  Feb,  1 on  26  Feb,  4 on  3 Mar  & 1 on  1 1 Mar;  3 Millichen  Flood  Clyde  5 Mar. 
Winter:  1 Musselburgh  L 12  Aug;  7 Strathclyde  Park  Clyde  9 Dec  with  5 on  12  Dec. 

* Yellow-legged  Gull  Lams  cachinnans 
L.c.michahellis 

Autumn:  ad  R.Ugie  NE  9-10  Jul;  3'^‘‘/4‘*’-w  Tayport  F 11  Aug;  ad  Strathclyde  Park  Clyde  9-13  Dec  into  2001. 
See  Lauder  & Shaw  in  Fife  Bird  Report  2000:  1 80- 181  for  an  account  of  the  Tayport  bird. 


Iceland  GuMLams  glaucoides 
Winter/Spring:  A bumper  year  with  very  large 
numbers  of  records  of  1-3  birds. 

Max  counts  6 Stornoway,  Lewis  OH  during 
Jan-Mar;  6 Lerwick  Shet  & 4 Whalsay  Shet 
during  Jan;  14MallaigH,  12  Symbister  Shet, 

11  Ullapool  H,  5 Fair  Is  & 5 Greengairs 
landfill  Clyde  in  Feb;  14  Lerwick,  13  Mallaig, 

7 Peterhead  NE,  6 Sandford  NE,  6 Strath- 
clyde L.  Clyde  & 4 Scalloway  Shet  in  Mar. 

Last  A&D  14  Mar;  High  5 Apr;  Arg  & Fife 
28-30  Apr;  Ork  2 May;  Clyde  14  May;  Ayr 
on  17  May,  Loth  21  May  with  the  latest 
Glenashdalewaterfoot,  Arran  Clyde  Is  29  May-5  Jun. 

AutumnAVinter:  reverted  to  a typical  scarce  winter.  First  NE  2 Aug;  Fair  Is  1 1 Oct;  Clyde  16  Oct;  Ayr  23  Oct; 
Fife  & NE  11-19  Nov.  Mostly  single  birds  with  3 Fraserburgh  NE  29  Oct,  by  far  the  best  total. 

Inland:  1 Turriff  NE  23-31  Jan. 

Photos  of  Mallaig  birds  in  Birding  World  13:6. 


‘Kumliens’ -type  gulls:  2"‘*-w  Balranald  OH  from  29  Jan- 16  Apr;  2"‘'-w  Market  Stance,  BenbeculaOH  on  19 
Feb-26  Mar;  ad  & Ist-w  Mallaig  H 11  Mar  with  3rd-w  there  19  Mar;  2"‘^-w  Stornoway  15  Mar;  4*-w  Market 
Stance  15  Mar.  Photo  of  sub-ad  Mallaig  bird  in  Birding  Scotland  3:139. 


Glaucous  Gull  Lams  hyperboreus 
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Winter/Spring:  Usual  wide  scatter  of  1-2  birds 
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OHeb* 
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Feb;  6 Peterhead  NE,  6 Lerwick  Shet  in  Mar. 

NE  Scot* 
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8 Verran  Is.  South  Uist  OH,  7 Baleshare 
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North  Uist  OH,  6 Croic  a Deas,  South  Uist 
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OH  & 5 Orosay,  South  Uist  OH  during  Jan- 
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1999 
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13 

19 

31 

Last  Fife  19  Mar;  Clyde  1 Apr;  Arg,  Ork  & Fair  Is  13-26  Apr;  NE  & Ayr  11  May;  A&D  28  May;  Shet  18  Jun. 
Summer  records  from  Fair  Is  in  Jul;  OHeb  & M&N  (2)  in  Aug. 

AutumnAVinter:  First  Loth  26  Sep;  then  Shet,  Ayr  & Fair  Is  2-6  Oct;  A&D,  OHeb  & Argl7-24  Oct;  Ork  & 
Clyde  21-26  Nov.  Almost  wholly  single  birds  except  14  Burrafirth  during  Nov. 

Notably  scarcer  than  Iceland  Gull  in  both  winter  periods. 

Hybrid  Herring  x Glaucous:  Ist-w  Dalmacoulter  landfill  Clyde  12  Feb;  2nd-w  Strathclyde  Park  Clyde  13  Dec. 
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Great  Black-backed  Gull  Lams  marinus 

Winter/Spring:  300  Longannet  F,  274  Speymouth  M&N,  190  Tiree  Arg,  108  Higgins  Neuk  Forth  & 103  Gullane- 
English  border  L/B  in  Jan;  505  L.Feochan  Arg,  250  Lendalfoot  Ayr  & 1 65  Lingerton  Arg  in  Mar;  500  Findhom 
Bay  M&N  in  Apr;  118  Lossie  Est.  M&N  in  May;  100  St.Kilda  OH  in  Jun. 
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Breeding:  Numbers  on  Hoy,  in  stark  contrast  with  elsewhere  in  Scotland,  decreased  drastically  showing  a 25%  drop  since 
1996  to  488  pairs.  Colonies  in  Western  Scotland  showed  18%  and  13%  increases  respectively  in  the  SW  & NW.  696 pairs 
were  found  at  73  sites  in  Clive  Craik’s  study  with  34  sites  holding  just  single  pairs. 

Productivity  was  1.17  at  677  nests  at  63  sites.  18  sites  failed  totally,  probably  due  to  Mink  predation.  Numbers  on  Sanda 
suffered  a 30%  decline  with  many  large  chicks  found  dead  after  a particularly  dry  spell.  Numbers  increased  to  89  AOTs 
on  Canna  with  MBP  1.34.  Numbers  on  Handa  and  Lunga  were  unchanged. 

56 pairs  on  Noss  reared  34  young,  MBP  0.61.  Success  on  Orkney  was  back  to 
normal  after  a very  poor  year  in  1999.  Numbers  at  Nigg  continue  to  improve 
with  149  pairs  and  MBP  2.22  while  23  pairs  on  the  Isle  of  May  represented  a 
new  peak.  Mavor  et  al.  2001,  Seabird  numbers  & breeding  success  in  Britain  & 
Ireland,  2000,  JNCC. 

Shet  59prs  at  3 sites  on  Unst,  56prs  Noss,  a slight  increase  on  ’99  with  MBP  0.6,  16prs  Foula,  also  210  ads 
Little  Harva  & 140ads  High  Holm;  Ork  134prs  Birsay  Moors,  87prs  Papa  Westray,  50prs  Hobbister  & 30ads 
Twelve-hour  Tower,  Rousay;  OHeb  5prs  Vallay,  North  Uist,  4 nests  St.Kilda;  M&N  5 nests  Findochty,  3 nests 
Portknockie  harbour  & Iroof  nest  Elgin;  P&K  2prs  St.Serf’s  Is.,  L.Leven;  Is  of  May  23prs  bred;  Fife  I nest 
Inchcolm;  Loth  3 nests  Craigleith  with  single  nests  Bass  Rock  & The  Lamb;  Bord  3prs  but  just  1 failed  nested; 
Arg  131prs  Tiree,  64prs  Lunga  , bred  on  4 other  Treshnish  Is.,  38prs  Sanda  Is.  (54)  but  mortality  was  high, 
llprs  Gunna  Is.  and  4prs  Coll  reserve;  Clyde  Is  llprs  on  Pladda,  Arran;  Clyde  12  nests  L.Thom  & 2 nests 
Greenock  roofs;  Ayr  c.200prs  Lady  Is,  43prs  Horse  Is,  pr  with  br2  Hunterston.  First  young  seen  Is  of  May  17 
May. 

AutumnAVinter:  734  St.Cyrus  NE,  734  Kinnaber  A&D  & 500  Copinsay  Ork  in  Jul;  1,200  Ythan  shore  NE, 
1 ,200  L.of  Strathbeg  NE,  1 ,000  Inverugie  NE,  650  Goosepools  F & 650  Speymouth  during  Aug;  645  Lossie  Est., 
428  Ballantrae-Croy  Ayr,  340  Add  Est.  Arg,  200  Foula  Shet  & 200  Lunan  Bay  A&D  in  Sep;  2,300  Noss  Hill 
Shet,  2,000  Fair  Is,  550  Spiggie  Shet,  288  Culbin  Bay  M&N,  174  West  Water  Res.  B & 154  L.Crinan  Arg  in 
Oct;  243  L.Feochan,  145  North  Ronaldsay  Ork,  144  Tiree,  140  Caerlaverock  D&G  & 115  L.of  Tankemess 
Ork  in  Nov;  185  Widewall  Bay  Ork  in  Dec.  Possible  GBB  x Glaucous  hybrid  Croic  a Deas,  South  Uist  OH  in 
Mar. 


SW 

NW 

Shet 

NScot 

2000 

371 

185 

56 

139 

1999 

294 

164 

51 

134 

1998 

315 

182 

55 

104 

% change 

+18 

+13 

+10 

+4 

* Ross’s  Gull  Rhodostethia  rosea 

Winter:  ad  Westing,  Unst  Shet  9 Jan.  At  least  the  Shetland  record. 

Photo  in  Shetland  Bird  Report  2000:  frontispiece. 


Black-legged  Kittiwake  (Kittiwake)  Rissa  tridactyla 

Winter/Spring:  Flocks:  380  Red  Head  A&D  during  Mar;  160  Dalmeny  L during  Apr;  750  Birsay  Bay  Ork  in 
May;  1 ,000  Kiloran  Bay,  Colonsay  Arg  & 800  Mersehead  D&G  in  Jun. 

Movements:  240  (2hrs)  Tumberry  Point  Ayr  8 Jan;  150/hr  Skipness  Arg  22  Jan;  1,500/hr  RubhaArdvule,  South 
Uist  OH  & 250/hr  Aird  an  Runair,  North  Uist  OH  29  Jan;  220E  Ruddon’s  Point  F 20  Feb;  41 1/hr  Aird  an  Runair 
21  Apr.  Peak  rates  for  Peterhead  NE  were  4,100/hr  during  both  Apr  & May. 

Breeding:  Limited  surveys  in  Shetland  suggest  the  local  population  continues  to  decline.  Full  surveys  on  Fair  Isle  revealed 
8,175  pairs,  a 30%  drop  since  1997,  while  Noss  had  a 17%  decline  since  1998  to  2,395  pairs.  Foula  also  registered  a 
decline  of  11%  since  1999.  Declines  also  were  found  on  Orkney  with  a 35%  drop  since  1997  at  Mull  & Costa  Heads. 
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North  Sea  coasts  fared  better  with  a 6%  increase  at  Forvie 
and  numbers  at  St.  Abbs  Head  rising  to  11,077  nests  from 
9,576  in  1999.  Numbers  also  rose  on  the  Isle  of  May 
(+10%)  while  the  Forth  islands  showed  a 14%  increase 
on  1999.  Numbers  also  rose  on  Canna  but  showed  a 60% 
drop  on  Rum  since  1999.  Productivity  on  Shetland  at  0.48 
was  far  lower  than  the  0. 74  of 1999,  the  June  storm  being 
blamed.  Sheltered  colonies  fared  much  better  as  on  Fair 


Isle  where  1.15  was  reached.  Fortunes  were  mixed  on  Orkney  ranging  from  a below  average  0.55  on  Rousay  to  1.35  on 
Mull  Head.  North  Sea  coasts  had  a better  year  although  only  average  at  North  Sutor  at  0.52.  North-east  coasts  with  0. 77 
at  Forvie,  0.82  at  Bullers  of  Buchan  & 0.98  at  Fowlsheugh  did  well.  The  season  was  favourable  on  Isle  of  May  with  an 
early  .start  and  only  8%  of  started  nests  not  being  completed.  At  0.89 productivity  was  the  highest  since  1989.  St. Abbs  Head 
had  an  above  average  season  at  0.80  while  Dunbar  managed  1. 14,  the  highest  value  there  since  1992.  Mavor  et  al.  2001, 


Seabird  numbers  & breeding  success  in  Britain  & Ireland,  2000,  JNCC. 

Shet  2,395prs  Noss  (17%  drop  on  ’98),  1 ,982prs  Foula  & 1 76  nests  at  3 other  sites,  an  estimate  of 9,600prs  was 
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made  for  Shet,  a massive  decline  since  the  36,500prs  in  1981,  the  breeding  season  was  poor  with  production 
varying  between  0.00  at  Westerwick  & 0.68  at  Noness;  Fair  Is  8,175  nests  (30%  decline  since  1997)  but  with 
another  good  year  for  production  with  MBP  1.15,  some  recovery  should  be  discemable  in  4 years  or  so,  adult 
overwinter  survival  also  improved  with  77%  survival;  Ork  476  nests  noted  at  3 sites  but  only  moderate  produc- 
tivity at  Rousay,  up  to  200  unfledged  young  Marwick  Head  in  early  Aug  suggests  late  laying  or  food  shortages; 
OHeb  5,511prs  Mingulay  & Bemeray  (-36%  since  ‘87),  3,886prs  St.Kiida  (-50%  since  ’87)  & l,206prs  Sula 
Sgeir  (+13%  since  ’87);  M&N  384prs  Covesea  (320)  & 104prs  Portknockie  (69);  Is  of  May  4,618  nests 
(+11%)  with  a good  MBP  of  0.97,  the  best  since  1989;  Fife  365  nests  Inchkeith  & 111  nests  Inchcolm;  Loth 
c.  1,000  nests  Bass  Rock,  539  nests  Craigleith,  343  Fidra  & 132  The  Lamb;  Bord  18,739  nests  Berwickshire 
coast  (23,094  in  ‘87)  was  a long-term  drop  which  contrasted  to  the  16%  recovery  at  St. Abbs  Head  with  1 l,077prs 
over  the  1999  count  where  productivity  was  good  at  MBP  0.80;  Arg  8 1 5prs  Lunga,  Treshnish  Is  & 1 8prs  Sanda 
Is;  D&G  7 nests  Meikle  Ross.  First  young  seen  Bord  9 Jun;  Is  of  May  13  Jun. 

AutumnAVinter:  Flocks:  5,000  Kirmaber  A&D  & 4,500  St.Cyrus  NE  in  Jul;  774  Girdleness  NE,  650  Burghead 
M&N  & 595  Ythan  shore  NE  in  Aug;  4,000  Fife  Ness  F,  1,900  Goosepools  F & 1,000  Eyemouth  B in  Sep. 
Movements;  400/hr  Lossiemouth  M&N  1 Sep;  652  (45  mins)  Pettycur  F 2 Sep;  100/hr  Brough  of  Birsay  Ork 
10  Sep;  470  Lossiemouth  (30  mins)  on  14  Sep;  723/hr  Fife  Ness  on  18  Sep;  190/hrBalevulin,Tiree  Argon5  Oct; 
950  (5hrs)  Machrihanish  Arg  10  Oct;  713/hr  Copinsay  Pass  Ork  20  Oct;  500/hr  Sumburgh  Head  Shet  27  Oct; 
350  (2.5hrs)  Tumberry  29  Oct;  The  peak  rate  for  Peterhead  was  1,200/hr  during  Oct. 

Inland:  1 Hogganfield  L.  Clyde  9 Feb  with 
ad  there  14  Apr;  L*-w  Maybole  Ayr  14  Mar. 


* Ivory  Gull  Pagophila  eburnea 
Winter:  P'-w  North  Tolsta,  Lewis  OH  9 Jan, 
later  seen  Stornoway  & Ranish,  Lewis  OH 
10-18  Jan;  P*-w  Ardnave  Point,  Islay  Arg 
23-24  Jan. 

Possibly  the  same  bird.  4‘^  record  for  Ar- 
gyll & 6‘^  record  for  Outer  Hebrides. 

For  account  of  the  Outer  Hebrides  bird  see  Wemyss  in 
Birding  Scotland  3:74  with  Binding  Scotland  3(2):  cover 
for  photo. 

* Gull-billed  Tern  Sterna  nilotica 
Autumn:  1 L.Bee,  South  Uist  OH  14-16  Jul. 
Second  record  for  Outer  Hebrides. 

See  Shaw  in  Birding  Scotland  3:  156-157  for  an  ac- 
count of  this  bird,  photo  in  Birding  World  13:265. 

Sandwich  Tern  Sterna  sandvicensis 
Winter/Spring:  First  Rattray  NE  1 9 Mar.  Then 
Loth  on  23  Mar;  M&N  and  Ayr  on  25  Mar; 
Ork  28  Mar;  Bord,  D&G,  Arg,  Clyde  Is  and 
Fife  2-8  Apr;  A&D,  Clyde  and  Is  of  May 


Outer  Hebrides  Bird  Report 

on  11-21  Apr;  OHeb  & Forth  1-3  May  but  not  reaching  Fair  Is  & Shet  until  22-25  May. 

Flocks;  20  Carnoustie  A&D  & 15  Kingston  M&N  25  Apr;  15  Ballantrae  Ayr  29  Apr;  120  L.Ryan  D&G  1 Jun. 


Breeding:  70  pairs  returned  to  Loch  Ryan.  Flooding  on  the  nesting  island  on  the  Loch  of  Strathbeg prevented  breeding 
there  although  some  moved  to  the  Sands  of  Forvie  where  numbers  doubled.  Increases  were  also  seen  on  the  Isle  of  May 
where  about  300  pairs  bred.  Overall  productivity  at  3 Scottish  colonies  was  1. 1 1 with  62  young  fledging  at  Loch  Ryan, 
despite  losses  to  flooding.  Forvie  had  an  excellent  season  with  MBP  1.29,  the  highest-ever  there.  255  fledged  on  the  Isle 
of  May.  Mavor  et  al.  2001 , Seabird  numbers  & breeding  success  in  Britain  & Ireland,  2000,  JNCC. 

Ork  90  nests  Liddel,  South  Ronaldsay  with  3-4prs  at  2 sites  Papa  Westray  & prs  North  Ronaldsay;  NE  524prs 
Sands  of  Forvie  with  MCS  1 .49  & 678  fledglings  (MBP  1 .29),  the  high  numbers  there  attributable  to  flooding  at 
Strathbeg;  Is  of  May  c.300prs  fledged  255  young.  First  young  fledged  Is  of  May  15  Jul,  first  seen  Fife  16  Jul. 
Autumn/Winter:  Flocks:  400  St.Cyrus  Bay  NE,  400  Kirmaber  A&D  in  Jul;  a record  2,300  birds  Aberlady  L, 
2,026  North  Forth  WeBS,  980  Musselburgh  L,  7 1 9 Tony  Bay  F,  520  Goosepools  F,  500  Kinghom  F,  434  Y than 
shores  NE,  400  Broomfield  football  pitch,  Montrose  A&D,  400  Blackness  Forth  & 200  L.Ryan  during  Aug; 
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525  Burntisland  F,  180  Girdleness  NE  & 158  Ardmore  shore  Clyde  in  Sep. 

Movements:  19S  (2hrs)  Cloch  Point  Clyde  18  Aug  lOON  St. Abbs  Head  B on  2 1 Aug;  940  (3hrs)  Murcar  NE  on 
27  Aug;  55E  (2hrs)  Strathlene  M&N  2 Sep.  Last  Shet  & OHeb  13-20  Aug;  D&G,  Fair  Is,  Clyde,  Clyde  Is  & 
Bord  21-30  Sep;  M&N,  NE,  Ayr  & Ork  4-8  Oct;  70  Elliot  A&D  10  Oct;  Arg  & Fife  10-14  Oct;  Loth  27  Oct. 
The  latest  birds  were  2 North  Queensferry  F on  5 Nov. 

Inland:  2 R.Clyde  in  Glasgow  Clyde  26  Jul  with  IW  there  28  Aug  & 2W  on  30  Aug;  1 Reston  B 23  Sep. 


Roseate  Tern  Sterna  dougallii 

Spring:  First  Seafield,  Annan  D&G  2 May;  Is  of  May  15  May;  1 Anstruther  F 22  May;  1 Musselburgh  L 6 Jun. 
Breeding:  Things  were  more  promising  in  Eastern  Scotland  with  the  highest  numbers  of pairs  since  1993  at  3 colonies.  At 
one  of  the  sites  however  there  were  significant  losses  at  the  laying  stage  in  early  June  and  only  four  young  fledged.  Mavor 
et  al.  2001,  Seabird  numbers  & breeding  success  in  Britain  & Ireland,  2000,  JNCC. 

A&D  pr  noted  Jun  at  a new  site,  3 eggs  were  laid  but  female  vanished;  Fife  & Is  of  May  12-13  AONs  at  2 sites 
continues  the  gradual  increase,  11  nests  at  the  Fife  site  had  just  4 chicks  hatched,  but  all  fledged  while  on  the 
Isle  of  May  a single  pair  laid  but  later  abandoned,  however  at  least  Ipr  & 3 others  prospected  nest  boxes  later  in 
the  season,  2 of  the  birds  carrying  rings  which  might  have  originated  from  Rockabill,  Ireland. 

Autumn:  3 Port  Edgar  L 27  Jun;  1 Montrose  Basin  A&D  20  Jun;  1 Montrose  A&D  27  Jun;  1 Coot  L.,  Benbecula 
OH  2 Jul;  last  Is  of  May  & 1 Sands  of  Forvie  NE  5 Jul;  1 Bewan,  North  Ronaldsay  Ork  7 Jul;  juv  Arbroath 
A&D  24  Jul;  IN  Barry  Buddon  A&D  18  Aug;  3 Leven  F 20  Aug.  There  was  a run  of  10  sightings  at  Kinghom 
F 29  Jul- 16  Sep,  max  2E/3W  on  21  Aug  & 4E/4W  on  15  Sep. 


Common  Tern  Sterna  hirundo 

Spring:  First  10  Tarbat  Ness  H 2 Apr;  Tobermory,  Mull  Arg  6 Apr;  Is  of  May  17  Apr;  Loth,  Fife,  OHeb,  Shet, 
Ork  & NE  2 1 -24  Apr;  Forth  & D&G  28-30  Apr;  P&K,  A&D,  Ayr,  Fair  Is,  Clyde,  Clyde  Is  & Bord  2-8  May.  Best 
spring  counts:  84  Grangemouth  Docks  Forth  11  May;  20  Hunterston  Ayr  21  May;  30  L.Ryan  D&G  1 Jun. 
Breeding:  1,219  nests  at  19  colonies  in  Clive  Craik’s  study  area  compared  to  1,198  at  14  sites  in  1999.  Numbers  were  up 
on  the  Treshnish  Is.  from  2 to  63  pairs.  In  N. Scotland  there  were  no  birds  at  McDermott’s  shipyard  but  2,203  pairs  bred  at 
Nigg,  the  highest for  5 years.  Numbers  fell  in  the  North-east  with  a decline  at  Strathbeg.  Numbers  were  stable  in  the  South- 
east with  a decline  of  25%  on  the  Isle  of  May  matched 
by  an  increase  at  Leith  Docks  from  518  to  690  pairs. 
The  Mink  study  area  in  Western  Scotland  showed  less 
clear-cut  contrast  between  controlled  and  uncontrolled 
areas  due  to  Otter  predation  at  two  sites.  Flooding 
caused  problems  at  two  other  sites  in  South-west  Scot- 
land. Breeding  success  was  high  at  Nigg  for  the  third 
year  but  disturbance  at  Alness  led  to  just  45  flying  from 
245  pairs.  Success  in  North-east  was  low  with  preda- 
tion and  weather  to  blame.  The  St.Fergus  colony  had  just  1 7 young  flying  from  118  pairs  while  at  Strathbeg  1 7 fledged 
from  84  pairs.  Long  Craig  in  the  South-east  managed  about  1.0  while  a mixed  colony  on  the  Isle  of  May  fledged  0.33 
‘commies  ’.  Mavor  et  al.  2001,  Seabird  numbers  & breeding  success  in  Britain  & Ireland,  2000,  JNCC. 

Shet  5prs  Hermaness  reared  4 juvs,  4prs  Fetlar  reared  1 juv;  Fair  Is  3prs  fledged  2 young;  Ork  4prs  Deemess  & 
single  pairs  at  4 other  sites;  OHeb  2-30  birds  noted  4 sites  North  Uist,  1 site  Benbecula  & 4 sites  South  Uist;  High 
2 1 Oprs  fledged  1 young  Alness  Point,  203prs  fledged  264  young  Nigg,  69prs  fledged  66  young  Avoch ; M&N  21 
birds  islands  on  lower  Spey,  1 pr  Fochabers,  2pr  Mundole,  3prs  L.Spynie  & prs  Drynachan  Lodge  & Aberlour;  NE 
31prs  Sands  of  Forvie  raised  34  young  (MBP  1.1)  from  MCS  2.74,  prs  & single  noted  5 inland  sites;  A&D  62 
present  at  a mixed  roof  colony  in  Montrose  with  2 1 incubating  birds  from  which  1 6 fledged;  P&K  seen  3 lochs  & 
on  R.Tay,  4prs  bred  Kercock  but  nonefledged;  Is  of  May  303  clutches  had  399  fledglings,  MBP  0.33,  probably  an 
underestimate;  Fife  75prs  at  un-named  site  was  33%  decrease  on  ’99,  112  nests  at  another  site  suffered  distur- 
bance in  Jun  with  245  eggs  hatching  108  young  but  fledging  just  74  young,  60prs  Rosyth  Docks  & c.25prs  central 
Fife  coast  had  20  juvs;  Forth  1 14prs  Grangemouth  Docks;  Loth  690  nests  Leith  Docks;  Arg  14prs  bred  on 
mussel-raft  L.Creran,  fledging  19  young,  71prs  & 44  others  Colonsay  & Gunna,  63prs  Treshnish  Is.,  41prs  Tiree, 
93prs  at  6 colonies  in  Kintyre,  7prs  Big  Scone,  Machrihanish;  Clyde  15  prs  Bowling;  Ayr  12  nests  Hunterston,  pr 
Ballantrac;  D&G  14prs  Wigtown  Bay,  6prs  Cardoness  & pr  Mochrum  L.. 

Autumn:  1 90  Sgeir  an  Eirionnaich,  Treshnish  Is.  Arg  1 Jul;  100  L.of  Strathbeg  NE  3 Jul;  120  Balcomie  Bay  F 24 
Jul;  90  Taycock  A&D  on  27  Jul;  220  Montrose  Basin  A&D  on  4 Aug;  300  North  Queensferry  F on  22  Aug;  390 
Goosepools  F 9 Aug.  Last  P&K  24  Jul;  Clyde,  Ork  & OHeb  13-24  Aug;  Arg,  Bord,  Shet  & NE  22-30  Sep;  M&N 
5 Oct;  Fife  14  Oct;  juv  Lunan  Bay  A&D  23  Oct;  latest  single  Arbroath  A&D  26  Oct  & 1 Nov. 
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Arctic  Tern  Sterna  paradisaea 

Spring:  First  Rubha  nan  Ron,  North  Uist  OH  8 Apr;  then  M&N  16  Apr;  Arg,  Ork  & Fife  22-23  Apr;  Shet  & 
Clyde  28-29  Apr;  A&D,  Clyde  Is,  Fair  Is  & NE  3-7  May. 

Best  spring  counts:  141N  (3hrs)  Tumberry  Point  Ayr  1 May;  ‘hundreds’  Whalsay  Shet  4 May;  25  Sgeir  na 
Sgarbh,  Islay  Arg  9 May;  33E  Anstruther  F 1 1 May;  2,600  Fair  Is  28  May; 

Breeding:  Away  from  the  N.Isles  numbers  generally  increased.  In  Western  Scotland  361  pairs  at  14  sites  compared  to  1 75 
pairs  at  13  sites  in  1999.  Numbers  at  7 sites  in  South-west  Scotland  suffered  a 8%  decline  with  the  largest  fall  on  the 
Treshnish  Islands,  down  from  153  pairs  to  2 pairs.  There  was  a 80%  increase  however  at  3 sites  in  North-west  Scotland 


with  a record  130  pairs  on  Eigg.  In  North  Scotland  numbers  recovered  somewhat  but  fell  slightly  in  the  North-east  mainly 
due  to  a 43%>  drop  at  St. Fergus  to  184 pairs.  This  was  balanced  by  a corresponding  50%  increase  at  Kinloss  to  223  pairs. 
Numbers  in  South-east  Scotland  were  at  their  highest  ever  mainly  due  to  a 23%>  increase  on  the  Isle  of  May  to  908  pairs. 


Most  of  the  successful  production  in  South-west  Scotland 
was  centred  on  the  Mink-free  islands  of  Fladda  <Sl  Ormsa 
where  361  pairs  managed  0.70,  allowing  no  comparison 
with  areas  with  Mink.  Rat  and  Buzzard  predation  caused 
problems  on  Eigg  where  130  pairs  fledged  just  15  young. 
Although  the  Nigg  colony  had  a very  good  year  there  was 
complete  failure  at  McDermott’s  yard  and  at  Alness. 
Success  was  also  poor  at  North-east  sites.  The  Isle  of  May 
managed  0.33  ‘commies’  in  a mixed  colony. 
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Mavor  et  al.  2001,  Seabird  numbers  & breeding  success  in  Britain  & Ireland,  2000,  JNCC. 

Shet  large-scale  failures  due  to  the  Jun  storm  with  2,000prs  Dalsetter  fledged  just  50-100  young,  850prs  Foula, 
247  ads  in  9 colonies  Scalloway  isles  only  fledged  2 young,  200prs  Skerries  failed,  c.200prs  in  1 1 colonies  Papa 
Stour  fledged  49  young,  1 57prs  Uyea,  98prs  Fetlar  all  failed,  30prs  Whalsay  failed,  one  of  the  worst  years  in  the 
last  decade;  Fair  Is  l,251prs  fledged  1,000  young  (MBP  0.80);  Ork  15,208prs  in  full  census  with  c.l,500prs 
Noup  Cliffs,  Westray;  OHeb  ‘several  hundred’  prs  The  Reef,  Lewis  was  deserted  after  Jun  storm,  180  birds  at 
1 site  Bemeray,  c.lOOprs  & c.l50  birds  at  4 sites  North  Uist,  c.25prs  fledged  a few  young  L.Mor,  Benbecula, 
c.245prs  at  4 sites  South  Uist,  8prs  North  Rona  & c.300prs  Monach  Is.;  M&N  c.2 1 5prs  at  Kinloss  fledged  c.40 
young,  21  nests  Garmouth  viaduct  & 1-3  prs  at  3 other  sites;  NE  76prs  Sands  of  Forvie  fledged  26  young  (MBP 
0.34)  from  MCS  2.04;  A&D  c.46prs  on  Montrose  roof  colony  fledged  c.59  young;  Is  of  May  908  clutches  had 
MBP  0.33;  Fife  1 nest  NE  Fife  failed;  Arg  370prs  bred  at  13  sites  with  360prs  at  10  sites  fledging  250  young 
(MB)  0.69),  470prs  Tiree,  374  birds  & 28prs  at  various  sites  on  Islay,  201prs  & 50  others  Colonsay,  202  birds 
Jura,  30prs  Colonsay  & Gunna,  4prs  Gigha  & Big  Scone;  Clyde  Is  6prs  W coast  Arran,  4prs  Pladda;  Clyde 
2prs  Bowling;  Ayr  2prs  bred  successfully  Ballantrae.  First  fledged  OHeb  2 Jul;  Is  of  May  4 Jul;  M&N  29  Jul. 
Autumn:  86N  Peterhead  NE  16  Jul;  100  Gunna  Sound  Arg  28  Jul;  70  Girdleness  NE  30  Jul;  167  L.of  Strathbeg 
NE  6 Aug;  1 ,600  Goosepools  F 7 Aug;  100  Montrose  Basin  A&D  20  Aug.  Last  A&D,  Fife  & Bord  10-23  Sep; 
Clyde,  Shet,  Arg  & NE  2-12  Oct;  Fair  Is  21  Oct;  Ork  24  Oct;  1 Griminish  Point,  North  Uist  OH  26  Oct. 
Inland:  1 Lindean  Res.  B 3 May;  1 Kinnordy  A&D  15  Jul. 


Little  Tern  Sterna  albifrons 

Spring:  First  South  Ford,  South  Uist  OH  1 7 Apr;  then  Fife  & Arg  19  Apr;  NE  21  Apr;  A&D  3 May;  Ork  & Ayr 
15-22  May.  Best  counts:  5 Port  Charlotte,  Islay  Arg  on  30  Apr;  14  Corran  Goulaby,  North  Uist  OH  on  6 May; 
6 Knockangle  Point,  Islay  Arg  1 3 May;  22  Donmouth  NE  in  May;  24  The  Braigh,  Lewis  OH  mid- Jun. 
Breeding:  Only  3 pairs  bred  on  Orkney,  2 less  than  in  1999.  At  14  colonies  in  the  rest  of  Scotland  there  was  an  18% 
decline  with  the  largest  drops  at  Forvie  & on  Gunna,  Tiree.  However  while  suffering  a 50%o  drop  at  Forvie  to  51  pairs, 
numbers  there  were  still  double  that  of  the  1985-99  period.  Numbers  dwindled  further  in  the  South-east  with  just  2 pairs 
at  1 site.  Overall  success  was  average  at  0.39  with  Forvie  well  below  the  1998/99  levels.  Elsewhere  10  flew  from  33  pairs 
on  Tiree  & 2 sites  had  5 fledging  from  8 nests  in  Northern  Scotland.  Only  1 chick  fledged  on  Orkney. 

Mavor  et  al.  200 1 , Seabird  numbers  & breeding  success  in  Britain  & Ireland,  2000,  JNCC. 

Ork  3prs  bred  at  2 sites  in  the  southern  isles;  OHeb  5 Iprs  at  4 sites  Bemeray  to  North  Uist,  103ads+27  juvs  at 
one  site  South  Uist;  High  3prs  fledged  3 young  Brora;  M&N  2prs  reared  4 young;  NE  5 Iprs  Sands  of  Forvie 
raised  19  young  (MBP  0.37)  from  MCS  2.02;  Fife  no  breeding  attempts,  the  first  blank  since  1991 ; Arg  53  nests 
Tiree,  44  birds  at  various  sites  on  Coll,  17prs  & 3 others  Islay,  3prs  Gunna  Is.,  2prs  & 1 other  Colonsay;  D&G 
5 L.Ryan  but  no  confirmed  breeding. 

Autumn:  8 Eden  Est.  F 28  Jul  was  the  only  notable  count.  Last  birds  A&D,  Ayr  & Ork  11-23  Jul;  OHeb  & Arg 
on  7-8  Aug;  Fife  22  Aug;  NE  24  Aug;  with  last  1 Brodick,  Arran  Clyde  Is  27  Aug. 
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Bird-days 

May 

Jun 

Jul 

Aug 

Sep 

Oct 

Total 

Black  Tern  Chlidonias  niger 

N Scot 

- 

- 

- 

1 

2 

- 

3 

No  spring  records. 

NE  Scot 

- 

- 

- 

3 

2 

2 

6 

Autumn:  1 Gunna  Sound.  Tiree  Arg  26  Jul;  1 Cove 

E/C  Scot 
SE  Scot 

“ 

“ 

7 

1 

5 

1 

12 

2 

NE  6 & 1 1 Aug;  ads  Kinghom  1 6 & 2 1 Aug , 2 there 

W Scot 

_ 

1 

6 

7 

18  Aug;  IN  Collieston  NE  20  Aug;  2S  Fife  Ness  F 

SW  Scot 

- 

- 

- 

2 

1 

- 

3 

22  Aug;  ad  Goosepools  F 28  Aug;  2 juvs  flew  S 

2000 

0 

0 

1 

14 

17 

2 

33 

Tumberry  Point  Ayr  & 1 juv  Musselburgh  L 27  Aug; 

1999 

1998 

2 

4 

1 

3 

3 

10 

1799 

42 

1003 

109 

0 

0 

2976 

51 

2 ads  L.Fleet  H and  1 juv  Musselburgh  on  2 Sep; 
juv  Machrihanish  Arg  and  1 juv  Stevenston  Point 

Ayr  on  6 Sep;  juv  Frenchman’s  Rocks,  Islay  Arg  14  Sep;  2 Is  of  May  15  Sep;  ad  Kinghom  17  Sep;  2 The 
Meetings  Clyde  20  Sep;  juv  Tower  Pool  NE  20  Sep- 12  Oct;  juv  L.Gruinart,  Islay  Arg  21  Sep;  ad  Lunan  Water 
A&D  on  23-24  Sep;  P-w  E Lossiemouth  M&N  24  Sep;  IS  Fife  Ness  24  Sep;  1 Aird  Meadow-Castle  Semple 
L.  Clyde  25  Sep;  IW  Covesea  M&N  5 Oct. 


Common  Guillemot  (Guillemot)  Uria  aalge 
Winter/Spring:  174  Ceann  a’  Mhara,  Tiree  Arg  & 
148  Blackness  Forth  in  Jan;  160  north  Bressay- 
Kirkabister  shore  Shet  in  Feb  where  low  mortality 
of  217  birds  (11%  oiled)  in  Beached  Bird  Survey 
(367,  4%  oiled  in  ’99);  185  Eyemouth  B on  6 Apr; 
1 ,000  Costa  Head  Ork  1 5 Apr;  250+  Mull  of  Gallo- 
way D&G  30  Apr;  140  Silvercraigs  Arg  16  May. 
Movements:  780W  (30mins)  Kinghom  F on  15  Jan; 
2 1 8/hr  North  Ronaldsay  Ork  in  May;  568  Ruddon’s 
Point  F on  21  May;  4,600/hr  Eyemouth  3 Jun;  200E 
Fife  Ness  F 4 Jun. 

Breeding:  Sample  counts  at  Sumburgh  Head  increased 
significantly  (+ 1 7%)  for  the  second  year  with  other,  less  strong,  increases  seen  elsewhere  on  Shetland  & Fair  Isle  with  the 
whole-colony  count  on  Foula  rising  by  11%  to  41,435  birds.  A decrease  was  recorded  at  Hermaness  (-22%)  since  1996. 
Numbers  on  Orkney  were  3.8%  higher  than  in  1997  with  increases  at  all  plots  but  especially  at  Mull  Head  (+5%)  where 
the  whole  colony  count  showed  a 24%  increase  since  1991.  Costa  Head  had  risen  29%  since  1985.  Numbers  were  also  up 
on  Handa  & SE  Rum. 


White-winged  Black  Tern 

Stuart  Rivers 
Fife  Bird  Report 


* White-winged  Black  Tern 

Chlidonias  leucopterus 

Spring:  ad  Cambee  Res.  F 5 & 7 Jun;  ad  L.nam 
Feithean,  North  Uist  OH  8-15  Jun  & L.Paible,  North 
Uist  OH  9 Jun;  ad  Aith,  Fetlar  Shet  18  Jun;  ad  L.of 
Rummie,  Sanday  Ork  21-23  Jun. 

Autumn:  juv  Newark  Bay  Ork  1 8-2 1 Nov  was  ex- 
tremely late. 

3''^  for  Outer  Hebrides,  4‘^  record  for  Shetland 
& 5'*  record  for  Fife. 


In  South-east  Scotland  numbers  on  the  Isle  of  May  increased  by  25%  to  25,045  birds,  back  in  line  with  pre-1999  numbers 
where  poor  attendance  is  thought  to  have  caused  the  drop.  Sample  plots  increased  significantly  on  the  May  (+33%)  and 
St. Abbs  Head  (+37%)  since  1999  and  large  increases  were  also  seen  on  the  Bass  Rock  (+47%),  Craigleith  (+68%)  c& 
Fidra  (+  71%)  although  there  was  a decline  on  The  Lamb  of  33%. 

North  Sutor  showed  better  success  at  0.61  although  still 
below  average  (0.72),  similar  to  the  Isle  of  May  at  0.73 
(mean  0. 78+ ).  Fledging  weights  were  better  here,  closer  to 
the  long  term  mean  and  chicks  losses  had  dropped  to  just 
8%  (19%  in  ’99).  Mull  Head  had  good  success  with  MBP 
0. 79  but  Marwick  Head  was  below  average  at  0.68  (mean 
0. 73).  The  Shetland  season  was  badly  hit  at  Sumburgh  with 
8-9,000 young  being  washed  off  the  cliffs  in  the  June  storm. 
Productivity  on  sheltered  Fair  Isle  sites  was  good  at  0. 75  as  it  was  on  Handa  at  0. 74. 

Mavor  et  al.  2001,  Seabird  numbers  & breeding  success  in  Britain  & Ireland,  2000,  JNCC. 


% population  change 
1998  1999  1997 

1998 

MBP 

1999 

2000 

Shet 

-3 

+3 

+2.9 

0.50 

0.67 

0.75 

Ork 

-10 

+23 

- 

0.67 

- 

0.69 

NScot 

- 

- 

- 

0.78 

0.52 

0.61 

NWScot 

-3 

+5 

+3 

0.65 

- 

NEScot 

-5 

-7 

+1 

- 

- 

- 

SE  Scot 

-12 

-8 

+35 

0.77 

0.66 

0.73 
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Shet  significant  increases  in  sample  plots  of +14.6%  at  Troswick  Head  & +16.5%  at  Sumburgh  Head,  counts  of 
41,435  birds  Foula,  10,439  birds  Hermaness  (-22%  on  ’96  figures),  the  storm  of  13  Jun  washed  away  c.8,500 
chicks  on  the  west  side  of  Sumburgh  Head,  seriously  impacting  production;  Fair  Is  MBP  0.77  was  good  in  areas 
sheltered  from  the  Jun  storm;  Ork  MBP  varied  from  0.19  on  Papa  Westray  to  0.79  at  Mull  Head;  OHeb 
32,590  Mingulay  & Bemeray  (+6%  on  85-87  figures),  23,457  St.Kilda  (+3%)  & 20,877  Sula  Sgeir  (- 1 8%);  Is  of 
May  27,045  birds  (+25%  on  ’99  mostly  due  to  poor  attendance  in  ’99),  probably  representing  a 6%  real  increase 
in  breeding  pairs,  MBP  was  below  average  at  0.73;  Fife  73prs  Inchkeith;  Bord  estimated  44,636  birds  on 
Berwickshire  coast  (using  ‘98  figure  for  St. Abbs),  a 52%  increase  on  1987  with  a 37%  increase  on  plots  at 
St. Abbs  Head;  Arg  8,349  birds  Lunga  & 3,290  Sanda  Is.;  D&G  250  birds  Meikle  Ross. 

AutumnAVinter:  Movements:  277  Mclnroy’s  Point- Wemyss  Point  Clyde  19  Aug;  600/hr  Eyemouth  23  Sep; 
262/hr  North  Ronaldsay  in  Oct;  250+  (4hrs)  Tumberry  Point  Ayr  25  Oct.  206  found,  mostly  P‘-w,  in  Shet 
Beached  Bird  Survey,  1%  oiled  (33  & 15%  in  ‘99). 

Inland:  1 Kinnordy  A&D  22  Sep;  1 Perth  P&K  & 1 Eammouth  P&K  12  Nov;  1 Airthrey  Forth  14  & 26  Nov, 
found  dead  7 Dec. 


* Brunnich’s  Guillemot  Uria  lomvia 

Winter:  1 freshly  dead  at  Scapa  Flow  Ork  21  Dec.  Skin  now  in  National  Museum  of  Scotland. 


* Razorbill  yl/ca  torda 

Winter/Spring:  620  (2hrs)  Tumberry  Point  Ayr  8 Jan;  23  north  Bressay  to  Kirkabister  Shet  22  Feb;  200  Red 
Head  A&D  16  Mar;  46  Ruddon’s  Point  F 30  Mar;  115  St.Kilda  OH  9 Apr;  275/hr  Eyemouth  B 12  Jun. 
Breeding:  Numbers  at  sample  plots  on  Shetland  varied  between  sites,  mostly  non-significantly.  A whole-colony  count  at 
Hermaness  showed  a 27%  increase  to  1,343  birds  since  1994  while  Fair  Isle  had  increased  by  9%>  to  3,599  birds  since 
1998.  Foula  is  in  long-term  decline  however  with  2,121  birds  compared  to  6,170  in  1987.  Increases  were  also  seen  at 
Orkney  plots  with  significant  increases  at  Mull  (10%)  & Row  (27%)  Heads.  In  South-east  Scotland  numbers  increased 
22%  at  St.Abbs  Head  plots  and  a whole  colony  counton  the  Isle  of  May  was  3,958  birds,  5%  more  than  in  1999.  Fowlsheugh 
showed  a 53%>  increase  on  count  plots. 

The  breeding  success  on  Fair  Isle  (0.47,  mean  0.69)  and 
North  Sutor  (0.64,  mean  0.82)  were  the  lowest  on  record. 

The  Isle  of  May  achieved  0.68  close  to  the  0.69  mean. 

Mavor  et  al.  2001,  Seabird  numbers  & breeding  success  in 
Britain  & Ireland,  2000,  JNCC. 

Shet  plots  show  +24%  Hermaness,  +19%  Troswick 
Head  & +8%  Noss  with  smaller  variation  at  4 other  sites,  counts  show  4,200  birds  Foula  & 1,343  adults 
Hermaness,  productivity  was  low  on  Foula  at  0.33-0.48,  perhaps  due  to  the  Jun  storm;  Fair  Is  census  of  3,599 
birds  (+9%  on  ’98)  but  MBP  0.47  was  low  with  16%  of  nests  lost  to  the  Jun  storm;  Is  of  May  3,105  prs  (-9%) 
with  average  MBP  0.68;  Fife  73prs  Inchkeith  & llprs  Inchcolm;  Bord  3,533  birds  on  Berwickshire  coast 
(+200%  since  1987);  Arg  2,910ads  Sanda  Is,  1, 098  Lunga  & 61  Sgeir  a Chaisteil  (Treshnish  Is.);  Ayr  14  South 
Ayrshire;  D&G  358  Mull  of  Galloway  & 7-lOprs  Port  o’ Warren. 

Autumn/Winter:  90  Findhom  Bay  M&N  3 Sep;  300/hr  Corsewall  Point  D&G  18  Sep;  200S  (90mins)  Rubha 
Ardvule,  South  Uist  OH  22  Sep;  267  Spey  Bay  M&N  30  Sep;  260S  (3hrs)  Tumberry  8 Oct  with  70N  (45  mins) 
there  24  Dec. 


% population  change  MBP 


1998 

1999 

2000 

1998 

1999 

2000 

Shet 

-23 

+41 

+5 

0.80 

0.51 

0.47 

NWScot 

-1 

+12 

-7 

- 

- 

- 

NEScot 

-20 

+3 

+53 

- 

- 

- 

SE  Scot 

-9 

+17 

+7 

0.57 

0.52 

0.68 

Black  Guillemot  Cepphus  grylle 

Winter/Spring:  102  Whiteness  Voe-Skelda  Ness  Shet,  70  Vaila  Sound  Shet  in  Jan;  505  southern  Yell  Sound 
Shet,  371  north  Bressay-Kirkabister  Shet  & 59  Sullom  Voe  Shet  in  Feb;  476  North  Ronaldsay  Ork  during 
Mar;  10  Smaull,  Islay  Arg  & 7 Strathlene  M&N  in  Apr;  5 Quarry  Head  NE  in  May. 

Breeding:  Shetland  had  a 10%  increase  in  sample  areas  over  1999,  Fetlar  increasing  by  22%o.  Noss  plots  were  stable, 
although  the  whole-colony  counts  was  21%o  down  on  the  last  count  in  1994.  West  Shetland  was  slightly  down  while  Fair 
Isle  increased  20%  over  1999  figures.  Cat  predation  is  a 


problem  at  some  parts  of  Fair  Isle.  North  Ronaldsay  num- 
bers increased  by  26%  on  1999  while  the  long-term  decline 
continues  on  Papa  Westray  (-25  to  -38%  at  different  sites). 
220  on  Eigg  were  a 48%  increase  since  1996. 

Fair  Isle  success  was  measured  at  1.07,  well  above  the  0. 79 
mean.  Foula  nests  suffered  in  the  June  storm.  North 


birds 

1998 

1999 

2000 

% change 

E.Fair  Isle 

160 

144 

173 

+20 

E.Fetlar 

244 

208 

254 

+22 

N&S  Foula 

175 

159 

156 

_2 

Braer  coast 

230 

219 

215 

-2 

other  Shet 

482 

499 

532 

+7 
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Guillemots 

Derick  Watson 
Borders  Bird  Report 


Ronaldsay  had  1. 76  at  ringing  sites,  well  above  the  1.46  mean.  Mink  again  caused  problem  in  West  Scotland. 

Mavox  etal.  2001,  Seabird  numbers  & breeding  success  in  Britain  & Ireland,  2000,  JNCC. 

Shet  9%  increase  at  monitoring  plots,  losses  due  to  the  Jun  storm  meant  re-lays  and  some  young  not  fledging 
until  Sep;  Fair  Is  173  eastern  coast  (+20%)  with  MBP  1.07  at  15  nests;  Ork  130  birds  North  Hill,  Papa 
Westray,  130  Holm  of  Papay,  32  nests  Auskerry  & 1 Iprs  Copinsay  reserve;  OHeb  63  birds  Leac  na  Hoe  coast. 
North  Uist,  42  Geiris-geo,  North  Uist  & 18  birds  Griminish  Point,  North  Uist;  M&N  c.lO  ads  at  2 sites  with  br2 
Tronach  Head;  Arg  88  ads  at  20  sites  in  Mink  study  area  with  confirmed  breeding  at  5 sites,  1 80  birds  Sanda  Is., 
66  ads  Treshnish  Is  (70);  Clyde  Is  bred  Brodick  Pier,  Arran  & Rothesay  Pier,  Bute;  Clyde  9prs  bred  Gourock- 
Inverkip  shore,  but  poor  reporting;  Ayr  bred  4 areas  with  24  Irvine  harbour,  8 juvs  Irvine  Bay,  2 juvs  Dipple  & 
2prs  Ardrossan  harbour;  D&G  38  birds  Mull  of  Galloway  in  Apr  & 6prs  Caimryan  pier,  12  Meikle  Ross  in  Jul. 
Autumn/Winter:  155  North  Ronaldsay  in  Jul;  70  Sound  of  Harris  OH,  66  Bute  coast  Clyde  Is  & 26  Inner  Clyde 
Est.  Clyde  in  Sep;  449  southern  Yell  Sound,  194  Rova  Head-Gletness  Shet,  102  Bressay  Sound  Shet,  31 
Sullom  Voe  & 25  L.Ryan  in  Nov;  5 Kinnaird  Head  NE  in  Dee. 

Extralimital:  I Lower  Largo  F 13  Jan;  1 Is  of  May  22-23  Sep;  1 Ruddon’s  Point  F 5 Oct;  1 Is  of  May  15  Oct  - 
17  Nov  with  2 there  from  21  Oct;  1 St. Abbs  Head  B 29  Oet;  1 Musselburgh  L 20  Nov. 


Little  Auk  Alle  alle 

Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Apr 

Sep 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec  Total 

N.  Isles 

43 

72 

5 

- 

- 

28 

73 

159 

350 

OHeb 

267 

3 

1 

3 

- 

1 

- 

2 

277 

N Scot 

8 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

8 

NE  Scot 

3 

1 

1 

- 

9 

11 

4 

5 

34 

E/C  Scot 

21 

4 

4 

- 

- 

33 

1 

63 

WScot 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

SW  Scot 

3 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

1 

8 

2000 

345 

82 

11 

3 

9 

41 

112 

169 

1999 

23 

26 

121 

7 

0 

23 

47 

110 

1998 

110 

26 

6 

6 

5 

29 

244 

164 

Winter/Spring:  2 1 7 (2hrs)  Griminish  Point,  North 
Uist  OH  6 Jan  with  42  past  there  (2.5hrs)  8 Jan;  15 
Fife  Ness  F 22  Jan;  32  (3  flocks)  Little  Mineh  OH 
1 7 Jan;  27  southern  Yell  Sound  Shet  during  Jan; 
30  Rova  Head-Kirkabister  Shet,  10  Scapa  Flow 
Ork  in  Feb. 

Last  Ork  9 Mar;  Fife  28  Mar;  OHeb  21  Apr;  Shet 
26  Apr. 

Autumn/Winter:  First  8E  Strathlene  M&N  on  2 Sep;  1 Buckie  M&N  21  Oct.  Then  Shet,  Fair  Is,  Ork,  Bord  and 
OHeb  27-31  Oct;  Fife  & Arg  7-9  Nov. 

14  Sumburgh  Head  Shet  27  Oct;  8SPeterhead  NE  29  Oct;  12  Fair  Is  (Ihr)  30  Oct;  20  Is  of  May  ferry  17  Nov; 
10  St.Andrews  Bay  F 25  Nov;  22  Scapa  Flow  in  Nov;  49S  Sumburgh  Head  on  3 dates  10-21  Dec;  100  Fair  Is 
ferry  1 8 Dec. 


R.D.Murray  [Ed.] 
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Atlantic  Puffin  (Puffin)  Fratercula  arctica 

Winter/Spring:  Jan/Feb  records:  3 Fife  Ness  F & 1 Bay  of  Meil  Ork  14  Jan;  1 Skipness  Arg  22  Jan;  1 East  Voe 
of  Scalloway  Shet  2 Feb.  First  seen  NE  7 Mar,  A&D  12  Mar;  Fife  14  Mar. 

First  ashore  Shet  26  Mar;  Fair  Is  28  Mar;  Ork  29  Mar;  Bord  18  Apr.  2,000  Dun,  St.Kilda  OH  8 Apr;  1,400/hr 
Start  Point,  Sanday  Ork  12  Apr;  300  (hr)  Fife  Ness  4 Jun. 

Breeding:  15,118  birds  were  counted  on  Fair  Isle,  13%  lower  than  1995.  Foula  had  13,126  birds,  suggesting  a popula- 
tion of 20-25,000 pairs,  a substantial  decline  since  the  48,000  of  1987.  Numbers  on  Inchkeith  were  similar  to  1998  while 
on  Handa  the  colony  has  spread following  the  rat  eradication  in  1998.  Success  was  poor  on  Fair  Isle  at  0.58  (mean  0. 73). 
Mavor  et  al.  200 1 , Seabird  numbers  & breeding  success  in  Britain  & Ireland,  2000,  JNCC. 

Shet  20,000-25, OOOprs  Foula,  2,983  Noss  (-27%);  Fair  Is  overwinter  survival  was  68%  building  to  a census  of 
80,000  birds,  doubling  the  population  in  5 years  (there  are  some  doubts  about  the  count  accuracy  however), 
MBP  was  below  average  at  0.58  from  a monitoring  area  affected  by  the  Jun  storms  and  thus  possibly  unrepre- 
sentative of  the  whole  island;  Ork  c.  1 ,000  birds  at  5 sites  with  5 1 0 birds  Copinsay  reserve;  NE  1 60+  Bullers  of 
Buchan  in  Jun;  A&D  200  Auchmithie  & 140  Red  Head  in  Jul;  Is  of  May  MBP  0.73  was  about  average;  Fife 
1,373  birds  Inchkeith  (-16%)  & 52  Inchcolm  (+30%);  Bord  58  ashore  at  St.  Abbs  Head  & 1 1 1 off  Eyemouth  in 
Jul;  Arg  2,659  ads  Treshnish  Is.,  264  birds  off  Sanda  Is.  & 150  birds  Staffa;  D&G  1 8 off  the  Mull  of  Galloway 
& 2 Meikle  Ross.  First  fledged  Is  of  May  28  Jun. 

Autumn/Winter:  192N  Peterhead  NE  & 150/hr  Souter  Head,  Cove  NE  I Jul;  122  (30  mins)  Eilean  Dallaig, 
Barra  OH  9 Aug.  Last  NE  & Fife  5-14  Sep;  Is  of  May  & Arg  5-8  Oct;  Ork  15  Oct;  Ayr  25  Oct;  Shet  14  Nov. 
The  only  later  records  were  2 dead  Shet  Beached  Bird  Survey  & 1 dead  Lossiemouth  M&N  in  Dec. 


Rock  Pigeon  (Rock  Dove)/Feral  Pigeon  Columba  livia 

“Pure”  birds.  Winter/Spring:  Max  counts:  200-600  Dale  Ork  Jan-Mar;  300  Sloe  Roe,  North  Uist  OH  in  Jan; 
104  Marwick  Ork  in  Feb;  37  Torrylinnwaterfoot,  Arran  Clyde  Is,  21  Fair  Is  in  Apr. 

Breeding:  Shet  7prs  Noss;  Ork  5prs  Toy  Ness,  3prs  Roo  Point  & 3prs  Ve  Ness;  OHeb  13  Creag  Scalan,  North 
Uist;  Arg  4prs  Sanda  Is.  & 2prs  Lunga  also  noted  Colonsay  & 4 sites  on  Mull. 

Autumn/Winter:  Best  counts  were  250  L.Paible,  North  Uist  OH  in  Aug;  249  Fleck  Shet,  150  Tong  Lewis  OH 
& 150  Clachan,  North  Uist  OH  in  Sep;  270  Herston,  South  Ronaldsay  Ork,  200  Trumisgarry,  North  Uist  OH, 
154  North  Ronaldsay  Ork  & 123  Ester  Quarff  Shet  in  Oct;  240  Drimsdale,  South  Uist  OH,  220  Sloe  Roe  & 
125  Howmore,  South  Uist  OH  in  Nov;  140  North  Roe  Shet  in  Dec. 

“Feral”  birds.  Winter/Spring:  300  Longannet  Power  Station  F throughl  year;  622  Gullane-English  border  L/B, 
500  Kincardine  F,  500  Longhaugh  Point  Clyde,  241  Summerston  Clyde  and  1 50  Smaull,  Islay  Arg  in  Jan; 
400  Lindores  F,  350  Shieldhall  Clyde  & 100  Hunterston  Ayr  in  Feb;  600  Kirkcaldy  F,  300  Culross  F & 140  Tiree 
Arg  in  Mar;  200  Eyemouth  B in  Apr. 

Autumn/Winter:  400  Crail  Airfield  F,  350  Renfrew  Clyde,  190  Burghead  M&N  & 120  Mersehead  D&G  in 
Sep;  1,200  Inchinnan  Clyde,  600  Arbroath  cliffs  A&D,  370  Is  of  May,  322  Smaull  & 300  Dumbarton  Clyde 
in  Oct;  500  AnstrutherF,  250  Elgin  M&N,  200  Lecropt  Forth  & 165  Fowlsheugh  NE  in  Nov;  400  Kirkcaldy  & 
235  L.Gruinart,  Islay  Arg  in  Dec. 


Stock  Pigeon  (Stock  Dove)  Columba  oenas 

Winter/Spring:  27  Forfar  L.  A&D,  25  Longannet  F,  24  West  Millichen  Farm  Clyde,  20  Murcar  NE,  15  Piniel 
Heugh  B,  1 1 Greenan  Ayr  & 10  Dunfermline  Dump  F in  Jan;  140  Blackstoun  Farm  Clyde,  45  Lecropt  Forth, 
30  Allands  Clyde  & 28  Rossie  Bog  F in  Feb;  31  Mersehead/Southwick  D&G,  27  Oldhall  Ayr  & 14  Muir  of 
Linksfield  M&N;  13  Inverurie  NE  & 12  Skinflats  Forth  in  May. 

Breeding:  M&N  1-4  birds  noted  17  sites  in  breeding  season;  A&D  more  records  than  previously  (no  details); 
P&K  l-2prs  Vane  Farm,  noted  3 other  sites;  Fife  5prs  reared  15  young  Longannet  nestboxes,  with  singles  prs 
Bandrum  & Peppermill  Dam  also  using  boxes,  c.lOprs  noted  8 other  sites;  Bord  20mm  singing  at  15  sites,  max 
5mm  Whithaugh  Park  & singles  noted  19  other  sites;  Arg  pr  Baraskomill,  Kintyre  & singles  Kilmartin  & Ederline; 
Clyde  41prs  at  27  sites  with  5prs  Walkinshaw;  Ayr  single  prs  noted  at  9 sites;  D&G  l-2prs  at  3 sites. 
Autumn/Winter:  66  Leuchars  Airfield  F in  Jul;  17  Lambhill  Clyde  in  Oct;  40  Sandyford  Ayr,  32  Newmaines 
D&G,  28  Shewalton  Ayr  & 17  Caerlaverock  D&G  in  Nov;  50  Barnhill  Farm  Clyde,  35  Blackstoun  Farm  and 
12  Bogton  L.  Ayr  in  Dec. 

Extralimital:  1 North  Ronaldsay  Ork  20-25  Apr;  1 Kiloran,  Colonsay  Arg  4 Jun.  1 North  Ronaldsay  23-29  Sep; 
1 Norwich  Shet  17  Oct;  2 Peedie  Sea,  Kirkwall  Ork  10  Nov. 


78 


Scottish  Bird  Report  2000 


Common  Wood  Pigeon  (Woodpigeon)  Columba  palumbus 

Winter/Spring:the  largest  flocks  were  2,000  Bargeddie  Clyde,  1,500  Damhead  of  Torr  F,  1,200  Rutherford  B, 
1,000  Roseisle  Forest  M&N,  850  Lower  Affleck  NE,  800  Whitesomehill  B,  500  Potterton  NE  & 500  Crossford 
F in  Jan;  1,200  Braco  P&K,  1,000  Inverurie  NE  & 500  Kennoway  F in  Feb. 

First  migrants:  Shet  7 Mar;  Fair  Is  29  Mar;  North  Ronaldsay  Ork  21  Apr,  Is  of  May  25  Apr;  max  counts  41  Fair 
Is  19  Apr,  9 Baltasound  Shet  22  Apr,  1 St.Kilda  OH  15  May  & 4 Jun;  6 North  Ronaldsay  26  May. 

Breeding:  Shet  br2  reared  Baltasound;  Ork  29prs  bred  at  8 sites,  max  lOprs  Durkadale  & 5prs  Birsay  Moors; 
OHeb  3prs  Stornoway  Woods,  also  bred  Achmore;  Fife  20prs  Valleyfield  Woods,  llprs  Eden  Est.,  10  nests 
Longannet,  9prs  Damhead  of  Torr  (15)  & Ipr  Inchcolm;  Bord  12prs  St.  Abbs  Head,  9prs  Ladyurd  with  15prs 
noted  at  5 other  sites;  Clyde  Is  3prs  with  br2  Kirkton,  Cumbrae;  Clyde  30prs  at  9 sites  East  Kilbride;  D&G 
5prs  Mersehead. 

AutumnAVinter:  Max  passage  counts:  2 Catfirth  Shet  19  Sep;  120  Binscarth  Wood  Ork  27  Sep.  Almost  no 
evidence  of  immigration  from  the  continent  this  winter  other  than  5 Fair  Is  in  Oct. 

Largest  flocks:  500  Muirhead  Clyde  in  Aug;  3,000  Aberfeldy  P&K,  1,800  Auchnacree  A&D,  800  Kilbucho  B 
& 500  Cullaloe  F in  Nov;  3,000  Kingoldrum  A&D,  700  Clatto  Res.  F,  700  Golden  L.  F & 700  Glen  Fruin  Clyde 
in  Dec. 


Eurasian  Collared  Dove  (Collared  Dove)  Streptopelia  decaocto 

Winter/Spring:  60  Millichen  Farm  Clyde,  50  Carrot  Farm  Clyde  and  36  Crosbie  St.,  Maryhill  Clyde  during  Jan; 
14  Hatton  Farm  A&D  in  Mar.  Passage  from:  Shet  22  Mar;  Fair  Is  28  Mar;  max  10  Haroldswick  Shet  & 9 Fair 
Is  in  May;  20  St.Kilda  OH  16  Apr-28  May,  max  6 on  27-28  May. 

Breeding:  Shet  bred  Lerwick,  Tresta  & Halligarth;  Ork  bred  Stromness,  Woodwick  House,  Feold  & 
Queenamidda;  OHeb  noted  4 sites  Lewis,  2 sites  North  Uist,  2 sites  South  Uist  & 1 site  Barra;  Fife  3prs 
Damhead  of  Torr  (2)  & 2prs  each  Eden  Est.  & Bumturk;  Bord  l-2prs  noted  14  sites;  Arg  12  birds  Iona;  Clyde 
Is  pr  Lamlash,  Arran;  Clyde  78prs  at  48  sites  with  23  at  9 sites  in  East  Kilbride  & 18prs  in  Paisley;  D&G  2prs 
Mersehead.  First  young  fledged  Ork  3 May;  Fife  23  Jun. 

AutumnAVinter:  8 St.Kilda  during  Jun  with  singles  there  Jul  & Aug.70  Barnhill  Farm  Clyde,  40  Boarhills  F 
and  26  Crosshill  Ayr  in  Sep;  66  Lecropt  Forth,  57  Reston  B & 31  Auldearn  M&N  in  Oct;  60  Millichen,  37 
Bogside  Farm  F,  33  Damhead  of  Torr,  32  Kintore  NE,  31  Balloch  Castle  Clyde  & 28  Kedlock  F in  Nov;  66 
Lecropt  Forth,  53  Finstown  Ork  & 45  Crantit  Ork  in  Dec. 


Collared  Dove 

Tommy  Daniels 
Clyde  Bird  Report 


R.D.Murray  [Ed.] 
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European  Turtle  Dove  (Turtle  Dove)  Streptopelia  turtur 
Spring:  First  1 Noss  Shet  on  29  Apr;  Ork 
5 May;  D&G  & OHeb  12  May;  A&D, 

Bord  & Fair  Is  17-21  May;  NE  26  May. 

Mainly  singles  but  2 Skerries  Shet  18 
May;  4 Scatness  Shet  28  May;  2 Whalsay 
Shet  3 Jun. 

Only  6 records  from  the  mainland,  all  sin- 
gles  from  Selkirk  B,  Memsie  NE, 

Strathbeg  NE,  Montrose  Basin  A&D, 

Lockerbie  D&G  & Cardoness  D&G. 

1 Sliddery,  Arran  Clyde  Is  1-11  Jun  was 
most  unusual. 
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Autumn:  First  Queenamidda  Ork  7 Aug;  Shet  16  Aug;  OHeb  2 Sep;  Fair  Is  5 Sep.  All  singles  except  2 Deemess 
Ork  14  Sep  & 3 Fair  Is  18  Sep.  Last  Fair  Is  & OHeb  23-26  Sep;  Ork  15  Oct;  latest  Quendale  Shet  23  Oct. 


Common  Cuckoo  (Cuckoo)  Cuculus  canorus 

Spring:  First  1 Bute  Clyde  Is  5 Apr  was  very  early.  1 Scoulag  Moor,  Bute  Clyde  Is  13  Apr;  D&G,  Clyde  & Arg 
17-18  Apr;  A&D,  Forth  & Ayr  21-22  Apr;  P&K,  M&N,  OHeb  and  Bord  24-25  Apr;  NE  30  Apr;  Fife  and  Shet 
1-5  May;  Fair  Is  & Ork  10-12  May.  Most  birds  direct  on  territory. 

Passage  on  isles  with  10  Shet,  c.ll  Fair  Is,  10  Ork,  1 St.Kilda  OH  & 2 Is  of  May  to  early  Jun. 

Breeding:  Shet  Im  called  Kergord  for  some  weeks;  Ork  1 juv  Stromness  in  early  Aug  may  have  been  locally 
bred;  OHeb  21mm  noted  7 areas  with  3 juvs  seen;  M&N  13mm  at  6 sites  with  8 at  Banchor-Drynachan;  NE 
24  records  of  singing  birds;  A&D  25  records  with  juv  at  Montrose  Basin;  P&K  noted  28  sites  but  scarcer  south 
L.Tummel  & Upper  Knaick;  Fife  single  territories  Earlshall  & Saline;  Forth  9 sites;  Bord  67mm  at  53  sites  with 
6mm  Muttonhall  & 3mm  Carlin  Tooth,  Piper’s  Grave  & Friar’s  Croft;  Arg  widespread  but  no  details  but  4mm 
Taynish  CBC  (mean  2),  egg  found  in  deserted  Blackbird  nest  Tiree;  Clyde  Is  4 sites;  Clyde  72mm  at  54  sites 
with  3mm  at  5 sites;  Ayr  20mm  at  16  sites  with  3mm  Carrick  Lane;  D&G  6 sites. 

Juvs  seen  from  Clyde  Is  1 Jul,  A&D  13  Jul,  Fife  17  Jul  & Bord  8 Aug. 

Autumn:  Last  singers  in  late  Jun  and  most  ads  gone  by  early  Jul. 

Mainly  juvs  thereafter  with  4 Shet  & Fife,  3 OHeb,  2 Arg  & Ork  with  singles  A&D  & Bord. 

Fewer  on  passage  in  autumn  with  4 Shet,  2 Fair  Is,  5 Ork  & singles  St.Kilda  & Is  of  May.  Last  birds  Clyde  1 Jul; 
NE  & D&G  13-17  Jul;  Bord  8 Aug;  A&D,  Is  of  May  & OHeb  17-24  Aug;  Fife  & Arg  14-17  Sep;  Fair  Is  & Shet 
21-23  Sep;  with  latest  birds  Roseness  Ork  29  Sep  & a long-staying  bird  at  Tombuie  P&K  late  Aug-3  Oct. 


Barn  Owl  Tyto  alba 

Breeding:  High  1 Tarbat  Ness  in  Sep;  M&N  9prs  & singles  seen  6 other  sites  in  breeding  season;  NE  29  sites 
through  year  with  2 confirmed  nests;  A&D  pr  Dundee  in  Aug  & 1 Arbroath  in  Apr;  P&K  bred  N.Perthshire  & 
1 in  another  glen  in  May;  Fife  br3  reared  E.Fife  with  singles  at  2 other  sites,  possible  expansion  in  north;  Forth 
3 nests  at  Doune;  Bord  51  sites  with  confirmed  breeding  8 sites;  Arg  127  young  fledged  from  48  successful 
territories  with  11  occupied  sites  Cowal  with  10br36,  17  nest  barrels  (9)  were  occupied  in  Kintyre  & Knapdale 
with  14br29+  reared,  elsewhere  in  Kintyre  20prs  managed  14  nests  & 13br36  were  reared,  productivity  was 
low  on  Islay  with  15occupied  sites  & 1 1 nests  with  eggs  fledging  24  young;  Clyde  Is  14  fledged  from  14  nest 
boxes  Arran,  seen  2 sites  Cumbrae;  Clyde  10  sites  with  5prs  at  Craigend  Castle  & Endrick  Mouth  rearing 
5brlll;  Ayr  7 occupied  sites  on  Forest  Enterprise  land  had  MCS  6.3  & MBS  5.5  although  Pine  Marten  preda- 
tion was  noted  at  2 nests,  7 other  sites  in  S. Ayrshire  fledged  32  young  with  2 sites  having  double  broods,  higher 
numbers  were  also  noted  in  another  area;  D&G  a very  successful  year  with  high  vole  numbers,  1 84  sites  were 
checked  and  1 10  broods  fledged  a minimum  of  354  young,  MBS  3.2,  a further  74  sites  in  Galloway  Forest  Park 
fledged  90  young  (MBS  3.07). 

Non-breeding  season  (Jan-Feb  & Sep-Dec):  M&N  noted  18  sites;  A&D  noted  6 sites;  P&K  noted  4 sites;  Fife 
noted  C.20  sites;  Forth  noted  8 other  sites;  Bord  noted  from  71  localities;  Clyde  seen  23  localities. 

1 Is  of  May  13  Oct  was  a definite  alba. 
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* Eurasian  Scop  Owl 

Otus  scops 

[1954]  1 North  Dale  Shet  23  Jun. 
A veiy  late,  but  welcome  record. 


* Snowy  Owl 

Nyctea  scandiaca 
If  first  noted  North  Uist  OH  1 May, 
was  also  seen  at  Kilpheder  & Askemish 
areas,  South  Uist  OH  23-25  May. 

Fifth  record  for  the  Outer  Hebrides. 

+ Little  Owl 

Athene  noctua 

1 held  territoryin  central  Ayrshire  Ayr 
from  early  Feb-mid-Jul;  1 Ruthwell 
D&G  on  10  Apr;  1 Ettrick  B on  14  Jul; 
1 wintered  at  Newmains  B 13-26  Nov 
and  into  2001;  1 Careston  A&D  dur- 
ing Nov;  1 Cherrytrees,  Yetholm  B 26 
Dec-2001. 

First  record  for  Angus  & Dundee  & 2"^ 
record  for  Ayrshire. 


Amgus  Hogg 
Ayrshire  Bird  Report 


Tawny  Owl  Strix  aluco 

Breeding:  M&N  high  occupancy  Lossie  Forest  with  75%  of  12  boxes  used  & 9brl3  reared;  NE  breeding  was 
bad  due  to  the  poor  weather  with  just  56%  of  96  nests  breeding  successfully  with  106  young  fledged,  MBS  1 .96; 
A&D  success  at  5 sites;  P&K  fewer  young  in  Blairgowrie  boxes,  young  at  2 other  sites;  Fife  7 successful  nests 
& seen  14  other  sites;  Bord  only  confirmed  at  2 sites  but  birds  present  50  other  sites  with  min  61mm;  Arg  2prs 
Tiroran,  Mull  & pr  bred  L.Gruinart,  Islay;  Clyde  seen  18  sites  in  breeding  season  with  5 confirmed  breeding; 
Ayr  lOprs  at  7 sites;  D&G  14  occupied  sites  had  12br24,  MBS  2.0,  a further  6 sites  Galloway  Forest  park  had 
MBS  2.33  also  6prs  at  5 other  sites.  First  fledged  young  noted  Fife  4 May;  A&D  29  May;  Bord  15  Jun. 
Non-breeding  season:  Fife  19  sites;  Forth  7 sites;  Bord  23  sites;  Arg  12  sites;  Clyde  12  sites. 

See  Massie  in  North-east  Scotland  Bird  Report  2000:  121-122  for  account  of  ringing  study  of  Tawny  Owls  & p32-33  for  photos. 


Long-eared  Owl  Asia  otus 

Winter/Spring:  Roosts:  5 L. of  Banks  Ork  in  Jan;  3 Halligarth  Shet  1999-Apr  with  4 on  29  Mar;  3 St.Margarefs 
Hope  Ork  in  Jan;  2 Twatt  Ork  Jan-Mar.  2 Queenamidda  Ork  20  Apr  was  the  only  record  from  this  usually 
regular  site.  Elsewhere  Jan-Feb  birds:  2 Shet  with  singles  OHeb,  M&N,  NE,  P&K,  Clyde,  Ayr  & D&G 
First  passage  birds:  Fair  Is  18Mar;  Ork  23  Mar.  Max  5 Fair  Is  19  Apr.  Singles  OronsayArg  14  Mar  was  a likely 
migrant. 

Breeding:  Ork  c.5  in  May-Jun  but  probably  all  migrants:  OHeb  brood  Ben  Aulasary,  North  Uist;  M&N  noted 

5 sites  with  young  at  College  of  Roseisle,  Muiry  Wood  & Kinloss;  NE  juvs  heard  Drum  Castle,  Ordie  Moss, 
Alford  & Monymusk;  A&D  young  seen  Montreathmont  Forest;  P&K  seen  2 sites  but  no  confirmed  breeding; 
Fife  pr  Lomond  Hills  & singles  Craigmead,  Devilla  Forest,  L. Geliy  & Kilrenny  during  breeding  season;  Forth 
br2  Skinflats,  br2  Doune  & juv  Cambus;  Bord  young  heard  Ladyurd,  Newmill,  Torsonce  Hill  & Little  Cathpair 

6 singles  2 other  sites;  Arg  br2  noted  Colonsay  & seen  4 other  sites;  Clyde  Is  2prs  fledged  young  Kilmory, 
Arran;  Clyde  nested  8 sites  with  7br  14  noted;  Ayr  seen  3 sites  with  2br3  Hallowshean  area;  D&G  1 summered 
Mull  of  Galloway.  First  young  heard  Bord  22  May;  A&D  31  May;  Forth  & Ayr  16  Jun;  M&N  26  Jun. 
Autumn/Wintcr:  Scarce  A ug-Nov  with  Just  6 Is  of  May  (4  in  Oct),  3 Ork,  2 NE  & Ayr  with  singles  Shet,  Fair  Is, 
M&N,  P&K,  Fife,  Bord,  Arg  & D&G.  Very  few  were  noted  Dec,  2 Clyde  & just  singles  Shet,  Fair  Is,  M&N  & 
D&G.  Unusually  no  roosts  werenoted  on  the  N. Isles. 


R.D.Murray  [Ed.] 
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Short-eared  Owl  Asio  flammeus 

Winter/Spring:  Rather  scarce  with  41  birds  Jan-Feb  (70  in  ‘99):  9 Fife,  8 Ayr,  7 Clyde,  3 OHeb,  Arg  and  Bord, 

2 M&N  & NE  with  singles  D&G,  P&K,  Ork  & Forth.  Best  counts  were  5 Bogside  Ayr  & 3 Leuchars  Airfield 
F.  The  return  to  breeding  areas  included  12  Glenfarg  P&K  3 Mar;  3 Inverugie  NE  18  Apr. 

Light  passage  on  isles  with  11  Shet,  7 Fair  Is  & singles  Is  of  May  & St.Kilda  OH  during  Mar-May  with  max 
counts  4 Brow  Marsh  Shet  12  Mar  & 3 Fair  Is  2-5  May. 

Breeding:  Ork  lOprs  Birsay  Moors  & Ipr  Skaill,  Eday;  OHeb  15prs  North  Uist,  4prs  Benbecula  & 17prs  South 
Uist  with  about  4 broods  seen;  M&N  3 sites,  successful  at  2 sites;  NE  seen  only  2 sites  with  no  confirmed 
breeding;  A&D  singles  3 sites;  P&K  6 sites,  bred  Glen  Cochill  & Amulree,  may  have  bred  3 other  areas;  Fife 
4 areas  in  summer  but  no  hint  of  breeding;  Forth  seen  2 sites  only;  Bord  22  sites  with  prs  at  6 sites  but  only  one 
brood  at  Blackhope;  Arg  7-8prs  Cowal  where  2prs  successful,  2-3prs  successful  Glen  Barr,  pr  bred  Machrihanish 
airfield,  pr  displayed  Glen  More,  Mull;  Clyde  Is  6 sites;  Clyde  8 territories  but  just  Ipr  bred,  Ayr  c.8prs  at  6 sites 
with  br2  Girvan  valley;  D&G  3 territories  Galloway  Forest  park  with  one  successful. 

AutumnAVinter:  The  paucity  of  observations  in  autumn/winter  suggests  an  almost  total  lack  of  immigrants  from 
the  continent  with  just  15  Fair  Is,  1 1 Shet,  8 Ork  & 7 Is  of  May  during  Aug-Oct,  max  4 Nutland  Ork  30  Oct  & 

3 Is  of  May  13-14  Oct.  Elsewhere  just  1-2  birds  except  3 Balgove  Bay  F on  3 Oct  with  totals  of  9 Fife,  5 Arg, 
3 Bord,  2 Ayr  & singles  OHeb  & D&G. 

Dec  birds:  6 Fife,  5 Clyde,  4 NE,  2 Forth,  singles  Ork,  Arg,  Bord,  max  3 birds  L.Glow  F & St.Fergus  NE. 


European  Nightjar  (Nightjar)  Caprimulgus  europaeus 
Spring:  First  1 Tarbert  Arg  2 May;  D&G  6 Jun. 

Breeding:  A&D  1 HMS  Condor  in  Jun;  Arg  1 sang  Tarbert  2 May  but  not  later;  D&G  max  4 Berman,  New 
Galloway  in  late  Jul,  1 Cairn  Edward  in  Jun  & also  present  Penninghame  Forest,  Newton  Stewart.  None  Arran. 
Autumn:  Last  date  Berman  1 8 Aug. 


Common  Swift  (Swift)  Apus  apus 

Spring:  First  1 Symington  Clyde  23  Apr;  1 Eglinton  Ayr  26  Apr;  then  Bord  & Clyde  Is  27-28  Apr;  D&G  & P&K 
2-3  May;  A&D,  Forth  & NE  5-6  May;  M&N,  Shet  & Fair  Is  7-8  May;  Is  of  May,  Arg  & OHeb  10-14  May;  Ork 
8 Jun.  Few  reached  the  isles  where  9 Shet,  c.l2  Fair  Is,  1 1 Ork  & 19  OHeb  during  May-Jun. 

Best  counts:  120  Hogganfield  L.  Clyde  on  10  May;  200  Park  NE,  200  Cameron  Res.  F and  140  L.Gelly  F from 
17-19  May;  210  Balgray  Res.  Clyde  25  May;  500+  Mill  of  Fortune  P&K  27  May  & 21  Jun;  800  L.Gelly  4 and 
23  Jun;  120  L.Spynie  M&N  5 Jun;  500  Valleyfield  Lagoons  F 8 Jun;  1 ,500  Strathclyde  Park  Clyde,  120  Roscobie 
A&D  & 110  Hunterston  Ayr  11-13  Jun;  200  Kinnordy  A&D  & 100  Benholm  NE  22-24  Jun;  5,000+  L.Leven 
P&K  during  several  summer  evenings. 

Breeding:  A&D  breeding  confirmed  at  3 sites;  P&K  decline  Acham;  Fife  8prs  on  nests  High  Valleyfield;  Forth 
35  Bridge  of  Allan;  Bord  247  birds  seen  in  screaming  parties  at  2 1 sites,  max  40  Peebles  & 40  Earlston, 
28  Tweedbank  & 26  Eyemouth;  Arg  seen  over  6 sites  with  max  8 over  Oban;  Clyde  9 nests  Paisley  & single 
nests  Bearsden  & Kirkintilloch;  Ayr  27prs  at  4 sites  with  1 5prs  Ayr  Academy. 

Autumn:  400  Goosepools  F,  300  Folly  L.  B & 200  Kinnordy  1-7  Jul;  200  Caimsmore  of  Fleet  D&G  on  15  Jul; 
100  Ardmore  Point  Clyde  & 90  Kingholm  Quay  D&G  24-28  Jul;  200+  Mugdock  Clyde  & 200  Balgray  Res. 
Clyde  7-8  Aug;  230  Forres  M&N  & 60  Tentsmuir  F 13-15  Aug. 

Few  after  mid- Aug  with  50  Folly  L.  9 Sep  a good  late  count.  Definite  influx  during  late  Sep  with  13  Fife,  9 
Bord,  3 Shet  & Ayr,  2 OHeb  & Forth  with  singles  M&N,  D&G,  Arg  & Is  of  May. 

Poor  autumn  on  isles:  15  Shet,  c.20  Fair  Is,  29  Ork  & 9 OHeb,  max  4 Graemeshall  L.  Ork  28  Aug. 

Last  P&K  22  Aug;  M&N,  Is  of  May,  Clyde,  Arg,  Bord  & Shet  23-29  Sep;  then  A&D,  D&G,  Forth,  Ayr  & Ork 
1-2  Oct;  Fair  Is  9 Oct;  OHeb  11  Oct.  Late  bird  Peterhead  NE  17  Nov. 


Common  Kingfisher  (Kingfisher)  Alcedo  atthis 
73prs  reported  from  Scotland  to  Rare  Birds  Breeding  Panel. 

High  noted  7 sites  in  Mar- Aug  with  pr  & young  R.Spey  in  summer,  also  2 other  sites  in  winter;  M&N  singles 
L.Spynie  & Naim  during  breeding  season,  plus  2 other  sites  at  other  times;  NE  1-2  St.Cyrus,  Dyce,  Park  & 
Cults  during  season  & 4 other  sites  in  winter,  c.9  birds  in  total;  A&D  1-2  Montrose  Basin  & Kinnaber  Apr- Aug 
& 3 other  sites  outwith  breeding  season;  P&K  bred  Scone,  Powgavie,  Comrie,  Greenloaning  & inflow  bums  to 
L.Leven,  also  seen  7 other  sites  in  winter;  Fife  prs  nested  2 sites  E.Fife  & reared  br4  W Fife,  in  addition 
probably  bred  R.Eden,  also  c.l5  sites  in  winter;  Forth  8 sites;  Bord  22  sites  in  breeding  season  with  probable 
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breeding  Firebummill  & nests  Lees  & the  Hirsel  which  both  failed,  also  1 8 sites  in  winter;  Arg  singles  at  3 sites, 
none  suspected  of  breeding;  Clyde  Is  2 singles  Arran  in  Feb-Mar;  Clyde  lOprs  but  poor  reporting,  also  seen  at 
1 3 sites  outwith  season;  Ayr  5 AOTs  with  ; ’winter’  records  from  1 1 other  sites;  D&G  bred  Castle  L.  & perhaps 
bred  Threave,  also  noted  4 other  sites. 

Extralimital:  1 Flaws,  South  Ronaldsay  Ork  late  Jul. 


Hoopoe 

Tommy  Daniels 
Clyde  Bird  Report 


* Hoopoe  Upupa  epops 

Spring:  1 Tentsmuir  Point  F 20  Apr;  1 Gott,  Tiree  Arg  26-28  Apr;  1 Drumclog  Clyde  2 May;  1 Fair  Is  4 May; 
1 Mains  of  Logie  A«&D  27-29  May. 

Autumn:  1 Upper  Largo  F in  early  Sep;  1 Ulsta  Shet  30  Sep;  1 calling  Auchencaim  D&G  6 Oct;  1 Kinloch 
Rannoch  P&K  25  Oct. 

Poor  year  with  just  5 spring  & 4 autumn  records. 


Eurasian  Wryneck  (Wryneck)  Jynx  torquilla 

Spring:  First  1 Is  of  May  28  Apr;  Ork  2 May;  Shet  6 May;  Ayr  7 May;  Fair  Is  13  May. 

Later  singles  Skaill  Ork  2 May;  Sumburgh  Shet  6-7  May;  Craiginmoddie  Forest  Ayr  7 May;  Fair  Is  13  May; 
Whalsay  Shet  24  May;  Fair  Is  25  May;  & Maywick  Shet  2 Jun. 

Breeding:  High  1 Grantown-on-Spey  31  Jul  suggests  a summering  bird,  at  least. 

Autumn:  1 Fair  Is  14  Aug;  1 Cunningsburgh  Shet  1 6 Aug;  1 EdenEst.  F 18  Aug;  1 Is  of  May  19  Aug;  1 Skerries 
Shet  20  Aug;  1 Fair  Is  23  & 26  Aug;  4 Fair  Is,  3 Whalsay  & singles  North  Ronaldsay  Ork,  Skerries  & Noss 
Shet  27  Aug;  1 Baltasound  Shet  & Geosetter  Shet  28  Aug;  1 Sumburgh  Head  Shet  29  Aug;  4 Whalsay,  2 Fair 
Is  & 1 North  Ronaldsay  1 Sep;  1 dead  Firth  Ork  & 1 Foveran  NE  2 Sep;  1 The  Gloup  Ork  3 Sep;  1 Burrafirth 
Shet  3-15  Sep;  further  singles  Shet  at  Fetlar,  Maywick,  Baltasound,  Quendale,  Skerries  (3)  Sullom  and  on  Ork 
at  Grimbistcr,  Quoybcrstonc,  North  Ronaldsay  & Graemeshall  with  2 on  Fair  Is  7-26  Sep;  1 Is  of  May  on  4 Sep; 
1 Caman,  South  Uist  OH  5 Sep;  1 E. Grangemouth  Forth  10  Sep;  1 West  Balrymouth  F 14  Sep;  1 Strathlene 
M&N  21-22  Sep;  1 Girdlcncss  NE  25  Sep;  1 Skerries  & 1 Fair  Is  28  Sep. 

9 in  .spring  & 55  in  autumn.  First  record  for  Moray  & Nairn  & 4"'  record  for  Ayrshire. 

See  Proetor  in  Moray  & Nairn  Bird  Report  2000;  98-99  for  an  account  of  the  Strathlene  record. 


R.D.Murray  [Ed.] 
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Green  Woodpecker  Picus  viridis 

High  noted  Kinrara,  Aviemore  in  May  & Glen  Nevis  in  Jun;  M&N  singles  Bridgeheugh,  Dufftown  & L.Oire  in 
Mar- Apr;  NE  3prs  Park  & singles  Ballater,  Donside,  St.Cyrus  & Bridge  of  Alvah  but  no  confirmed  breeding; 
A&D  Montreathmont  (2prs),  Barry  Buddon  (2  in  Jun),  Crombie  (max  6)  & Glen  Esk  where  br2  in  Jul;  P&K 
bred  Blairgowrie  but  20  other  sites  through  year;  Fife  2prs  Balcaskie  Estate  & Ipr  bred  Cullaloe,  also  10  other 
sites  in  breeding  season,  now  extinct  Devilla  Forest  (where  8prs  in  1980),  also  seen  28  other  sites  outwith  the 
breeding  season;  Forth  10  sites  in  breeding  season  Trossachs  to  Blairlogie  & 4 sites  Hillfoots  area,  also  3 other 
sites  outwith  season;  Bord  43  sites  in  breeding  season  with  confirmed  breeding  Dawyck  & Thirlstane  Castle, 
also  10  areas  in  winter  with  4 Leaderfoot  2 Jan  an  unusual  multiple  sighting;  Clyde  15  sites,  7 within  the 
breeding  season;  Arg  Glen  Massan  & Younger  Botanic  Gardens  during  Apr-May  Blairhour  in  Dec;  Ayr  1 
Troon  in  summer;  D&G  seen  RockclifFe,  Auchie  Glen  & Almomess  Apr-May.  First  young  Bord  14  Jun;  A&D 
16  Jul. 


Great  Spotted  Woodpecker  Dendrocopus  major 

Extralimital:  Singles  Skerries  Shet  1 Sep;  Hillswick  Shet  5 Sep;  North  Ronaldsay  Ork  13-17  Sep;  St.Margaret’s 
Hope  Ork  26  Sep- 15  Oct;  Voe  Shet  29  Sep;  Stornoway  Woods,  Lewis  OH  10  Oct;  L.Ballygrant,  Islay  Arg  on 
24  Oct;  Tankemess  Ork  on  4 Nov. 

Breeding:  M&N  just  2 records;  NE  seen  15  sites  with  confirmed  breeding  at  5 sites;  A&D  bred  at  least  5 sites, 
5 Montreathmont  in  Jun,  increasing  numbers  Glen  Esk;  P&K  common  but  only  4 confirmed  breeding  records; 
Fife  19  sites  in  breeding  season  with  prs  at  13  sites  & 
confirmed  breeding  at  Windward,  Mugdrum  Wood, 

Devilla  Forest  & Balcarres  Den,  also  at  32  other  sites 
outwith  the  breeding  season;  Forth  8 sites  in  breed- 
ing season;  Bord  c.83  territories  at  63  sites  Mar- Aug, 
max  7prs  Duns  Castle  & 5prs  The  Hirsel  with  con- 
firmed breeding  at  6 sites  where  5brl  1,  also  43  other 
sites  in  ‘winter’;  Arg  3prs  Taynish  CBC (mean  2),  with 
birds  6 other  sites  in  breeding  season  & 14  other  sites 
in  winter;  Clyde  Is  3 sites  Bute;  Clyde  48prs/territo- 
ries  at  41  sites  with  4prs  Mugdock  Park,  also  35  sites 
outwith  breeding  season;  Ayr  19  sites  in  the  breeding 
season;  D&G  noted  6 sites. 

First  young  Bord  13  Jun;  Clyde  20  Jun. 


* Calandra  Lark  Melanocorypha  calandra 
Spring:  1 Fair  Is  13  May. 

The  third  for  Fair  Isle  & 1 for  Britain. 

* Greater  Short-toed  Lark  (Short-toed  Lark) 

Calandrella  brachydactyla 
Spring:  1 Fair  Is  25  May. 

Autumn:  1 Skerries  Shet  1 Sep;  1 Hillswick  Shet  on 

5 Sep;  1 on  North  Ronaldsay  Ork  on  26-30  Sep  with 

2 there  29  Sep;  1 Voe  Shet  29  Sep;  1 North  Ronaldsay 

1 Oct;  1 Fair  Is  10-14  Oct  with  another  there  12  Oct;  1 

St.Kilda  OH  on  21  Oct;  1 Fair  Is  23-26  Oct. 

1 spring  & 11  autumn  records  was  a good  year  by  any  Great  Spotted  Woodpecker 

standards  but  confined  to  N & W Isles.  Collin 

Dumfries  & Galloway  Bird  Report 

* Wood  Lark  (Woodlark)  Lullula  arborea 
[1997]  1 Is  of  May  15-21  Oct. 


Sky  Lark  (Skylark)  Alauda  arvensis 

Winter/Spring:  627  found  in  16  plots  (1km  ) in  Fife  farmland  birds  survey  in  Jan/Febj_also_83jn_sim^ 
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Knockenbaird  NE  in  Jan.  Early  counts:  350  Blackstoun  Farm  Clyde,  126  L.Gruinart,  Islay  Arg,  150  Summerston 
Clyde,  100  Selvieland  Clyde,  70  Ardlarach,  Islay  Arg,  55  Farland  Head  Ayr,  50  Pittenween  F,  33  Skinflats 
Forth,  30  Eyemouth  B,  18  Stormont  L.  P&K  in  Jan. 

Arrivals  from  late  Jan  but  mostly  Feb:  85  Naim/Culbin  Bars  M&N  6 Feb;  150  Seafield  F,  130  Leeropt  Forth 
& 120  Craigluscar  Res.  F 13  Feb;  616  Mersehead  D&G,  400  Kirkintilloch  Clyde,  320  West  Millichen  Farm 
Clyde,  200+ Doonfoot  Ayr  &c.  1 50  Aird, Benbecula OH  1 6 Feb;  75  Rutherford B 18Feb;  lOODunshaltF  on 
20  Feb;  1 00  Thornhill  Forth  23  Feb;  1 50  Blackford  P&K  26  Feb;  214  L.Gruinart,  Islay  27  Feb;  175  Camghouran 
P&K  4 Mar;  max  373  Smaull  15  Mar  & max  400  Fair  Is  18  Mar. 

Breeding:  Ork  180prs  noted  with  68prs  Egilsay,  57prs  Birsay  Moors,  31prs  Graemsay;  OHeb  Ipr  St.Kilda; 
P&K  30prs  Vane  Farm  (31);  Fife  130prs  noted  with  57-59prs  Eden  Est.,  16prs  Dumbamie  Links,  35-50  fledged 
LongannetA/alleyfield;  Forth  lOprs  Flanders  Moss;  Loth  a below  average  33prs  Aberlady(40);  Bord  180prs 
noted  with  35prs  along  3.5kms  of  Dere  Street,  Cheviots,  also  23prs  Newmains;  Arg  93prs  at  L.Gruinart,  Islay  in 
2 moorland  plots  at  0.23prs/hectare;  Clyde  Is  13prs  at  2 sites  Arran;  Clyde  258prs  reported  from  62  sites  with 
34mm  East  Drumloch,  26mm  Glen  Fruin  & 20nun  Crawberry;  Ayr  35prs  Whiteside  Hill,  23prs  Balcreuchan, 
17prs  Waterside-Bumhead;  D&G  235prs  Mersehead. 

AutumnAVinter:  highest  counts  include  100  Scatness  Shet  16  Sep;  140  Comaigmore,  Tiree  Arg  24  Sep;  160  Fan- 
Isle  and  113  North  Ronaldsay  26-29  Sep;  200  Town  of  Inchinnan  Farm  Clyde  and  200  Bimie  M&N  1 Oct; 
400  Rossie  Bog  F 4 Oct;  130  Skerries  Shet  & 113  L.Gruinart  13  Oct;  105  Pease  Bay  B 15  Oct;  ‘hundreds’  S 
over  Vane  Farm  mid-Oct;  60/hr  St.Cyrus  NE  21  Oct;  118  Islesteps  D&G  24  Nov. 

Unusually  widespread  mid-winter  influx  26-31  Dec:  ‘small  numbers’  over  Scousburgh  Shet,  2,000  Arbroath 
Cliffs  A&D,  800  Reston  B,  600  Tony  Bay  F,  600  West  Fenton  L,  500  Carnoustie  A&D,  400  Newmains  B, 
350  Redcastle  A&D,  300  Crail  F,  300  Haughs  of  Benholm  NE,  240  Leeropt,  200  Ladykirk  Ayr,  Lyleston  Farm 
Clyde,  Bullions  F & Kinloss  M&N,  150  Anstruther,  East  Kilbride  Clyde,  Bromwells  D&G  & Pittenweem  F, 
120  Biggings  Ork  & 100  Skinflats  Forth. 


Horned  Lark  (Shore  Lark)  Eremophila  alpestris 

Spring:  2 Tyninghame  L 2-22  Jan;  1 Kilspindie  L 21  Feb;  1 Aberlady  L 1-19  Apr;  2 Tyninghame  30  Apr;  1 Fair 
Is  1-2  May;  1 Is  of  May  16  May. 

Breedin  g:  If  seen  in  Cairngorms  H in  summer  in  the  area  of  the  1977  breeding  site 
Autumn:  1 St.Kilda  OH  22  Sep;  1 Seafield  F 13  Oct;  1 North  Ronaldsay  Ork  2 Nov. 


Sand  Martin  Riparia  riparia 

Spring:  First  2 Easter  Inch  Moss  L 7 Mar.  Then  Clyde  12  Mar;  Fife,  D&G,  Arg  & Bord  16-19  Mar;  M&N,  Shet, 
A&D,  P&K,  Forth,  Ayr  & NE  20-25  Mar;  Clyde  Is  6 Apr;  OHeb,  Ork,  Fair  Is  & Is  of  May  17-23  Apr. 

Large  counts:  25  L.of  Menteith  Forth  & 21  Bimie  L.  F 21  Mar;  600  R.Nith  at  Dumfries  D&G,  40  Sprouston  B 
& 12  Almondmouth  P&K  24  Mar;  400  Strathclyde  Loch  Clyde  & 30  Monikie  A&D  25  Mar;  20  L.Indaal,  Islay 
Arg  29  Mar;  170  L.Ore  F 29  Mar;  100  Waulkmill  Glen  Reservoir  Clyde  on  3 Apr;  50  L.na  Bo  M&N  on  7 Apr; 
1 20  Baron’s  Haugh  1 2 Apr;  200  L.Gelly  F 23  Apr;  700  South  Orchil  P&K,  200  Bimie/Gaddon  L.  F , 1 50  Tugnet 
M&N,  1 50  Yetholm  L.  B,  1 50  R.  Tweed  at  Comhill  B,  1 00  Martnaham  L.  Ayr  and  100  Stobo  B on  27-29  Apr; 
200  Meikle  L.  NE,  200  Inchgarth  Res.  NE  1 May;  10  Fair  Is  8 May.  3 reached  St.Kilda  OH  23-30  Apr. 
Large  early  summer  totals  include:  120L.SpynieM&N9May;  130  BumfootRes.  Ayr  17  May;  800  Monikie  on 
27  May;  500  Killin  Forth  30  May;  750  Carsebreck  P&K  10  Jun. 

Breeding:  Ork  only  noted  from  7 sites;  M&N  336  burrows  at  14  sites,  max  112  Glen  Rinnes;  NE  reports  from 
just  2 sites;  A&D  only  4 sites  noted;  P&K  900  burrows  South  Orchil;  Fife  544  burrows  at  10  sites,  max  239  at 
Lappybum;  Loth  c.l05prs  bred  at  7 sites;  Bord  1,864  burrows  at  27  sites,  max  510  Tweed  at  Horseburgh  and 
430  Tweed  at  Hendersyde  Is.;  Arg  c.  194  burrows  at  7 sites,  max  80  Kirkmichael  Glen;  Clyde  Is  26  burrows  at 
2 sites  Arran;  Clyde  1,127  nests  at  26  colonies  with  90  burrows  Johnstone;  Ayr  329  burrows  at  18  sites,  max 
250-300  Mainholm;  D&G  c.  1 60  burrows  at  3 sites. 

Autumn:  80  Mains  of  Dun  A&D  29  Jun;  500  Folly  L.  B 30  Jun;  124  RAF  Kinloss  M&N  3 Jul;  100+  Hoselaw 
L.  B 7 Jul;  2,000  Strathclyde  Country  Park  Clyde  13  July;  2,000  roost  Newshot  Is.  Clyde  3 Aug;  700+  Threave 
D&G  7 Aug;  120  Pluscarden  M&N  9 Aug;  ‘several  flocks’  of  c.  1,000  L.Leven  P&K  and  ‘unquantifiable 
numbers’  roosting  in  Tay  reedbeds  P&K  in  late  summer;  310  Mersehead  D&G  21  Aug;  150  Caerlaverock 
D&G  22  Aug;  600  Lindores  F 23  Aug;  350  Kilconquhar  L.  F 3 1 Aug;  pre-roost  of  3,000  Bridge  of  Earn  P&K 
6 Sep;  250  Lindores  & 200+  Castle  L.  D&G  8 Sep;  100  Cambusmore  Forth  9 Sep. 

Last  Arg,  Clyde,  Bord  & Fair  Is  1 5-25  Sep;  Forth,  Loth,  Shet,  Fife  & NE  1-12  Oct;  Is  of  May  23  Oct;  Ork  28  Oct. 


R.D.Murray  [Ed.] 
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Barn  Swallow  (Swallow)  Hirundo  rustica 

Spring:  Several  exceptionally  early  birds:  2 Headshaw  L.  B 10  Mar;  4 Coldstream  B 16  Mar;  1-4  St.Monans  F, 
Strathclyde  Loch  Clyde,  Lindores  L.  F,  Machriewaterfoot,  Arran  Clyde  Is,  Baron’s  Haugh  Clyde,  Musselburgh 
L,  Imeraval  Arg  & Camain,  Islay  Arg  23-29  Mar.  More  normal  early  dates  from  the  start  of  Apr.  A&D,  D&G, 
Forth  & Ayr  7 Apr;  M&N,  NE  8 Apr;  P&K  9 Apr;  OHeb  14  Apr;  Fair  Is,  Shet  & Ork  19-20  Apr. 

20  L. Geliy  F on  23  Apr;  50  Peebles  B 25  Apr;  80/hr  Kincraig  F on  27  Apr;  100+  Peppermill  Dam  F on  3 May; 
100  Kinnordy  A&D  5 May;  112  Hule  Moss  B 12  May;  120  Fair  Is  14  May;  50  L.of  Hillwell  Shet  16  May. 
Widespread  in  S.  Scotland  during  3rd  week  of  Apr,  one  week  later  further  north,  c.  14  birds  made  it  to  St.Kilda 
OH  6 Jun-23  Jul. 

Breeding:  Shet  7prs  bred  5 areas,  double-brooded  at  Sandwick;  Fair  Is  Ipr  bred  with  br5;  Ork  only  1 8prs  noted 
from  7 sites;  M&N  4 nests  Lhanbryde  had  MCS  5.5  & MBS  5.25;  Is  of  May  Ipr  reared  br3;  Loth  reports 
from  just  2 sites;  Bord  records  from  7 sites;  Clyde  75  pairs  reported  from  31  sites  with  9prs  at  2 sites  in 
Dolphinton  & 7prs  Gleniffer  Braes;  Arg  pr  bred  Sanda  Lighthouse;  Ayr  14prs  Culzean  (5  in  ’99). 

First  fledged  Bord  1 Jun;  Clyde  Is  1 1 Jun;  A&D  30  Jun;  Fair  Is  30  Aug.  Second  broods  fledged  A&D  16  Jul. 
Young  in  nest  L.Gruinart,  Islay  Arg  1 1 Sep  & Kilmory,  Arran  Clyde  Is  15  Sep  but  also  Somhill  Ayr  on  8 Oct. 
Autumn:  2,000  Valleyfield  Lagoon  F 8 Jun;  150  Graemeshall  Ork  27  Jul;  100  Leuchars  F 30  Jul;  2,000  roost 
Machrihanish  Arg  3 1 Jul-1  Aug;  3,000  Newshot  Is.  Clyde  3 Aug;  400  Culbin  Bar  M&N  12  Aug;  120  Leuchars 
1 5 Aug;  1 50+  Carlingwark  D&G  1 6 Aug;  c.  1 00,000+  roosted  in  Lay  reedbeds  near  Errol  P&K,  3,000  L.Leven 
P&K  in  early  Aug;  3,000  Newshot  Is.  Clyde  3 Aug; ; 140  Dolphinton  Clyde  18  Aug;  370  Kingholm  Quay  D&G 
& 1 14  Craigurd  B 21  Aug;  120  Yetholm  L.  26  Aug;  400  L.of  Strathbeg  NE  27  Aug;  1,200  Mersehead  D&G 
28  Aug;  ‘hundreds’  passing  Tayinloan  Arg  29  Aug;  10,000+  roosted  St.Margaret’s  Marsh  F 4 Sep;  5,000  roost 
Kilconquhar  L.  F 10  Sep;  120/hr  Kinghom  F 10  Sep;  600  Graemeshall  & 160  Findhom  M&N  12  Sep;  200  at 
Aird  Meadow  Clyde  19  Sep;  100  Faimington  B and  100  Monkton  Ayr  22  Sep;  > 100/hr  Balmedie  NE  25  Sep; 
400  still  at  Kilconquhar  L.  5 Oct;  500  Cocklehill  Marsh  F 12  Oct. 

Last  regular  birds  P&K  8 Oct;  Forth,  OHeb  & Fair  Is  11-16  Oct;  Is  of  May,  D&G,  Bord  & Ork  25-31  Oct. 
Stragglers  elsewhere  occurred  well  into  Nov  with  latest  birds  Clyde,  Ayr,  Shet,  Clyde  Is  & Arg  4-9  Nov;  M&N 
& Loth  13-19  Nov;  A&D  & Fife  23  Nov;  NE  25  Nov.  Several  lingered  even  later  with  exceptional  Dec  singles 
at  Yellowcraig  L 2-3  Dec,  Hope  Bay,  Flotta  Ork  on  7 Dec  & St.Andrews  F on  25  Dec. 


*Red-rumped  Swallow  Hirundo  daurica 

Spring:  Singles  Scatness  Shet  8 May,  presumably  the  same  bird  L.of  Hillwell  Shet  10  May;  Fair  Is  11-12  May 
& Queenamidda  Ork  12  May. 

5th  for  Orkney,  6th  for  Fair  Isle  & 8'^  for  Shetland,  presumably  could  all  have  been  the  same  bird. 


House  Martin  Delichon  urbica 

Spring:  First  3 Monikie  A&D  20  Mar  were  very  early.  Then  Fife  2 Apr;  P&K,  Clyde  Is  & Ayr  11-14  Apr;  Bord 
& Loth  15-16  Apr;  D&G,  M&N,  NE,  Forth,  Clyde  & Is  of  May  19-23  Apr;  OHeb,  Shet  & Ork  29  Apr;  Fair  Is 
4 May.  Main  arrival  was  late  Apr-early  May.  Max  early  counts  10  R.Tay  at  Perth  P&K  21  Apr;  40  Fair  Is  on 
14  May;  40  Hillwell  Shet  17  May;  70  Hogganfield  Loch  Clyde  22  May. 

Breeding:  Ork  3prs  noted  Holm;  M&N  30  nests  Buckie  High  School  (45  in  ’99);  NE  113  cliff  nests  St.Cyrus  & 
28  nests  Slains  school;  A&D  noted  at  3 sites  where  3brl2;  Fife  16prs  Longannet  (30  in  ’99)  & 6prs  Valleyfield 
(12  in  ’99)  also  31  nests  at  9 other  sites;  Forth  70  nests  at  2 sites,  max  50prs  Brae  of  Doune;  Bord  279  nests 
at  16  sites  with  84  cliff  nests  Dunglass  & 18  cliff  nests  Siccar  Point;  Clyde  Is29  nests  at  2 sites  Arran;  Clyde 
192  nests  from  26  sites  with  26  nests  Culter  Waterhead  & 22  nests  Erskine  Bridge;  Ayr  18  nests  at  4 sites; 
D&G  120prs  at  4 sites  with  70+prs  Tongland  Bridge. 

Second  brood  fledged  Clyde  24  Aug.  Young  still  in  nest  West  Linton  B 4 Oct. 

Summer/ Autumn : 500  Valleyfield  lagoons  F & 230  L.Gelly  F 8 Jun;  125  Glen  Lethnot  A&D  30  Jul;  140  Forter 
A&D  11  Aug;  210  Kingholm  Quay  D&G  14  Aug;  210  Kinloss  M&N  16  Aug;  100  Drum  Castle  NE  19  Aug; 
180  Lunan  Bay  A&D  & 140  Fountainhall  B 24  Aug;  250  Newmains  B 26  Aug;  240  Clochan  M&N  28  Aug; 
1 60  Kilconquhar  F 3 1 Aug;  400  St. Abbs  B on  4 Sep;  1 20  Leuchars  F 1 0 Sep;  1 00  Lees  B 1 1 Sep;  1 40  Eddleston 
12  Sep;  200  Bonskeid  P&K  15  Sep;  240  Harperrig  Res.  L 17  Sep;  150  Kinloss  21  Sep;  100  Alford  NE  29  Sep; 
40  Kilchum  Castle  Arg  9 Oct.  Last  OHeb  & Fair  Is  24-28  Sep;  D&G,  P&K,  Arg,  M&N,  Ork  & Bord  2-10  Oct; 
NE  & Shet  23  Oct;  A&D  & Ayr  & Is  of  May  24-26  Oct;  Clyde  8 Nov;  Fife  1 1 Nov;  Loth  18  Nov. 
Exceptionally  late  birds  Stirling  Forth  28  Nov,  Forres  M&N  2 Dec  & Whiting  Bay,  Arran  Clyde  Is  12  Dec. 
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* Richard’s  Pipit  Anthus  novaeseelandiae 

Winter:  1 Links,  Papa  Westray  Ork  20  Jan  was  a very  unusual  winter  record. 

Autumn:  1 Foula  Shet  & 1 Sumburgh  Shet  22  Sep;  1 Girdleness  NE  26-30  Sep;  1 North  Ronaldsay  Ork  from 
28  Sep-4  Oct;  6-7  seen  Fair  Is  during  Oct,  max  3 on  7 Oct;  1 Fife  Ness  Muir  F 13  Oct;  1 Girdleness  20  Oct;  1 
St.Abbs  Head  B 9 Nov. 

14  for  2000,  with  3''‘‘  record  for  Borders,  8th  for  Fife,  21st  for  NE  Scotland. 


* Olive-backed  Pipit  Anthus  gustavi 

Autumn:  1 Kergord  Shet  21-22  Sep;  1 Fair  Is  25  Sep-3  Oct  with  another  there  29  Sep;  1 Westness  Ork  & 
Baltasound  Shet  28  Sep;  1 Skaw,  Unst  Shet  29  Sep;  1 Burrafirth  Shet  2 Oct;  1 Skaw,  Whalsay  Shet  11-13  Oct; 
1 Fair  Is  19  Oct;  1 Fair  Is  26-27  Oct;  1 killed  by  a cat  Virkie  Shet  26  Oct;  1 Fair  Is  10  Nov. 

The  Kergord  record  was  earliest  autumn  record  for  UK.  12  in  one  year  is  an  excellent  total,  typically 
confined  to  the  N. Isles.  The  skin  of  Virkie  bird  now  in  National  Museum  of  Scotland. 


Tree  Pipit  Anthus  trivialis 

Spring:  First  1 Rodono  B 15  Apr.  Then  Clyde  & Arg  18  Apr;  Fair  Is,  Shet,  Loth  & Forth  19-21  Apr;  P&K,  NE 
& D&G  22-24  Apr;  M&N,  Ayr,  Ork  & Fife  27-30  Apr;  OHeb  1 May;  A&D  7 May. 

As  usual  most  first  records  from  territorial  birds  with  many  singers  by  first  week  of  May.  Passage  was  very  light 
everywhere:  most  areas  having  just  1-2  records  of  1-2  birds  although  max  9 Fair  Is  were  on  14  May.  It  was  also 
the  worst  spring  on  Shet  since  1987  with  just  5 singles  & only  2 records  from  Ork,  where  there  were  54  in  ’99. 
1 reached  St.Kilda  OH  on  1 7 May. 

Breeding:  M&N  noted  6 sites;  NE  noted  3 sites;  A&D  noted  2 sites;  Fife  lOprs  noted  5 sites,  including  first  in 
E.Fife  for  many  years;  Forth  BBS  shows  60%  decline  in  numbers  on  plots;  Loth  noted  3 sites;  Bord  35mm 
at  19  sites  with  8mm  Whithaugh  Park;  Clyde  Is  singles  at  2 sites  Arran  & 1 site  Bute;  Clyde  96prs  reported 
from  3 1 sites  with  1 6prs  Glen  Douglas  & 9mm  at  2 sites  at  L.Lomond;  Arg  noted  from  5 BBS  & 6 Countryside 
2000  squares,  17mm  Taynish  CBC  (mean  13);  Ayr  22  territories  at  18  sites;  D&G  1 new  site. 

Autumn:  Excellent  152  autumn  records  from  Ork  & c.l34  Shet  but  very  poor  numbers  on  the  mainland.  First 
Fife  22  Jul  but  first  Fair  Is  not  until  22  Aug.  5 Dunoon  Arg  15  Aug;  25  Skerries  Shet  15  Sep;  6 passed  through 
St.Kilda  18-29  Sep;  80  Fair  Is  21  Sep;  20  Foula  Shet  & 10  Sumburgh  Shet  23  Sep;  15  Whalsay  Shet  25  Sep; 
3 Kincraig  Point  F 27  Sep;  25  North  Ronaldsay  Ork  & 10  Whalsay  2 Oct;  6 Skerries  6 Oct  with  5 there  13  Oct. 
Last  birds  Clyde  16  Sep;  Loth,  D&G,  OHeb  and  Fife  22-29  Sep;  Bord  & Arg  1-9  Oct;  NE  12  Oct;  Fair  Is  26  Oct 
with  latest  singles  Levenwick  Shet  10  Nov  & North  Ronaldsay  Ork  11  Nov. 


Meadow  Pipit  Anthus pratensis 

Winter/Spring:  Small  numbers,  usually  1-5  birds,  were  noted  widely  throughout  the  winter,  including  1 Baltasound 
Shet  in  Jan.  This  was  perhaps  typified  by  51  that  were  picked  up  during  Jan/Feb  in  16  Farmland  Bird  Census 
plots  in  Fife.  Otherwise  the  best  early-year  counts  were  119  Criffel  D&G,  60  Cattermuir  Clyde,  40  Lochwinnoch 
Clyde,  39  Knockendoch  D&G,  36  Culbin/Naim  Bars  M&N,  28  Blackdevonmouth  Forth,  24  Blairlogie  Forth 
& 14  Haugh  of  Kercock  P&K  in  Jan  & 32  Valleyfield  F in  early  Feb. 

The  best  passage  counts  were  100+  (hr)  Dunglass  B 19  Mar;  200  Tiree  Arg  22  Mar;  50  Mid  Cambushinnie 
P&K  26  Mar;  70  Kincraig  Point  F 30  Mar;  1 86  Glen  Fruin  Clyde,  100KillinForth2  Apr;  100+ Glen  Doll  A&D 
6 Apr;  65  Kinghom  F 8 Apr;  200  Forter  A&D  1 1 Apr;  150  Lanrick  Forth,  100+  Upper  Glen  Almond  P&K  & 
100+  Dunalastair  P&K  14-15  Apr;  120  Pubil.  Glen  Lyon  P&K  16  Apr;  164  Musselburgh  L 19  Apr;  50  Is  of 
May  20  Apr;  100+  Mull  of  Galloway  D&G  24  Apr;  320  Fair  Is  3 May. 

Breeding:  Ork  38prs  Birsay  Moors  with  23prs  at  another  6 sites;  OHeb  29+  territories  Ben  Risary,  North  Uist 
with  40prs,  also  noted  at  3 other  sites;  M&N  25prs  at  Banrtach/Lochenoun;  P&K  stable  16prs  Vane  Farm; 
Fife  36-37prs  Lomond  Hills  (24),  28prs  Earlshall/Goosepools,  19prs  Drumbamie  Dunes  with  39prs  at  another 
12  sites,  12prs  at  Longannet/Valleyfield  reared  c.80  young;  Loth  26prs  Aberlady  (40)  & lOprs  Tailend  Moss; 
Bord  409prs  Blackhope  Farm,  77mm  noted  on  1 1km  walk  on  Dere  Street,  Cheviots,  max  53  contacts  East  Loch 
BBS,  also  47prs  noted  at  7 other  sites;  Clyde  219  territories  reported  from  25  sites  with  30mm  Ben  Bowie  & 
16mmOverton  Muir;  Arg  large  counts  of  109  & 100  contacts  respectively  in  BBS  8c  Countryside  2000  1km 
plots,  14prs  Sanda  Is.  lOprs  Taynish  CBC  (mean  5).  First  fledged  Bord  15  Jun;  Clyde  15  Jul. 

Autumn/Winter:  1 08  Daer  Res.  Clyde  4 Jul  & 800  Glen  Ogil  A&D  20  Jul  suggests  excellent  breeding  success. 
‘Several  thousands’  Tiree  Arg  in  Aug;  250+  Kinnaber  A&D  25  Aug;  150  Quendale  Shet  27  Aug;  200  Flanders 
Moss  Forth  28  Aug;  300  Leadbum  B 29  Aug. 


R.D.Murray  [Ed.] 
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Exceptional  passage  was  noted  in  E.Fife  in  mid-Sep  with  800  Is  of  May  8 Sep,  534  (Ihr)  passing  Elie  Point  F 
on  9 Sep  & 4,340  (hr)  passing  Fife  Ness  F on  10  Sep  when  400  (hr)  moved  through  Kincraig  Point  F;  700 
St.Kilda  OH  14  Sep;  650  Fair  Is,  300  Scatness  Shet&300  Spiggie  17-18  Sep;  453  on  North  RonaldsayOrk  19 
Sep;  1,000  Foula  Shet  23  Sep;  500  (hr)  Mull  of  Galloway  on  25  Sep;  300  St.Kilda  26  Sep;  300  Windyhill  A&D 
2 Oct;  100  Is  of  May  15  Oct.  Reduced  passage  was  noted  until  early  Nov. 

27  Naim/Culbin  Bars  10  Dec,  77  Glen  Fruin  Clyde  26  Dec  & 150+ Arbroath  Cliffs  A«&D  29  Dec  but  once  more 
very  small  numbers  were  noted  fairly  well  inland  away  from  coasts  as  well  as  on  Shet  at  Unst  & Virkie. 

A red-throated  bird  at  Rattray  NE  in  Mar/ Apr  caused  considerable  excitement  until  the  identification  was 
confirmed  as  pratensis.  See  Baxter  & Scholfield  in  Birding  Scotland  3 (3):  131-135  for  an  account  of  this  bird. 


* Red-throated  Pipit  Anthus  cervinus 
Autumn:  5 birds,  typically  all  on  the  islands. 

1 Fair  Is  12-15  Sep,  another  there  23-24  Sep;  1 St.Kilda  OH  26  & 29  Sep;  ) Fair  Is  2-7  Oct. 

Rock  Pipit  Anthus  petrosus 

Winter/Spring:  27  Naim  Bar  M&N,  26  Portgordon  M&N  & 15  Girdleness  NE  9 Jan;  130  counted  on  complete 
coastal  survey  of  Tiree  Arg  14-20  Jan;  124  counted  along  the  whole  Gullane  L to  Berwickshire  coast  B 30  Jan; 
12  Buchanhaven  NE  20  Feb;  1 1 Cocklemill  F 21  Feb;  33  Maesness  Ork  10  Mar;  12  Bummouth  B on  13  Apr; 
10  Ballochmartin  Bay,  Cumbrae  Clyde  Is  29  Apr. 

Breeding:  Shet  28prs  Noss;  Ork  43prs  noted  at  5 sites  with  13prs  South  Ronaldsay  & llprs  Auskerry  (W 
shore);  OHeb  lOprs  noted  at  2 sites  North  Uist;  M&N  16prs  at  8 sites  with  4mm  Portknockie;  Bord  28prs 
Eyemouth  to  Bummouth,  12prs  St. Abbs  Head,  9prs  Killidraught  Bay;  Arg  27prs  Sanda  Is.,  14prs  on  Lunga, 
Treshnish  Is.;  Clyde  pr  Port  Glasgow;  Ayr  6prs  Heads  of  Ayr;  D&G  Ipr  Mersehead. 

First  young  seen  Shet  8 Jun  & Fife  19  Jun. 

AutumnAVinter:  1 5+  at  Blackwaterfoot,  Arran  Clyde  Is  1 7 Sep;  1 7 Bummouth  25  Sep;  28  Covesea  -Lossiemouth 
M&N  5 Oct;  36  North  Ronaldsay  Ork  13  Oct;  10  Is  of  May  21  Oct;  17  St.  Andrews  F 27  Oct;  40  Cove  NE 
1 Nov;  30  Portgordon  10  Dec;  13  Maidens  Ayr  15  Dec;  13  Cellardyke  F 31  Dec. 

Scandinavian  Rock  Pipit  A.s.littoralis 

Spring:  singles  Bams  Ness  L 19  & 26  Mar;  1 North  Ronaldsay  Ork  25  -31  Mar;  3 Bummouth  B 13  Apr;  1 Fair 
Is  25  Apr;  1 Fair  Is  3-5  May;  1 Balranald,  North  Uist  OH  9 May. 

1 Fetlar  Shet  30  May  was  unusually  late  and  hints  at  possible  summering. 


* Water  Pipit  Anthus  spinoletta 

Spring:  1 Cocklemill  F 1 8 Mar-6  Apr.  Fourth  record  for  Fife 


Yellow  Wagtail  Motacilla  flava  flavissima 

Spring:  1 Musselburgh  L 22  Apr;  1 Birgham  Haugh  B 23  Apr,  1 St. Abbs  Head  B 24  Apr.  Then  D&G  and  Ayr 
27  Apr;  Clyde,  Ork  & OHeb  29  Apr;  NE  & Shet  1-3  May;  Fair  Is  & Fife  10-12  May;  Is  of  May  26  May. 
Series  of  passage  birds  E.Loth  coast  with  4 Aberlady,  4 Bams  Ness  & 2 each  at  Musselburgh  & Tomess.  Very 
few  others  in  spring  away  from  SE  Scotland,  just  2 NE,  OHeb  & Fair  Is  and  only  singles  Shet,  Arg,  Clyde,  D&G, 
Ork,  Fife  & Ayr.  1 inland  at  Prora  L 6 May. 

Breeding:  Loth  single  prs  seen  Tomess  and  Bams  Ness,  but  breeding  not  proved;  Bord  a min  1 Iprs  were  noted 
at  5 sites  with  breeding  proved  at  Lees  Haugh  where  3br9  on  8 Jul  and  at  Lumsdaine  where  br2  on  29  Aug.  Also 
noted  on  banks  of  Tweed  at  Firebummill,  Hendersyde  & Springhall. 

Autumn:  Autumn  parties  more  widespread  in  Borders  than  in  breeding  season  records  with  5 Newmains  B on 
29  Aug;  5 Duns  B & 10  Lees  Haugh  9 Sep.  Last  birds  Lees  15  Sep. 

Elsewhere  unraced  Yellow  Wagtails  noted  16  Jul-5  Oct  with  c.l6  Shet,  c.lO  Fair  Is,  c.6  Orkney,  2 Loth,  OHeb 
& Clyde,  NE  & Is  of  May  and  singles  Arg  and  D&G;  mostly  singles  but  2 Finnich  Toll  Clyde  1 6 Jul;  max  5 noted 
Fair  Is  (undated),  4 Skerries  Shet  24  & 26  Sep,  2 Girdleness  NE  25  Sep  & 6 Foula  Shet  28  Sep.  Last  singles 
North  Ronaldsay  Ork  & Fair  Is  on  5 Oct.  Latest  1 Stoneybridge  South  Uist  OH  13  Oct. 


Blue-headed  Wagtail  M.f flava 

Spring:  1 Colonsay  House,  Colonsay  Arg  26  Apr;  1 St.Kilda  OH  5 May. 
Autumn:  3 present  in  autumn  on  Fair  Is  (no  dates)  & 1 Whalsay  Shet  5 Oct. 
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Grey-headed  Wagtail  M.fthunbergi 

Spring:  1 Is  of  May  1 May;  1 Virkie  Shet  13  May;  1 Hermaness  Shet  24  May;  1 Fair  Is  4 Jun. 
Autumn:  1 North  Ronaldsay  Ork  22  Sep. 


* Citrine  Wagtail  Motacilla  citreola 

Autumn:  9 birds.  P'-w  Fair  Is  14-16  Aug;  P'-w  Skerries  Shet  27  Aug;  1 juv/P‘-w  Quendale  Shet  30  Aug- 
16  Sep;  P‘-w  Fair  Is  2 Sep;  juv  Scatness  Shet  13  Sep;  P-w  Skerries  15-16  Sep;  P-w  Fair  Is  20  Sep;  P‘-w 
North  Ronaldsay  Ork  22  Sep  was  joined  by  a second  on  23-24  Sep  with  one  remaining  until  28  Sep. 


Fair  Isle  Observatory  Bird  Report 


Grey  Wagtail  Motacilla  cinerea 

Winter/Spring:  Just  1 Jan/Feb  record  from  N. Isles.  Inland  wintering  was  noted  at  7 sites  in  M&N,  Clyde  and 
Bord,  5 sites  P&K  and  3 in  Fife.  15  inland  birds  Forth  with  5 on  R.Devon,  8 Carron  below  Denny  in  Jan. 

First  inland  Bord  26  Feb;  inland  P&K  8 Mar;  Ork  13  Mar;  OHeb  18  Mar;  Shet  31  Mar;  Fair  Is  18  Apr. 
Breeding:  Shet  prs  bred  Skaw,  Unst  & Catfirth;  Ork  singles  noted  at  2 sites  in  summer;  OHeb  pr  bred  Storno- 
way Woods,  Lewis;  M&N  3prs  Dallas  area  was  only  record;  NE  7prs  noted  at  4 sites  with  3 broods  at 
Stoncywood;  A&D  breeding  noted  at  9 sites;  Fife  25prs  noted  at  22  sites  with  llbr25  seen;  Loth  breeding 
noted  6 sites;  Bord  78prs  at  44  sites  with  9prs  Melrose  WBS  & 7prs  along  16km  of  Manor  Water  drainage; 
Clyde  Is  6prs  noted  Arran;  Clyde  58prs  seen  from  46  sites,  all  with  l-3prs;  Arg  noted  39  sites  with  4 confirmed 
broods  (3brl2);  Ayr  35prs  at  32  sites  with  3prs  R.Ayr  at  Auchincruive,  5brl4  noted. 

First  broods  noted  Bord  16  May;  Fife  28  May;  A&D  24  Jun;  D&G  28  Jun;  Shet  early  Jul. 

Autumn/Winter:  Passage  noted  from  mid-Jul  to  early  Nov,  peaking  in  late  Sep/early  Oct  with  12  Harperrig  Res. 
L 16  Jul;  6 R Calder  at  Lochwinnoch  Clyde  16  Aug;  6 Edenside  F 9 Sep,  9 Lower  Carriston  Res.  F 17  Sep  & 
35SW  Elie  Ness  F on  2 Oct;  distinct  movement  Park-Cove  area  NE  on  1 Sep;  daily  St. Abbs  Head  B 31  Aug- 
28  Oct,  Is  of  May  4 Sep- 12  Oct  and  on  Fair  Is  26  Sep-26  Oct.  Last  OHeb  23  Sep;  Fair  Is  & Ork  26-30  Oct; 
Shet  7 Nov.  Inland  winter  records  during  Dec  in  Forth  (9),  Clyde  (6),  Bord  (4),  P&K  (3),  M&N  (2)  & Ayr  (1). 
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Grey  Wagtail 
Andrew  Stevenson 
Outer  Hebrides  Bird  Report 


Pied  Wagtail  Motacilla  alba  M.a.yarrellii 
Pied  Wagtail 

Winter/Spring:  c.6  Jan/Feb  records  from  Ork  & Fair  Is.  34  found  in  1 6 farmland  bird  plots  in  Fife  during  Jan/Feb 
but  few  noted  in  P&K,  Forth  & Borders.  14  Lecropt  Forth,  19  Strathclyde  Park  Clyde  & 9 Imeraval,  Islay 
Arg  in  Jan;  16  Ormsary  Arg  & 12  Girdleness  NE  in  Feb.  Winter  roosts  include  150-200  at  Guardbridge 
Papermill  F during  Jan-Feb;  59  Dalscone  D&G  19  Feb;  30  Morton  L.  F 7 Apr. 

First  arrivals  Bord  12  Feb;  P&K  26  Feb;  Fair  Is  1 Mar;  Ork  3 Mar;  OHeb  8 Mar;  Shet  11  Mar.  Passage/roost 
flocks  include  63  Millichen  Flood  Clyde  4 Mar  ; 70  Tiree  Arg  22  Mar;  100  Killin  Forth  2 Apr;  36  Kinnordy 
A&D  5 Apr;  54  Mains  of  Usan  A&D  13  Apr;  40  Kinnaber  A&D  28  Apr. 

Breeding:  Shet  survey  revealed  9prs  S. Mainland  with  7prs  elsewhere  confirm  the  recent  increase;  Fair  Is  pr 
reared  br4;  OHeb  Ipr  Lewis,  1 1 sites  North  Uist  with  2 confirmed  breedings,  also  bred  at  1 site  on  the  Monach 
Is.;  Is  of  May  4prs  reared  single  broods;  Fife  some  decrease  noted  but  4br8  noted;  Bord  61prs  were  noted  at 
15  sites  with  18prs  central  Manor  Valley  & 14prs  Ettrick  Marshes,  10br36  seen;  Arg  4prs  fledged  just  1 juv 
Sanda  Is.,  pr+br3  Lunga,  Treshnish  Is.  & also  bred  Oronsay;  Clyde  30prs  from  26  sites;  Ayr  4brl3  at  3 sites. 
First  broods  noted  Bord  7 May;  Fair  Is  26  Jun.  Third  brood  Lumsdaine  B fledged  on  3 Aug. 

AutumnAVinter:  200  Powgavie  P&K  in  early  Aug;  56  Covesea  M&N  on  3 Aug;  156  Forres  M&  N on  18  Aug; 
40  Forfar  L.  A&D  20  Aug;  270  roost  Strathclyde  Park  23  Aug;  60  Gott  Bay  Arg  29  Aug;  1 8 L.Paible,  North  Uist 
OH  early/mid  Sep;  106MusselburgliL  2 Sep;  110LeesHaughB4Sep;  70  West  Sands  F 5 Sep;  100  St. Boswells 
B 9 Sep;  140  to  roost  LochwinnocI  Clyde  19  Sep;  80+ Valleyfield  Lagoons  F 21  Sep;  100+ Auchenreoch  L. 
D&G  23  Sep;  40  Girvan  Ayr  29  Sep ; 55  Leadbum  B,  40  Girdleness  & 30  Tumberry  Ayr  30  Sep;  259  going  SW 
were  noted  on  6 (Ihr)  visits  at  Elie  f less  F 2-15  Oct,  max  70+  on  5 Oct;  250  roost  L.Spynie  M&N  & 87  Bridge 
of  Allan  Forth  7 Oct;  98  at  roost  Greenock  Clyde  8 Oct;  90  roost  Coatbridge  College  Clydel6  Oct;  82  Cupar 
F 21  Oct;  45  Coble  Shore  F 27  Oct;  70  R.Eden,  Cupar  F 2 Nov;  100  Kirkcaldy  Station  F 12  Nov. 

Last  Ork  30  Oct. 

Best  Dec  counts  were  23  Cambuskenneth  Forth,  21  Gart  Forth,  12  Newmains  B & 10  Inverdavot  F.  14  Forth 
& 4 P&K  records  in  Dec. 
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White  Wagtail  Motacilla  a.  alba 

Winter:  1 Summerston  Clyde  22  Jan,  with  2 mm  there  on  24  Jan  may  well  be  the  first-ever  sign  of  this  form 
wintering  in  Scotland. 

Spring:  First  1 Newmains  B 1 3 Mar;  1 Kinneil  Forth  1 8 Mar;  D&G,  Loth  & Clyde  23-25  Mar;  A&D,  Arg  & Ayr 
5-9  Apr;  Shet,  OHeb,  Clyde  Is,  Is  of  May  & NE  16-20  Apr;  M&N  27  Apr;  Fair  Is  II  May. 

The  totals  reported  point  to  a distinctly  western  bias  to  the  spring  passage  with:  c.200  Arg,  170  OHeb,  1 60  D&G, 
147  Ayr,  33  Loth,  >27  Shet,  13  NE,  10  Bord,  9 Clyde  Is,  7 M&N,  5 Forth,  3 A&D  and  3 Is  of  May. 

4 Newmains  20  Mar;  16  Fair  Is  8 Apr;  1 5 Buchley  Pool  Clyde,  13Quendale  Shet,  10  L.Gruinart,  Islay  Arg  and 
6 Whalsay  Shet  on  20-21  Apr;  34  Vaul  Bay,  Tiree  Arg,  33  Tumberry-Dipple  shore  Ayr,  30  Caerlaverock 
D&G,  30  L.Gruinart,  27  Doonfoot-Greenan  Ayr  & 25  Yonderton  Clyde  22-24  Apr;  107  Mersehead  D&G  and 
33  Auchenharvie  Ayr  27  Apr;  1 1 Musselburgh  L & 4 Cove  NE  29  Apr;  60  Howmore-  Smerclate  South  Uist  OH 
at  end  of  Apr;  max  80  St.Kilda  OH  5 May;  12  Fair  Is  7 May;  max  41  Machrihanish  Arg  1 1 May. 

Breeding:  OHeb  lad  with  4 juvs  (mate  not  seen)  Malacete,  North  Uist  14  Jun;  also  1 ad  collecting  food  Traigh 
Mhor,  Barra  23  Jun,  displaying  pr  St.Kilda  2-11  Jun;  Arg  1 ad  was  feeding  young  Carsaig  Bay,  Mull  on  14  Jun, 
1 associating  with  fyarrellii  Caimban  5-16  Jun,  1 Machrihanish  2-3  Jun. 

In  view  of  the  western  passage  the  numbers  remaining  to  breed  is  less  surprising  than  might  be  expected. 

Autumn:  c.l03  noted  Arg,  20  Is  of  May,  14  Ayr,  1-4  birds  M&N,  D&G,  Loth,  Clyde,  Forth  & NE. 

100  Fair  Is  & 20  Sumburgh  Shet  19  Aug;  25  birds  St.Kilda  24/25  Aug;  a record  200  Fair  Is  28  Aug;  12  Dipple 
Ayr,  7 Machrihanish  & 2 Barassie  Ayr  2 Sep;  max  22  Ardivachar  Point,  South  Uist  OH  & 14  Rubha  Ardvule, 
South  Uist  OH  early/mid  Sep;  12  Cleat,  Arran  Clyde  Is  7 Sep;  40  roosted  Quendale  Shet  9 Sep;  12  Bruichladdich- 
Bridgend,  Islay  Arg  10  Sep;  10  Is  of  May  25  Sep;  30  Uisaed-Machrihanish  Arg  30  Sep;  6 Is  of  May  22  Oct; 

5 L.Fada,  Tiree  Arg  & 6 Balnabraid  Glen  Arg  24  Oct. 

Last  D&G,  Loth,  Forth  & Clyde  17-24  Sep;  OHeb  3 Oct;  M&N  1 8 Oct;  Arg  24  Oct;  Shet  4 Nov;  Fair  Is  1 0 Nov. 


Bohemian  Waxwing  (Waxwing)  Bomby cilia  garrulus 

Winter/Spring:  A few  were  left  over  from  late  1999:  max  38  Merchiston,  Edinburgh  L 12  Jan;  23  Govan  Rd., 
Glasgow  Clyde,  16  Elgin  M&N  16  Jan;  19  South  Queensferry  L 22  Jan;  43  Newstead  B 5 Feb,  17  Boat  of 
Garten  H 15  Feb;  17  Rosyth  F 27  Feb,  30  Airdrie  Clyde  9 Mar;  20+  Ralston  Clyde  18  Mar;  18  Clarkston 
Clyde;  20  Abemethy  Forest  H 10  Apr;  18  in  Jordanhill,  Glasgow  Clyde  1 1 Apr;  36  Aberdeen  NE  26  Apr. 
Last:  Bord  4 Feb;  A&D  8 Feb;  Loth  17  Mar;  Fife  2 Apr;  Clyde  15  Apr;  M&N  28  Apr.  A few  hung  on  in 
Aberdeen  to  early  May  with  1 Mid  Yell  Shet  4-8  May. 
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Breeding:  High  2 seen  in  suitable  habitat  2 May  with  1 still  there  5 Jun  may  represent  a breeding  attempt. 
Autumn/Winter:  First  1 Boddam  NE  on  24  Sep;  5 Aberdeen  1 Oct;  1 Stornoway  Woods,  Lewis  OH  on  17  Oct; 
6 Aberfeldy  P&K  22  Oct;  1 Voe  Shet  31  Oct.  Then  Ork  1 Nov;  Clyde  Is  6 Nov;  Bord  11  Nov;  Fife  22Nov; 
M&N,  A&D,  Ayr,  D&G,  Is  of  May  & Clyde  20-30  Dec.  20-30  Glen  Cloy,  Arran  Clyde  Is  6 Nov. 

Most  arrived  during  the  third  week  of  Dec.  Best  counts:  30  Campbeltown  Arg  26  Dec;  25  Naim  M&N  28  Dec; 
24  L.Skerrols,  Islay  Arg  26  Dec;16  Aberlady  L 28  Jan;  14  Strathpepper  H 29  Dec;  30  Edinburgh,  25  Stirling 
Forth,  20  Eyemouth  B and  1 9 Lossiemouth  M&N  30  Dec;  54  Dumfries  D&G,  21  Aberdeen,  14  Anstmther  F, 
1 1 Inverness  H,  10  Ralston  & 10  Bridge  of  Earn  P&K  on  31  Dec. 
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White-throated  Dipper  (Dipper)  Cinclus  cinclus 

Winter/Spring:  28  R.Devon  Forth  from  Alva  to  Dollar  in  Jan  but  only  8 there  in  Mar;  8 R.Carron  from  Carron 
to  Bonnybridge  in  Jan;  1 Mill  Dam  of  Skaill  Ork  28  Mar. 

Breeding:  OHeb  noted  at  11  sites;  M&N  noted  7 sites;  NE  noted  at  just  1 site;  Fife  noted  at  16  sites  but  only 
confirmed  at  St. Andrews  and  John  Knox’s  Pulpit,  inexplicably  scarce;  Loth  birds  noted  at  17  sites;  Bord  66prs 
noted  at  45  sites  with  8prs  along  8kms  of  Manor  Water;  Clyde  Is  5 nests  at  4 sites  Arran;  Clyde  3 Iprs  reported 
from  26  sites;  Ayr  20+  prs  noted  at  1 6 sites  with  4prs  with  fewer  present  along  Coyle  Water;  D&G  noted  7 sites. 
First  broods:  Bord  5 Apr,  2'“*  brood  there  24  May;  first  brood  Fife  27  May  & P&K  30  May;  Arg  7 Jun. 
AutumnAVinter:  IS  Machrihanish  Arg  8 Oct  was  unusual.  2 Glenshee  car  park  NE  10  Dec. 

Black-bellied  Dipper  C.c. cinclus 

Autumn:  Singles  Voe  Shet  13-14  Oct  & Fair  Is  30  Oct-4  Nov.  19''  for  Shetland  & 25"'  for  Fair  Isle. 


Winter  Wren  (Wren)  Troglodytes  troglodytes 

Breeding:  Shet  27prs  Noss;  Fair  Is  29prs  (26  in  ’99);  Ork  18mm  Trumland  Wood,  Rousay,  13prs  Binscarth 
Wood,  8prs  Hoxa  Head,  South  Ronaldsay;  OHeb  15prs  Bagh  Chaise,  North  Uist,  14prs  Burrival  area.  North 
Uist  with  and  34prs  in  4 other  areas,  lots  of  young  noted  St.Kilda  in  Jul;  M&N  28  territories  along  8km  track 
Monaughty  Forest,  7prs  Bantrach  moorland;  NE  53mm  on  Inverurie  farmland  lkm2;  A&D  30  Kinnordy;  P&K 
26prs  Vane  Farm  (36);  Is  of  May  none  present  after  May,  first  time  none  have  summered;  Fife  57prs  Valleyfield 
Woods  (10%  up  on  ’99),  22prs  Cameron  Res.,  2 Iprs  Eden  Est.(21  in  ’99),  17pairs  Tentsmuir  Forest  & 16prs  at 
8 other  sites,  stable  number  of  ads  and  juvs  at  St.Margaret’s  Marsh  CES\  Loth  36prs  Roslin  Glen  (37),  27prs 
Bawsinch  & 2 Iprs  Aberlady  (23);  Bord  49mm  Ladyurd  (43  in  ’99),  43prs  Blackhope,  30prs  Ettrick  Marshes, 
28prs  Chisholme  House  & 89prs  at  17  other  sites;  Clyde  292prs  reported  from  54  sites  with  36prs  Lenzie, 
Woodilee,  35prs  East  Kilbride  plots;  22prs  Baron’s  Haugh,  20  Lochwinnoch;  Arg  76prs  Taynish  CBC  (mean 
51),  19prs  Sanda  Is.,  I Iprs  E coast  of  Lunga,  Treshnish  Is.,  & 5mm  Moine  Mhor. 

First  broods:  Ork  & Bord  15  Jun.  Second  brood  Shet  2 Aug. 

Autumn:  10  Sumburgh  Shet  2 Oct;  20  Is  of  May  7 Oct;  26  St.Abbs  Head  B 10  Oct;  40  Fair  Is,  30  Skerries 
Shet  & 20  Sumburgh  13  Oct; , 16  Possil  Marsh  Clyde  15  Oct,  16  Lochwinnoch  Clyde  27  Oct;  16  Burghead- 
Hopeman  M&N  16  Oct;  30  Castle  Loch  D&G  in  Dec,  12  roosted  in  House  Martin  nest  at  Caerlaverock  D&G. 


Hedge  Accentor  (Dunnock)  Prunella  modularis 

Winter/Spring:  1-4  wintered  at  1 site  Shet  & 7 sites  Ork.  8 Cove  NE  7 Mar  was  the  only  large  winter  count. 
First  passage  Shet  & Fair  Is  27-28  Mar,  Ork  9 Apr  with  50  Fair  Is,  6 Whalsay  Shet,  6 Unst  Shet  & 4 North 
Ronaldsay  Ork  17-24  Apr. 

Breeding:  Ork  13mm  present  10  sites;  OHeb  noted  12  sites;  Fife  llprs  Eden  Est.  was  40%  down  on  ’99,  8prs 
Newport,  5prs  Valleyfield  Woods  (6  in  ’99)  also  23prs  reported  at  12  other  sites,  ads  & juvs  numbers  down  at 
St.Margaret’s  Marsh  CES\  Loth  2 Iprs  Aberlady  (26)  & 9prs  Roslin  Glen  (5);  Bord  8prs  St.Abbs  Head;  Arg 
5prs  Taynish  CBC  (mean  4)  & 4prs  Oronsay;  Clyde  134prs  at  32  sites  with  26prs  at  4 sites  Paisley  & 34prs  at 

8 sites  East  Kilbride;  D&G  lOprs  Mersehead.  First  fledged  Bord  21  Apr. 

AutumnAVinter:  First  migrants  Shet  12  Sep;  Fair  Is  & Ork  15  Sep.  10  Forter  A&D  19  Sep.  25  Yellowcraig  L on 
1 Sep.  Strong  passage  26-30  Sep:  300  Is  of  May,  100  Foula  Shet,  70  Fair  Is,  25  Sumburgh  Shet,  25  Quendale 
Shet,  20+  Denbum  Wood  F,  20+  Fife  Ness  Muir  F,  17  St.Abbs  Head  B,  15  Rattray  NE,  13  North  Ronaldsay, 

9 Drums  NE  & 3 St.Kilda  OH  27-29  Sep;  44  Whalsay  Shet  and  20  Skerries  Shet  2 Oct;  80  Fair  Is  17  Oct; 
70  Fair  Is  22  Oct.  Best  autumn  Shet  since  1984.  Wintered  4 sites  Shet,  7 sites  Ork  & 1 Fair  Is  in  Dec. 


European  Robin  (Robin)  Erithacus  rubecula 

Winter/Spring:  Wintered  c.4  sites  Shet  & 7 sites  in  Ork.  Passage  Ork  from  19  Mar,  Shet  25  Mar  & Fair  Is  from 
28  Mar.  130  ringed  Is  of  May  10-17  Apr;  5 St.Cyrus  NE  14  Apr  with  8 Cruden  Bay  NE  15  Apr  were  the  only 
large  mainland  counts.  Spring  passage  peaked  with  max  500  Fair  Is,  100  North  Ronaldsay  Ork,  25  Sumburgh 
Shet,  25  Quendale  Shet  & 24  Whalsay  Shet  17-21  Apr  with  100  passing  through  Fair  Is  to  the  end  of  Apr. 
Breeding:  Ork  19mm  noted  from  6 sites  with  1 1mm  Trumland  Wood,  Rousay;  OHeb  present  at  least  1 9 sites; 
Fife  34prs  Valleyfield  Wood  (26%  increase),  12prs  Eden  Est.,  1 Iprs  West  Muircambus,  9prs  Cameron  Res.  & 
numbers  stable  St.Margaret’s  Marsh  CES\  Loth  3 Iprs  Roslin  Glen  (26),  16prs  Aberlady  (12)  & 14prs  Bawsinch; 
Bord  26prs  Ettrick  Marshes,  24prs  Jenny’s  Brae,  23mm  Ladyurd  & 69prs  at  7 other  sites;  Arg  record  3 Iprs 
Taynish  CBC  (mean  21),  Ipr  fledged  young  Sand  Is.  & pr  bred  Oronsay;  Clyde  279prs  reported  from  52  sites 
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with  29prs  Lenzie,  Woodilee,  20prs  Glen  Douglas,  21prs  Glen  Luss  & 18prs  Baron’s  Haugh;  Ayr  49  birds  in 
partial  coverage  of  NS2252  in  May. 

First  broods:  Bord  9 Jun,  OHeb  1 Jul. 

AutumnAVinter:  First  passage  from  mid- Aug  on  Fair  Is  & late  Aug  on  Shet  & Ork.  18  Portnahaven-Port 
Wemyss,  Islay  Arg  12  Sep;  23  Is  of  May  13  Sep;  20  Cameron  Res.  F 17  Sep;  100  Fife  Ness  Muir  F on  19  Sep; 
27  North  Ronaldsay  21  Sep. 

Heavy  passage  25  Sep-3  Oct  when  450  Fair  Is,  150  Is  of  May,  100  Foula  Shet,  97  Bummouth  B,  88  North 
Ronaldsay,  50+  Fife  Ness,  50  Whalsay  Shet,  40  St.  Abbs  Head  B,  25+  St.Kilda  OH,  22  Drums  NE,  20  Balmedie 
NE,  20  Finstown  Ork  and  16  Girdleness  NE.  Also  200  Foula,  59  Whalsay  and  40  Sumburgh  Head  Shet  from 
2-6  Oct;  44  Burghead-Hopeman  M&N  16  Oct.  Good  numbers  N & W Isles  into  Nov.  Also  1 1 Mull  of  Kintyre 
Lighthouse  Arg  5 Nov;  20  Redheugh  B 9 Nov;  70  Fair  Is  & 15  St. Abbs  Head  B 22-23  Nov. 

Wintered  9 sites  Ork.  Exceptional  numbers  Shet  in  Dec  with  30  Whalsay,  20  Unst  and  many  smaller  numbers 
elsewhere,  until  the  snows  arrived.  24  along  R.Naim  M&N  18  Dec,  14  in  Glen  Fruin  Clyde  on  26  Dec  & with 
16  along  L.Fyne  shores  Arg  29  Dec  after  heavy  snow. 


* Thrush  Nightingale  Luscinia  luscinia 
Spring:  1 Fair  Is  4 Jun. 

Aummn:  1 North  Ronaldsay  Ork  1-2  Oct. 
7'^  for  Orkney  but  43’’‘‘  for  Fair  Isle. 


Bluethroat  Luscinia  svecica 

Red-spotted  Bluethroat.  L.s.  svecica. 

Spring:  First  Fair  Is  7 May;  NE  10  May;  Ork  1 1 May;  Shet  21  May;  Is  of  May  5 Jun. 

Light  spring  passage  with  6 Shet,  c.20  Fair  Is,  3 Ork,  2 NE  and  1 on  Is  of  May.  Main  passage  5 Fair  Is  with 
singles  Girdleness  NE  & North  Ronaldsay  Ork  10-13  May;  7 Fair  Is,  3 Shet  & singles  North  Ronaldsay,  Links, 
Papa  Westray  Ork  & Tony  Battery  NE  26-  29  May.  1 Is  of  May  5 Jun  with  last  Fair  Is  12  Jun.  Im  held 
tenitory  Cunningsburgh  Shet  5-12  Jun. 

Breeding:  Shet  Im  held  territory  Cunningsburgh  Shet  5-12  Jun;  Clyde  a singing  m on  heather  moorland  Cample 
Bum,  Mistylaw  Muir  {the  first  record  for  Renfrewshire). 

Autumn:  First  1 Tarbat  Ness  H on  12  Sep; 

1 Sandwick  Shet  & 1 Earlsferry  F 14  Sep; 
singles  Noss  Shet,  Fair  Is,  Is  of  May  & 
North  Ronaldsay  on  15  Sep.  As  in  spring, 
very  light  passage  with  just  c.6  Fair  Is,  5 Ork 
and  singles  NE  & Fife  although  14  Shet  was 
only  bettered  in  two  other  autumns. 

Main  passage  Shet  21-29  Sep-  4 Whalsay, 

2 Foula  & singles  Sumburgh  Hotel,  Rerwick, 
Wester  Quarff,  Quendale  & Foula. 

Last  singles  Fair  Is  & NE  on  5 Oct  and  North 
Ronaldsay  10  Oct. 

White-spotted  Bluethroat.  L.s.  cyanecula. 

1 Twingness,  North  Ronaldsay  Ork  4 Nov.  Third  record  for  Orkney. 

Black  Redstart  Phoenicurus  ochruros 

Winter:  1 Kinnaird  Head  NE  9 Jan  was  the  only  winter  record 

Spring:  First  Hatton  Farm  A&D  and  North  Ronaldsay  Ork  25  Mar.  Then  Shet  & Fair  Is  27-28  Mar;  Is  of  May 
3 Apr;  NE  5 Apr;  Bord  10  Apr;  Loth  28  Apr;  Ayr  & Clyde  Is  1 May;  Fife  22  May. 

A very  poor  spring  with  just  3 Is  of  May,  2 St.Kilda  OH  & Girdleness  NE  and  singles  Lunan  Bay  A&D, 
Fishtown  of  Usan  A&D,  Craighead  Farm  F,  Rose  Bum  B,  Kilmory,  Arran  Clyde  Is  & Blackcraig  Hill  Ayr.  The 
only  good  numbers  were  on  the  N. Isles  with  regular  birds  between  late  Mar  and  mid-May  with  1 1 singles  Ork, 
6 singles  Shet  and  daily  Fair  Is  1 7 Apr-29  May,  max  4 on  7 May.  Some  stragglers  kept  on  arriving  into  late  Jun. 
Autumn:  A poor  autumn  (to  end  Oct)  with  c.  10  Fair  Is,  7 Shet,  7 Ork,  3 A&D,  2 Fife  & Is  of  May  and  singles 
Loth,  NE  & Clyde  Is.  Only  1 Aug  bird  with  most  appearing  22-30  Sep  when  widespread  singles  and  max  5 Fair 
Is  & 2 Is  of  May  8-12  Oct. 
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Winter:  A good  early  Nov  with  several  Fair  Is,  4 Shet  and  singles  Cove  NE,  Girdleness,  Fowlsheugh  NE, 
Whinnyfold  NE,  North  Berwick  L,  Kilmory,  Arran  Clyde  Is  & Kincardine  Power  Station  F. 

Widespread  in  Dec.  Last  1 Fair  Is  2 Dec;  1 Lerwick  Shet  3 Dec;  1 Crimond  NE  3-27  Dec;  1 Brodick,  Arran 
Clyde  Is,  I Newton  Ayr  11  Dec;  1 Ruddon’s  Point  F 14-18  Dec;  1 St. Abbs  Head  B 18-26  Dec;  1 Chanonry 
Point  H 21  Dec;  1 Barry  Buddon  A&D  26  Dec;  1 Musselburgh  L 28  Dec;  and  1 Collieston  NE  29  Dec. 


Common  Redstart  (Redstart)  Phoenicurus phoenicurus 

Spring:  First  singles  on  territory  Williamhope  B 1 Apr  & 1 Glen  Isla  A&D  12  Apr  were  very  early.  Next  Shet  & 
Bord  1 9 Apr;  Fair  Is,  Ork  & Clyde  20  Apr;  NE,  D&G,  P&K,  Arg  & Ayr  2 1 -24  Apr;  A&D,  Loth  and  Is  of  May 
27  Apr;  Forth  7 May. 

Few  on  passage,  mostly  1-2  birds  on  mainland  but  max  3 North  Ronaldsay  Ork  28  Apr  & 6 Fair  Is  29  Apr 
Breeding:  M&N  10mm  noted  at  9 sites;  Forth  38prs  Trossachs  colony  (36)  reared  105  young  although  later 
broods  were  affected  by  woodpecker  predation,  2 boxes  Glen  Finglas  fledged  13  young;  Loth  7 terrs  noted  at 
4 sites;  Bord  57mm  at  33  sites  with  8mm  Williamhope  & 5nun  Scrape  Glen;  Arg  noted  5 sites  with  an  average 
6prs  Taynish  CBC,  9 boxes  occupied  at  Bonawe  had  3 predated  by  Pine  Marten  Martes  martes  and  one  deserted, 
the  successful  5 nests  reared  MBS  6.6  with  an  overall  MBP  of  3.67;  Clyde  Is  2mm  at  1 site  Cumbrae;  Clyde 
26prs  at  14  sites  with  8mm  at  3 sites  L.Lomond;  Ayr  24mm  at  14  sites,  max  4mm  at  Knockdolian;  D&G  5prs  at 
2 sites  with  4prs  Ken-Dee  Marshes.  First  brood  fledged  Forth  9 Jul;  Bord  22  Jul. 

Autumn:  First  migrants  Shet,  Fair  Is  & Ork  26-28  Aug.  7 Whalsay  Shet  & 4 Skerries  Shet  1 Sep;  20  Is  of  May 
& 10  Girdleness  NE  10-11  Sep;  25  Skerries  15  Sep.  Large  movement  20-30  Sep  when  several  hundred  Ork  & 
c.lOO  Fife;  60  Is  of  May,  30+  Fife  Ness  F 20  Sep;  65  North  Ronaldsay  Ork  21  Sep;  50  Sumburgh  Shet  22  Sep; 
65  Fair  Is  23  Sep;  50  Whalsay  Shet,  26  Berwickshire  coast  B,  25  Kergord  Shet,  22  Girdleness  NE,  20  Rattray 
NE  & 19  Denbum-Fife  Ness  F 25  Sep;  6 Mains  of  Usan  A&D  & 2 St.Kilda  OH  27-28  Sep;  20  Is  of  May  on 
29  Sep;  10  Eyemouth-St.Abbs  B 30  Sep;  31  North  Ronaldsay  & 30  Whalsay  1-2  Oct. 

Last  Ayr  & M&N  24-26  Sep;  D&G,  Loth  & Fife  28-30  Sep;  Bord  & OHeb  2-3  Oct;  Is  of  May  & Clyde  from 
8-10  Oct;  A&D  & Ork  12-16  Oct;  Shet  22  Oct;  with  latest  1 Fair  Is  7 Nov. 

Eastern  Redstart  P.p.  samamisicus 

Ad  m Grutness  Shet  23-26  Sep.  First  record  for  Shetland,  despite  unsupported  claims  in  1999. 

See  Harvey  & Riddington,  Shetland  Bird  Report  2000:  95.  For  account  of  record. 


Whinchat  Saxicola  rubetra 

Spring:  An  exceptionally  early  bird  appeared  at  Smaull,  Islay  Arg  19-20  Mar.  1 Oronsay  Arg  5 Apr  was  also 
early.  Otherwise  first  Clyde  15  Apr;  Is  of  May  16  Apr;  A&D  & Bord  20  Apr;  Ork,  Loth,  Clyde  Is,  Ayr  & Fair  Is 
22-23  Apr;  P&K,  D&G,  A&D,  Shet,  Fife  & NE  27-30  Apr;  OHeb  4 May.  Many  first  birds  reported  on  territory 
with  very  light  coastal  passage,  mostly  1-2  birds  and  max  counts  of  5 Aberlady  L 23  Apr;  4 St.  Abbs  Head  B & 

3 Is  of  May  27  Apr;  3 Kinneil  Forth  30  Apr;  4 Fair  Is  4 May  & 3 Is  of  May  on  7 May. 

22  East  Ellister,  Islay  Arg  28  Apr  was  an  exceptional  fall  of  migrants  for  the  W coast. 

Breeding:  OHeb  noted  10  sites,  just  1 confirmed  breeding  at  Ben  Risary  plantation.  North  Uist;  M&N  7mm 
noted  at  6 sites;  NE  reported  at  just  2 sites;  A&D  bred  5 areas;  P&K  2 sites  held  8prs:  Fife  only  seen  at  5 sites, 
despite  searches  and  just  2prs  Lomond  Hills  (5  in  ’99);  Loth  only  5prs  noted  at  4 sites;  Bord  111mm  noted 
from  41  sites  with  15mm  Berrybush,  Meldons  & Rankle  Bum  & 10mm  Mountbenger;  Arg  noted  15  sites  with 
7prs  Colonsay  (8),  2prs  Moine  Mhor;  Clyde  Is  noted  5 sites  Arran;  Clyde  6 Iprs  at  28  sites  with  1 0mm  Glen  nan 
Caormnn,  9mm  Glen  Fmin  & 6mm  Birthwood-Culter;  Ayr  30mm  noted  at  22  sites  with  6mm  Bogton  L.  & 3mm 
Shennas-Barvannoch.  1 feeding  young  L.Eddy  B on  1 7 May  implies  a very  early  start  to  the  season. 

Broods  fledged  NE  1 1 Jun;  Bord  25  Jun;  Forth  8 Jul;  NE  15  Jul;  Clyde  22  Jul. 

23  Findhu  Glen  P&K  23  Jul  suggests  a good  breeding  season. 

Autumn:  First  singles  seen  Is  of  May  5 Jul  & Fair  Is  2 Aug  but  main  passage  from  mid- Aug.  12  Sumburgh  Shet 
27  Aug;  7 Mersehead  D&G  28  Aug;  9 Copinsay  Ork  3 1 Aug;  65  Fair  Is  2 Sep  with  15-35  daily  there  to  end  Sep; 
6 Is  of  May  II  Sep;  17  North  Ronaldsay  Ork  14  Sep;  15  Skerries  Shet  15  Sep;  8 Balcomie  Castle  F 19  Sep; 
26  Sumburgh,  26  Quendale  Shet,  & 18  Whalsay  Shet  23  Sep;  25  Foula  Shet,  15  Balmedie  NE,  12  Cove  NE  & 

4 St.Kilda  OH  26  Sep-4  Oct;  12  North  Ronaldsay  28  Sep;  25  Quendale  & 25  Sumburgh  29  Sep. 

Last  Loth  & NE  26  Sep;  A&D  & Bord  1 Oct;  Fife  & Arg  3-4  Oct;  D&G,  Clyde  & OHeb  6-9  Oct;  P&K  22  Oct; 
Ork  & Fair  Is  28  Oct.  Several  extremely  late  birds  this  year  with  1 Uyeasound  Shet  5 Nov;  1 Fowlsheugh  NE 
14  Nov  & 1 Baltasound  Shet  2-24  Nov. 
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Stonechat  Saxicola  torquata 

Winter:  7 Jan  records  from  Ork  with  2 M&N,  10  Fife;  2 Loth,  9 Bord,  7 Clyde  but  none  Shet.  Best  sites  include 
12  Tiree  Arg,  10  Gatehouse  road  D&G  & 8 St.Cyms  NE  in  Jan;  7 Vane  Farm  P&K  in  Feb. 

Spring:  Migrants  North  Ronaldsay  Ork  from  10  Mar,  Fair  Is  1 1 Mar  & Shet  27  Mar. 

Breeding:  Shet  Jul  juvs  suggests  undetected  breeding;  Ork  33prs  confirmed  breeding  from  16  sites  with  many 
additional  mm  with  8prs  Hoy  & 6prs  Birsay  Moors,  more  numerous  and  widespread  in  autumn  in  recent  memory; 
OHeb  3prs  noted  Lewis,  c.41prs  at  13  sites  North  Uist,  2mm  Benbecula,  38prs  at  13  areas  South  Uist,  3prs 
Barra;  M&N  spread  continues  with  29prs  on  coast  & 22prs  inland;  NE  records  from  at  least  8 sites;  A&D  bred 
at  least  7 sites  but  87  records  in  year  reflects  increase  of  this  once  scarce  species;  P&K  increase  continues  with 
one  observer  recording  27prs,  most  breeding  successfully,  noted  12  other  sites;  Fife  8prs  Lomond  Hills,  with 
6prs  at  another  4 sites;  Forth  noted  6 sites  with  4prs  Glen  Ogle;  Loth  13prs  at  9 sites;  Bord  84mm  at  62  sites 
including  4mm  Rough  Cleugh  with  breeding  confirmed  at  23  sites;  Arg  records  from  31  sites  with  39prs 
Colonsay  (27),  lOprs  Tiree,  9prs  in  279ha  of  moorland  at  L.Gruinart,  Islay,  3prs  Sanda  Is.;  Clyde  Is  6prs 
Cumbrae;  Clyde  74prs  at  40  sites  with  8prs  Birth wood-Culter  & 6prs  Glen  Fruin;  Ayr  65prs  at  48  sites  with  3prs 
Croy  & L.Doon;  D&G  bred  in  at  least  14  sites  with  5prs  Mersehead.  First  building  NE  & Clyde  Is  19  Mar. 
First  young  Bord  22  Apr;  Clyde  Is  1 May;  OHeb  4 May;  D&G  12  Jun;  Fife  30  Jun. 

Autumn:  Unprecedented  numbers  in  Sep/Oct  in  Arg,  Fife,  Ork  & Bord.  20  Tiree  in  Aug.  8 Windy  Hill,  Muirshiel 
Country  Park  Clyde  2 Aug,  8 Ulva  Lagoons,  L.Sween  Arg  13  Oct.  Many  lingered  until  Nov/Dec  frosts.  At 
passage  sites:  7 Fife  Ness  F 6 Aug  with  10  there  15  Oct.  1-2  Fair  Is  20  Sep-28  Oct;  6 Is  of  May  1 Oct. 
Winter:  9 Delnies  M&N  28  Nov;  1 Fair  Is  & influx  in  response  to  cold  weather  - 20  Saltcoats  Ayr,  1 7 Pow  Bum 
Ayr  & 7 Brown  Knowe  B 27-28  Dec.  10  winter  records  P&K  with  Dec  birds  Fife  (7),  Loth  (4)  & Clyde  (6). 


Northern  Wheatear  (Wheatear)  Oenanathe  oenanthe 

Spring:  First  singles  Endrick  Mouth  Clyde  & Birkhill  B 1 1 Mar;  A&D,  Arg  & D&G  12-14  Mar;  Clyde  Is  & Ayr 

18  Mar;  OHeb,  Loth,  P&K,  Forth,  Fife  & Ork  23-27  Mar;  Shet,  Fair  Is,  Is  of  May  & NE  29-31  Mar. 

Best  counts:  80  Fair  Is  15  Apr;  20  St.Kilda  OH  1 6 Apr;  20  Elephant  Rock  A&D  17  Apr;  c.lOO  regular  Fair  Is 

19  Apr- 13  May,  33  North  Ronaldsay  Ork  19  Apr;  23  Glen  Lethnot  A&D  22  Apr;  53  Aberlady  L 23  Apr;  100  Is 
of  May,  30  Bogside  Ayr,  21  Kings  Links  NE  27-28  Apr;  99  North  Ronaldsay,  20  St.Kilda,  17  Papa  Westray 
Ork,  9 Boar’s  Head  Rock  M&N,  8 Fife  Ness  F on  29-30  Apr;  250  Fair  Is  7 May;  15  St.Kilda  OH  9 May. 
Breeding:  Shet  44prs  Noss  where  good  success,  including  br8;  Fair  Is  c.50prs;  Ork  only  noted  at  10  sites,  max 
6prs  Rousay  & Papa  Westray;  OHeb  many  birds  noted  in  10  areas;  M&N  noted  at  just  6 sites  (none  on  coast), 
max  6prs  Glen  Builg;  P&K  good  breeding  season;  Is  of  May  4prs  bred,  fledging  3 young;  Fife  6-7prs  Lomond 
Hills  & Ipr  Golden  Loch;  Loth  noted  4 sites  but  20prs  Moorfoor  Valley  (26)  & 14  nests  Swanston  (11);  Bord 
67prs  seen  at  48  sites  with  4mm  Kirkstead  Bum;  Arg  noted  at  46  sites  with  22prs  at  17  sites  on  Iona,  15prs 
Sanda  Is.,  13prs  Lunga,  Treshnish  Is.  (8)  & Ipr  Taynish  CBC;  Clyde  50prs  reported  from  23  sites  with  12prs 
Glen  nan  Caormnn  & 5prs  L.Thom;  Ayr  38prs  seen  at  21  sites,  max  7prs  Blackcraig  Hill  & 4prs  Waterside 
area;  D&G  bred  several  sites  on  Rhins  coast. 

First  broods  noted  Bord  1 Jun;  OHeb  4 Jun;  Shet  18  Jun;  Clyde  15  Jul;  Fife  & D&G  22-23  Jul. 

Autumn:  1 1 Glen  Douglas  Clyde  1 7 July;  27  North  Ronaldsay  1 5 Aug;  1 00  Fair  Is  15-20  Aug,  max  250  there  on 
15  Aug;  10  Stonehaven  A&D  27  Aug;  22  Tomess  L & 9 Eden  Est.  F 1 1 Sep;  24  Port  Wemyss,  Islay  area  Arg 
12  Sep;  150  Is  of  May  13  Sep;  30  St.Kilda  14  Sep;  200  Fair  Is  & 156  North  Ronaldsay  17  Sep;  10  Ardrossan 
Ayr,  10  Strathlene  M&N  20-22  Sep;  300  Foula  Shet,  41  Bams  Ness-Tomess  L,  30  Girdleness  NE,  30  St.Abbs 
Head  B,  20  St.Cyms  NE,  14  Fife  Ness  23-25  Sep  & 86  North  Ronaldsay  1 Oct. 

A few  stragglers  were  widespread  into  mid-Oct,  then  the  last  P&K,  Clyde  & A&D  16-30  Sep;  Ayr  4 Oct;  Is  of 
May  6 Oct;  D&G,  Fife,  Arg,  Clyde  Is  & Bord  10-13  Oct;  NE  24  Oct;  Ork  29  Oct;  Fair  Is  & Shet  2-4  Nov. 
Latest  1 Lossiemouth  M&N  1 1 Nov  & 1 Femyness  L were  late  but  1 Whalsay  Shet  1 1 Dec  was  exceptional. 


Greenland  Wheatear  O.o.leucorhoa 

Spring:  1 8 Tiree  Arg  27  Apr;  singles  Blairbowie  Ayr  & Greenan  Ayr  28  Apr;  Drymen  Bridge  Clyde  on  29  Apr; 
25  Is  of  May  29  Apr-4  May;  1 Cove  NE  5 May;  2 Fife  Ness  F 7 May. 

Autumn:  12  St.Kilda  OH  9 Sep;  12  Rhinns,  Islay  Arg  12  Sep;  2 Sollas,  North  Uist  OH  17  Sep;  6-10  St.Kilda 
from  23-30  Sep;  1 Cambus  Forth  28  Sep;  1 Kinneil  Forth  & 1 Doonfoot  Ayr  30  Sep;  1-4  St.Kilda  on  2-8  Oct; 
1 Machrihanish  Arg  3 Oct;  1 -2  Homish  & Griminish  Point,  North  Uist  OH  4-8  Oct;  1 Borve,  Barra  OH  2 1 Oct; 
7 ringed  Is  of  May  in  late  Oct. 
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* Pied  Wheatear  Oenanthe  pleschanka 

Im  Toab  Shet  on  17  Sep.  The  third  for  Shetland  & 14‘^for  Scotland. 


* Swainson’s  Thrush  Catharus  ustulatus 
P‘-w  Brae  Ork  on  14  Oct. 


* Grey-cheeked  Thrush  Catharus  minimus 

1 Stromness  Shet  on  12-13  Oct.  The  second  record  for  Shetland,  5"'  for  Scotland  & 23''‘‘  for  Britain. 
Ring  Ouzel  Turdus  torquatus 

Spring:  First  Creag  McRannach,  Balquhidder  Forth  3 1 Mar;  A&D  2 Apr;  Loth,  NE  & Fair  Is  6 Apr;  Ayr  7 Apr; 
P&K,  M&N  & Clyde  9- 1 1 Apr;  Shet,  Arg  & Ork  1 7 Apr.  Lightweight  passage  with  max  3 8 Fair  Is,  4 Is  of  May 
& 4 North  Ronaldsay  Ork  17-19  Apr  but  only  6 Shet  & 1-2  birds  on  mainland  coasts. 

Breeding:  M&N  surveys  at  2 sites  with  4mm  Inchrory  area  & 8mm  Glen  Builg  area  (where  16mm  in  ’89  & 
7mm  in  ’95);  NE  8mm  Glen  Clunie;  A&D  8 Glen  Esk  with  birds  present  Glen  Clova  and  Glen  Isla;  P&K  noted 
14  sites;  Forth  noted  4 sites;  Loth  noted  5 sites;  Bord  50  territories  at  35  sites  includes  some  birds  from  the 
Ring  Ouzel  study  site  in  Moorfoots  where  27  occupied  territories  (from  72  historically-occupied  sites);  Arg 
noted  just  1 sites;  Clyde  6mm  at  5 sites;  D&G  5-6mm  at  4 sites.  First  fledged  young  noted  Bord  21  May. 
Autumn:  15  Glen  Muick  NE  25  Sep.  Almost  none  reported  on  mainland  coast  in  autumn  (2NE,  3 Bord,  2 Arg). 
First  passage  birds  seen  Arg  10  Sep;  NE  12  Sep;  Shet  15  Sep;  Fair  Is  & Is  of  May  20  Sep;  Ork  25  Sep. 

Few  big  counts,  mostly  from  observatories:  1 1 North  Ronaldsay  17  Sep;  35  Fair  Is  21  Oct;  22  Is  of  May  27  Oct 
with  5 there  30  Oct;  5 Skerries  Shet  28  Sep;  7 Whalsay  Shet  2 Oct.  Last  Ork  29  Oct;  OHeb  I Nov;  Is  of  May 
& Fair  Is  3-4  Nov;  Shet  & NE  6-7  Nov  with  latest  1 Dowlaw  B 8 Nov. 


Common  Blackbird  (Blackbird)  Turdus  merula 

Winter/Spring:  Jan/Feb  counts  include:  48  Tweedbank  B,  4 0 Melrose  B,  23  St.Andrews  F,  23  Markinch  F, 
20  Caldarvan  Station  Clyde,  17  Rockcliffe  D&G  & 15  Wallacebank  Wood  Forth. 

Passage  peaked  late  Mar  with  ‘dozens’  Whalsay  Shet  & Unst  Shet  25-26  Mar;  56  North  Ronaldsay  Ork  on  29 
Mar;  10  Cove  NE  31  Mar;  max  170  Fair  Is,  21  North  Ronaldsay  & 20  Is  of  May  17-21  Apr;  15-30  Fair  Is  still 
passed  through  daily  to  early  May. 

Breeding:  Shet  44prs  in  9km2  of  croftland  at  Baltasound  providing  an  estimate  of  c.  1 OOprs  on  Unst;  Ork  49prs 
noted  at  13  sites  with  12prs  Trumland  Wood,  Rousay  & 8prs  Binscarth  Wood;  OHeb  8prs  at  2 sites  Lewis; 
A&D  9prs  Kinnordy;  Fife  22prs  Valleyfield  Woods  CBC  (14  in  ’99),  12prs  Eden  Est.  (up  17%  on  ’99),  30prs 
noted  at  15  other  sites;  Loth  33prs  Roslin  Glen  (34),  18prs  Bawsinch  & 12prs  Aberlady  (13);  Bord  32mm 
Tweedbank,  1 8mm  Eddleston,  1 5prs  Ettrick  Marshes  with  1 7prs  at  4 other  sites;  Arg  49mm  Tiree,  2prs  Oronsay 
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with  7prs  Taynish  CBC  (mean  5);  Clyde  193prs  from  35  sites  with  35prs  Lenzie,  Woodilee,  17prs  Langbank  & 
1 2prs  Bonhill;  D&G  7prs  Mersehead. 

First  song  M&N  21  Feb;  22  Feb  Ork.  First  eggs/young:  Bord  19  Mar;  M&N  10  Apr.  First  fledged  Bord  22  Apr; 
OHeb  26  Apr;  Fife  1 May,  Shet  13  May;  M&N  21  May.  Late  brood  fledged  Fife  10  Sep. 

AurnmnAVinter:  First  passage  late  Aug  Ork,  Bord  1 0 Sep;  Fair  Is  1 3 Sep.  1 8 North  Ronaldsay  29  Aug;  54  North 
Ronaldsay  15  Sep;  20  Is  of  May  26  Sep;  65  Bummouth  B 30  Sep;  22  Anstruther  F 18  Oct. 

Large-scale  influx  20-30  Oct  with  100-230  daily  Fair  Is  with  500  on  23  Oct  & 800  on  30  Oct;  2,000  Papa 
Westray  Ork  21  Oct;  400  Westray  Ork  & 212  North  Ronaldsay  23  Oct;  2,000  Fife  Ness  F,  2,000SW  Is  of 
May,  50  Peterhead  NE  & 25  Cove  NE  27  Oct;  50  Nutland  Ork  30  Oct;  50+  Baxter  Park,  Dundee  A&D  1 
Nov;  15  Oronsay  Arg  2 Nov;  150  Tiree  Arg  and  38  Is  of  May  3 Nov;  50  St.  Abbs  Plead  B and  33  St.Cyms  NE 
7 Nov;  40  Denbum  Wood  F 9 Nov;  peak  160  Fair  Is  23  Nov;  25  Balcomie  Castle  F 22  Nov. 

20  wintered  Fair  Is  through  Dec. 

Clear  mid-Dec  influx  with  120  Hule  Moss  B 17  Dec  & ‘large  numbers’  Fife  Ness  F 20  Dec.  In  the  following  ten 
days  many  thousands  were  widespread  over  the  mainland.  Although  there  were  few  large  flocks  many  tens 
were  counted  in  urban  areas  and  in  the  open  countryside,  the  best  counts  being:  26  Elgin  15  Dec;  110  Floors 
Castle  B 24  Dec;  76  Cupar  F & 36  Cardross  hills  Clyde  26  Dec;  26  Almondell  L 27  Dec;  20  Ruthwell  D&G 
28  Dec;  34  Townhead  Loch  F,  33  Damhead  of  Torr  F 30  Dec;  35  Gattonside  B,  20  Broughty  Ferry  A&D, 
20  Langbank  Clyde  & 14  Dunoon  Arg  31  Dec. 

See  Pennington  in  Shetland  Bird  Report  2000:  1 12-113  for  paper  on  Unst  population  census. 


Fieldfare  Turdus pilaris 

Winter/Spring:  500  Comlongan  D&G  16  Jan;  130  L.Gelly  F 17  Jan;  170  Mountop  Clyde  23  Jan;  300  Wood  of 
Cree  D&G  1 Feb;  200  Darleith  Clyde  2 Feb;  230  Dava  M&N  9 Feb;  1 10  Brodie  M&N  13  Feb;  140  L.Gruinart, 
Islay  Arg  14  Feb;  200  Kirkpatrick  Durham  D&G  and  108  Blair  logic  Forth  16  Feb;  350  Moss  Law  Land 
150  Braes  of  Doune  Forth  20  Feb;  200  The  Swyre  B 20  Feb. 

Elsewhere:  max  Jan/Feb  flocks  were  A&D  30,  Ork  23,  P&K  60  but  only  singles  Shet. 

Passage  flocks  really  started  to  appear  in  early  Mar  with  800  North  Piersknowe  B 12  Mar;  100  Kirkoswald  Ayr 
18  Mar;  1,300  Lamancha  B and  500  Whitfield  B 24  Mar;  1,050  Stewarton  B 27  Mar;  300  Tullieihet  P&K 
30  Mar;  180  Glenfemess  M&N  31  Mar;  120  Lindores  L.  F 1 Apr;  130  Muirkirk  Ayr  7 Apr;  720  Craigurd  B 
8 Apr;  250  Pettinain  Clyde  10  Apr;  2,000  Gladhouse  Res.  L 13  Apr;  1,100  Hoselaw  L.  B,  400  Symington  B & 

400  West  Morriston  B 15  Apr;  470  Hartfield  Farm  Clyde  & 260  Tomachar  M&N  16Apr;  1,100  North  Piersknowe 
and  120  High  Kildonan,  Arran  Clyde  Is  18  Apr;  400  Fair  Is,  350  Fetlar  Shet  & 305  Whalsay  Shet  20  Apr; 

1 ,200  Middleton  Moor  B 2 1 Apr;  1 20  Glen  Afton  Ayr  2 1 Apr;  150  Gifford  L & 1 05  Papa  Westray  Ork  23  Apr; 

500  Fair  Is  30  Apr.  Once  again  notice  the  concentration  of  large  flocks  in  S. Scotland. 

Last  P&K,  Loth,  Clyde,  Arg  and  Ayr  22-30  Apr;  A&D,  OHeb  and  Fife  1-3  May;  M&N,  Is  of  May  and  Forth  j 
8-18  May;  Bord  21  May;  Ork  29  May;  Shet  8 Jun.  ^ 

Breeding:  P&K  prs  at  2 sites  in  early  May  but  no  evidence  of  breeding;  Bord  prs  Synton  Mossend  20  May  & 

1 Whitrope  Bum  24  May  were  in  suitable  habitat  but  gave  no  other  hint  of  breeding.  1 Halligarth  Shet  7-16  Jul. 
Autumn/Winter:  First  12  North  Ronaldsay  Ork  12  Aug;  20  Linnbum  B 21  Aug;  1 Is  of  May  and  1 Balcomie  F 
26  Aug;  1 Skerries  Shet  & 2 Whalsay  27  Aug;  1 Town  Yetholm  B 29  Aug;  1 Is  of  May  11  Sep  & Loth  12  Sep.  ^ 
Otherwise  Fife  26  Sep;  Bord  & A&D  1 Oct;  D&G  9 Oct;  OHeb,  Clyde  Is  & Clyde  13-18  Oct;  NE,  P&K,  Arg, 
M&N,  Forth  & Ayr  21-28  Oct. 

Despite  an  initial  influx  at  the  end  of  Oct  between  Ork  & Bord,  the  main  arrival  was  rather  late  this  year  with 
few  birds  before  mid-Oct.  200  Newmains  B & 100  Innerleithen  B 22-23  Oct;  1,100  Glen  Fmin  Clyde,  300  Is  of 
May,  300  Faslane  Clyde,  260  Fair  Is,  200  Keltonbank  D&G,  150  Fife  Ness  F,  125+  Kincraig  Pt.  F 27-30  Oct;  j 
300  Forter  A&D,  200  Barry  Buddon  A&D  & 150  Galashiels  B & 100  Tiree  Arg  1-3  Nov;  520  Robroyston- 
Wallace’s  Well  Clyde  9 Nov;  2,000  Lecropt  Forth,  1,200  Whitrig  Bog  B,  360  Fair  Is,  200  Amulree  P&K  and 
140  Dalreoch  P&K  11-12  Nov;  600  Bamshean  Ayr,  300  Martnaham  L.  Ayr  15  Nov;  300  Fair  Is,  120  Eamhill 
M&N  23  Nov;  100+ Auchtermuchty  F & 100+  Culross  F 28  Nov. 

Birds  were  generally  scarce  in  the  N. Isles  compared  to  the  mainland  further  south. 

Arrivals  continued  to  appear  well  into  Dec  with  500  Caerlaverock  D&G,  485  Greenwall  Ork,  300  Greenan  Ayr 
and  220  Brae  of  Doune  Forth  5-9  Dec;  500  Graemeshall  Bum  Ork,  450  Auquhirie  NE,  220  Inverurie  NE  & 

1 50  Bogbum  L 1 7-23  Dec;  250  Easterton  M&N,  240  Bishopbriggs  Clyde,  200  Bankfoot  P&K  & 120  Nisbet 
B 24  Dec;  300  Strathlene  M&N,  250  Sleepyhillock  A&D,  1 60  Kinloss  M&N  & 100  Prestwick  Ayr  27-28  Dec; 

350  at  Strathclyde  Country  Park  Clyde,  300  Torry  F & 200  Tarvit  House  F 30-31  Dec. 


R.D.Murray  [Ed.] 
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Fieldfare 

Paul  Collin 

Dumfries  & Galloway  Bird  Report 


Song  Thrush  Turdus philomelos 

Winter/Spring:  Jan  records  from  Fife  7,  M&N  5,  Bord  4,  Ork  c.4,  Forth  3,  P&K  2 & Shet  1 including  14  Ardmore 
Point  Clyde  8 Jan.  Arrivals  on  territory  from  late  Jan/early  Feb  with  first  song:  Clyde  23  Jan;  M&N  24  Jan; 
Bord  2 Feb;  Fife  6 Feb;  P&K  8 Feb;  Shet  12  Feb;  Ork  21  Feb.  13  Tweedbank  B 12  Feb 
Passage  flocks  moving  from  late  Feb  with  7 L.Katrine  Forth  28  Feb;  35  Rannoch  P&K  & 20  Craigiemill  Den 
A&D  4 Mar;  9 Inverugie  NE  12  Mar;  35  Glen  Doll  A&D  4 Apr;  250  Fair  Is  17-19  Apr;  14  North  Ronaldsay 
Ork  1 8 Apr;  20  Is  of  May  20  Apr. 

Breeding:  Ork  26mm  noted  in  19  areas,  breeding  confirmed  at  9 sites;  Fife  64mm  noted  at  34  sites,  25%  fewer 
prs  reported  compared  to  ’99  at  6 matched  sites  with  9prs  Eden  Est.  (18%  drop  over  ’99),  8prs  Valleyfield 
Woods  (+14%),  6prs  Wemyss  Moss  (40%  drop);  Loth  12prs  Roslin  Glen  (11)  & 6prs  Aberlady  & Woodhall 
Dean;  Bord  181  mm  noted  at  78  sites  with  14prs  Ettrick  Marshes  (16  in  ’99)  & 12mm  Tweedbank;  Arg  excel- 
lent breeding  season  with  22mm  Tiree,  12mm  Oronsay  & 3mm  Sanda  Is.,  a rise  to  15prs  Taynish  CBC  (mean 
7);  Clyde  Is  noted  4 sites  Arran  & 1 0 on  Cumbraes;  Clyde  1 60prs  from  66  sites  with  1 Oprs  each  Glen  Douglas 
& Lochwinnoch;  D&G  9prs  Mersehead.  First  fledged  Fife  12  Apr;  Bord  29  Apr.  1 juv  Ailsa  Craig  Ayr  18  Jul. 
AutumnAVinter:  First  passage  birds  Ork  12  Aug.  An  excellent  autumn  with  several  influxes  of  considerable 
size.  28  Traquair  B 28  Aug;  80  Is  of  May  21  Sep;  60  Sumburgh  Shet,  50  Whalsay  Shet,  43  North  Ronaldsay, 
30  Netherstove  Ork,  20  Windwick  Ork,  19  Girdleness  NE  & 11  Tomess  L 22  Sep;  c.50  Fife  Ness  F 25  Sep; 
20  St. Abbs  Head  B 26  Sep;  40  Skerries  Shet  27  Sep;  800  Foula  Shet,  223  North  Ronaldsay  & 150  Whalsay 
2 Oct;  800  Fair  Is  11  Oct;  1,500  Skerries  & 100  Whalsay  13  Oct;  800  Papa  Westray  Ork,  700  Westray  Ork, 
381  North  Ronaldsay,  200  Skerries,  100+  Whinnyfold  NE,  100  Peterhead  NE,  100  Sumburgh,  50  Collieston  NE 
20-23  Oct;  an  estimated  5,000  (with  Redwing)  flew  over  the  Is  of  May  27  Oct. 

The  late  influxes  probably  raised  numbers  during  Dec.  This  can  be  seen  with  the  greater  numbers  of  records 
from  Fife  15,  Bord  8,  Forth  7,  P&K  & M&N  4,  Ork  3,  Clyde  2,  Fair  Is  1 & Shet  (several). 

Max  counts  of  9 Eden  Est.  F,  9 Cardross  hills  Clyde,  8 Longannet  F & 7 Aberlady  L 15-17  Dec  were  eclipsed 
by  a massive  100  estimate  for  Tiree  Arg  during  Dec. 


Redwing  Turdus  iliacus 

Winter/Spring:  After  a miserable  autumn  in  1999  there  were  predictably  few  birds  to  be  seen  in  the  early  year. 
Only  Clyde  with  1 1 parties  of  >30  birds  showed  up  well.  The  max  Jan/Feb  counts  were  260  Croftamie  Clyde 
16  Jan,  267  at  Caldarvan  Station  Clyde  1 Feb  & 150  Wood  of  Cree  D&G  1 Feb.  The  max  counts  elsewhere 
were  OHeb  60,  M&N  57,  NE  & Loth  50,  Arg  45,  Fife  & Ayr  40,  Ork  15,  Clyde  Is  12,  Bord  8,  P&K  6 with 
singles  Shet  & Fair  Is. 
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Numbers  hardly  picked  up  as  migrants  moved  north  in  Mar/ Apr,  suggesting  a real  lack  of  overwintering  birds 
with  best  counts  of  250  North  Piersknowe  B and  80  Balevullin,  Tiree  Arg  11-12  Mar;  65  Balemartine  Arg  and 
30  Auldgirth  D&G  on  18-20  Mar;  200  Hacklet,  Benbecula  OH,  200  Loch  Skipport-Snishival  South  OH  , 
38E  Lindores  Loch  F and  100  Hill  of  Bamaigh  Clyde  1-2  Apr;  100  Enochdhu  P&K,  96  North  Ronaldsay 
Ork,  40  Craigurd  B and  18  Enoch  M&N  9-12  Apr;  250  Fair  Is,  50  Is  of  May,  80  Unst  Shet,  40  Fetlar  Shet 
& 31  Whalsay  Shet  19-21  Apr. 

Last  Ayr  & Loth  1 -9  Apr;  P&K,  Clyde,  Bord  &A&D  17-28  Apr;  M&N  1 May;  Ork  1 2 May;  Arg  1 3 May;  OHeb 
27  May;  Fair  Is  4 Jun;  Is  of  May  6 Jun. 

Breeding:  Shet  pr  bred  successfully  northern  isles,  fledging  2 juvs  in  Jul,  an  unmated  m was  located  nearby; 
OHeb  2 singles  summered;  High  2prs  bred  with  another  pr  seen;  P&K  1 seen  carrying  food  17  Jun. 
Autumn/Winter:  1 Fetlar  1 Sep,  1 Achmore  Lewis  OH  10  Sep  & 2 Is  of  May  12  Sep  were  early.  First  Fair  Is  & 
Ork  2 1 -22  Sep;  Fife  & Loth  24-25  Sep;  NE  , A&D,  Ayr,  Clyde  & Bord  27-30  Sep;  P&K,  Forth  & Arg  6-8  Oct; 
M&N,  Clyde  Is  & D&G  11-19  Oct. 

The  100  daily  Fair  Is  22-30  Sep  hardly  seemed  to  trickle  further  south  other  than  30  on  Is  of  May  26  Sep. 
Passage  really  started  moving  in  early  Oct  with  2,000  Foula  Shet,  350  Norwick  Shet,  200  Whalsay  Shet  and 
1 55  North  Ronaldsay  2 Oct  & 2,500  Fair  Is  7 Oct.  The  arrivals  were  very  episodic  with  gaps  between  the  rushes 
of  birds  passing  overhead.  300  Minnigaff  D&G  15  Oct;  500  Skerries  Shet  & 300  Unst  17  Sep;  6,000  Fair  Is, 
2,500  Arbroath  A&D,  2,000+  Rattray  NE,  1,500  Papa  Westray  Ork,  600  South  Ronaldsay  Ork  21  Oct;  300 
Kirkoswald  Ayr,  200  Helensburgh  Clyde  & 100  Aberlady  L 22  Oct;  13,500  Fair  Is,  2,900  North  Ronaldsay, 
1,000  WidefordOrk,  5501s  of  May  23  Oct;  3,000  Bridge  of  Allan  Forth  24  Oct;  ‘thousands’  over  Dunoon  Arg 
& 1,100  Fair  Is  26  Oct;  600  Fife  Ness  F,  500  Cambee  Res.  F & 500  Galashiels  B 27  Oct;  c.  13,000  south  & 
central  Ayrshire  (included  6,000  Ayr  Ayr  & 3,000  Doonfoot),  3,000  Is  of  May,  2,000  Caerlaverock  D&G  and 
500  Blackford  P&K  on  28  Oct;  2,440  Glen  Fruin  Clyde,  2,000  St.Kilda  & 700  Nutland  Ork  30  Oct;  3,000 
Tiree  Arg  & 1,000  Coldstream  B 3 Nov;  500  Fair  Is  23  Nov. 

With  further  arrivals  in  the  last  third  of  Dec,  often  associated  with  snow,  the  totals  for  the  month  were  higher 
than  normal  with  many  counts  of  c.40  birds.  The  best  Dec  counts  were:  1 50  Bandrum  F 22  Dec;  450  Bishopbriggs 
Clyde  and  150  Newmains  B 24  Dec;  1,900W  Strathlene  M&N  on  27  Dec;  200S  Prestwick  Ayr  28  Dec;  500 
Newton  Terrace,  Glasgow  Clyde  29  Dec;  400  Lossiemouth  M&N  30  Dec.  Elsewhere  the  best  counts  were:  150 
Clyde  Is,  120  NE,  1 10  P&K,  100  Fair  Is,  80  Ork,  Shet  40,  D&G  20  & Arg  12. 


Mistle  Thrush  Turdus  viscovorus 

Winter/Spring:  Unusually  there  were  no  observations  of  parties  of  any  number  in  the  early  year  with  the  best 
count  being  5 Windward  F on  1 1 Jan.  Very  few  were  seen  on  the  islands  with  sightings  limited  to  29  Mar-20  Apr 
when  singles  were  noted  on  Fair  Is  (6),  Ork  (3),  Is  of  May  (1)  & OHeb  (1)  with  2 Fair  Is  19  Apr. 

Breeding:  Fife  18prs  noted  at  17  sites  with  4brl4  seen;  Bord  32  territories  noted  at  26  sites  with  5brl5  seen; 
Arg  noted  at  7 sites  with  2prs  Taynish  CBC  (mean  1.5);  Clyde  81prs  at  55  sites  with  4prs  each  Glen  Fruin  & 
Lenzie,  Woodilee;  Ayr  4prs  noted  at  3 sites.  Fledged  brood  noted  Bord  14  May;  Fife  15  Jun. 

Autumn/Winter:  1 Is  of  May  1 7 Jun  was  unusual  there,  presumably  post-breeding  dispersal. 

Unlike  other  years  the  largest  flocks  appeared  in  the  later  autumn/early  winter,  rather  than  in  midsummer,  with 
max  counts  of  30  Braes  of  Doune  Forth  28  Jun;  30  Rubha  Riabhach  Arg  20  Jul;  32  Black  Mount  Clyde  22 
July;  33  Balnammenoch  A&D  & 30  Douglas  Estate  Clyde  29-30  Jul;  80  Darleith  Clyde  16  Aug;  3 1 Ballinluig 
P&K  26  Aug;  36  Westfield  M&N  5 Sep;  40  Aros,  Mull  Arg  & 40  Grasspoint,  Mull  Arg  6-7  Sep;  153  Crinan 
Canal  Arg  & 34  Muirshiel  Clyde  28-30  Sep;  45  Glenbuck  Ayr  1 Oct;  40  Aberfeldy  P&K  22  Oct;  30  Is  of  May 
27  Oct;  40  Hareshawhead  B 29  Oct;  120  Mull  of  Galloway  D&G  on  2 Nov;  40  Roundyhill  A&D  4 Nov  & 42 
Hirsel  B 1 5 Nov.  Flocks  of  20-29  birds  were  noted  NE,  Loth  (2),  Clyde  Is  & Fife. 

In  2000  there  were  19  flocks  of  >30  birds  with  a mean  size  of  54.0,  this  compares  to  18  flocks/mean  45.4  in 
1999,  16  & 38.3  in  1998  and  15  & 60.3  in  1997. 

Passage  through  the  N&W  Isles  was  light  with  c.  1 Fair  Is,  7 Ork,  5 Shet  & 1 OHeb.  There  was  a hint  that  a few 
singles  or  small  parties  (max  6)  arrived  with  migrating  thrushes  in  the  late  Dec  influx. 


* Lanceolated  Warbler  LocwsfeZ/a  lanceolata 

Autumn:  l”-w  Skerries  Shet  1 Sep;  L'-w  Fair  Is  4 Sep  with  1 there  on  11  Sep  and  another  2 there  12-17  Sep. 
12'*'  record  for  Shetland. 


R.D.Murray  [Ed.] 
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Common  Grasshopper  Warbler  (Grasshopper  Warbler)  Locustella  naevia 
Spring:  First  2 Doonfoot  Ayr  16  Apr;  Fife  & Ork  19  Apr;  Clyde,  Loth,  Forth,  High  & Arg  20-23  Apr;  P&K, 
A&D  & Bord  24  Apr;  Is  of  May  25  Apr;  D&G,  NE,  Clyde  Is  & Fair  Is  27-30  Apr;  M&N,  Shet  & OHeb  2-7  May. 
As  usual  many  first  birds  were  noted  in  typical  breeding  habitat,  usually  as  singles,  3 Knockshinnoch  Ayr  24  Apr 
being  the  best  count  by  far.  Ayr  & Arg  had,  by  far,  the  best  immigration  with  6 sites  occupied  in  Arg  22-27  Apr 
& 8mm  arriving  at  7 sites  in  Ayr  28-30  Apr. 

Passage  continued  into  early  May  but  there  were  very  poor  numbers  on  passage,  especially  in  the  N&W  Isles 
where  only  single  birds  were  noted  at  St.Kilda  OH,  North  Ronaldsay  Ork, 

Sumburgh  Head  Shet  & Fair  Is  19  Apr-2  May.  Indeed  only  c.55  birds  appear 
to  have  been  noted  in  the  late  Apr-early  May  period  this  year. 

Breeding:  M&N  6 birds  were  noted  at  5 sites;  NE  noted  at  5 sites  with  3mm 
Cove  in  mid-May,  nest  with  c/6  found  Comhill  on  10  Jun  held  several  large 
young  by  2 1 Jun;  A&D  5mm  noted  4 sites  but  3 sites  possibly  only  had  passage 
birds;  P&K  5mm  noted  2 areas;  Fife  12mm  at  12  sites;  Forth  noted  5 sites; 

Bord  18mm  at  10  sites  with  4mm  Linton  Bog  & 3mm  at  Ettrick  Marshes  & 

Spottiswoode;  Arg  noted  28  sites  with  an  average  2mm  Taynish  CBC,  4mm 
Colonsay  & 2mm  L.Gruinart,  Islay;  Clyde  Is  noted  only  4 sites;  Clyde  89prs 
at  43  sites  with  8mm  Strathclyde  Park  and  7mm  at  Cardowan  Moss, 

Lochwinnoch  & Endrick  Mouth;  Ayr  32mm  noted  at  1 9 sites  with  5mm  Blaweary, 

4-5mm  at  Pow  Bum  & 3mm  Kilkerran;  D&G  3prs  Ken-Dee  Marshes  & 3mm 
Mersehead. 

Autumn:  Last  singers  at  breeding  sites  in  early  Aug  in  Bord  & in  Arg  & Clyde  to  10  Sep.Only  Fair  Is  had  any 
more  than  1-4  birds  with  the  first  Noss  Shet  14  Aug.  First  Fair  Is  15  Aug  where  1-2  birds  daily  27  Aug-3  Sep 
and  16-28  Sep.  1 Is  of  May  1 1 Sep  & 2 Girdleness  NE  15  Sep.  Clear  influx  20-30  Sep  when  2 Is  of  May  20  & 
25  Sep;  6 Fair  Is  21  Sep;  3 North  Ronaldsay  Ork  27-28  Sep  and  1-2  birds  Snishival,  South  Uist  OH,  Donmouth 
NE,  Arbroath  A&D  & Balcomie  Castle  F,  including  c.  1 5 on  Shet.  Last  Is  of  May  on  25  Sep;  A&D,  OHeb,  Fife 
27  Sep;  Ork  on  29  Sep;  Shet  30  Sep.  Later  singles  Fair  Is  with  last  there  23  Oct. 


area 

sites 

mm 

M&N 

5 

6 

NE 

5 

7 

A&D 

4 

5 

P&K 

2 

5 

Fife 

12 

12 

Forth 

5 

5 

Loth 

8 

10 

Bord 

10 

18 

Arg 

28 

>33 

Clyde  Is 

4 

4 

Clyde 

43 

89 

Ayr 

19 

32 

D&G 

2 

6 

Sedge  Warbler  Acrocephalus  schoenobaenus 

Spring:  First  1 Duddingston  L.  L 15  Apr.  Then  2 Lochwinnoch  Clyde  & singles  Trabboch  Ayr  & Milton  L. 
D&G  22  Aprfollowed  by  an  almost  simultaneous  arrival  on  23  Apr  with  first  birds  Arg,  D&G,  Fife,  OHeb,  A&D, 
Is  of  May  & Bord  23  Apr,  P&K  & Forth  24  Apr;  M&N  & Fair  Is  25  Apr;  Ork  & NE  30  Apr;  Shet  8 May.  As 
usual  many  of  the  first  birds  that  arrived  were  directly  to  territory  with  1 5mm  Greenan  Ayr  24  Apr  & 1 0 St.  Abbs 
Head  B 28  Apr  with  max  17  there  3 May.  The  main  arrival  appears  to  have  been  2-8  May.  These  numbers 
compared  with  just  1-3  birds  noted  at  most  passage  sites  with  max  8 Fair  Is  & 3 Is  of  May  16  May  & 3 North 
Ronaldsay  Ork  25  May. 

Breeding:  Shet  pr  bred  Hoswick,  only  the  2nd  breeding  record  for  the  area; 

Ork  98mm  noted  at  c.l8  sites  with  39prs  Birsay  Moors,  15prs  L.of  Banks  & 
lOprs  Longhouse;  OHeb  10mm  at  4 sites  on  Lewis,  28mm  North  Uist,  8prs  at 
2 sites  Benbecula  & 24+  mm  South  Uist;  M&N  16mm  at  7 sites,  return  of 
birds  ringed  at  L.Spynie  in  1999  was  just  22%;  NE  24mm  Inverurie  in  NJ7520 
& 32mm  at  6 other  sites  with  13mm  Allan  Cults  Park  & 9mm  St.Cyrus;  A&D 
70mm  Kinnordy  & 28mm  Dean  Water;  P&K  38mm  Carsebreck,  24mm  Allan 
Water  near  Greenloaning  and  noted  at  7 other  sites;  Fife  160mm  at  24  sites 
with  a 23%  improvement  in  numbers  at  1 1 sites  although  stable  numbers  and 
productivity  at  St.Margaret’s  Marsh  CES,  best  sites  were  38mm  Cameron  Res., 

33-37prs  Eden  Est.,  25mm  Kilminning  coast,  25-30prs  Dunbog  Marsh;  Forth 
1 5prs  Blackdevonmouth;  Loth  3 1 prs  Aberlady(3 1 ),  1 2mm  Ormiston  railway 
& lOprs  Duddingston(5);  Bord  201mm  noted  at  63  sites  with  24mm  Ettrick 

Marshes,  14mm  Lindean  Res.,  13mm  Yetholm  Loch  & St. Abbs  Head;  Arg  noted  33  sites  with  a record  60mm 
Colonsay  & 12mm  Oronsay  (72mm  beating  the  combined  total  of5 1mm  in  ’99),  19mmL.Bhasapol.  Tiree,  8prs 
Taynish  CBC  (mean  9),  5prs  Sand  Is.;  Clyde  611prs  at  113  sites  with  215prs  Lochwinnoch,  39mm  Endrick 
Mouth  & 22mm  North  Haugh;  Ayr  141mm  noted  at  55  sites  with  12mm  Waterside,  10mm  Tarbolton  Moss  and 
8- 10mm  Heart  Loch;  D&G  41mm  at  3 sites  with  30mm  Mersehead. 

First  fledglings  seen  Bord  25  Jun,  Fife  26  Jun  & Clyde  25  Jul. 


Area 

Sites 

mm 

Shet 

1 

1 

Ork 

18 

98 

OHeb 

8 

70 

M&N 

7 

16 

NE 

7 

56 

A&D 

2 

98 

P&K 

7 

>62 

Fife 

24 

160 

Loth 

11 

71 

Bord 

63 

202 

Arg 

33 

>95 

Clyde 

113 

611 

Ayr 

55 

141 

D&G 

3 

41 

100 
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Autumn:  Last  on  breeding  sites  Fife  20  Aug;  Bord  3 Sep;  Loth,  Clyde  & Clyde  Is  12-14  Sep.  Passage  numbers 
very  poor,  mostly  1-2  birds,  with  peak  counts  of  8 St. Abbs  Head  19  Aug  & 5 Fair  Is  22  Sep. 

Last  Ayr,  Arg,  OHeb,  Forth  & Bord  1-10  Sep;  Loth  & Is  of  May  12  Sep;  A&D  23  Sep;  Fife  26  Sep.  1 North 
Ronaldsay  1 Oct  with  latest  singles  Whalsay  Shet  & Girdleness  NE  5 Oct. 

* Blyth’s  Reed  Warbler  Acrocephalus  dumetorum 

Spring:  1 Fair  Is  15  May;  Im  sang  Nigg  Ferry  H 7-22  Jun;  1 Fair  Is  12-13  Jun. 

First  bird  was  earliest-ever  for  Britain.  First  for  Highland  but  16-17‘^  for  Fair  Isle! 


* Marsh  Warbler  Acrocephalus palustris 

Spring:  singles  Fair  Is  3 1 May,  9 Jun  & 15  Jun;  Im  sang  Baltasound  Shet  9-10  Jun;  1 Ringasta  Shet  12  Jul  was 
very  late. 

Autumn:  1 Fair  Is  17-18  Aug;  1 Fair  Is  5-6  Sep  & 12  Sep;  1 St.Kilda  OH  18-19  Sep;  1 North  Ronaldsay  Ork  on 
20  Sep  with  another  21-22  Sep;  1 Graemeshall  Ork  27  Sep;  1 North  Ronaldsay  28-29  Sep. 

4 in  spring,  1 in  summer  & 8 in  autumn;  2'“‘  record  for  Outer  Hebrides. 


Eurasian  Reed  Warbler  (Reed  Warbler)  Acrocephalus  scirpaceus 
Spring:  First  Shet  7 May;  Ork  13  May;  A&D  17  May;  Bord  4 Jun 

Light  spring  passage  with  just  3 birds  Shet,  2 Ork  & Fife,  a single  Bord  and  none  from  Fair  Is,  NE  & Is  of  May. 
1 St.Margaret’s  Marsh  F during  early  May;  1 North  Ronaldsay  Ork  13  May;  1 Carlingheugh  Bay  A&D  on  17 
May;  1 St. Abbs  Head  B 4 Jun;  1 Balcomie  F 5 Jun;  1 North  Ronaldsay  1 8 Jun. 

Breeding:  Fife  Im  sang  St.Margaret’s  Marsh  May-early  summer;  D&G  49  different  birds  were  trapped  at  main 
East  Stewartry  site  May-Sep,  although  no  count  of  territorial  birds,  also  ImKennethbank  in  May,  Im  Woodhall 
L.  in  Jun  & l-2mm  Castle  L.  21  Jul. 


Autumn:  Early  birds  seen  in  Aug  with 
first  Fair  Is  & Shet  mid- Aug;  1 St.  Abbs 
Head  20  Aug;  c.l8  Shet,  10-12  Fair  Is 
& 1 Ork  27  Aug-1  Sep  max  8 Skerries 
Shet  ISep. 

1 Aird  Meadow  Clyde  9 Sep.  Few  birds 
during  first  half  of  Sep  before  large  in- 
flux 1 9-30  Sep.  The  first  movement  was 
from  19-22  Sep  with  50+  Shet,  18  Fair 
Is,  12  Ork,  9 Girdleness  NE,  5 Collieston 
NE,  3 Rattray  NE,  14  at  several  other  sites  in  NE  & 10  Sumburgh  Shet.  A fresh  influx  on  23-25  Sep  produced 
14  on  Fair  Is,  20  Foula  Shet,  11  Skerries,  5 North  Ronaldsay,  3 Is  of  May  & 3 at  Fife  Ness  F;  11  North 
Ronaldsay  & 2 Ethie  Mains  A&D  on  27  Sep;  10  Whalsay  Shet  28  Sep;  6 St. Abbs  Head  on  30  Sep.  4 reached 
St.Kilda  OH  during  the  latter  half  of  Sep. 

A few  stragglers  persisted  into  Oct  with  8 Whalsay  2 Oct  with  the  last  NE  on  10  Oct,  Ork  16  Oct,  Fair  Is  19  Oct, 
Bord  2 1 Oct,  Shet  23  Oct  with  the  latest  2 birds  at  Redheugh  B on  9 Nov. 

] Portknockie  M&N  21  Sep  was  second  for  area. 


Aug 

1-15 

Aug 

16-31 

Sep 

1-15 

Sep 

15-30 

Oct 

1-15 

Oct 

16-31 

Nov 

1-15 

Total 

N.Isles 

- 

13 

24 

80 

2 

- 

- 

119 

OHeb 

- 

- 

1 

3 

- 

- 

- 

4 

NE  Scot 

- 

- 

3 

23 

1 

- 

- 

27 

E/C  Scot 

- 

- 

1 

23 

2 

- 

- 

26 

SE  Scot 

- 

1 

2 

14 

1 

1 

1 

20 

WScot 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

2000 

0 

14 

32 

143 

6 

1 

1 

197 

1999 

12 

33 

15 

60 

1 

0 

0 

121 

1998 

5 

3 

87 

52 

65 

0 

0 

215 

Caspian  Reed  Warbler  A.s.  fuscus 

Spring:  1 resembling  this  form  was  seen  on  Fair  Is  on  12  Jun-1  Jul. 
See  Birding  World  13.315-317 


* Great  Reed  Warbler  Acrocephalus  arundinaceus 

Spring:  1 Virkic  Shet  in  late  May  was  videoed  by  homeowner  and  identified  later. 


* Booted  Warbler  Hippolais  caligata 

Autumn:  l"-w  Fair  Is  1 -2  Sep  with  a probable  ad  there  10  Sep;  1 Norwich,  Unst  Shet  15-17  Sep  with  1 Hillwell 
Shet  23  Sep. 


R.D.Murray  [Ed.] 
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* Icterine  Warbler  Hippolais  icterina 

SSpring:  1 Is  of  May  13  May;  Im  in  song  Norwick  Shet  20-22  May;  1 Halligarth  Shet  26  May;  4 Fair  Is  on 
27  May  with  2 there  28  May  & 3 there  29  May;  1 Virkie  Shet  27-28  May;  1 North  Ronaldsay  Ork  27-29  May. 
Autumn:  1 Fair  Is  20  Aug;  1 St.  Abbs  Head  B 26  Aug  with  another  there  2-5  Sep;  1 Pitcox  L 2 Sep;  1 Sumburgh 
Shet  6 Sep;  1 Bummouth  B 10  Sep.  Small  influx  20-23  Sep  with  2 Is  of  May  & singles  Strathlene  M&N, 
Collieston  NE,  Girdleness  NE,  Aberdeen  NE,  Donmouth  NE,  Durkadale  Ork,  Viewforth  Ork , Herston,  South 
Ronaldsay  Ork  & St.Abbs  Head.  1 Links,  Papa  Westray  Ork  24  Sep. 

10  in  spring  & 18  in  autumn.  First  for  Moray  & Nairn,  8th  for  Lothian  & 22"‘‘-26‘^  for  Borders. 

* Melodious  Warbler  Hippolais  polyglotta 

Autumn:  1 Graemeshall  Ork  29  Sep.  77'*  record  for  Orkney. 


* Eastern  Olivaceous  Warbler  Hippolais  pallida 
Autumn:  1 Collieston  NE  13-21  Sep.  First  for  North-east  Scotland  and  third  for  Scotland. 
First  records  Is  of  May  24-26  Sep  1967  & Fair  Isle  5-13  Jun  1995. 

See  Crockett  in  North-east  Scotland  Bird  Report  2000  119-121  & Birding  Scotland  4:  11-14  for  accounts  of  this  bird 


Eastern  Olivaceous  Wabler 

Winner  of  the  Best  Artwork  in 
a Scottish  Local  Bird  Report 
Chris  Gibbins 

North-east  Scotland  Bird  Report 


* Dartford  Warbler  Sylvia  undata 
Spring:  Im  Fair  Is  20-30  Apr,  probably  a male. 

First  record  for  Fair  Isle  & second  record  for  Scotland,  the  first  being  at  St.Abbs  Head  on  18  May  1983. 


* Subalpine  Warbler  Sylvia  cantillans 

Spring:  L'-s  f Fair  Is  20  Apr-3  May;  lad  m Eigg  H on  29-30  Apr;  1 ad  m Fair  Is  7-1 1 May  with  1 ad  m there  on 
14May;  1 Birsay  Ork  18  May;  1 adfHamister,  Whalsay  Shet31  May-1  Jun;  L*-smFairIs  1-3  Jun;  1 adm  Voe 
Shet  16-21  Jun;  1 ad  m Funds,  Foula  Shet  17  Jun;  1 ad  m Fair  Is  20  Jun. 

Autumn:  Im  Skaw,  Unst  Shet  15  Sep. 

[1999]  lad  m North  Ronaldsay  Ork  11  May. 


Barred  Warbler  Sylvia  nisoria 

Autumn:  1 Mid  Yell  Shet  1 6 Aug;  1 Baltasound  Shet  1 8 Aug;  c.  1 7- 1 9 birds  recorded  most  days  Fair  Is  19  Aug- 
22  Sep,  max  3 on  21  Aug.  Also  25  other  birds  Shet  20  Aug- 13  Oct,  all  1-2  birds  totalling  7 on  Skerries,  6 Whalsay, 
3 Norwick  and  singles  9 other  sites  making  it  the  worst  autumn  since  1993.  1 Is  of  May  21-28  Aug;  1 Viewforth 
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Jul 

1-31 

Aug 

1-15 

Aug 

16-31 

Sep 

1-15 

Sep 

15-30 

Oct 

1-15 

Oct 

16-31 

Total 

N.Isles 

- 

- 

14 

20 

15 

2 

2 

53 

OHeb 
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- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

2 

High 
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- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

NE  Scot 

- 

- 

- 

- 

3 

- 

- 

3 

E/C  Scot 

- 

- 

1 

1 

2 

- 

- 

4 

SE  Scot 

- 

- 

- 

2 

1 

- 

- 

2 

2000 

0 

0 

15 

24 

22 

2 

3 

66 

1999 

0 

4 

43 

23 

28 

1 

3 

100 

1998 

0 

6 

12 

25 

24 

9 

0 

76 

Ork  28-30  Aug;  2 North  Ronaldsay  Ork  1 Sep 
with  1 there  on  3 Sep;  1 Lochaline  H on  8-9  Sep; 
1 Dowlaw  B and  1 Tomess  L 12  Sep;  1 Anstruther 
F 17-18  Sep;  1 Greenwall  Ork  & 1 Girdleness 
NE  20  Sep;  1 Deemess  Ork,  1 Uigen,  Lewis 
OH  & 1 Ethie  Mains  A&D  21  Sep;  1 Cove  NE 
22-23  Sep;  1 Tomess  23  Sep;  1 Whinnyfold  NE 
25  Sep;  1 North  Ronaldsay  on  1 Oct;  1 Fair  Is  on 
17  Oct;  1 Ardmhor,  Barra  OH  21  Oct;  with  the 
latest  bird  at  North  Ronaldsay  on  3 1 Oct. 


Lesser  Whitethroat  Sylvia  curruca 
Winter:  1 Broughty  Ferry  A&D  30  Jan-9  Feb. 

Spring:  First  1 Kilminning  F 22  Apr.  Then  Loth  & Clyde  24  Apr;  Shet  25  Apr;  Bord,  Ayr  & Fair  Is  27-28  Apr; 
D&G  & A&D  30  Apr;  M&N  & Arg  4-5  May;  NE  13  May;  High  & Ork  21-26  May;  OHeb  9 Jun.  Max  counts 
include  4 Fair  Is.  Quiet  passage  with  just  9 Loth,  7 Shet,  5 Fife,  2 Ork  & NE  and  only  single  records  for  A&D, 
M&N,  Arg  & OH,  almost  all  occurring  as  singles.  By  far  the  best  count  was  5 Skateraw  L 7 May.  Some  birds 
were  still  moving  in  early  Jun. 

Breeding:  Fife  just  1 likely  site;  Loth  4-6prs  Aberlady  & Im  Ormiston;  Bord  singers  noted  at  6 sites  with 
proved  breeding  Pease  Bay;  Clyde  2 terr  Baron’s  Haugh  & just  2 unpaired  mm  elsewhere  in  a very  poor  season, 
depsite  searching;  Ayr  4 sites  with  proved  breeding  at  Heads  of  Ayr;  D&G  breeding  possibly  bred  Kennethbank 
where  adult  in  spring  and  juv  trapped  in  Aug.  Feeding  young  noted  Ayr  28  May  & Bord  12  Jun. 

Autumn:  First  Shet  & Fife  17-18  Aug;  Ork,  Bord,  Fair  Is  & OH  26-28  Aug;  Loth  3 Sep;  Is  of  May  11  Sep. 

3 Skerries  Shet,  2 Whalsay  Shet  & 1 Sumburgh  Shet  27-28  Aug.  Influx  21-30  Sep  when  c.28  Ork,  6+  Shet  & 
C.9  Fife,  with  max  counts  of  7 Fair  Is,  6 Is  of  May,  4 North  Ronaldsay  Ork  and  3 birds  each  at  Whalsay, 
Skerries,  Foula  Shet,  Girdleness  NE  & Collieston  NE,  mostly  21-23  Sep. 

Last  OHeb  & Arg  14-18  Sep;  Loth  25  Sep;  A&D  & High  30  Sep;  Ork,  Bord  & Is  of  May  2-6  Oct;  NE  12  Oct; 
Fife  & Shet  13  Oct.  1 Baltasound  Shet  4 Nov  was  exceptionally  late. 

S.c.blythii  - several  seen  & trapped  on  Fair  Is  in  Sep. 


Whitethroat  Sylvia  communis 

Spring:  First  A&D  1 5 Apr;  Loth  1 7 Apr;  Bord  & Ork  1 9 Apr;  Shet  20  Apr;  Ayr  & Is  of  May  & Clyde  22-23  Apr; 
D&G,  Forth  & Arg  24  Apr;  M&N,  OHeb,  NE,  P&K,  Fife,  Clyde  Is  & Fair  Is  28-30  Apr. 

Just  8 Shet,  4 Ork  & only  3 to  OHeb  but  plenty  elsewhere  with  most  of  the  first  arrivals  directly  on  territories 
during  30  Apr- 10  May.  Max  counts  were  5 Fair  Is  30  Apr;  18  St.Cyms  NE  4 May;  12  Is  of  May  7 May.  Late 
singles  Fair  Is,  Is  of  May  & Shet  into  early-mid  Jun. 

Breeding:  Ork  1 m sang  Scorrabrae  in  Jun;  M&N  20mm  noted  at  9 sites  but  absent  from  2 traditional  sites; 
A&D  proved  breeding  at  2 sites;  P&K  noted  9 sites,  increase  in  singing  mm  Tay  reedbeds  where  numbers 
caught  were  significantly  higher  than  usual;  Fife  84mm  noted  at  35  sites  with  40prs  at  9 plots  where  41prs  in 
1999,  also  stable  29prs  at  10  BBS  plots,  some  sites  do  show  dramatic  increases  and  reductions  with  best  sites 
being  8mm  L.Ore  Meadows  (1),  7mm  Eden  Est.  (10),  5mm  Dogton  Farm  (7),  6prs  Kincraig  Hill  had  20  young 
while  5prs  at  Longannet  fledged  1 5 juvs;  Forth  BBS  totals  were  3 times  the  average;  Loth  38mm  seen  20  sites 
with  6mm  Aberlady;  Bord  65mm  noted  at  40  sites  with  12mm  Oxenrig;  Arg  good  season  with  birds  noted  at 
28  sites  with  23prs  Colonsay  (17)  & 8prs  Taynish  CBC  (mean  7);  Clyde  Is  sang  6 sites  Arran;  Clyde  235prs 
from  1 04  sites  with  1 9mm  Lenzie,  Woodilee  & 7mm  Summerston,  Kilmacolm  area  & Ardmore  Point;  Ayr  75mm 
noted  at  47  sites  with  6mm  Culzean;  D&G  25prs  Mersehead  (18). 

First  fledged  M&N  & A&D  17  Jun;  Bord  & Fife  1 Jul. 

Autumn:  Last  regulars  on  territory  into  mid-Aug  with  stragglers  to  mid  Sep  in  Fife  & Clyde 

First  passage  birds  seen  Sumburgh  Head  Shet  1 5 Aug;  St.Kilda  OH  25  Aug;  Fair  Is  & Is  of  May  27  Aug;  Ork 

& Bord  1 3 Sep.  3 Whalsay  Shet  & 1 Skerries  Shet  1 Sep. 

Main  passage  20-30  Sep  when  10  North  Ronaldsay  Ork  & 6 Whalsay  Shet;  30  Is  of  May  20  Sep;  5 St.  Abbs 
Head  B 2 1 Sep;  1 2 Sumburgh,  6 Cove  NE,  5 Skerries  Shet  & 3 Balcomie  Castle  F 22  Sep;  1 5 Is  of  May,  8 Foula 
Shet  & 8 Fair  Is  25  Sep;  3 Papa  Westray  Ork  27  Sep;  4 North  Ronaldsay,  4 Foula  & 4 Whalsay  1-5  Oct. 
Last  A&D,  M&N,  Fife  & Ayr  24-30  Sep;  Is  of  May,  Shet,  Ork  & NE  1-6  Oct;  Fair  Is  & Loth  11-13  Oct;  1 inland 
straggler  Whitrig  B 1 5 Oct. 


R.D.Murray  [Ed.] 
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Garden  Warbler  Sylvia  borin 

Spring:  First  single  Helensburgh  Clyde  19  Apr;  then  Ork  & Bord  20  Apr;  D&G,  Loth  & Arg  23-27  Apr;  Fife  & 
Ayr  28  Apr;  NE,  A&D,  Forth  & OHeb  1-3  May;  M&N  6 May;  Is  of  May  & Shet  16-17  May. 

Only  widespread  after  c.6  May  in  S.  Most  mainland  arrivals  were  direct  to  territories.  Passage  birds  were 
limited  to  single  records  at  most  migration  points  (e.g.  St.Abbs  Head  B & St.Cyrus  NE).  Just  2 reached  OHeb, 
only  7 to  Ork  but  16  reached  Shet.  Passage  was  only  better  on  Fair  Is  with  a peak  of  12  on  27  May. 
Breeding:  OHeb  Singing  m Stornoway  Woods  in  Jun;  M&N  12mm  noted  at  9 sites;  NE  pr  feeding  young  mid- 
Donside  was  only  report;  A&D  success  noted  at  10  sites;  P&K  noted  5 sites;  Fife  37mm  noted  at  20  sites  with 
decline  from  18mm  to  15mm  noted  at  8 sites  monitored  in  ’99  & ’00,  no  increase  seen  in  the  W.Fife  stronghold 
despite  large  drop  in  numbers  in  ’99,  best  sites  were  5mm  Valleyfield  Woods  & 4mm  Longannet  where  total  of 
8 juvs  fledged;  Forth  very  scarce  in  55S;  Loth  8mm  seen  4 sites;  Bord  67mm  noted  at  43  sites  with  5mm 
Hirsel  and  Southpark  Woods;  Arg  5mm  Taynish  CBC  with  single  mm  at  10  other  sites;  Clyde  Is  just  1 record 
from  Arran;  Clyde  55prs  at  3 1 sites  with  1 2mm  Mugdock  Park;  Ayr  62mm  noted  at  29  sites  with  9mm  Culzean 
& 5mm  Monkwood.  First  feeding  young  seen  Bord  10  Jun  & NE  30  Jun;  first  fledged  Fife  8 Jul. 

Autumn:  Dispersing  juvs  noted  Fife  from  27  Jul.  Last  in  breeding  habitatsForth  28  Aug  & Bord  3 Sep. 

First  passage  birds  Arg  8 Aug;  Shet,  Fair  Is  & NE  11-15  Aug;  Is  of  May  21  Aug;  M&N,  Ork,  OHeb,  Clyde  & 
Bord  27-31  Aug;  Fife  3 Sep;  D&G  10  Sep. 

6 Is  of  May  19  Aug;  42  Is  of  May  & 8 Whalsay  Shet  27-28  Aug  with  8 Skerries  Shet  1 Sep.  Passage  was 
mostly  in  Sep.  8 Is  of  May  1 1 Sep,  14  North  Ronaldsay  Ork  14  Sep  with  a large  fall  19-23  Sep  when  max  counts 
of  60  Fair  Is,  50  Fife  Ness  F,  16  North  Ronaldsay,  15  Skerries,  12  Girdleness  F,  10  Quendale  Shet,  10  Drums 
NE,  10  Cove  NE,  10  Is  of  May,  8 Balcomie  Castle  F,  8 Queenamidda  Ork  & 5 St.Abbs  Head  B.  Smaller 
numbers  continued  arriving  to  end  Sep  with  10  Denbum  Wood  area  F,  5 Graemeshall  Ork  & 4 St.Abbs  Head 
25-26  Sep;  13  OHeb  late  Sep/early  Oct. 

Last  D&G  12  Sep;  Arg  14  Sep;  M&N  & Loth  26-28  Sep;  OHeb,  A&D,  Is  of  May  & Fife  29-30  Sep;  NE  & Shet 
7-10  Oct;  Bord  15  Oct  with  latest  Fair  Is  20  Oct. 

Singles  Uigen  Lewis  OH  2 Nov,  North  Ronaldsay  3 Nov  & Queenamidda  18  Nov  were  exceptionally  late. 


Blackcap  Sylvia  atricapilla 

Winter:  c.  53  birds  Jan-early  Mar:  7 NE  & Loth,  6 Bord,  4 M&N  & P&K,  3 Ork,  2 A&D  & Forth  & singles 
Clyde  Is,  Fife  & Ayr.  Max  4 in  Helensburgh  garden  Clyde  & 3 Gullane  L Jan-Mar. 

Spring:  First  probable  migrants  seen  Douglas  Estate  Clyde  6 Apr  & Southwick  D&G  7 Apr;  Ayr  & Fife  9 Apr; 
Bord  10  Apr;  Shet,  Ork  & Fair  Is  15-19  Apr;  M&N,  P&K,  A&D,  Loth,  Forth  & Is  of  May  20-23  Apr;  Arg  & 
OHeb  28-30  Apr.  Few  passage  migrants  noted  but  3 Is  of  May  27  Apr;  4 Whalsay  Shet  & 4 St.Abbs  Head  B 

28  Apr;  max  12  Fair  Is  (undated). 

Breeding:  Ork  Im  sang  Binscarth  Wood;  M&N  73mm  sang  at  42  sites  maintaining  the  record  levels  of  ’99, 
max  1 1mm  Limekilns  area  & 9mm  R.Lossie;  NE  5mm  Park;  A&D  7prs  Kinnordy;  Fife  72prs  at  34  sites  but 
14%  decline  at  10  paired  sites  from  ’99  figures,  8prs  Valleyfield  Woods  (5)  fledged  15  juvs  & just  2mm  Elie 
Estate  where  6mm  in  ’99;  Loth  79mm  seen  29  sites  with  15prs  Roslin  Glen  (16),  14prs  Bawsinch  & 9mm 
Inveresk;  Bord  108mm  reported  from  61  sites  with  9mm  Harestanes  & 8mm  Langlee  Woods;  Arg  1 1 sites  with 
6mm  Bridgend  Woods,  Islay  & 3mm  Colonsay  House;  Clyde  139prs  at  67  sites  with  14mm  Lenzie,  Woodilee, 
8mm  North  Haugh  & Crowhill  Wood;  Ayr  146prs  noted  at  52  sites  with  26mm  Culzean,  11mm  Monkwood, 
10mm  Auchendrane  area  & 8mm  Kildonan.  First  fledged  Fife  18  Jun. 

Autumn:  Juvenile  dispersal  noted  from  mid-Jul  on  Fair  Is  & early  Aug  in  Clyde,  Fife  & Bord. 

Steady  passage  in  small  numbers  from  late  Aug  with  first  really  big  numbers  mid-late  Sep.  8 Is  of  May  1 1 Sep; 
100  Fair  Is  13  Sep;  a major  fall  20-24  Sep  when  250  Fair  Is,  142  North  Ronaldsay  Ork,  100  Skerries  Shet,  80  Is 
of  May,  53  Whalsay  Shet,  50  Fife  Ness  F,  40  Sumburgh  Shet,  35  South  Ronaldsay  Ork,  30  Cove  NE,  30  Foula 
Shet,  30  Kergord  Shet,  24+  Balcomie  Castle  F,  15  Collieston  NE,  15  Girdleness  NE,  15  Rattray  NE,  12  Mains 
of  Usan  A&D;  97  North  Ronaldsay,  80  Is  of  May,  32  Berwickshire  coast  B 26-27  Sep;  50  Quendale  Shet  on 

29  Sep;  27  Whalsay  2 Oct;  30  Is  of  May  10  Oct;  140  Fair  Is  14  Oct;  200  Fair  Is  21  Oct;  10  Fife  Ness,  8 North 
Ronaldsay,  8 St.Abbs  Head  B 8-10  Nov. 

Good  numbers  of  birds  were  reported  well  into  Nov  with  an  extraordinary  c.  1 15  birds  noted  OHeb  Sep-late  Nov. 
These  late  birds  make  the  last  appearance  of  birds  in  some  areas  impossible  to  distinguish. 

Winter:  c.l06  Dec  records  with  22  Fife,  12  Clyde,  1 1 Ayr,  10  M&N,  7 Loth,  Bord  & Ork,  6 Arg  & Forth,  5 P&K. 
3 Shet,  2 A&D  & OHeb  with  single  Clyde  Is.  There  were  definite  signs  of  a mid-Dec  influx  into  several  areas 
and  2000-0 1 numbers  were  running  at  a higher  than  usual  levels  with  record  numbers  in  Fife. 
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* Greenish  Warbler  Phylloscopus  trochiloides 

Autumn:  1 Fair  Is  19  Aug;  1 Sumburgh  Head  Shet  26  Aug;  2 Skerries  Shet  & singles  Skaw,  Whalsay  Shet, 
Ethie  Mains  A&D  & Fair  Is  27  Aug  with  2 Fair  Is,  2 Skerries  & 1 Sandwick,  Whalsay  Shet  28  Aug;  I Noss 
Shet  1 Sep;  1 Grutness-Sumburgh  Hotel  Shet  4-10  Sep;  I Balcomie  Castle  F on  3 Sep;  I Geosetter  Shet  on 
15-17  Sep;  1 Hamister,  Whalsay  Shet  16  Sep. 

15  autumn  birds. 

2nd  for  Angus  & Dundee,  4‘'^  for  Fife,  3F‘  for  Fair  Isle  and  a record  9 for  Shetland,  the  42’'^-50^^  records. 


* Arctic  Warbler  Phylloscopus  borealis 

Autumn:  1 Fair  Is  4 Sep;  1 Stennabreck,  North  Ronaldsay  Ork  5 Sep;  1 Fair  Is  14-15  Sep;  1 Burray,  North 
Ronaldsay  Ork  17  Sep. 

16'''- 17"'  records  for  Orkney,  6 8"' -69"'  for  Fair  Isle. 


* Pallas’s  Leaf  Warbler  (Pallas’s  Warbler)  Phylloscopus  proregulus 

Autumn:  1 Fair  Is  16  Oct;  1 Toab  Shet  3 Nov;  singles  Cruden  Bay  NE,  Boarhills  F,  Broxmouth  L & Dowlaw 
B 8 Nov;  1 Wester  Quarff  Shet  15  Nov.  8th  for  Lothian. 

15"'  for  Fife,  2P‘  for  Borders,  27"'  for  Fair  Is  & 45"'  for  NE  Scotland  of  this  once  really  rare  species. 


* Hume’s  Leaf  Warbler  Phylloscopus  humei 
Autumn:  1 Denbum  Wood  F 7-8  Nov. 

First  for  Fife  and  fifth  for  Scotland. 

* Yellow-browed  Warbler  Phylloscopus  inornatus 

Autumn:  First  1 Wideford  Brae  Ork  13  Sep;  1 North  Ronaldsay  Ork  14  Sep;  1 Noss  Shet  15  Sep;  2 Maywick 
Shet  & singles  Kergord,  Channerwick  & Gorie,  Bressay,  all  Shet  17  Sep;  1 Fair  Is  19  Sep;  singles  Voxter  Shet 
& Hurtiso  Ork  21  Sep.  The  pace  of  arrivals  heated  up  from  22  Sep  with  5 Lerwick  Shet  & singles  Whalsay 
Shet,  Voe  Shet,  Durkadale  Ork,  Papa  Westray  Ork  & Donmouth  NE;  6 singles  Shet  & 1 Cara,  South  Ronaldsay 
Ork  23  Sep;  3 singles  Shet,  2 Girdleness  NE  and  singles  Cove  NE  & St.  Abbs  Head  B 24  Sep.  Then  4 Fair  Is, 
2 Rattray  Head  NE,  Bams  Ness  L & St.Abbs  Head  with  singles  Shet  (3),  Queenamidda  Ork,  St.Kilda  OH, 
St.Cyms  NE,  Balgownie  Links  NE  on  25  Sep. 

While  12  appeared  on  Shet  (all  1-2  birds)  26-29  Sep,  numbers  on  Fair  Is  increased  to  5 by  28  Sep,  4 were  on 
North  Ronaldsay  26-30  Sep  while  singles  appeared  at  Glendale,  Skye  H,  Kincraig  Hill  F,  Cove,  Balmedie,  Bams 
Ness  L & Ork  (3)  over  the  same  period.  3 Scalloway  Shet  & 2 North  Ronaldsay  1 Oct;  followed  by  4 new  birds 
Shet  & 1 Askemish,  S.Uist  OH  by  5 Oct  with  1 North  Locheynort,  S.Uist  OH  on  6 Oct. 

Further  arrivals  took  place  on  10-15  Oct  with  2 Fair  Is,  2 Is  of  May,  2 St.Abbs  Head  & singles  at  Shet  (4),  North 
Ronaldsay,  Denbum  Wood  F,  Herston  & Queenamidda. 

Singles  Norwich  Shet  & Skaw,  Unst  Shet  17  Oct;  1 Bayherivagh,  Barra  OH  on  21  Oct;  3 Kergord  on  22  Oct; 
1 Whalsay  & 1 Fair  Is  23  Oct;  1 Noness  Shet  26  Oct;  1 Oban  Tmmisgarry,  N.Uist  OH  30  Oct;  1 Dowlaw  B on 
1 0 Nov;  2 Denbum  Wood  F 1 1 Nov  with  last  1 there  on  16  Nov. 
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* Radde’s  Warbler  Phylloscopus  schwarzi 

Autumn:  1 Balmedie  NE  26  Sep;  singles  Skibberhoull,  Whalsay  Shet  2 Oct;  1 Peterhead  NE  12  Oct;  1 St.Abbs 
Head  B 13-15  Oct;  1 Houb  Whalsay  Shet  22  Oct. 

Second  for  Borders,  3''" -4'''  for  North-east  Scotland  & 14"' -15"'  for  Shetland. 
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Radde’s  Warbler 

Derick  Watson 
Borders  Bird  Report 


* Dusky  Warbler  Phylloscopus  fuscatus 

Autumn:  1 Voxter  Shet  & Sandwick,  Whalsay  Shet  29  Sep.  The  2T‘-22"‘‘  records  for  Shetland. 


Wood  Warbler  Phylloscopus  sibilatrix 

Spring:  First  1 Southpark  Wood  B 13  Apr  was  distinctly  early.  More  normal  were  first  arrivals  in  Arg  23  Apr; 
D&G  26  Apr;  NE,  Clyde,  Loth,  Clyde  Is  & Ayr  27-29  Apr;  P&K,  Forth  & OHeb  30  Apr;  Fair  Is  7 May;  M&N 
12  May;  Ork  14  May. 

Typical  poor  spring  at  migration  points  with  just  2 Fair  Is  & 1 Ork  but  none  Shet  & Is  of  May. 

Breeding:  OHeb  2mm  sang  persistently  at  sites  in  Stornoway  Woods;  M&N  4mm  sang  at  3 sites;  NE  6mm 
Dinnet  & 3mm  Craigendarroch;  P&K  noted  3 sites;  Loth  no  breeding  reports;  Bord  8mm  sang  at  7 sites;  Arg 
noted  at  23  sites  including  8 sites  on  Mull  but  decline  to  5mm  Taynish  CBC  (mean  8);  Clyde  Is  noted  2 sites 
Arran  & 1 site  Bute;  Clyde  40prs  at  20  sites  with  1 7mm  at  8 sites  L.Lomond,  1 0mm  Glen  Douglas  & 4mm  Glen 
Luss;  Ayr  6mm  reported  at  3 sites  with  3mm  Kildonan;  D&G  8mm  Hills  Wood. 

Numbers  seem  to  have  been  generally  very  poor  in  2000. 

Autumn:  Post-breeding  dispersal  produced  an  arrival  on  Is  of  May  on  30  Jul.  First  Fair  Is  15  Aug;  Shet  17  Aug; 
OHeb  & Ork  4-5  Sep;  NE  & Is  of  May  12  Sep. 

1-2  Fair  Is  on  7 dates  in  late  Aug;  3 singles  Shet  1-6  Sep  with  a further  4 singles  13-21  Sep;  2 Herston,  South 
Ronaldsay  Ork  21  Sep;  but  a typically  poorly  observed  exodus. 

Last  Bord  27  Aug;  OHeb  4 Sep;  Is  of  May  12  Sep;  Shet  & NE  21  Sep;  latest  1 North  Ronaldsay  Ork  3 Oct. 


Common  Chiffchaff  (Chiffchaff)  Phylloscopus  collybita 
Winter:  1 Ruddon’s  Point  F 20  Feb  was  the  only  record  of 
a wintering  bird. 

Spring:  First  1 Clatto  A&D  17  Mar.  Then  Bord  and  Ayr 
1 8 Mar;  P&K,  D&G,Clyde,  Clyde  Is,  Forth  and  Fair  Is  19- 
21  Mar;  Fife,  Loth,  Arg  & Ork  22-25  Mar;  M&N,  NE  & 

OHeb  26-28  Mar;  Is  of  May  3 Apr. 

10  St. Abbs  Head  B,  8 Knockdolian  Ayr  & 5 Fetlar  Shet 
18-19  Apr;  35  Fair  Is  18-21  Apr;  12  Skaw,  UnstShetand 
8 North  Ronaldsay  Ork  29-30  Apr;  27  Fair  Is  1-7  May; 

6 Is  of  May  7 May. 

Breeding:  Ork  birds  sang  persistently  at  3 sites;  OHeb  single  mm  sang  Stornoway  Woods  & Clachan  N.Uist; 
M&N  42mm  sang  at  26  sites  with  5mm  Monaughty  Forest;  NE  6mm  Cults  area;  P&K  noted  1 1 sites;  Fife 
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61mm  noted  at  42  sites  with  drop  from  21mm  to  17mm  at  11  paired  sites  since  ’99;  Forth  noted  7 sites;  Loth 
8 1mm  at  55  sites  with  6mm  Presmennan;  Bord  102mm  at  57  sites  with  7mm  Hirsel  & 6mm  Langlee  Woods  & 
Melrose;  Arg  noted  at  7 sites;  Clyde  Is  6 sites  Arran  & 1 site  Cumbraes;  Clyde  112mm  at  63  sites  with  9mm 
Strathclyde  Park,  5mm  Linn  Park,  Buchanan  Castle  & Lenzie  Woodilee;  Ayr  136mm  at  33  sites  with  30mm 
Culzean,  14mm  Halkshill , 9mm  Nether  Auchendrane  & 8mm  Kilgrammie.  First  fledged  young  Bord  2 Jul. 
Autumn:  Dispersal  noted  from  mid-Jul  in  Bord,  late  Jul  in  Shet. 

First  migrants  Shet  & Is  of  May  28-29  Aug;  Bord  13  Sep;  Ork  20  Sep;  Fair  Is  21  Sep. 

Max  counts  were  fairly  low:  6 Yellowcraig  L 1 Sep;  6 Finnarts  Bay  Ayr  10  Sep;  4 Collieston  NE  & 4 Girdleness 
NE  20  Sep;  10  Sumburgh  Shet,  20  Foula  Shet  & 20  Kergord  Shet  22-25  Sep;  15  Is  of  May  & 10  Lunning  Shet 
26-29  Sep;  10  Bummouth  B,  10  Eyemouth  B & 3 Lein  M&N  30  Sep;  27  Whalsay  Shet,  21  Fair  Is  and  14  Foula 
Shet  2-3  Oct;  12  Skerries  Shet  6 Oct. 

Last  regulars  P&K  & Ayr  24-30  Sep;  D&G  1 Oct;  Arg  6 Oct;  Bord  15  Oct;  A&D  17  Oct.  Trickle  of  records  to 
mid-Nov  in  Arg,  Loth,  Ayr  & Fife,  max  4 Quendale  Shet  4 Nov. 

Winter:  Definite  hint  of  late  Nov/early  Dec  arrival  with  ‘new’  birds  appearing  in  early  Dec  in  Shet,  Fife,  Forth, 
Bord,  Clyde  & Ork,  max  3 Dunglass  B & 2 L.  of  Strathbeg  NE  17  Dec. 

A ringed  hybrid  Chiffchaff  x Willow  Warbler  (identifled  by  song  and  biometrics)  in  same  territory  as  1999  at 
Drumpellier  Country  Park  Clyde. 

Eastern  Chiffchaff  P.c.tristis 

‘Many’  noted  on  Fair  Is  in  late  Oct-Nov.  On  Shet  2 Skerries  13  Oct  with  c.  12  reported  Shet  through  Oct  with 
last  singles  Quendale  & Grutness  9 Nov.  Elsewhere:  1 Papa  Westray  Ork  12  Oct;  1 North  Ronaldsay  Ork  & 
1 Tarbert,  Harris  OH  4 Nov;  1 Broxmouth  L 8 Nov;  1 L.Spynie  M&N  12  Nov;  1 Grogarry,  S.Uist  OH  23  Nov. 
1 wintered  Musselburgh  L 19  Nov-2001. 


Willow  Warbler  Phylloscopus  trochilus 

Spring:  First  Harrybum  B 25  Mar  & 2 Cove  B 30  Mar  were  fairly  early.  A more  normal  first  arrival  date  would 
have  been  the  first  in  Clyde  & Forth  6 Apr;  D&G,  Loth,  Ayr  & Arg  7-8  Apr;  Clyde  Is,  Fife  & Fair  Is  10-12  Apr; 
P&K,  A&D,  M&N,  Ork,  OHeb  & NE  16-17  Apr;  Shet  20  Apr.  1 0 at  Baron’ s Haugh  Clyde  1 0 Apr;  7 Fair  Is  15 
Apr;  20  St.Abbs  Head  B 20  Apr;  12  Girdleness  NE  22  Apr;  33  St.Abbs  Head,  25  Is  of  May,  24  Penmanshiel 
Moss  B,  20  Williamhope  B and  7 Fife  Ness  F 23  Apr;  25  Is  of  May,  13  Fair  Is,  6 Sumburgh  Head  Shet  and 
6 N.Unst  Shet  29-30  Apr;  40+  St.Cyrus  NE  4 May.  15  Dowlaw  Dean  B 13  May;  1 1 Fair  Is  14  May  appears  to 
have  been  late  passage  birds.  The  main  arrival  appears  to  have  been  17-23  Apr  on  the  mainland,  passage 
seemed  light  generally  but  especially  so  on  the  N&W  Isles. 

Breeding:  Ork  6 sites  held  14prs  with  4prs  Trumland  Wood,  Rousay;  OHeb  bred  3 areas  of  Lewis  including 
19mm  Stornoway  Woods,  c.l4mm  at  6 sites  North  Uist,  c.l4mm  at  7 sites  South  Uist  & 3 sites  Barra;  M&N 
40mm  Lein,  17mm  lower  Findhom  & pr  bred  Naim  Bar;  A&D  19mm  Forfar  Loch;  P&K  40prs  Vane  Farm; 
Forth  6%  increase  in  BBS  returns;  Fife  numbers  increase  at  10  paired  sites  from  202mm  to  221mm  between 
1999  & 2000,  46mm  Cameron  Res.,  42mm  L.Ore  Meadows,  34  Valleyfield  Woods  CBC,  18-20  Eden  Est.  & 
1 7mm  Tentsmuir  Forest  BBS,  breeding  however  was  very  poor  at  Kippo  Wood  CES  where  just  3 1 juvs  were 
ringed  compared  to  a mean  of  145  over  the  previous  5 years;  Loth  92mm  noted  10  sites  with  33mm  Aberlady 
(3 1 ),  1 7mm  Easter  Inch  Moss  & 1 5mm  Bavelaw;  Bord  374mm  noted  28  sites  with  68mm  Ettrick  Marshes  (70), 
43mm  Ladyurd  (44),  35mm  Chisholme  House  & 32mm  Whithaugh  Park  (23);  Arg  93mm  Taynish  CBC  (97), 
1 2prs  Sanda  Is.  & 2prs  Oronsay;  Clyde  1,11 5mm  reported  from  94  ‘sites’  with  74mm  Glen  Luss,  42mm  Cardowan 
Moss,  40mm  Lochwinnoch  & 31mm  Endrick  Mouth;  Ayr  43mm  Carrick  Lane  area,  30mm  Waterside  area, 
28mm  Culzean  & 27mm  at  3 other  sites;  D&G  14prs  Mersehead  where  there  was  a disastrous  breeding  season 
with  60-70%  drop  in  numbers  caught  and  no  juvs  trapped  in  Jun. 

Feeding  young  from  3 Jun  M&N,  24  Jun  Bord.  First  fledged  Fife  1 Jul,  Bord  17  Jul;  Forth  23  Jul. 

Autumn:  Post-breeding  flocks  of  1 6 Peppermill  Dam  F 27  Jul,  20Muirshiel  Clyde  2 Aug , 20  Town  of  Inchinnan 
Farm  Clyde  5 Aug,  60+  Devilla  F 17  Aug  & 20  Hirsel  B 31  Aug  suggest  some  success  in  some  areas. 

The  dispersal  of  local  birds  was  evident  through  mid-Jul- Aug  but  the  first  real  upswings  in  numbers  occurred  as 
passage  birds  started  moving  in  Aug  with  4 Fetlar  Shet  4 Aug.  The  first  influx  was  28Aug-l  Sep  in  N.Isles  with 
60  Fair  Is,  27  Whalsay  Shet  & 25  Skerries  Shet.  30  St.Abbs  Head,  25  Is  of  May  and  10  Balcomie  Castle  F on 
12-13  Sep;  & 20  Skerries  15  Sep. 

The  best  numbers  of  the  autumn  arrived  during  the  falls  of  20-30  Sep  with  30  Is  of  May  & 10  Collieston  NE  on 
20  Sep;  60  Sumburgh,  30  South  Ronaldsay  Ork,  27  North  Ronaldsay  Ork  and  20  Fife  Ness  F on  22  Sep; 
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90  Whalsay,  45  daily  Fair  Is,  30  daily  St.Abbs  Head  & 23  Foula  Shet  23-26  Sep;  60  Is  of  May,  20  Redheugh  B, 
12  Balcomie  area,  12  Cove  B,  10  Eyemouth  B & 10  Kineff  NE  25  Sep. 

Numbers  petered  out  into  late  Sep  with  only  28  Whalsay  & 23  North  Ronaldsay  2 Oct  making  any  show. 

Last  P&K,  Forth,  Clyde  Is,  Arg  & Ayr  10-16  Sep;  D&G  22  Sep;  M&N  25  Sep;  NE  30  Sep;  A&D,  Loth,  Clyde, 
Bord  & Is  of  May  I- 10  Oct;  OHeb  13  Oct;  Shet,  Fife  & Fair  Is  21-22  Oct  with  the  latest  singles  at  Burravoe 
Shet  1 Nov  & North  Ronaldsay  4 Nov. 


Goldcrest  Regulus  regulus 

Winter/Spring:  Few  Jan/Feb  counts:  20  East  Kilbride  Clyde  & 16  Gartgarry  F during  Jan;  30  Almondell  L and 
8 Wallacebank  Wood  Forth  in  Feb  were  the  best.  3 North  Locheynort,  South  Uist  OH  were  the  only  winter 
records  away  from  Stornoway  Woods  OH.  1 Fair  Is  28  Jan  was  unprecedented. 

The  first  hint  of  passage  were  15  Tiree  Arg  21  Mar,  then  the  first  Shet  22  Mar;  Ork  25  Mar;  Fair  Is  & Fife  Ness 
F 28-29  Mar.  The  best  counts  were:  10  St.Abbs  Head  B 7 Apr;  25  Fair  Is  19  Apr.  2 reached  both  St.Kilda  OH 
& Mingulay  OH  10-18  Apr.  Passage  finished  early  May  in  N.Isles. 

Breeding:  Shet  1 Kergord  in  Jun  but  no  evidence  of  breeding;  Ork  singing  mm  Flotta  & Binscarth  but  no 
success;  OHeb  probably  bred  in  Stornoway  Woods,  Achmore  & Leverburgh  on  Lewis  and  Harris,  3mm  and 
2 broods  at  2 sites  on  North  Uist,  singing  m & family  South  Uist,  pr  & 3mm  at  2 sites  Barra;  NE  no  change  in 
BBS  levels;  A&D  5prs  Kinnordy;  Fife  32prs  present  on  BBS  sites  a 25%  increase  from  ’98  & ’99,  28prs  also 
counted  at  9 sites  with  8prs  Moor  Loch,  7prs  Valleyfield  Woods  CBC\  Forth  88%  increase  on  BBS  numbers 
over  ’99;  Loth  noted  just  4 sites;  Bord  23mm  Ladyurd  (18),  9mm  Castlecraig  (7),  7mm  Penmanshiel  Moss; 
Arg  2prs  Taynish  CBC  (mean  1);  Clyde  96prs  at  30  sites  with  12mm  Bumcrooks  & 6mm  at  Corsehill,  Mugdock 
& Glenfield,  Paisley. 

First  fledged  young  D&G  30  May;  Bord  & Clyde  3 Jun. 

AutumnAVinter:  25  Garvock  Lodge  Clyde  1 6 July,  30  Dechmont  Lodge  L 20  Aug  & 1 1 0 at  7 sites  East  Kilbride 
Clyde  23-25  Aug,  were  the  best  count  of  the  wandering  family  parties  in  mid-summer. 

First  passage  birds  Ork  15  Aug  & Fair  Is  31  Aug.  Passage  was  fairly  low  key  but  sustained  & episodic  with 
moderate  numbers  in  late  Sep  and  arrivals  continuing  into  mid-Nov.  20  St.Abbs  Head  24  Aug;  90  Reres  Wood  F 
1 Sep;  1 50  St.Abbs  Head  5 Sep;  on  20-021  Sep  Fife  Ness  F was  ‘alive’,  110  St.Abbs  Head  & 30  Cara,  South 
Ronaldsay  Ork;  200  Fair  Is,  40+  Girdleness  NE  & 40  Kineff  NE  25  Sep;  max  32  North  Ronaldsay  Ork  on 
27  Sep;  100+  Mains  of  Usan  A&D  30  Sep;  200  Is  of  May  and25  Stancro,  Westray  Ork  1-3  Oct;  100  Fair  Is, 
99  St.Abbs,  30  Aberfeldy  P&K,  20  Kilrenny  F & 20  Denbum  Wood  F 8-10  Oct;  140  Fair  Is  12  Oct;  80  Fair  Is 
16  Oct;  30  St.Abbs,  30  Birks  of  Aberfeldy  P&K  & 30  Cloddach  M&N  3-8  Nov. 

The  passage  was  not  limited  to  the  E coast,  some  parties  being  noted  further  W with  27  Hunterston  Ayr  1 5 Sep; 

20  Mersehead  D&G  14  Oct  while  6 appeared  on  St.Kilda  OH  1 1 Sep- 16  Oct;  20  Ahmhor  Plantation  Barra  OH 

21  Oct. 


* Firecrest  Regulus  ignicapilla 
Spring:  Im  sang  Collieston  NE  24-27  Apr. 

Autumn:  1 St.Abbs  Head  B 24  Sep;  1 Backaskaill,  Papa  Westray  Ork  29  Sep-3  Oct;  1 Mains  of  Usan  A&D  on 
30  Sep-2  Oct;  1 Castlebay,  Barra  OH  21  Oct;  1 North  Locheynort,  South  Uist  OH  5 Nov. 

Winter:  If  trapped  Kennethbank  D&G  15  Dec. 

1 spring  & 6 in  autumn,  a typical  year.  2”“^  record  for  NE  Scotland,  9'^  for  Orkney,  10"’  & 11"'  record  for 
Outer  Hebrides,  11"'  for  Angus  & Dundee  but  32""  record  for  Borders. 


Spotted  Flycatcher  Muscicapa  striata 

Spring:  1 Kirkwall  Ork  3 Apr  was  an  extraordinarily  early  record,  possibly  the  earliest-ever  for  Scotland. 
Otherwise  the  first  1 Tweedbank  B 27  Apr  was  early  by  most  standards,  as  were  singles  at  Taynish  Arg  & 
Peterhead  NE  on  30  Apr.  Indeed  birds  were  mostly  early  this  year  with  firsts  D&G  1 May;  Clyde,  A&D,  Ork  & 
Is  of  May  3-6  May;  P&K,  M&N,  Ayr,  Loth,  Clyde  Is  & OHeb  7-9  May;  Fife,  Fair  Is,  Shet  & Forth  10-13  May. 
The  main  arrival  seems  to  have  been  around  13-16  May  in  Arg  & Bord.  As  usual  most  birds  were  direct  to 
territories  and  passage  migrants  were  few,  the  best  counts  being  5 Dowlaw  Dean  B & 4 Coldingham  Bay  B on 
6 May;  4 Is  of  May  13  May.  Later  influx  25-30  May  when  c.l2  southern  Shet,  10  Fair  Is  & 6 North  Ronaldsay 
Ork.  Late  birds  to  10-12  Jun. 

Breeding:  OHeb  3prs  reared  7 young  Stornoway  Woods,  Lewis  also  br2  at  Bayherivagh  on  Barra;  M&N  only 
1 breeding  noted;  A&D  4 broods  noted  Glen  Isla;  P&K  confirmed  breeding  at  4 sites;  Fife  only  9prs  reported 
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with  several  areas  used  in  ’99  being  vacant,  2br6  noted;  Forth  3prs  Lendrick  but  many  Glengyle  area;  Loth 
recorded  just  9 sites;  Bord  108mm  reported  from  71  sites  with  13mm  Duns  Castle  & 5mm  Hirsel,  6brl8  seen; 
Arg  noted  at  20  sites  with  8prs  Taynish  CBC  (mean  5),  confirmed  breeding  at  6 sites;  Clyde  45prs  at  30  sites 
with  5mm  Dolphinton;  Ayr  77prs  noted  at  44  sites  with  8mm  Doonholm,  5mm  Hunterston  cliffs  & Kildonan; 
D&G  4prs  Mersehead.  First  fledged  Bord  22  Jun;  Fife  5 Jul;  Forth  16  Jul;  A&D  20  Jul; 

Autumn:  Post-breeding  dispersal  from  mid-Jul  in  Fife  & Bord.  Last  on  habitat  to  4 Sep  in  Ayr  & 15  Sep  in  Bord. 
8 Ardtalnaig  P&K  26  Aug  & 5 Ethie  Mains  A&D  27  Aug  may  have  been  local  family  parties  rather  than 
passage  birds.  First  migrants  Fair  Is  14  Aug;  Shet  27  Aug;  Ork  & Bord  1 Sep,  Is  of  May  6 Sep  & NE  12  Sep. 
The  main  movement  was  20-30  Sep  with  small  numbers  daily  all  down  the  E coast  but  constant  turnover. 

The  best  counts  were:  16  Fife  Ness-Balcomie  F on  20  Sep;  13  NE  coast  21  Sep;  16  Fair  Is,  1 1 North  Ronaldsay, 
10  Sumburgh  Shet,  6 South  Ronaldsay  Ork  & 5 Bams  Ness  L 22  Sep;  c.ll  Berwickshire  coast  B,  7 Denbum- 
Fife  Ness  F,  5 Kergord  Shet  & 5 Is  of  May  25-26  Sep.  5 Foula  Shet  & 5 Whalsay  Shet  1-2  Oct. 

Passage  suddenly  ground  to  a halt  just  10  days  after  this  fall  with  last  records  from  Clyde,  Ayr,  Clyde  Is  & Arg 
4-15  Sep;  NE  25  Sep;  A&D,  OHeb,  Loth  & Is  of  May  29-30  Sep;  Bord  1 Oct;  Fair  Is,  Fife  & Ork  5-6  Oct  with 
the  latest  Mid  Walls  Shet  14  Oct. 


Red-breasted  Flycatcher  Ficedula  parva 
Autumn:  1 Copinsay  Ork  8 Aug  was  extremely 
early.  1 Mains  of  Usan  A&D  2 Sep;  1 St.Cyms 
NE  12  Sep;  1 Whalsay  Shet  18  Sep;  2 Balcomie 
Castle  F 19-22  Sep,  1 there  to  23  Sep;  1 Fife  Ness 
F 20  Sep;  singles  Graemeshall  Ork,  Skerries  Shet 
& Herston,  South  Ronaldsay  Ork  21  Sep;  singles 
Tomess  L,  Skateraw  L,  Gmtness  Shet  & Fair  Is 
22  Sep;  1 West  Yell  Shet  23  Sep;  1 Fair  Is  & Sullom 
Shet  25  Sep;  singles  Muckle  Roe  Shet,  Wester  Quarff  Shet,  Herston  & Collieston  NE  26  Sep;  1 Snishival, 
South  Uist  OH  27  Sep;  1 Burrafirth  Shet  28  Sep;l  Mains  of  Usan  30  Sep;  1 Langass,  North  Uist  OH  on  1 Oct; 
1 Halligarth  Shet  5 Oct;  1 Voxter  Shet  6 Oct;  1 North  Ronaldsay  Ork  9 Oct;  2 Fair  Is  12  Oct;  latest  singles 
Bayherivagh  & Brevig,  Barra  OH  & North  Ronaldsay  21  Oct.  Many  birds  stayed  for  a few  days,  some  for  up 
to  2 weeks,  only  the  arrival  dates  being  given  above. 

Only  31  in  autumn  and  none  in  spring,  a very  poor  year.  record  for  Angus  & Dundee. 
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Pied  Flycatcher  Ficedula  hypoleuca 

Spring:  First  Wood  of  Cree  D&G  18  Apr;  P&K  & Bord  22  Apr;  NE,  Ork,  Shet,  Fair  Is  & Fife  27-29  Apr;  Is  of 
May,  Arg  & Ayr  5-8  May.  Most  birds  were  seen  direct  on  territory  and  extremely  light  passage  with  just  1 5 birds 
Fair  Is,  7 Shet,  4 Ork,  2 in  NE,  Fife,  Is  of  May  & the  Bord  coast  and  none  in  M&N,  Loth,  OHeb  and  A&D. 
Most  birds  passed  through  during  the  last  week  of  Apr  and  first  week  of  May  although  stragglers  were  still 
moving  in  late  May.  Almost  all  were  single  with  a max  count  of  3 on  Fair  Is  (undated). 

Breeding:  M&N  singles  noted  2 sites  in  summer  but  no  proof;  NE  & A&D  no  records  received;  P&K  noted  at 
7 sites;  Forth  47%  down  at  Trossachs  colony  where  only  27prs  reared  70  young  (MBS  2.6),  the  poor  success 
being  down  to  woodpecker  predation,  also  llprs  Glen  Finglas  boxes  where  7prs  reared  31  young  (MBS  4.4); 
Bord  9mm  noted  6 sites  with  4mm  Whithaugh  Park;  Arg  record  12prs  Bonawe  boxes  but  predation  by  Pine 
Marten  meant  a loss  of  6 nests,  producing  6br25  (MBS  4.2);  Clyde  a record  25prs  at  the  Sallochy  boxes 
included  8 apparently  bigamous  mm;  Ayr  only  noted  4 sites  with  3 boxes  holding  19  eggs;  D&G  77prs  used  the 


Wood  of  Cree  boxes. 

Autumn:  Last  birds  on  habitat  by  22  Aug  in  Bord. 
Passage  from  Fair  Is  & Is  of  May  3-4  Aug  was 
relatively  early.  Influx  with  first  records  Ork,  Fife 
& Bord  26-27  Aug,  max  counts  16  Fair  Is,  12 
Noss  Shet,  5 Is  of  May,  4 Sumburgh  Shet,  4 
St.Abbs  Head  B,  3 Whalsay  Shet  & 3 Girdleness 
NE  26-27  Aug.  1 0 North  Ronaldsay  Ork,  4 Fetlar 


Nest-box  schemes 
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5.10 

4.44 

14 

62 

- 

4.43 

Shet  and  4 Skerries  Shet  on  1 Sep.  A further  influx  11-14  Sep  when  18  Fair  Is,  8 Is  of  May,  6 Collieston  NE 
& 5 Tarbat  Ness  H.  Another  influx  20-27  Sep  with  small  numbers  widespread  daily  on  east  coast,  peaking  with 
1 0 Windwick  Ork  22  Sep;  20  Kergord  Shet  24-29  Sep;  5 East  Lothian  coast  L,  5 Fife  Ness  F,  4 St.Abbs  Head, 


R.D.Murray  [Ed.] 
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3 Is  of  May  & 3 Pease  Bay  B 25-26  Sep.  A few  managed  to  get  to  the  W.coast  & W.Isles  with  singles  Tighnahoran 
Arg  & Tumberry  Golf  Course  Ayr  on  27  Sep. 

Last  records:  A&D,Loth,  Ayr,  Arg,  Fife  & Bord  26-30  Sep;  NE,  Ork,  Shet  & Is  of  May  1-9  Oct  with  the  latest 
on  Fair  Is  21  Oct  & Stornoway  Woods,  Lewis  OH  24  Oct. 

Bearded  Tit  Panurus  biamarcus 
This  species  was  present  in  3 areas. 

Tay  Reedbeds  P&K  - 100  different  ads  were  trapped  at  4 sites  within  the  reedbeds.  Recapture  modelling 
suggests  a local  population  of  c.l90  birds  at  these  4 sites. 

Loch  Spynie  M&N  - a min  of  2mm  & 2ff  were  noted  at  various  times  throughout  the  year  with  no  suggestion 
of  breeding.  This  is  the  3"‘*  season  birds  have  been  present  here  but  their  long-term  survival  seems  precarious. 
Loch  of  Strathbeg  NE  - birds  were  seen  and  heard  on  3 occasions  between  18  Jan- 13  Mar,  max  2 birds  seen. 
Not  noted  thereafter. 


Long-tailed  Tit  Aegithalos  caudatus 

Winter/Spring:  The  best  flocks:  25  Longhaugh  Point  Clyde,  20  Leithen  Water  B,  1 8 Cloddach  M&N,  1 5 Wind- 
ward F & 12  St.Cyrus  NE  in  Jan;  40  Keir  L.  F,  19  Hightae  L.  D&G,  15  Carronshore  Forth,  12  Peppermill  Dam 
F,  12  Valleyfield  woods  F,  12  Ancrum  B & 12  Lilliardsedge  B in  Feb.  With  a mean  size  of  22  in  the  5 largest 
flocks  (31  birds  in  top  5 flocks  in  1999).  1 seen  Kinauchdrachd,  Jura  Arg  where  rare. 

Breeding:  OHeb  pr  bred  in  tree  hole  Stornoway  Woods  before  evicted  by  Blue  Tit;  A&D  2 confirmed  records; 
P&K  smaller  than  usual  flocks  suggest  poor  season;  Fife  confirmed  9 sites,  and  BBS  representation  increased 
by  10%  and  better  number  in  St.Margaret’s  Marsh  CES\  Forth  just  1 confirmed  record;  Bord  noted  29  sites 
with  10br69  in  what  seemed  a good  season;  Arg  only  noted  2 sites;  Clyde  average  breeding  success  with  38prs 
at  25  sites  with  4prs  Baron’s  Haugh. 

First  young  seen  Bord  10  May;  Fife  21  May;  Forth  28  May;  Clyde  2 Jun. 

AutumnAVinter:  The  largest  parties  were:  42  Kinnordy  A&D  6 Jun;  40  Dunoon  Arg  19  Jun;  3 1 Tweedbank  B 
& 27  Galston  Ayr  1 8 Jul;  38  Balnacoul  M&N  10  Nov;  35  Roundyhill  A&D  18  Nov;  44  Baron’s  Haugh  Clyde 
19  Dec;  46  Castle  L.  D&G  30  Dec.  The  8 largest  flocks  had  a mean  of  38,  better  than  the  poor  3 1 (of  10)  in 
1999  but  no  up  to  the  42  of  1998  & 47  in  1997.  These  counts  however  were  eclipsed  by  a count  of  140  in  a 
2.5km  transect  of  hedgerows  near  Pitcox,  East  Lothian  L on  5 Nov. 

Elsewhere  the  largest  groups  were:  P&K  25,  Clyde  Is  20,  Forth  19,  NE  16,  Ork  7 & OHeb  2.  7 Diamonds  Ork 
22  Oct  was  unusual.  This  species  was  noted  coming  to  nut-feeders  at  6 sites  in  Fife,  a growing  trend. 


Marsh  Tit  Parus  palustris 

Bord  during  the  breeding  season  5 Duns  Castle  & 1 Paxton  House  in  Apr  while  3b  10  were  counted  at  Hirsel  on 
12  Jul,  also  1-3  birds  noted  from  7 sites  outwith  the  breeding  season,  all  in  well-known  areas;  D&G  1 Glenzierfoot, 
Canonbie  30  Nov. 


Willow  Tit  Parus  montanus 

Clyde  Winter-spring  reports  from  Greenhead,  Eastmuir  Plantation,  Coltness  Woods,  Millbum  Glen,  Jock’s 
Gill,  Auchter  Water,  Upper  Millbum,  Garrion  Gill  & Baron’s  Haugh  with  2prs+br9  Eastmuir  Plantation,  pr+br9 
Coltness  West,  2prs+br7  Coltness  Central,  pr+br  9 Millbum  Glen  (with  other  birds  present),  pr+br8  young  at 
Upper  Millbum,  pr+6  Garrion  Gill,  and  singing  m Twechar-Auchinstarry  in  July;  later  seen  Baron’s  Haugh 
Aug-  Dec;  Ayr  noted  Bogton  Moss  Feb,  Apr  & Dec,  max  2 on  7 Apr,  also  seen  Craigengillan  10  May;  D&G 
5prs  regular  Ken-Dee  Marshes,  confirmed  breeding  at  Rockcliffe  on  30  May,  also  regular  Kenmure,  L.Ken. 
Decline  in  breeding  numbers  Castle  L.,  Lochmaben.  Best  counts  4 Hightae  L.,  5 Castle  L.  & 1 Newfield,  Dairy 
on  30  Oct  with  2 Boat  Knowe,  Dairy  23  Nov. 


Crested  Tit  Parus  cristatus 

High  14prs  seen  in  5 areas  with  4br21  counted;  M&N  substantial  increase  in  Lossie  Forest  nestbox  population 
following  introduction  of  deep,  wood-shaving  filled  boxes  in  1997,  going  from  0-6  in  1990-97  to  8 in  ’99  and 
12  in  ’00.  MCS  there  was  5.7,  fledging  MBS  of  5.3.  Lesser  success  in  Culbin  Forest  where  1 Iprs  have  MCS  of 
4.2  but  MBS  of  1.3,  predation  and  desertion  continuing  to  cause  problems.  1 Conicavel  21  Oct  where  scarce. 
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Coal  Tit  Parus  ater 

Winter/Spring:  Largest  counts  were  30-50  Montreathmont  Forest  A&D  in  winter,  30+  Moor  L.  F & 17  Craigurd 
House  B in  Jan;  30+  Keir  L.  F in  Feb.  2 Kirkwall  Ork  13  Jan  & 3 Feb  were  Orkney  rarities. 

Breeding:  OHeb  1 Laxdale,  Lewis  in  May,  4prs  feeding  young  Stornoway  Woods,  Lewis  in  Jun/Jul,  juv  noted 
Achmore  in  Jul,  but  no  records  from  Uists;  M&N  only  2 occupied  boxes  Culbin  Forest  with  MCS  8.0  but  failed 
due  to  predation;  A&D  4prs  Kinnordy  fledged  6 young  was  a marked  increase;  Fife  41prs  was  a 33%  increase 
in  local  BBS  plots  with  8prs  Valleyfield  Woods  (7);  Forth  55%  increase  in  local  BBS  returns,  reversing  6 years 
of  decline;  Loth  7prs  Roslin  Glen  (8);  Bord  1 1mm  Ladyurd  (9),  7mm  Whithaugh  Park  (7),  6mm  Castlecraig  (3); 
Arg  5prs  Taynish  CBC  was  lowest  on  record  (mean  9);  Clyde  53prs  at  24  sites  with  5prs  Glenfield,  Paisley. 
AutumnAVinter:  Post-breeding  flocks  of  60  Reres  Wood  F 3 Jul.  Other  large  parties  with  12  Dunoon  Arg  in 
Aug;  16  Balmerino  Wood  F & 10  Glen  More,  Mull  Arg  in  Sep;  20  Devilla  Forest  F in  Oct.  Possible  migrants 
seen  Collieston  NE,  Balmedie  NE  & St.Abbs  B in  Sep/Oct. 

30  Almondell  L,  25+  Devilla  & 18  L.Ore  Meadows  F in  Dec. 


Blue  Tit  Parus  caeruleus 

Winter/Spring:  43  Tweedbank  B,  3 1 Langlee  Woods  B,  13  Leslie  F,  13  Windward  F & 12  Girdleness  NE  in  Jan; 
12ClunyHill  M&N  in  Feb. 

Breeding:  M&N  no  nests  Culbin  Forest  boxes  (6  in  ’99);  NE  no  young  reared  Aboyne  from  5 boxes,  but  L‘  & 
2"“*  broods  successful  at  Ludquham;  A&D  decline  Kinnordy  boxes  froml5prs  to  5prs  which  reared  10  young; 
P&K  16prs  Vane  Farm  (7);  Fife  5%  decline  to  96prs  at  19  BBS  sites,  but  27%  increase  Valleyfield  Woods  CBC 
from  15prs  to  19prs,  productivity  at  Braefoot  boxes  was  the  lowest  since  the  scheme  started  in  ’95,  numbers  of 
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8.0 

Invereme  M&N 

4 

8.5 

7.7 

8.3 

Braefoot  F 

18 

7.9 

6.8 

6.0 

Glen  Finglas  Forth 

10 

- 

5.5 

5.9 

Bonawe  Arg 

8 

- 

- 

8.0 

Inversnaid  Clyde 

10 

- 

- 

4.8 

ads  and  juvs  handled  at  St.Margaret’s  Marsh  CES\  Forth 
27%  decline  in  BBS  plots  and  5prs  Trossachs  nestbox  scheme 
where  15  in  ’99;  Loth  34prs  Roslin  Glen  (32)  & 5prs 
Aberlady;  Bord  17mm  Jenny’s  Brae,  10mm  Whithaugh 
Park  (12),  8mm  St.Ronan’s  Wood;  Arg  23prs  Taynish  CBC 
(mean  20),  only  8 boxes  occupied  Bonawe  where  33  occu- 
pied in  ’99;  Clyde  71prs  at  17  sites  with  26prs  Woodilee, 
lOprs  Inversnaid  & 9prs  Baron’s  Haugh;  D&G  4prs 


Mersehead.  First  fledged  Clyde  Is  3 Jun;  Bord  11  Jun;  NE  13  Jun. 

Autumn/Winter:  36  Tweedbank  in  Jul;  30  Garvald  Quarry  Clyde  in  Sep;  44  Dunblane  Forth  in  Oct;  50  James- 
town Clyde  27  Nov.  1 Uibeg,  Lewis  OH  2 Oct  was  well  away  from  Stornoway  Woods. 


Great  Tit  Parus  major 

Winter/Spring:  19  Tweedbank  B & 10  Windward  F in  Jan;  8 Newport  F in  May. 

Breeding:  M&N  only  7 of  12  prs  successful  L.Spynie,  failures  attributed  to  predation  and  wet  weather;  Fife 

local  recovery  in  BBS  numbers  to  c.60prs,  St.Margaret’s 
Marsh  CES  showed  increase  in  ads  and  juvs  handled,  pro- 
ductivity at  Braefoot  was  the  poorest-ever  since  ’95;  Forth 
19prs  Trossachs  nestboxes  where  29  in  ’99;  Loth  17prs 
Roslin  Glen  (13);  Bord  4mm  Whithaugh  Park  (10);  Arg 
12prs  Taynish  CBC  (16  in  ’99,  mean  10);  Clyde  91  prs  at 
23  sites  with  16  Woodilee  & 11  Glen  Luss;  D&G  3prs 
Mersehead. 

First  fledged  Clyde  12  May,  Clyde  Is  3 Jun,  NE  11  Jun  & 
Bord  17  Jun. 

Autumn/Winter:  12  Calderwood  L in  Oct;  10  Montreathmont  A&D  in  Dec. 

Isles:  1 reached  Voe  Shet  8-9  Apr;  1 Balivanich,  Benbecula  OH  17-21  Apr  was  Apr  only  the  3'^‘‘  record  away 
from  Lewis;  1 Feold  Ork  4-5  Oct;  1 Gluss,  Northmavine  Shet  23  Nov-2001 


nest  box 

MBS 

MBS 

schemes  prs 

MCS 

1999 

2000 

Lossie  Forest  M&N 

22 

6.7 

4.2 

?? 

L.Spynie  M&N 

12 

5.8 

6.0 

2.6 

Culbin  Forest  M&N 

4 

6.3 

0.8 

4.3 

Invereme  M&N 

2 

5.0 

4.0 

3.0 

Invermark  A&D 

17 

- 

2.9 

4.3 

Kinnordy  A&D 

4 

- 

- 

2.0 

Braefoot  F 

18 

6.9 

5.3 

4.7 

Glen  Finglas  Forth 

8 

- 

5.5 

4.4 

Bonawe  Arg 

7 

- 

- 

6.8 

Wood  Nuthatch  (Nuthatch)  Sitta  europaea 

Bord  55  territories  at  34  sites  were  found  in  2000  (35prs  at  23  sites  in  ’99),  new  sites  include  Bemersyde  House 
( 1 ),  Gledwood  (4)  & Old  Melrose  (3)  on  the  Tweed;  Sunlaws  (1)  on  the  Teviot;  Polwarth  (1),  Todheugh  (1)  & 
Kimmerghame  (2)  on-the  Whiteadder;  Stow  (1)  on  the  Gala  Water  & Camptown  (1)  on  the  Jed  Water.  The  best 
counts  were  13  Hirsel  & 6 Harestanes  in  May,  8 Whithaugh  Park  in  Jun,  5 Dawyck  Gardens  in  Sep  & 3 
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Abbotsford  in  Nov.  The  Borders  population  was  estimated  as  approaching  70-80prs  in  2000. 

Ayr  1 Drumbuie  House,  Barmill  8 Apr  & 1 Ryefield  House,  Dairy  11-12  Apr  were  & 4"’  records  for  Ayrshire; 
D&G  records  from  13  sites  throughout  the  year  suggest  species  is  now  well  established  in  pockets  across  the 
area:  singles  Gatehouse  & Ramsay  Wood  near  Gatehouse  in  Feb,  2 Skippers  Bridge,  Langholm,  1 Rockcliffe  & 
1 Cardoness  in  Apr,  1 Harelawslack  in  May,  1 Glenzier  Bum,  Canonbie  in  Jun,  1 Garroch  Glen,  New  Galloway 
in  Jul,  1 Boreland,  Lockerbie,  1 Caimsmore  House,  Palnure  & 1 Langholm  in  Aug,  1 Dmmlanrig  Castle  in  Sep 
& 1 Caerlaverock  in  Dec. 


Treecreeper  Certhia  familiaris 

Winter/Spring:  Best  counts  include  5 Inchgarth  NE,  5 Biraie/Gaddon  L.  F,  5 Wallacebank  Wood  Forth  & 4 
Devilla  Forest  F in  Jan;  4 Balbimie  F in  Feb;  5 Dinnet  NE  in  Apr. 

Breeding:  OHeb  Ipr  seen  feeding  young  Stornoway  Woods,  Lewis;  M&N  1 Iprs  occupied  nest  boxes  in  Culbin 
Forest  with  MCS  of  4.2  and  MBS  4.2  where  the  excellent  occupancy  rate  was  spoiled  by  predation  resulting  in 
just  3 successful  boxes  (MBP  1.3);  NE  bred  Glen  Tanar;  A«&D  7prs  Kinnordy  raised  min  14  young;  P&K  Stoat 
took  sitting  adult  off  nest  at  L.of  the  Lowes  visitor  centre;  Fife  4prs  noted  on  BBS  plots,  compared  with  none  in 
’99,  3prs  Windward  and  successful  prs  (3br9)  noted  Elie  Estate,  Moor  L.  & Valleyfield  Woods  with  records 
from  5 other  sites;  Loth  seen  1 1 sites  with  6prs  Roslin  Glen;  Bord  numbers  boosted  during  Nuthatch  survey 
work  with  84mm  noted  at  41  sites  with  9mm  Hirsel,  7mm  Neidpath,  6mm  Whithaugh  Park,  5mm  Gledswood, 
breeding  confirmed  at  4 sites;  Arg  6prs  Taynish  CBC  (mean  4);  Clyde  22prs  at  16  sites  with  3prs  Linn  Park; 
D&G  Ipr  Mersehead. 

AutumnAVinter:  11  Reres  Wood  F 3 Jul;  11  Balloch  Castle  Clyde  16  Oct;  4 Floors  Castle  B in  Dec. 
Continental  Treecreeper  C.f familiaris 

1 of  the  northern  continental  race  seen  Balcomie  Castle  F 7 Nov;  also  1 probable  seen  Saltness,  Whalsay  Shet 
26  Sep. 


Golden  Oriole  Oriolus  oriolus 

Spring:  1 North  Ronaldsay  Ork  18- 19  May;  1 imm  m Kergord  Shet  18-26  May;  1 Fair  Is  2 1-25  May;  1 St. Abbs 
Head  B 22  May;  1 Carpaquoy,  Eday  Ork  26  May;  1 f Eshaness  Shet  27  May;  Im  Halroldswick  Shet  28  May. 
Remarkably  short  duration  of  occurrence  with  just  10  days  spanning  all  7 records. 


* Brown  Shrike  Lanius  cristatus 
Autumn:  L'-w  Fair  Is  21  Oct. 

First  for  Fair  Isle,  second  record  for  Britain.  First  record  was  1 Sumburgh  in  1985. 

See  Shaw  in  Birding  Scotland  4(1):  33-35  & Maggs  & Shaw  in  Binding  World  13:  420-422  for  accounts  of  this  bird. 
Photos  seeBritish  Birds  94:  495  & Fair  Isle  Bird  Observatory  Report  2000:  64-65. 


Red-backed  Shrike  Lanius  collurio 

Spring:  First  1 Baltasound  Shet  2 May  was  the  earliest-ever  on  Shet.  Influx  27  May-7  Jun  when  5 Fair  Is  and 
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16-31 
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16-30 
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Shet 
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5 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

2 

6 

3 

- 

26 

Fair  Is 

- 

7 

5 

5 

1 

- 

- 

1 

5 

3 

1 

- 

28 

Ork 

- 

5 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

3 

2 

- 

12 

OHeb 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

N Scot 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

NE  Scot 

- 

5 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

7 

E/C  Scot 

- 

- 

4 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

3 

1 

- 

9 

SE  Scot 

- 

- 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

3 

WScot 

1 

- 

1 

SW  Scot 

- 

1 

- 

1 

2000 

1 

25 

18 

6 

1 

1 

0 

3 

9 

17 

8 

0 

87 

1999 

2 

28 

4 

0 

0 

0 

2 

8 

1 

8 

0 

2 

55 

1998 

30 

53 

13 

6 

1 

1 

0 

1 

22 

14 

13 

1 

155 

2 North  Ronaldsay  Ork  27  May,  2 Quendale  Shet  & singles  Spiggie  Shet,  North  Ronaldsay  Ork.  Rattray  NE, 
Cove  NE  & Dmms  NE  28  May;  singles  Baltasound,  Fetlar  Shet,  West  Yell  Shet,  Daystar  Ork,  St.Cyms  NE 
& L.of  Strathbeg  NE  29  May;  1 Sumburgh  Shet  & 1 Mersehead  D&G  30  May;  1 Skaw,  Unst  Shet  & 1 Start 
Point,  Sanday  Ork  2 Jun;  singles  Fetlar  & Foula  Shet  3 Jun;  4 Is  of  May  4 Jun;  1 Norwick  Shet  and  1 Cove 
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5 Jun,  1 Dowlaw  B 6 Jun;  1 Coldingham  Bay  B 7 Jun.  1 Noss  Shet  9-12  Jun.  1 Is  of  May  20  Jun.  16-20  Fair 
Is  27  May-3  Jul. 

Breeding:  1 L.Loyal  H 16  Jul  is  an  odd  date  and  suggests  a summering  bird. 

Autumn:  1 Fair  Is  27  Aug  with  3 there  1 Sep;  1 Whalsay  Shet  28  Sep;  1 Fetlar  30  Aug;  1 Noness  Shet  & 
Scamess  Shet  1 Sep;  1 North  Ronaldsay  2 Sep;  1 Langass,  North  Uist  OH  3-11  Sep;  influxShet  15-30  Sep  with 
3 Whalsay  & singles  Skerries,  Fetlar,  Boddam,  Quendale,  Sandwich,  Kergord  & Skaw.  1 Balvicar,  Seil  Arg  on 
16  Sep;  1 Fife  Ness  F 20-27  Sep;  1 Deemess  Ork  21  Sep;  1 Skateraw  L 21-22  Sep;  singles  North  Ronaldsay 
22  & 25-30  Sep;  1 Rattray  25-27  Sep;  1 Elliot  A&D  27  Sep;  1 Kilminning  F 30  Sep;  1 North  Ronaldsay  1-2  Oct 

6 5 Oct.  10  Fair  Is  27  Aug-6  Oct.  1 Hoswick  Shet  1 Oct;  Foula  2 Oct  & Skaw,  Unst  4-6  Oct.  1 Fife  Ness  6 Oct. 

See  Birding  Scotland  3(4):  cover  for  photo  of  one  of  the  Shetland  birds  & Fife  Bird  Report  2000:  1 14-115  for  Fife  Ness  bird. 


* Lesser  Grey  Shrike  Lanius  minor 

1 Catfirth  Shet  12  Sep;  P'-W  Hillwell  Shet  23  Sep-9  Oct.  Photo  of  Hillwell  bird  in  Birding  Scotland  4(10):  cover. 


Great  Grey  Shrike 

Winter/Spring:  1 Drumbrock  Muir  Clyde  8-11  Jan;  1 Brockie  Law  B 23  Jan;  1 Craigmawhannal  Ayr  on  27  Jan; 
1 Glen  Cochill  P«&K  27  Feb;  1 Tarfside  A&D  10-14  Mar._l  Norwich  Shet  26  Mar;  1 Fair  Is  19-20  Apr. 
Autumn:  1 Foula  Shet  25  Sep;  1 Haroldswick  Shet  29  Sep;  1 Sullom  Shet  29-30  Sep;  1 South  Rendall,  Papa 
Westray  Ork  2 Oct;  1 Fair  Is  5 Oct;  1 Scarffbanks  M&N  11-12  Oct;  1 Senness,  North  Ronaldsay  Ork  12  Oct; 
1 Fair  Is  22-24  Oct;  1 Norwich  Shet  25  Oct. 

Winter:  1 L.Freuchie  P&K  early  Nov;  1 Clachnaben  NE  10  Nov;  1 Quoys  Glen,  Hoy  Ork  8 Dec. 


* Southern  Grey  Shrike  Lanius  meridionalis 

Autumn:  P‘-w  pallidirostris  Windwick,  South  Ronaldsay  Ork  22  Sep. 

Third  record  for  Orkney,  6‘^  for  Scotland  & 16"’  record  for  Britain. 


Eurasian  Jay  (Jay)  Garrulus  glandarius 

High  noted  2 sites  in  breeding  season  with  birds  at  3 other  sites  at  other  times;  M&N  noted  from  9 sites  in  the 
breeding  season  & 4 other  site  in  winter;  NE  3-4prs  Park;  A&D  over  50  records  although  no  confirmed 
breeding;  P&K  2 records  Vane  Farm,  where  rare;  Fife  seen  10  sites  in  breeding  season  with  confirmed  breed- 
ing Valleyfield  Wood,  also  at  27  sites  outwith  Apr-Jul  suggests  extension  of  range  into  East  Neuk;  Forth  wide- 
spread Stirling  but  hint  of  a decline  from  small  sample  in  BBS  plots;  Loth  seen  29  sites  but  no  proof  of  breeding; 
Bord  increase  continues,  reports  from  13  sites  within  breeding  season  & 24  sites  outwith  season;  Arg  1 1 sites 
in  summer,  10  sites  in  winter  with  influx  into  8 sites  in  mid- Argyll  mid-Oct  to  late  Nov;  Clyde  Is  noted  1 site 
Arran;  Clyde  16prs  at  14  sites  Mar- Jul  with  records  from  24  sites  outwith  the  breeding  season;  Ayr  6 sites  in 
breeding  season,  4 sites  in  winter. 

Largest  parties  noted  include:  5 Park  NE  6 Apr;  6 Dunoon  Arg  25  Aug;  10  Aberfeldy  P&K  3 Nov  were 
mobbing  a Tawny  Owl. 


Black-billed  Magpie  (Magpie)  Pica  pica 

M&N  now  reported  from  46  sites  with  increase  in  records  from  both  coastal  and  up-country  areas;  A&D 
doubling  in  records  since  ’99  mostly  from  core  area  at  Forfar  L.,  Memus,  Glen  Isla,  Glen  Ogil,  Glen  Moy  & Glen 
Lethnot  but  none  from  Balintore  & Glen  Clova;  P&K  increasing  around  Kinross  & Perth,  noted  6 other  areas; 
Fife  now  present  in  29%  of  BBS  plots  (14%  in  ’99),  5prs  Longannet  with  prs  noted  at  8 other  sites,  widespread 
in  W and  expansion  continues  in  E & N Fife;  Forth  still  scarce  in  N&W;  Bord  noted  15  sites  on  Berwickshire 
coast,  26  sites  on  the  fringes  of  the  northern  hills  where  population  expanding  from  Lothians,  21  in  the  Cheviot 
Hills  & 6 sites  in  the  Tweedsmuir  Hills;  Arg  noted  6 areas  including  1 L.Beg  & Tomess  on  Mull,  the  first  since 
1 992;  Clyde  Is  1 Sannox,  Arran  Jan-Apr  was  only  island  record,  noted  2 sites  Bute;  Clyde  65prs  at  26  sites 
with  1 8prs  at  6 sites  in  East  Kilbride,  12prs  Baron’s  Haugh  & 9prs  Woodilee;  Ayr  southwards  spread  continues, 
noted  1 6 sites;  D&G  noted  1 7 sites. 

Assemblies  elsewhere:  25  Musselburgh  L & 1 3 Stirling  Forth  in  Jan;  1 1 5 Lawsuit  Hill  B in  Feb;  32  Crookfur 
garden  Clyde,  23  Possil  Marsh  Clyde  & 4 Cambus  Pools  Forth  in  Mar;  18  Fallin  Forth,  12  Cotfield  M&N  & 
10  Broom  Estate  F in  Oct;  20  Bogbum  L in  Nov;  174  roost  Bishopbriggs  Golf  Course  Clyde  & 81  Airthrey 
Forth  in  Dec.  Max  counts  elsewhere:  D&G  8,  NE  6 & Arg  5. 
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Red-billed  Chough  (Chough)  Pyrrhocorax  pyrrhocorax 

Breeding:  Arg  Colonsay  1 1 definite  & 1 possible  sites  where  3 failed  at  egg  stage  and  8prs  were  seen  feeding 
young,  2br6+  were  noted,  max  38  Oronsay  in  Dec;  Islay  no  breeding  count  undertaken  but  largest  numbers 
Kilchoman/Rockside  with  48  in  Jan,  65  in  Jul,  also  20  Lossit  in  Mar,  20  Knockearoch  in  Jul,  32  Smaull  in  Sep 
& 36  Ardnave  in  Oct;  Mull  pr  unsuccessful;  Jura  no  data;  Clyde  Is  2 Arran  7 Feb;  D&G  1 pr  at  usual  Wigtownshire 
site  where  they  failed  yet  again. 

Stragglers:  1 Marwick  Head  Ork  10  Jun;  1 Isle  of  Whithorn  D&G  13  Jun.  The  fi  fth  Orkney  record,  the  first 
since  1965  but  recent  compared  with  the  first  for  Arran  record  since  1863. 


Eurasian  Jackdaw  (Jackdaw)  Corvus  monedula 

Breeding:  Ork  colonies  noted  14  sites  with  c.229  birds  with  40  birds  Costa  Head  & 30  Marwick  Head  the  best 
sites;  OHeb  no  change  Stornoway  but  only  2 records  submitted,  1 Balemore,  N.Uist  was  the  only  other  record; 
M&N  only  noted  at  3 sites  with  23prs  Clochan;  NE  breeding  confirmed  4 sites;  A&D  breeding  confirmed  only 
at  2 sites;  Fife  15prs  Bandrum,  15prs  Kincardine,  4prs  Oakley,  4prs  Baldridgebum;  Bord  8prs  Jenny’s  Brae; 
Clyde  69prs  at  14  sites  with  20prs  High  Craig,  15prs  Coat’s  Church,  Paisley  & lOprs  Elderslie. 

First  fledged  Bord  12  Jun;  Clyde  29  Jun. 

N.Isles:  1-3  noted  Shet  at  2 sites  May- Jun  & 3 sites  Sep-Nov;  Fair  Is  1 singles  Apr-May  & Nov. 

Roosts:  c.  1,500  Castle  L.  D&G,  1,000  Hogganfield  L.  Clyde  & 1,000  Bemersyde  B in  Feb;  1,500  Bawsinch  L 
in  Mar;  350  Bridge  of  Allan  Forth  in  Jun;  170  Dunbamie  Links  F in  Jul;  500  Stagehall  B in  Aug;  1 80  Roundyhill 
A&D  in  Sep;  800  Langlee  B in  Oct;  800  Ven  Law  B & 480  Airthrey  Forth  in  Dec. 

Best  counts  elsewhere:  400  Sheardale  Forth  & 80  Costa  Ork  in  Jan;  190  Shiskine,  Arran  Clyde  Is  in  Mar;  220 
Burnside  of  Enzie  M&N  in  Jul;  350  Kinnordy  A&D  in  Aug;  450  St. Abbs  Head  B & 200  L.Gruinart,  Islay  Arg 
in  Sep;  750  Neriby,  Islay  Arg  & 120  Dunnotar  NE  in  Oct;  1,000  Millichen  Flood  Clyde  & 1 10  Cameron  Res. 
F in  Nov;  850  Balloch  Castle  Clyde  in  Dec. 


Rook  Corvus  frugilegus 

Breeding:  Shet  bred  as  usual  Kergord  but  new  colony  establsihed  Scalloway  where  7prs  present  & 3 nests  built; 
Ork  4 colonies  noted;  OHeb  84  nests  Stornoway  Woods  (85);  M&N  only  1 colony  counted;  A&D  300  nests 
Carnoustie  was  the  only  count;  Fife  2,502  nests  counted  at  36  colonies  (mean  71  nests)  with  3 14  nests  Bimie  L. 
the  largest,  8 paired  sites  show  a 16%  increase  since  ’99;  Forth  50%  decline  in  BBS  figures,  373  nest  counted 
at  6 sites;  Bord  616  nest  counted  at  13  sites;  Arg  347  nests  at  8 colonies  on  Islay  (326  in  ’99  & 353  in  ’98),  also 
33  nests  Iona;  Clyde  1,813  nests  counted  at  60  rookeries,  max  117  Baldemock  House;  Ayr  83  nests  at  2 sites; 
D&G  4 colonies  noted  with  92prs  Mersehead  (155  in  ’99). 

First  hatched  Fife  7 Apr,  first  fledged  Bord  13  May. 

Best  flocks/roosts:  2,000 

Cameron  Res.  Fife,  800  Balloch 
Clyde  & 800  Evie  Ork  in  Jan; 

1,200  Glamis  A&D,  1,100 
Lumley  Den  A&D  in  Jun;  1 ,060 
Jamestown  Clyde  in  July;  420 
Rendall  Ork  in  Sep;  750  Neriby 
Arg  & 505  L.of  Strathbeg  NE  in'- 
Oct;  2,200  Cameron  Res.,  1,030 
Kingholm  Quay  D&G  & 1,000 
Throsk  Forth  in  Nov;  4,000 
Crosshill  Ayr,  2,000  L.Gelly  F, 

1,100  Balloch  Castle  & 700 
Manor  B in  Dec. 


Rook 
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Carrion  Crow  Corvus  corone 

Breeding:  M&N  max  91  Lossie  Est,  in  Jan  well  outnumbers  9 hybrid  & 1 Hoodie,  max  1 1 Findhom  Bay  in  Aug 
with  20  hybrids;  NE  many  hybrids  seen  Sandford  Bay,  Longside,  Girdleness,  Oyne,  Strathbeg  & Ythan;  Is  of 
May  br3  reared:  Fife  13prs  within  2mls  of  central  Kirkcaldy,  12prs  Longannet,  7prs  Valleyfield  Woods  also 
1 6prs  at  1 3 other  sites,  including  hybrid  pair  Ceres;  Loth  7prs  Roslin  Glen  & 7prs  Aberlady;  Bord  9prs  St.  Abbs 
Head  (12)  & 5prs  Whithaugh  Park;  Clyde  60  nests  at  41  sites  with  6prs  Queens  Park,  Glasgow  & 4prs  hybrids 
Glen  Fruin.  First  fledged  Bord  1 Jun,  Clyde  17  Jun. 

Max  roost/flocks:  260  Hartfield  Clyde  &140+  Guardbridge  F in  Jan;  450  Hogganfield  L.  Clyde,  250  Yetholm 
L.  B & 200  Greenoakhill  Clyde  in  Feb;  70  West  Kilbride  Ayr  in  Apr;  62  St.Cyrus  NE  in  Jul;  1 80  Balloch  A&D 
& 140  Glen  Fruin  Clyde  in  Aug;  180  Barry  Buddon  A&D  & 100  Campbridge  L in  Oct;  300  Monikie  A&D  in 
Oct;  55  Mersehead  D&G  in  Dec. 

Out  of  range  Carrions:  - Shet  3 sites  Jan/Feb  with  clear  May  influx  of  8 records  of  c.22  birds,  4 Sep-Dec  records; 
Fair  Is  1 wintered  then  light  passage  May  peaking  at  90  on  8 May,  with  4-6  birds  resident  into  late  year;  Ork  9 
Jan- Apr  records  with  May  influx  at  5 sites  with  35  North  Ronaldsay  8 May,  noted  8 sites  Jul-Dec,  max  18 
Lochside  in  Aug;  OHeb  singles  noted  Mar  & Oct;  Arg  2 records  Islay  (Mar/ Apr)  & Colonsay  (Apr/Jun). 


Hooded  Crow  Corvus  cornix 

Breeding:  Fair  Is  2prs  bred;  Ork  1 1+prs  Birsay  Moors  & 2prs  Copinsay;  OHeb  ground  nesting  noted  Bemeray 
& Barra,  also  Ipr  North  Rona  M&N  noted  12  sites  but  despite  hybrids  no  confirmed  breeding;  Forth  6 sites  in 
L.Katrine-Glen  Lochay  area,  1 hybrid  Lecropt;  Arg  3prs  Taynish  CBC  (mean  2),  4prs  Colonsay  (5)  & pr+br4 
Sanda  Is..  First  fledged  Ork  12  Jun. 

Largest  roosts/flocks:  60  Baltasound  roost  Shet  & 25  Glen  Lyon  P&K  in  Jan;  200  roosts  Durkadale  Ork  in 
Mar;  40  L.Yeo,  North  Uist  OH  in  Nov;  36  Bienn  Gott,  Tiree  Arg  in  Dec. 

Out  of  range  Hooded:  OHeb  15  Hirta,  St,Kilda  in  Apr  with  8 there  May-Oct;  NE  noted  6 sites,  more  than  usual; 
A&D  1 Forter  in  Jan;  Fife  1 bred  Ceres;  Loth  singles  Aberlady  Jun  & Aug  & Edinburgh  in  Nov  and  hybrids 
seen  2 sites  in  Edinburgh;  Bord  2 coastal  singles  in  Apr  with  hybrids  noted  in  4 areas  where  normal,  one  paired 
to  Carrion;  Clyde  noted  at  1 8 sites;  Ayr  4 sites,  mostly  spring  with  5 sites  with  hybrids;  D&G  4 Jan-May 
mostly  coastal  records  but  just  2 hybrids  on  Stranraer  peninsula. 


Common  Raven  (Raven)  Corvus  corax 

Breeding:  Shet  12prs  Fetlar,  Noss  brood  soon  had  2 dead  through  Fulmar-oiling;  Fair  Is  3pr  bred,  just  1 
successful;  Ork  61+prs  bred;  OHeb  4prs  Lewis,  1 Ipr  North  Uist,  2prs  Benbecula,  15prs  South  Uist,  5 Barra  & 
single  prs  on  Sandray,  Mingulay  & Boreray,  llbr26  noted,  MBS  2.3;  M&N  only  1 record:  NE  77  records, 
mainly  in  Glen  Clunie,  Glen  Shee,  Braemar,  Ladder  Hills  & The  Lecht,  no  confirmed  breeding;  A&D  20  records, 

mostly  from  glens  but  no  confirmed  records;  P&K 
MBS  becoming  increasingly  regular  Vane  Farm,  max  5 
3 0 seen  in  May  & Sep;  Fife  increase  in  records  in  Cleish 

1 A 

Hills  suggests  that  up  to  12  birds  may  be  present,  5 

2 9 Benarty  Hill  in  May  which  hints  that  breeding  oc- 

2.4  curred;  Loth  single  pairs  bred  in  Pentlands  and 

2.9  Moorfoots;  Bord  c.6prs  along  Berwickshire  coast, 
^■0  also  25  sites  through  year  in  Tweedsmuir  Hills,  2 1 in 
^ Q the  Moorfoots,  1 in  Pentlands,  3 in  Moorfoots  & 12 

3 3 in  Cheviots  but  few  confirmed  breedings;  Arg  63 

3.5  occupied  territories  fledged  149  young;  8prs  Tiree 
3-3  fledged  young,  pr+br4  Sanda  Is.,  pr+br3  Lunga, 

pr+br3  Kirkmichael  Glen  & 6 other  nests  reared  14 
young;  Clyde  Is  1 1 prs  Bute,  2prs  Cumbraes  & Ipr  Arran;  Clyde  8prs  noted  with  4prs  rearing  13  young;  Ayr  2 new 
sites  found;  D&G  prs  Monreith,  Port  Logan  & Moorbrook  reared  3brl3  (MBS  4.3).  First  fledged  Shet  28  May. 
Max  counts:  40  Barra  OH  & 40  Bambrock  Clyde  in  Apr;  70  Lerwick  dump  Shet  & 23S  Thomlybank  Forest 
Clyde  during  May;  28  Glen  Clova  A&D  and  1 1 Cappercleugh  B in  Jun;  44  Thomly  Bank  Clyde  in  Jul;  52 
Bienn  Gott,  Islay  Arg,  50+  Dunfion,  Arran  Clyde  Is  & 12  Glen  Casaig  Forth  in  Aug;  80  Caimsmore  of 

Fleet  D&G,  43  Hillwell  Shet,  39  Burrafirth  Shet  & 35  Bute  Clyde  Is  during  Sep;  146  St.Ola  roost  in  Oct;  90 

Bridgend  roost,  Islay  Arg,  50  Ben  Langass,  North  Uist  OH,  28  North  Ronaldsay  Ork  & 13  Glen  Isla  A&D  in 
Dec.  29  passage  birds  Fair  Is  1 1 Apr. 


Occupied 

Sites 

Successful 

Young 

nests 

failed 

nests 

fledged 

Hermaness  Shet 

4 

? 

4 

12 

Noss  Shet 

4 

3 

1 

3 

Fair  Is 

3 

2 

1 

5 

Mainland  Ork 

47 

17 

30 

88 

Elsewhere  Ork 

C.14 

? 

7 

17 

P&K 

29 

8 

21 

>61 

Forth 

14 

2 

12 

>21 

Colonsay  Arg 

8 

2 

6 

18 

Cowal  Arg 

35 

- 

18 

54 

Mull  Arg 

16 

16 

53 

Bute  Clyde  Is 

11 

- 

8 

28 

Clyde  area 

8 

- 

4 

13 

Ayr 

8+ 

- 

8 

27 
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Common  Starling  (Starling)  Sturnus  vulgaris 

Winter/Spring:  3,500  Campbeltown  roost  Arg,  2,000  Comceres  F,  2,000  Kirkwall  Ork,  1,500  Craigluscar  F, 
1,500  Green  MerseD&G,  1,000  Finstown  Ork  & 1 ,000  Pittrathie  F in  Jan;  1 3,000  Peterhead  NE,  2,000  Fenwick 
Ayr,  1 ,500  Middelton  Moor  L,  1 ,500  Cameron  F & 1 ,000  Marwick  Head  Ork  in  Feb;  9,000  Caerlaverock  D&G 
& 1,000+  Bemeray  OH  in  Mar;  1,000  Hill  of  Bamaigh  Clyde  in  Apr.  Flocks  of  >500:  Fife  7,  Ork  4,  D&G  & 
Bord  2 and  single  counts  NE,  M&N,  Arg,  Forth,  Ayr,  Fair  Is  & Shet. 

2,848  counted  in  16  Winter  Farmland  plots  in  Fife  Jan-Feb. 

Breeding:  Shet  60prs  Noss;  OHeb  73  nests  in  4 x lkm2  squares  Carinish,  bred  North  Rona  and  many  young 
St.Kilda;  M&N  6 boxes  Clochan  were  all  successful  with  MCS  5.0  & MBS  4.3;  Is  of  May  probably  did  not 
breed  for  first  time  since  19*  century:  Fife  only  8prs  noted  at  4 sites;  Loth  15prs  Roslin  Glen  (7);  Bord  64  nests 
Eddleston  (57),  9 nests  Whithaugh  Park  (8)  with  32  nests  seen  at  4 other  sites;  Arg  4prs  Taynish  CBC  (2); 
Clyde  36  nests  Langbank;  D&G  lOprs  Mersehead. 

First  fledged  Clyde  18  May;  Bord  21  May;  Fife  23  May;  Shet  3 Jun;  OHeb  10  Jun. 

Post-breeding  flocks  included:  800  Sergeantlaw  Clyde  7 June;  550  East  Loch  B 15  Jun;  600  Mains  of  Usan 
A&D  21  Jul;  1,000  East  Yonderton  Clyde  28  July. 

AutumnAVinter:  Flocks  of  >500  were  seen  in  Fife  8,  Bord  7,  Arg  5,  M&N  4,  A&D,  Forth,  OHeb  & NE  3,  D&G 
2 and  1 flock  each  P&K  & Ayr.  1,000  Newmill  B in  Aug;  1,200  Paisley  Clyde  & 1,000  L.Gruinart,  Islay  Arg 
in  Sep;  3,700  Strathbeg  NE,  2,000  Comceres  & 1,560  Dumfries  D&G  in  Oct;  10,000  Adziel  NE,  10,000 
L.Spynie  M&N,  4,000  Kincardine  Bridge  Forth  roost,  3,000  St.Cyms  NE,  1,200  Cameron  Res.,  1,100 
Bemersyde  B,  1,000  Anstmther  F & 1,000  Kilry  A&D  in  Nov;  4,500  Campbeltown,  3,000  L.Leven  P&K, 
2,000  Kinnordy  A&D  & 1,000+  Castle  L.  D&G  in  Dec. 

ComiDon  Starling 

Tommy  Daniels 
Clyde  Bird  Report 


Rosy  Starling  (Rose-coloured  Starling)  Sturnus  roseus 
Winter:  1 Twynholm  D&G  from  1999-21  Jan. 

Spring:  1 Queenamidda  Ork  8-10  Jun;  1 Dyce  NE  8-9  Jun;  ad  Laide  H 11-16  Jun;  1 Evie  Ork  13  Jun;  ad 
Buckpool  M&N  18  Jun;  1 Kirkwall  Ork  25-26  Jun. 

Autumn:  1 New  Elgin  M&N  (undated)  in  Jul;  ad  Fair  Is  1 Jul;  1 Westray  Ork  15  Aug;  juv  on  North  Ronaldsay 
Ork  4-12  Sep;  juv  Rossie  Is.  A&D  2-7  Oct;  juv  Sumburgh  Shet  7-11  Oct;  juv  Lerwick  Shet  19-28  Oct. 

4“'  for  Angus  & Dundee,  5'*  & 6'^  for  Moray  & Nairn,  for  North-east  Scotland,  3D  for  Fair  Isle. 


House  Sparrow  Passer  domesticus 

Breeding:  Shet  several  third  broods  fledged  Baltasound  & Norwich  with  some  young  still  fledging  early  Sep; 
Ork  lOprs  in  boxes  Feold  while  a pair  nesting  in  Rhubarb  were  triple-brooded;  M&N  7prs  used  boxes  at 
Clochan,  4prs  had  P*  broods  with  MCS  3.6  & MBS  1.4 , 5prs  had  2"‘*  broods  with  MCS  4.0  & MBS  2.1;  NE 
none  bred  Ludquham,  perhaps  due  to  competition  for  the  boxes  from  Tree  Sparrows!;  A&D  several  reports  of 
poor  numbers;  Fife  reports  from  just  6 sites  and  thought  to  be  genuinely  scarce  rather  than  under-recorded; 
Forth  70%  increase  in  BBS  numbers;  Bord  40prs  Eddleston;  Clyde  40prs  at  12  sites  with  12prs  Langbank  & 
6prs  Selvieland  Farm;  Ayr  slow  decline  Prestwick;  D&G  lOprs  Mersehead. 

First  fledged  Clyde  21  May;  OHeb  23  May;  Fife  30  May;  Shet  13  Jun. 
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Largest  flocks:  450  North  Dawn  Ork  in  May;  100+  Tayinloan  Arg  in  Jul;  200  Auchencrow  B,  150  St.Monance 
F,  140  Lochty  F and  120  Sandyford  Ayr  in  Aug;  208  North  Ronaldsay  Ork,  185  Fair  Is,  160  Stonehaven  NE, 
150  Ruanaich,  Iona  Arg,  150  Reston  B & 148  Montgrew  M&N  in  Sep;  300  Hamister  Shet,  200  Quendale 
Shet,  200  Chimside  B & 160  Crimmond  NE  in  Oct;  220  Papa  Westray  Ork  in  Nov;  120  (in  survey)  Thornhill 
Carse  Forth  in  Dec.  Best  elsewhere  1 00  OHeb  & Clyde,  90  A&D,  82  D&G,  60  Loth,  49  Clyde  Is  and  40  P&K. 


Tree  Sparrow 

Tommy  Daniels 
Clyde  Bird  Report 


Eurasian  Tree  Sparrow  (Tree  Sparrow)  Passer  montanus 

Breeding:  Ork  1 North  Ronaldsay  Mar-Sep  and  1-2  hybrid  (with  House)  seen  through  year;  M&N  6prs  in 
Longman  boxes  reared  3 broods  from  4 clutches,  only  1 box  used  Invereme  which  was  deserted,  also  6 other 
sites  with  breeding  at  3 sites;  NE  75  records  received  with  the  best  counts  for  some  years,  especially  S of 
Aberdeen;  A&D  50+  records  with  breeding  Roundyhill  & Dean  Water;  P&K  poor  year  Blairgowrie  boxes  only 
41  ringed  (69);  Fife  19prs  Damhead  of  Torr  (16),  5prs  Bumturk  (7)  reared  2-3  broods,  probably  bred  3 other 
sites  but  disappearing  from  W Fife;  Forth  noted  3 sites  in  Clackmannanshire  during  summer;  Loth  no  breeding 
records  submitted;  Bord  8prs  Newmains  boxes;  Clyde  14prs  at  7 sites  with  5prs  Walkinshaw  & 3prs  Linwood; 
Ayr  new  site  at  Overton;  D&G  single  prs  noted  Castle  Douglas  & Connansknowe. 

First  fledged  Fife  1 6 Jun.  44  found  in  winter  farmland  lkm2  plots  Fife  in  Jan/Feb. 

Largest  flocks:  130  Newmains  B & 100  Sheildbank  F in  Jan;  100  Lunan  Bay  A&D  & 60  Caimeyhill  F in  Feb; 
47  Portknockie  M&N  in  Mar;  13  Tarbat  Ness  H in  Aug;  100  Westerfolds  M&N  in  Sep;  70  St.Fergus  NE  & 
45+  Seafield  F in  Oct;  80  Bankend  D&G,  65  Boddin  A&D,  60  Glencaple  D&G  & 50  Damhead  of  Torr  in  Nov; 
1 00+  Caimeyhill  F,  60  Easter  Rhynd  P&K,  45  Bucksbum  NE,  45  Bridge  of  Earn  P&K  & 40  Elwartlaw  B in 
Dec.  Max  elsewhere:  34  Forth,  25  Loth,  17  Clyde,  15  Ayr  & 1 Clyde  Is. 

Extralimital:  Shet  9 May;  Balranald,  North  Uist  OH  13  May,  Askemish,  South  Uist  OH17-18  May;  Sumburgh 
Shet  27May.  1 Norwich  Shet  21  May  increased  to  5 from  2-4  Jun.  1 Is  of  May  5 Sep. 

The  first  Outer  Hebrides  since  1997;  the  largest  party  Shet  since  1992;  the  first  Is  of  May  since  1985. 


* Red-eyed  Vireo  Vireo  olivaceus 
1 Stornoway,  Lewis  OH  21  Oct. 

Second  record  for  Outer  Hebrides  and  6"'  record  for  Scotland. 


Chaffinch  Fringillacoelebs 

Winter  max:  1 ,000  Sheildbank  F,  800  Muthill  P&K,  600  Kippenrait  Forth,  500  Kilbucho  B,  400  Sheilswood  B & 
400  Purgavic  A&D  in  Jan;  1 ,000  Greenloaning  P&K,  800  Fortingall  P&K,  450  Bumhervie  NE,  450  Lecropt 
Forth,  400  High  Cross  B,  400  Tulliemet  P&K  & 400  Conicavel  M&N  in  Feb;  550  Kinbuck  Forth  in  Mar. 
200-399  at  M&N  5,  Bord  4,  Clyde  2,  Ayr  1 . Max  counts  elsewhere  - Arg  & Loth  100,  Clyde  Is  50,  Shet  20  & 
OHeb  3.  594  found  in  16  winter  farmland  bird  lkm2  plots  in  Fife. 

The  mean  of  the  largest  8 flocks  in  Jan-Mar  2000  was  a low  rather  712  (1,237  in  1999). 
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Spring:  Poor  spring  passage  on  the  isles,  max  20-25  Apr  when  33  Fair  Is,  7 North  Ronaldsay  Ork,  6 Norwich 
Shet,  6 Whalsay  Shet  with  just  max  of  3 St.Kilda  OH  & 2 Is  of  May. 

Breeding:  Shet  4-5  May  birds  & 1 in  Aug  but  no  hint  of  breeding;  Ork  5prs  Binscarth,  4prs  Woodwick  House, 
& singles  4 other  sites  on  Mainland,  also  Im  South  Ronaldsay,  c.7prs  Hoy,  3prs  Trumland  Wood,  Rousay  & 2mm 
Flotta;  OHeb  several  mm  Stornoway  Woods,  pr  Achmore  & Im  Aline,  first  confirmed  breeding  record  for 
Barra  at  Bayherivagh,  also  mm  noted  2 sites  North  Uist;  A&D  only  noted  at  3 sites;  Fife  36prs  Valleyfield 
Woods  CBC  was  a 24%  increase,  17prs  Eden  Est.  (2),  14prs  Cameron  Res.,  13prs  Wormit  area  was  50% 
increase,  with  another  22prs  at  6 other  sites;  Loth  38prs  Roslin  Glen  (34)  & 21prs  Aberlady(29);  Bord  34mm 
Ladyurd  (28),  24mm  Whithaugh  Park  (17),  10mm  Towford  & 9mm  Castlecraig  (14);  Arg  31prs  Taynish  CBC 
(mean  27);  Clyde  178prs  at  37  sites  with  22prs  Woodilee,  18prs  Langbank  & 15prs  Glenfield,  Paisley;  D&G 
25prs  Mersehead.  First  fledged  Ork  16  Jun,  Fife  23  Jun;  Clyde  14  Jul;  OHeb  9 Aug. 

AutumnAVinter:  Passage  max  include  400  Is  of  May  & 218  North  Ronaldsay  27  Sep;  400  Foula  Shet  2 Oct; 
200  Fair  Is  25  Oct.  Mainland  counts  were  typically  smaller  with  an  estimate  of  c.  1,000  arriving  Balcomie  Castle 
F 26-27  Sep  & 50  Cove  NE  20  Sep  the  best  totals.  700  Corgraff  NE  in  Oct 

3,000  Kilbucho  and  1,500  Caddonhead  B in  Nov;  1,100  Blackford  P&K,  1 ,000  Aberfeldy  P&K,  700  Muthill, 
700  Grantshouse  B,  400  Caimeyhill  F and  400  Bankend  D&G  in  Dec.  Wintering  flocks  of  200-399  at  M&N 
2,  P&K  3,  Forth  2,  Bord,  Clyde  3,  Ayr  1,  D&G  3.  Max  elsewhere  Arg  100,  Shet  26,  OHeb  9 & Shet  7. 

The  mean  of  the  12  largest  flocks  (>399)  was  1,157  in  7 flocks  (833  in  Nov-Dec  ’99). 


Brambling  Fringilla  montifringilla 

Winter/Spring:  Another  poor  autumn  passage  in  ’99  meant  that  winter  numbers  were  rather  low  for  another 
winter  in  99/00,  although  not  as  poor  as  in  1998/99.  The  best  flocks  were  2,000  Muthill  P&K,  300  Muthill  P&K, 
100  Culvennan  D&G,  100  Purgavie  Farm  F & 100  Sheilswood  B in  Jan;  300  Greenloaning  P&K,  250  Nether 
Shiels  B and  110  Kilry  Moor  A&D  in  Mar.  The  best  elsewhere  were  M&N  50,  Forth  50,  NE  27,  Fife  & Loth 
20  with  1-5  birds  Shet,  Clyde,  Ork,  Clyde  Is  & Ayr.  Max  elsewhere  Arg  100,  Shet  26,  OHeb  9 & Shet. 

The  mean  was  457  in  the  8 largest  flocks.  In  Jan-Mar  1999  the  8 largest  flocks  averaged  123  birds. 
Spring:  As  spring  progressed  the  Greenloaning  flock  increased  to  700  birds  on  6 Apr.  There  were  1 00  at  Symington 
Hill  B on  21  Apr. 

Passage  peaks  elsewhere:  40  The  Cabrach  NE  3 1 Mar;  87  Fair  Is  18  Apr;  42  Baltasound  Shet  & 40  North  Roe 
Shet  19-21  Apr;  88  Auchindoun  M&N  20  Apr;  10  North  Ronaldsay  Ork  27  Apr  & 7 Is  of  May  28  Apr. 

Last  regular  D&G,  Clyde  & Forth  7-9  Apr;  Fife  14  Apr;  M&N,  Is  of  May,  Bord,  Shet  & Arg  20-29  Apr;  A&D, 
OHeb,  NE  & Ork  7-10  May;  Loth  14  May;  Fair  Is  26  May  with  latest  birds  Feold  Ork  1 Jun,  Foula  Shet  8 Jun 

6 Fetlar  Shet  8-9  Jun. 

Breeding:  High  Im  in  full  song  in  Sutherland  28  May. 

Autumn:  First  Is  of  May  on  1 1 Sep;  Shet  & Fair  Is  1 8 Sep;  A&D,  Fife,  Loth,  Bord,  Ork  & NE  20-2 1 Sep;  OHeb 
28  Sep;  D&G,  Forth  & Arg  1-5  Oct;  Clyde  22  Oct;  M&N  & Ayr  3-4  Nov. 

45  Is  of  May  21  Sep  was  the  first  good  showing  with  20  St.  Abbs  Head  B 25  Sep,  10  Balcomie  Castle  F and 

7 Drums  NE  on  27  Sep.  These  numbers  were  later  eclipsed  by  passage  on  the  N. Isles  with  100  Whalsay  Shet 
on  28  Sep  before  a rapid  build  1-5  Oct  to  300  Fair  Is,  200  Whalsay,  177  North  Ronaldsay  Ork,  150  Quendale 
Shet,  150  Spiggie  Shet,  120  Veensgarth  Shet  & 60  St. Ola  Ork  as  well  as  many  smaller  flocks  1-5  Oct. 
However  birds  rapidly  moved  through  and  numbers  were  very  small  thereafter. 

Further  S & W passage  numbers  hardly  registered  with  22  Is  of  May  21  Oct  the  best  record  although  8 made  it 
through  to  Machrihanish  Arg  on  15  Oct. 

Winter:  Another  poor  winter  was  to  follow  with  the  best  flocks  totalling  100  South  Orchil  P&K,  50+  Kenmore 
P&K,  30  Grantshouse  B,  14  Bogton  Moss  Ayr,  12  Gifford  L & 10  Choicelee  B in  Dec.  Elsewhere  numbers 
were  tiny  with  max  counts  of  5 Shet,  Clyde,  Ork  & OHeb,  4 Forth,  2 A&D  with  just  singles  M&N,  NE  & Fair 
Is  with  none  noted  at  all  in  D&G,  Clyde  Is,  Arg  & Fife. 

The  8 largest  flocks  had  a mean  of  28  birds,  a truly  poor  winter,  despite  the  good  showing  in  the  N. Isles 
in  autumn.The  mean  amongst  the  8 largest  flocks  for  Nov-Dec  1999  was  114. 

European  Greenfinch  (Greenfinch)  Carduelis  chloris 

Winter/Spring:  Largest  flocks  were  900  Greenloaning  P&K,  600  Roseisle  M&N,  400  Sheildbank  F,  300  Muthill 
P&K,  300  Walkerstrough  M&N,  150  Mertoun  B,  150  Kincardine  F,  150  Purgavie  Farm  A&D  & 150  Lecropt 
Forth  in  Jan;  200  Rossie  Moor  A&D,  150  Spynie  Palace  M&N  & 100+  St.Cyrus  NE  in  Feb. 

Best  elsewhere:  40  Clyde,  22  Arg  & 1 1 OHeb.  412  found  in  16  winter  farmland  bird  1km  plots  in  Fife. 
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N. Isles  - 50  Finstown  Ork  in  Jan  & max  4 Shet  during  Jan/Mar.  Best  spring  flocks  20  Scalloway  Shet  19  Apr 
& 23  Herston  Ork  in  Apr.  Max  3 Fair  Is  4 May. 

Breeding:  no  changes  in  BBS  plots  NE  & Forth,  decline  in  Fife.  OHeb  bred  at  2 sites  Lewis,  7 sites  North  Uist, 
3 sites  South  Uist  & 1 site  Barra;  Fife  no  birds  found  Eden  Est.  (7  in  ’98)  and  none  could  be  traced  in  several 
parts  of  NE  Fife,  17prs  found  elsewhere  at  13  sites;  Bord  4prs  Eddleston  with  single  pairs  at  5 other  sites;  Arg 
Ipr  Taynish  CBC  was  first  pair  in  reserve;  Clyde  121prs  at  58  sites  with  37prs  at  28  sites  in  Paisley,  15prs  at  6 
sites  in  East  Kilbride  & 1 Iprs  Langbank;  D&G  5prs  Mersehead.  First  fledged  Fife  26  May;  Bord  2 Sep. 
Autumn/Winter:  120  Kirkton  Clyde  Is  in  Jul;  150  Darkland  M&N  & 100  Lecropt  in  Aug;  250  Westfield  L & 
1 00  Craigmuir  Clyde  in  Sep;  108  Mersehead  D&G  & 1 00  Doonfoot  Ayr  during  Oct;  150  CaerlaverockD&G, 
1 00  Lamberton  B & 1 00  Glen  Lethnot  A&D  in  Nov;  400  Lawhill  P&K,  200  Coldstream  Mains  B,  1 20  Westfield 
F & 100  Ardmore  Point  Clyde  in  Dec.  Best  elsewhere  NE  65,  Ork  50,  Arg  40  & OHeb  18.  2 wintered  Shet. 


European  Goldfinch  (Goldfinch)  Carduelis  carduelis 

Winter/Spring:  500  Walkerstrough  M&N,  350  Printonan  B,  300  Kinbuck  Forth,  200  Hazelhead NE,  200  Roseisle 
M&N,  150  Purgavie  A&D,  150  Boysack  A&D  and  100  Kippenrait  Forth  during  Jan;  250  Garthdee  NE  and 
170  Chimside  B in  Feb;  700  Newburgh  F & 100  Thirlstane  B in  Mar;  200  Newmachar  NE,  150  Tomess  L & 
1 20  Greenloaning  P&K  in  Apr.  1 1 7 noted  in  1 6 winter  farmland  bird  lkm2  plots  in  Fife. 

Flocks  50-99  seen  M&N  1,  P&K  1,  Forth  2,  Fife  5,  Bord  4.  Best  elsewhere  Clyde  37,  OHeb  20  & Arg  10. 
Migrants:  7 Is  of  May  & 1 St.Kilda  OH  late  Apr;  4 Ork  & 1 Lerwick  Shet  in  early  May. 

Breeding:  OHeb  l-2prs  Stornoway  Woods,  Lewis  seen  with  juv  in  Jun/Jul  was  first  proved  breeding  for  Outer 
Hebrides;  A&D  breeding  noted  3 sites;  Fife  47prs  found  in  Fife  BBS  plots  but  reduction  to  7prs  Eden  Est.  (11) 
and  5 other  sites;  Bord  24prs  at  19  sites  with  3prs  Shankend;  Arg  Iprs  Taynish  CBC,  also  noted  12  other  sites; 
Clyde  55prs  at  41  sites,  max  5 Pilmuir;  D&G  lOprs  Mersehead.  First  fledged  young  28  Jun. 

AutumnAVinter:  4 Is  of  May  in  Oct;  2 singles  Shet  & 4 Ork  in  Oct/Nov.  100  Catacol,  Arran  Clyde  Is  during  Jul; 
282  St.  Abbs  Head  B,  250  Glencaple  D&G  & 100  Caverhill  B in  Aug;  120  Cocklemill  Marsh  F,  120  Kercock 
P&K  & 1 13  Kilminning  F during  Sep;  1 10  Aberlady  L during  Oct;  600  Blackford  P&K,  500  Darkland  M&N, 
1 00  Greenloaning  & 1 00  Grantshouse  B in  Dec.  Flocks  50-99  noted  M&N  1 , NE  1 , A&D  1 , Fife  9,  Bord  2,  Forth 
1 , Arg  1,  Clyde  6,  D&G  2.  Best  elsewhere  was  Ayr  40. 


Eurasian  Siskin  (Siskin)  Carduelis  spinus 

Winter:  Best  Jan-Mar  flocks  include:  200  Pitcox  L,  140  Glenrothes  F,  100  Morenish  P&K,  80  Elie  F,  60  Longannet 
F,  50  L.Faskally  P&K,  40  Deuchny  Wood  P&K,  35  L.Lubnaig  Forth  in  Jan;  40  Bridge  of  Den  A&D  in  Feb; 
60  L.Tummel  P&K,  50  Glen  Esk  A&D  in  Mar.  Best  elsewhere  Clyde  30  & M&N  18. 

Spring:  80  Roseisle  M&N,  50  Whiteadder  L,  44  Musselburgh  L,  35  Skinflats  Forth  & 24  Craigurd  House  B in 
Apr;  26  Whiteford  NE  in  May.  Isles  - first  Binscarth  Ork  21  Mar;  Voe  Shet  14  Apr,  Fair  Is  18  Apr;  Ben 
Langass,  North  Uist  OH  30  Apr.  Mostly  1-4  birds,  max  9 Voe  19  Apr  & 7 Fair  Is  22  Apr. 

Breeding:  Ork  despite  birds  at  Queenamidda  & single  Finstown,  no  hint  of  breeding;  OHeb  2 North  Locheynort, 
South  Uist  in  Jun  did  not  breed  but  juv  Stornoway  Woods  in  Aug;  A&D  confirmed  breeding  only  at  Forter;  Fife 
just  5 breeding  season  reports  but  no  proof  of  success;  Loth  only  reported  at  1 site;  Bord  c.50prs  noted  21  sites 
with  8mm  Wilton  Park,  6mm  Ettrick  Marshes  (10)  & 6mm  Whithaugh  Park;  Arg  noted  on  10  BBS  plots  and 
widespread;  Clyde  1 Iprs  at  8 sites,  max  3prs  Inverkip;  Ayr  c.27mm  noted  8 sites  with  8mm  Carrick  Lane,  6mm 
Linn  Water  & 5+mm  Alton  Albany.  First  young  Clyde  Is  22  May. 

Autumn:  Isles  - first  birds  on  Shet  15  Sep,  Ork  18  Sep  St.Kilda  OH  25  Sep.  Main  passage  on  22-28  Sep  when 
1 00  daily  Fair  Is  and  max  counts  of 600  Foula  Shet,  360  Fair  Is,  250  Is  of  May,  180  Skaw,  Unst  Shet,  148  North 
Ronaldsay  Ork,  1 00  West  Yell  Shet  & 60  St.Kilda.  Numbers  gradually  tailed  off  into  Oct  with  only  a few  birds 
at  Queenamidda  Ork  the  only  later  records.  179  Eyemouth  B 25  Jun  was  an  unusual  flock  for  that  date. 

On  mainland  passage  was  noted  from  early  Sep  with  80  Finnarts  Bay  Ayr  & 55  Craigurd  House  10  Sep.  Main 
passage  20-30  Sep  includes  max  counts  200  Whitefarland,  Arran  Clyde  Is;  130  St.Abbs  Head  B,  75  Vane  Farm 
P&K,  50  Balcomie  F,  50  Girdleness  NE,  45  Laggan  Arg  & 40  Enochdhu  P&K. 

Winter:  Best  Oct-Dec  flocks:  1 68  Castle  L.  D&G,  1 30  Kennethbank  D&G,  100  Strathtyre  Forth  & 84  Langbank 
Clyde  in  Oct;  300  Blarghour  Arg,  200  Den  of  Airlie  A&D,  120  Dairy  D&G,  100  Caerlaverock  D&G, 
80  Rockecliffe  D&G,  80  Cardowan  Moss  Clyde,  70  Glenzierfoot  D&G,  60  at  Mugdock  Clyde  & 45  L.Lubnaig 
Forth  in  Nov;  1 20  Glen  Orchy  Arg,  1 00  Blairhall  Bing  F,  1 00  Milton  L.  D&G,  80  Stonehaven  NE,  65  Longannet 
F & 60  Kinnordy  A&D  in  Dec. 
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Common  Linnet  (Linnet)  Carduelis  cannabina 

Winter/Spring:  Best  flocks  were:  1,200  Barras  NE,  800  Kippenrait  Forth,  500  Walkerstrough  M&N,  450 
Dowlaw  B,  300  Purgavie  A&D  & 300  Bruichladdich,  Islay  Arg  in  Jan;  1,500  Wigtown  Bay  D&G,  1,000 
Pittrathie  F & 400  Kinneil  Forth  in  Feb.  793  found  in  16  Winter  Farmland  Bird  1km  plots  in  Fife  during  Jan/ 
Feb. 

Isles  -first  Fair  Is  10  Apr;  Ay  wick.  Yell  Shet  20  Apr,  mostly  1-2  birds  N.Isles  thereafter. 

Breeding:  Shet  pr+br3  Gremista  was  the  first  confirmed  record  for  islands  although  birds  probably  bred 
Dunrossness  in  1977;  Ork  unknown  numbers  bred  North  Ronaldsay,  max  148  in  Aug,  br5  Papa  Westray  was 
first  proved  breeding,  bred  2 sites  Mainland  and  seen  8 others,  bred  2 sites  South  Ronaldsay;  OHeb  clear 
expansion  since  first  breeding  in  1997  being  noted  Stornoway,  Lewis  (Ipr),  Ardmhor,  Barra  (2prs  building)  & 
Clachan,  North  Uist  pr+br2  with  birds  noted  4 other  sites;  M&N  bred  in  moorland  Elrick  (in  Twite  habitat);  Fife 
230prs  at  BBS  plots  14prs  Eden  Est.  (9),  8prs  Leuchars  & 18  other  sites;  Loth  17prs  Aberlady  (17);  Bord 
25prs  noted  at  8 sites  with  stable  9prs  St. Abbs  Head  CBC\  Arg  lOprs  Tiree,  10-15prs  Sanda  Is.,  also  in  15  other 
sites  with  5prs  Taynish  CBC  (mean  2);  Clyde  48prs  at  28  sites  with  5prs  Longhaugh  Point  & 5prs  each  at  3 sites 
in  Paisley;  Ayr  llprs  at  3 sites  with  6prs  Balcreuchan;  D&G  35prs  Mersehead  & 2+prs  Rough  Is.. 

First  fledged  juvs  seen  Ork  4 Jun;  Fife  8 Jun;  Shet  late  Jun;  Clyde  7 Jul. 

Autumn/Winter:  Isles  - 1-2  seen  6 sites  Shet  18  Aug-6  Oct;  50  Is  of  May  2 Oct;  last  OHeb  21  Oct.  4-6  birds 
Fair  Is  5 Oct- 10  Nov.  Best  flocks  elsewhere  were:  350  Roseisle  M&N  & 300  L.Gruinart,  Islay  Arg  in  Aug; 
450  Blackford  P&K,  400  Redheugh  B,  400  Westfiled  L & 400  Fife  Ness  F in  Sep;  1,000  Greenloaning  P&K, 
725  Mersehead,  550  Kippenrait,  500  Lecropt  Forth,  500  Eyemouth  B,  450  Gilston  M&N  & 200  Herston,  South 
Ronaldsay  Ork  in  Oct;  300  Tulliemet  P&K  in  Nov;  700  Newbigging  A&D  & 400  Darkland  M&N  in  Dec. 


Twite  Carduelis flavirostris 

Winter/Spring:  1,400  Blackford  P&K,  400  Whiteadder  L,  300  Paiblesgarry,  North  Uist  OH,  300  Purgavie 
A&D,  250  Diggings  Ork,  140  Tyninghame  L,  120  Millkno we  L,  102  Tiree  Arg,  100  Collieston  NE, 
89  Naim  Bar  M&N,  60  Sumburgh  Head  Shet  and  50  Ruddon’s  Point  F during  Jan;  900  Greenloaning  P&K, 
600  West  Gerinish  - Trollaskeir,  South  Uist  OH,  300  Stirches  B,  300  Costa  Ork,  150  Culmore  D&G  and 
80  Lendalfoot  Ayr  in  Feb;  500  Standing  Craig  Res.  B & 200  Gladhouse  L in  Mar. 

Breeding:  Shet  6prs  Noss;  Ork  10  sites  & 5prs  confirmed  Mainland,  pr  Burray,  4 sites  South  Ronaldsay,  1 site 
North  Ronaldsay,  2prs  Papa  Westray,  4 sites  Stronsay,  4 sites  Rousay  with  birds  present  Rousay  & Hoy;  OHeb 
c.23prs  at  4 sites  North  Uist,  14prs  at  5 sites  South  Uist;  M&N  pr  noted  Bin  of  Cullen  in  Jun;  A&D  noted  3 sites 
including  br3  Glen  Clova;  P&K  reported  6 areas:  Forth  reported  3 sites  Glen  Finglas  & Braes  of  Doune  in 
summer;  Loth  1 seen  in  Pentlands  in  May;  Bord  1 Muttonhall  is  first  in  suitable  habitat  for  some  years;  Arg 
33prs  Colonsay  (37)  with  7+prs  Oronsay,  3prs+5  juvs  Lunga  & br4  +nest  Fladda,  Treshnish  Is.,  10-12prs  Sanda 
Is.  with  many  young,  also  widespread  Tiree,  Coll,  2 sites  Islay  & 10  sites  on  Mull;  Clyde  Is  1 Goat  Fell  in  Apr; 
Clyde  2 Inveraman  & 4 prs  in  Glen  nan  Caorann;  Ayr  6prs  Ailsa  Craig,  Ipr  Portandrea;  D&G  2prs  Mull  of 
Galloway,  Ipr  Port  Logan.  First  fledged  noted  A&D  25  Jun;  Shet  9 Jul. 

Autumn/Winter:  First  passage  Arg  3 Aug;  Is  of  May  24  Sep;  Fife  & Loth  6 Oct;  NE  1 1 Oct. 

Max  flocks:  200  Fair  Is  and  130  Smaull,  Islay  Arg  in  Aug;  500  Iona  Arg  & 120  Portnahaven,  Islay  Arg  in  Sep; 
1,100  ArdgayH,  1,000  Costa,  300  Newtonmore  H,  190Machrihanish  Arg,  180FowlsheughNE,  150Quendale 
Shet,  130  Dipple  shore  Ayr,  102  The  Reef,  Tiree  Arg,  170  Tyhinghame  and  100  Caddonhead  B during  Nov; 
1,500  Greenloaning,  1,100  Blackford,  500  Kinbuck  Forth,  500  Diggings,  200  Links,  Papa  Westray  Ork, 
170  North  Bay,  South  Uist  OH,  140  Collieston,  120  Mersehead  D&G  & 120  Caerlaverock  D&G  in  Dec. 
Numbers  A&D  & Fife  back  to  normal  (i.e.  very  small)  in  winter  00/01 . 


Lesser  Redpoll  (Redpoll)  Carduelis  cabaret 

Winter/Spring:  50  Cortachy  A&D,  50  Glen  Dochart  Forth,  43  Mill  of  Dumo  NE,  40  Acham  P&K,  40  Sauchen 
N & 20  Findhom  Bay  M&N  in  Jan;  40  Eastmuir  Plantation  Clyde  & 38  Aboyne  NE  in  Feb;  80  Glen  Prosen 
A&D,  75  Invermark  A&D,  50  Glen  Effock  A&D  & 50  Blairgowrie  P&K  in  Mar;  40  Loch  Ardinning  Clyde 
and  15  Cran  L.  M&N  in  Apr. 

Breeding:  OHeb  bred  at  4 sites  Lewis,  4 sites  North  Uist  & 1 site  South  Uist;  M&N  5prs  Lochenoun;  NE  clear 
evidence  of  decrease  in  BBS  returns  since  ’96;  P&K  noted  7 sites;  Fife  noted  8 sites  with  confirmed  breeding 
Harperleas  Res.;  Forth  BBS  returns  show  50%  decline,  small  numbers  3 areas;  Loth  1 1mm  seen  at  6 sites  with 
5prs  Easter  Inch  Moss;  Bord  c.49prs  noted  25  sites  with  6prs  Ettrick  Marshes,  5mm  Ladyurd  & Whithaugh 
Park;  Arg  4prs  Taynish  CBC  (7  in  ’99,  mean  4)  but  present  13  other  sites;  Clyde  53prs  at  28  sites  with  7mm 
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Corse  Hill,  5mm  Glen  nan  Caorrunn  & 5mm  Kilcreggan;  Ayr  49mm  at  19  sites  with  7mm  Carrick  Lane,  6+mm 
Kilgrammie  Wood,  6mm  Thirdpart  & 6mm  Gall  Hill.  First  fledged  young  Bord  30  Jul. 

AutumnAVinter:  10  Java  Point,  Mull  Arg  in  Jul;  50  Easter  Inch  Moss  in  Aug;  240  Mersehead  D&G, 
75  Knockshinnoch  Ayr,  70  Bavelaw  L,  50  Greenhead  Plantation  Clyde,  40  Helensburgh  Muir  Clyde,  30  Brick- 
works L.  Ayr,  25  Kiloran,  Colonsay  Arg  & 21  Tibbie  Shells  B in  Sep;  120  Carsebeck  P&K,  53  Cronberry  Ayr 
& 38  Carron  Valley  Forest  Clyde/Forth  in  Oct;  60  Connell  Arg,  40  Calderglen  Clyde,  25  Gaddon/Bimie  L. 
F,  20  Collessie  F & 20  L.Ore  F in  Nov;  50  Lintrathen  A&D  & 40  Kinnordy  A&D  in  Dec.  Passage  with  ‘likely 
dozens’  Fife  coast  F 19-30  Sep;  20  Is  of  May  1 Oct;  hourly  counts  of  7-10  Elie  Ness  F on  3 dates  5-17  Oct. 
Isles:  1 wintered  Queenamidda  Ork  to  23  May;  2 Ben  Risary,  North  Uist  OH  16  Feb. 

Little  sign  of  spring  passage  with  just  1 North  Ronaldsay  Ork  8 May  & 1 Auskerry  Ork  10  Jul  and  none  Fair  Is 
or  Shet  but  1 1 OHeb  between  Mar  & Jun. 

In  autumn:  1-2  on  8 dates  Fair  Is  in  Sep  with  singles  there  9 dates  in  Oct;  2 North  Ronaldsay  22  Sep;  1 Hoswick 
Shet  23-26  Sep;  1 Queenamidda  13-17  Oct.  1 Finstown  Ork  3 Dec. 

For  review  of  status  in  Fife  see  D.Fotheringham  Fife  Bird  Report  2000:  161-166. 


Common  Redpoll  (Mealy  Redpoll)  Carduelis  flammea 

Winter/Spring:  1 Tullo  Farm  NE  9 Jan;  2 Culmore  D&G  19  Feb;  1 Glen  Effock  A&D  7 Mar;  3 Eskbank  L on 
14  Mar;  1 daily  Fair  Is  8-16  Apr  totalled  4-5  birds;  1 Hermaness  Shet  12  May;  1-2  Virkie  Shet  on  13-16  May; 

1 Whalsay  Shet  17-18  May;  1 Fetlar  Shet  30  May;  1 Lerwick  Shet  14  Jun;  1 Fair  Is  18  Jun;  1 Voe  Shet  19  Jun. 
Summer:  Midsummer  influx  with  1-5  Fair  Is  on  10  dates  in  Jul.  On  Shet  9 Tresta,  8 Sumburgh,  7 Baltasound, 
7 Noss,  6 Voe,  3 Lerwick,  3 Whalsay,  3 Veensgarth  and  others  elsewhere  2-12  Jul.  Also  2 Birsay  Ork  5 Jul  with 

2 there  2 1 -23  Jul;  Juvs  Norwich  Shet  27  Jul  & Noss  Shet  3 Aug. 

Autumn/Winter:  50%  of  1-5  birds  Fair  Is  in  Sep/Oct  were  Mealies;  1 Catfirth  Shet  13  Sep;  2 Fetlar  Shet  and 
1 Skerries  Shet  18  Sep;  1 Uigen,  Lewis  OH  1 juv  and  several  suspects  trapped  25  Sep- 13  Oct;  1 Stenness  Ork 
1 Oct;  2 South  Ronaldsay  Ork  12  Oct;  1 North  Ronaldsay  18  Oct;  1 Kinnordy  A&D  24  Oct;  1 Newton,  North 
Uist  OH  30  Oct.  Also  c.20  birds  in  l-2s  passed  through  Shet  18  Sep-20  Oct,  max  5 at  Norwich  22  Sep-6  Oct. 
1 Dale  Ork  24  Nov. 

Greenland  Redpoll  Cf.  rostrata 

1 Queenamidda  Ork  from  1999  to  early  May.  2 North  Ronaldsay  Ork  11  Sep;  1 Skaw,  Unst  Shet  13-14  Sep; 
1 Fair  Is  10-17  Sep;  1 rostrata  North  Ronaldsay  16  Oct.  1 probable  rostrata  Queenamidda  29  Nov. 


* Arctic  Redpoll  Carduelis  hornemanni 
Winter/Spring:  1 Mey  Caith  9-13  Jan. 

Autumn/Winter:  1 Hamside,  Whalsay  Shet  1 Nov;  1 Stilligarry,  South  Uist  OH  13  Dec,  possibly  same  as  white 
redpoll  seen  Grogarry  20  Nov. 

[1986]  L‘-w  Fair  is  20-25  Oct. 


Common  Crossbill  Loxza  curvirostra 

A very  poor  year  with  very  small  numbers  in  N & E Jan-Jun  but  few  in  S.  More  general  everywhere 
during  second  half  of  year  but  counts  poor,  few  migrants  and  very  little  evidence  of  breeding. 

Breeding:  NE2juvs  Moss-side  16  Jul;  A&D  pr+br2  Auchintaple  L.;  Fife  pr  building  Reres  in  Mar,  15Devilla 
Forest  in  May  included  7 Juvs,  also  Im  in  song  Easter  Kilwiss;  Forth  BBS  figures  show  75%  decline  from  6 year 
mean,  1 0 L.  Ard  including  juvs  being  fed  and  8 Carron  Res.in  Dec  also  had  young  being  fed;  Arg  family  Feamoch 
Forest  8 Dec;  Clyde  Is  br2  Kilmory,  Arran  in  Jul;  Clyde  6ads+2juvs  Carron  Valley  Forest  in  Dec;  Ayr/D&G 
none  Galloway  Forest  until  Jun  the  widespread  in  small  numbers  to  Dec  with  pr  L.Skelloch  Ayr 
Flocks:  15  Newburgh  NE,  13  Ballygrant  Quarry,  Islay  Arg,  12TyninghameL,  lOLunanBay  A&D,  lOMilltimber 
NE&  10  L.Ore  Fin  Jan;  16  Ballochbuie  NE,  1 4 Logierait  P&K  & 12DunragitD&GinFeb;20Montreathmont 
A&D  & 1 8 Roseisle  M&N  in  Mar;  1 1 L.of  Blairs  M&N  in  Apr. 

Few  big  parties  May-Oct  other  than  1 5 Auldhame  L in  Jun  & 12  Gryfe  Plantation  Clyde  in  Jul. 

Then  20  Corsock  D&G,  12  L.of  Bugmussach  M&N,  12  Glen  Prosen  A&D,  12  Laganbuidhe  Arg  & 12  Braes 
of  Doune  Forth  in  Nov;  20  Glenmarkie  A&D  & 14  Hartwoodmyres  B in  Dec. 

Passage:  1 Queenamidda  Ork  20  May;  1 Trondra  Shet  23  May;  1 North  Ronaldsay  Ork  25  May;  5 Quendale 
Shet  1 1 Jun;  2 Fair  Is  3 Jul;  2 Gremista  Shet  13  Jul;  1 Fair  Is  26  Sep;  1 West  Gerinish,  South  Uist  OH  16  Oct; 
1 Strathbeg  NE  19  Oct;  1 Swinister  Shet  24  Dec. 
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Scottish  Crossbill  Loxia  scotica 
High  seen  4 sites  with  4prs  fledging  3 young  Abemethy ; NE  only  5 records  due  to  poor  pine  crop  3 Glen  Gimock 
8 Apr,  2 Mar  6 May,  4 Glen  Tanar  20  May,  3 Keiloch  on  22  May  & 2 Deeside  6 Jun. 


[Parrot  Crossbill]  Loxia  pytopsittacus 

High  4 L.Garten  22  Mar,  2 North  Abemethy  28  Apr;  pr  Tulloch  30  Apr,  8 trapped  Abemethy  Forest  close  to 
nests,  1 Rothiemurcus  22  Oct;  NE  only  2 records  due  to  poor  pine  crop:  1 Glen  Derry  & 2 Inverey  on  26  Feb. 
[1997]  2m  trapped  Cloddymoss  M&N  14  Apr  had  biometrics  that  suggest  they  were  of  this  population 
(R.  Summers). 

Square-bracketed  until  resolution  of  status  of  the  large-billed  birds  by  BOURC. 


Common  Rosefinch  Carpodaus  erythrinus 

Spring:  Im  Whalsay  Shet  16  May;  1 Deemess  Ork  26  May;  1 Quendale  Shet  28  May;  1 Whalsay  1 Jun;  Im 
sang  North  Ronaldsay  Ork  3-4  Jun;  1 Fair  Is  & 1 Is  of  May  4 Jun;  Im  sang  St. Abbs  Head  B 8 Jun;  1 Lunna 
House  Shet  9 Jun;  1 sang  Redheugh  B 11  Jun;  1 Fetlar  Shet  12  Jun;  1-2  Glendale,  Skye  H 14-17  Jun;  Im 
Plockton  H 17  Jun;  Im  Glencoe  village  H 27  Jun. 
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Autumn:  1 Fair  Is  28  Jul;  17  birds  daily  Fair  Is  23  Aug-25  Sep  with  6 birds  on  5 dates;  65  birds  almost  daily 
Shet  27  Aug-25  Sep  with  singles  Skerries,  Whalsay,  Noss,  Quendale  & Sumburgh  27  Aug,  widespread  thereaf- 
ter with  max  12  birds  present  1 Sep  and  6 on  15  Sep,  max  site  counts  of  4 Skerries  1 Sep  & 4 Quendale  4 Sep, 
with  9 Whalsay  17-24  Sep;  1 Deemess  1 Sep;  1 Castlebay,  Barra  OH  & 1 North  Ronaldsay  4 Sep;  1 Scolpaig, 
North  Uist  OH  10  Sep;  1 Is  of  May  11  Sep  with  3 there  to  13  Sep;  3 St.  Abbs  Head  12  Sep;  1 Stronsay  Ork  13 
Sep;  2 Snishival,  South  Uist  OH  17  Sep;  1 Lochboisdale,  South  Uist  OH  24  Sep;  1 North  Ronaldsay  27  Sep;  1 
Papa  Westray  Ork  on  2 Oct;  1 Foula  Shet  & 1 North  Ronaldsay  4-6  Oct;  1 Norwich  5-6  Oct;  1 North 
Ronaldsay  13-16  Sep;  1 Houb,  Whalsay  Shet  21-22  Oct;  1 Fair  Is  5 Nov. 


* Pine  Grosbeak  Pinicola  enucleator 

Autumn:  P*-w  m Maywick  Shet  9 Nov.  Second  record  for  Shetland,  third  for  Scotland  and  for  Britain. 
Previous  Scottish  records  were;  1 Is  of  May  8-9  Nov  1954  & 1 Lerwick  Shet  25  Mar-25  Apr  1992. 


Common  BuUfinch  (Bullfinch)  Pyrrhula pyrrhula 

Breeding:  A&D  breeding  at7  sites;  Forth  drop  in  BBS  numbers  to  lowest  ever,  just  15%  of  mean;  Fife  14prs  in 
BBS  plots,  5 nests  Valleyfield  Woods  were  all  predated,  prs  atlO  other  sites  with  br2  seen  Elie  Estate;  Loth  5prs 
Aberlady  & 3prs  Roslin  Glen;  Bord  singles  & prs  noted  at  22  sites  with  3prs  Hirsel  & 2mm  at  St.Boswells  & 
Stobs  Castle;  Arg  noted  4 BTO  sites  with  3prs  Taynish  CBC  (mean  2),  also  noted  14  other  sites  with  fledged 
young  Tullochgorm;  Clyde  32prs  at  23  sites  with  3prs  each  Baron’s  Haugh,  Dungavel,  Gleniffer  Braes  & Linn 
Park  ; Ayr  8prs  noted  6 sites.  Fledged  young  seen  Arg  in  Jun;  Fife  16  Jul. 

Largest  counts:  50  Cmach  Eachd  Arg,  20  L.Venachar  Forth  & 10  Kilmacolm  Clyde  in  Jan;  30+  Gorthy  Wood 
P&K,  10  Montreathmont  A&D  & 10  Whiteash  Hill  M&N  in  Feb;  10  Kinnordy  A&D  in  Sep;  35  L.Bradan  Ayr, 
24  L.Comish  Ayr,  15  Den  of  Airlie  A&D  & 14  Vane  Farm  P&K  in  Nov;  40  Muirend  P&K,  35  Braemar  NE, 
20  Scolty  NE,  12  Allan’s  Cairn  D&G,  Tailend  Moss  L & Libberton  Clyde,  1 1 Cleish  Hills  F with  10  Boturich 
Clyde  & Craigengow  F in  Dec.  1 Tolsta  Chaolais,  Lewis  OH  in  Jan  was  unusual. 

Passage:  5 Finstown  Ork  and  singles  Tresta  Shet,  Stromness  Ork  & Tolsta  Chaolais,  Lewis  OH  in  Jan/Feb 
were  probably  remnants  from  the  late  ’99  influx.  2 Finstown  birds  were  still  there  in  Mar  as  were  1-2  birds 
Lerwick  Shet  & 1 Bigton  Shet. 
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Singles  Eday  Ork  1 8 Apr;  1 Rackwick,  Hoy  Ork  1 9 Apr;  Frakkafield  Shet  2 1 Apr,  Mid  Walls  Shet  24-28  Apr, 
Eday  10  May  & Fair  Is  25-26  May  were  probable  migrants.  None  on  any  of  the  islands  in  autumn. 


Hawfinch  Coccothraustes  coccothraustes 

Breeding:  A&D  1 Forfar  in  Jun;  P&K  1 Logierait  in  Jan;  8 Scone  Palace  in  Feb;  Bord  singles  from  Gattonside 
in  Mar  & Harestanes  in  Jul. 

Spring:  Exceptional  spring  passage  with  22  Shet,  3 Fair  Is  12  Ork,  6 OHeb  ,2  NE  & A&D  & singles  Clyde  Is, 
Arg,  M&N  & Bord. 

2 Auchmithie  Mains  A&D  & 1 Stromness  Ork  13  Apr;  1 St.Margaret’s  Hope  Ork  14  Apr;  1 Whalsay  Ork  & 
Newmains  B 16  Apr;  1 Fair  Is  17  Apr  with  2 there  18  Apr;  1 PitcoxL,  1 Cunningsburgh  Shet  & 1 St.KildaOH 
18  Apr;  4 Kirkwall  Ork,  3 North  Roe  Shet,  3 Stromness,  1 L.Morar  H,  1 Firth  Ork  and  1 Whalsay  19  Apr; 

3 Helendale  Shet  20  Apr;  2 Trondra  Shet,  2 Urafirth  Shet  & 1 Kergord  Shet;  20  Apr;  3 Scalloway  Shet  & 
singles  Voe  Shet,  Cuimingsburgh,  Rendall  Ork  & Caysbriggs  M&N  21  Apr;  1 Achnacreebeg  Arg  22  Apr; 
singles  Lamlash,  Arran  Clyde  Is,  Gutcher  Shet,  Toab  Ork,  Haroldswick  Shet  & Fair  Is  23  Apr;  1 Newmachar 
NE  24  Apr;  1 Collieston  NE  25  Apr;  1 Strond,  Harris  OH  27  Apr;  1 Stornoway  Woods,  Lewis  OH  28  Apr; 
1 Ardvey,  Harris  OH  1 May;  1 Gisla,  Lewis  OH  4-May;  1 South  Ronaldsay  Ork  5 May;  1 Castlebay,  Barra 
OH  6 May;  1 Whalsay  8 May.  Many  of  these  birds  lingered  for  several  days,  but  only  first  dates  are  given. 
First  Argyll  record  for  12  years,  6‘^  records  for  Moray  & Nairn.  22  Shet  & 12  Ork  in  spring  were  record 
numbers  for  N. Isles. 

Autumn:  1 Foula  Shet  28-29  Sep;  1 Brae  Shet  13-15  Oct  were  the  only  records. 

[1999]  1 St.Ronan’s  Wood  B 6 Jun  was  a new  site. 


* Dark-eyed  Junco  Junco  hyemalis 
Spring:  Im  Duncansby  Caith  26-29  Apr. 

First  for  Caithness,  6”' for  Scotland  & 23''^  for  Britain. 


Dark-eyed  Junco 

Duncansby 
- photo:  Eric  Maughan 


Lapland  Longspur  (Lapland  Bunting)  Calcarius  lapponicus 

Winter/Spring:  1 Culbin  Bar  M&N  from  ’99  to  6 Feb;  1 Mersehead  D&G  24  Jan;  1 Brora  H 6 Feb;  1 Fair  Is 
23-26  Apr;  1 Girdleness  NE  28  Apr; 

Autumn/Winter:  Big  autumn  influx,  especially  to  N&W Isles.  1 Griminish  Point,  North  Uist  OH  2 Sep;  daily 
Fair  Is  9 Sep-26  Oct,  max  40  on  19  Sep  & 1 5 on  28  Sep;  daily  OHeb  in  Sep/mid-Oct  with  c.  160  birds  with  max 
30  St.Kilda  (6  dates),  20  Ardivachar,  South  Uist,  15  Leathann,  North  Uist  & 6 other  records  of  1-6  birds,  mostly 
late  Sep;  daily  Shet  13  Oct- 15  Oct  with  c.59  birds,  max  25  Foula  23-24  Sep,  7 Skerries  late  Sep  & 4 Ness  of 
Ireland  22  Sep. 


R.D.Murray  [Ed.] 
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Elsewhere;  1 Is  of  May  9 Sep;  1 Port  Wemyss,  Islay  Arg  12  Sep;  1 Girdleness  NE  14  Sep;  1 Is  of  May  15  Sep; 
1 Tyinghame  L 17  Sep;  singles  Aberdeen  NE,  Is  of  May,  Girdleness  & Rattray  NE  22  Sep;  1 Tomess  L 23  Sep; 

3 Girdleness,  IDonmouth  NE  & 1 Dowlaw  B 25  Sep;  1 Findhom  Bay  M&N  & 1 Rattray  NE  28  Sep;  1 Ardnave 
L.,  Islay  Arg  1 Oct;  4S  Tumberry  Point  Ayr  8 Oct;  2 Skerries  13  Oct;  1 Deemess  Ork  21  Oct. 

A hiatus  followed  before  1 Fair  Is  3 Nov;  I Collieston  NE  4 Nov;  I Cove  NE  12  Nov;  1 Ben  Hynish,  Tiree  Arg 

4 Dec. 

d'*  record  for  Ayrshire,  10‘^  for  Moray  & Nairn  & record  autumn  for  Outer  Hebrides. 


Snow  Bunting  Plectrophenax  nivalis 

Winter/Spring:  Max  flocks  seen;  200+  Cuba,  Benbecula  OH,  170  Ythan  Est.  NE,  170  Balranald,  North  Uist  OH, 
150  Deemess  Ork,  99  Culbin  Bars  M&N,  74  North  Ronaldsay  Ork,  60  Eday  Ork,  60  Lossiemouth  Beach 
M&N  & 23  Sron  a Choire  Chnapanich  P&K  in  Jan;  800  Udale  Bay  H,  500  Rothmaisie  NE,  150  Birsay  Links 
Ork,  140  Bomish,  South  Uist  OH,  80  Ollaberry  Shet,  30  Glen  Lochay  Forth  & 26  Outhead  F in  Feb;  75  Papa 
Westray  Ork,  60  Baltasound  Shet,  35  Papa  Stour  Shet,  20  The  Lecht  NE  & 15  Goat  Fell,  Arran  Clyde  Is  in 
Mar. 

Max  elsewhere;  16  A&D,  15  D&G,  14  Arg,  7 Loth,  6 Bord,  2 Clyde  but  only  singles  Ayr. 

Spring;  90  North  Ronaldsay,  35  Balranald  & 10  Papa  Westray  1-5  Apr;  30  Fair  Is  10  Apr;  20  Fair  Is,  14  North 
Ronaldsay  & 10  Hermaness  Shet  20-22  May.  Last  D&G,  A&D  12-19  Feb;  P&K  & Fife  11-17  Mar;  M&N  & 
Bord  23-3 1 Mar;  Arg  3 Apr;  Ork,  OHeb  & Shet  29  May-1  Jun;  Fair  Is  4 Jun. 

Breeding;  OHeb  l-2prs  seen  at  one  site  Apr-Jul;  NE  up  to  4mm  at  4 sites. 

AutumnAVinter;  6 Glenshee  NE  1 Sep  & Corryhabbie  Hill  M&N  16  Sep.  Passage  birds  Arg  17  Sep;  Shet,  Fair 
Is  & Ork  18  Sep;  Bord,  Is  of  May  & OHeb  20  Sep;  Fife  27  Sep;  A&D  23  Oct;  P&K  2 Nov.  Good  movement 
late  Sep  when  282  North  Ronaldsay  21  Sep  rising  to  548  there  1 Oct;  300  Foula  Shet  23-24  Sep;  110  Skerries 
Shet  23  Sep;  180  Fair  Is  and  120  Breakon,  Yell  Shet  24  Sep.  160  Westray  Ork  6 Oct.  11  Aberlady  L 5 Nov; 
88  Lossiemouth,  43  Cmden  Bay  NE,  21  St. Abbs  Head  B & 8 Outhead  F 10-1 1 Nov. 

Winter;  200  Burgar  Hill  Ork,  110  Costa  Ork  & 80  Burrafirth  Shet  in  late  Nov;  99  Naim  Bars  M&N, 
70  Stenness  Ork,  67  Quendale  Shet,  50  Findhom  Bay  M&N,  30  Glen  Brerachan  P&K,  27  Gualan,  South  Uist 
OH  25  Ythan  Est.,  23  Collieston  NE,  18  West  Sands  F & 1 1 Outhead  in  Dec. 

Very  few  in  S during  Dec  with  just  a single  Bord  & Loth  with  none  A&D,  D&G,  Arg  & Ayr. 


Yellowhammer  Emberiza  citrinella 

Winter/Spring;  Best  flocks  were  200  Sheildbank  F,  200  Kincardine  shore  F,  150  Eyemouth  B,  120  Caerlaverock 
D&G  & 100  Ormiston  L in  Jan;  100+  Kincardine  Holdings  F in  Feb. 

Flocks  40-99  noted  M&N  2,  NE  1,  P&K  1,  Forth  2,  Bord  2,  Clyde  1. 

Largest  elsewhere  were  3 1 A&D,  26  Ayr  & 7 Arg.  245  in  16  winter  farmland  bird  lkm2  plots  in  Fife  Jan-Feb. 
Passage  birds  - 1 Baltasound  Shet  28  Mar-7  Apr;  1 Stilligarry,  South  Uist  OH  5 Apr;  1 Ling  Hope,  South  Walls 
Ork  5 Apr;  3 Fair  Is  17-21  Apr;  1 North  Roe  Shet  21  Apr;  1 Is  of  May  28  Apr;  1 St.Kilda  OH  2-7  May. 
Breeding;  M&N  11mm  R.Findhom  at  Broom  of  Moy,  8mm  Lossiemouth-Spynie  Canal;  A&D  14prs  Dean 
Water,  lOprs  Memus  & 6prs  Barry  Buddon;  Fife  55prs  noted  27  sites  but  sizeable  fall  in  5 paired  sites  from 
24prs  to  14prs,  75prs  in  BBS  plots  was  stable  however,  7mm  Eden  Est.,  6mm  Cameron  Res.,  6mm  Fife  Ness; 
Forth  4prs  Flanders  Moss;  Loth  breeding  noted  just  5 sites;  Bord  56mm  noted  21  sites  with  14prs  Newmains, 
6mm  Maxton  but  just  2prs  St. Abbs  Head  CBC,  the  lowest-ever  there;  Arg  pr+br3  Ulva  Ferry  & mm  seen  at 
13  other  sites;  Clyde  Is  just  single  pr  Arran;  Clyde  113prs  at  68  sites  with  9mm  Bamsford  area;  Ayr  22prs 
noted  9 sites  with  6mm  Bamweil  area  & 4mm  Barmuir;  D&G  3prs  Mersehead. 

Autumn/Winter;  200+  Craigluscar  F & 125  Grange  of  Lour  A&D  in  Dec. 

Flocks  of 40-99  recorded  in  Fife  (6),  Bord  and  D&G  (2)  & singles  Forth  & Loth  with  largest  parties  of  85  Loth, 
37  Clyde,  35  P&K,  20  M&N  & 8 Arg.  Numbers  seem  extremely  poor. 

Passage  - 1 North  Ronaldsay  Ork  12-14  Oct;  1-4  daily  Fair  Is  20  Oct-1  Nov  with  another  25  Nov. 


Ortolan  Bunting  Emberiza  hortulana 

Autumn;  1 Girdleness  NE  4-5  Sep  with  another  bird  there  11-15  Sep;  1 Fetlar  Shet  20  Sep;  1 Grutness  Shet  on 
21-23  Sep;  1 Foula  Shet  23  Sep 

First  blank  spring  for  some  years  and  a very  poor  autumn.  records  for  North-east  Scotland. 
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* Rustic  Bunting  Emberiza  rustica 
Spring:  Im  St.Kilda  OH  21  May. 

Autumn:  1 St.Kilda  20  Sep  with  another  25  Sep-1  Oct;  1 Hoswick  Shet  23-25  Sep;  1 Northdale,  Unst  Shet  on 
28  Sep;  1 Fair  Is  12-13  Oct;  1 Northdale  17  Oct. 


* Little  Bunting  Emberiza pusilla 

Autumn:  1 Fair  Is  12  Sep;  1 North  Ronaldsay  Ork  14-15  Sep;  1 St.Kilda  OH  18  Sep. 

Large-scale  fall  20-30  Sep,  mostly  on  N.Isles.  The  largest  numbers  arrived  on  Shet  with  some  26  birds,  with  a 
max  of  14  on  23  Sep  with  6 Skerries,  3 Sumburgh,  2 birds  Skaw,  Foula  & Quendale  and  singles  Grutness, 
Brough,  Vatshoull,  Sandwick,  Foula,  Dale  of  Walls,  Hoswick,  Burrafirth,  Wester  Quarff  & Oddsta. 

Also  1-4  daily  Fair  Is  totalling  c.lO  birds;  3-5  North  Ronaldsay  & 1 Is  of  May  during  the  same  period. 

1 Fladdabister  Shet  1 Oct;  1 Boddam  Shet  & 1 North  Ronaldsay  2 Oct;  later  singles  Fair  Is  12-17  Oct,  21  Oct- 
1 Nov.  48  birds  in  the  autumn. 

[1998]  1 Snishival  OH  1 Oct. 


* Yellow-breasted  Bunting  Emberiza  aureola 

Autumn:  1 Noss  Shet  27  Aug;  P-w/f  Durigarth,  Dunrossness  Shet  2 Sep;  P*-2/f  St.Kilda  OH  5-6  Sep;  1 ad  f 
Balcomie  F 21  Sep;  P -w/f  Durigarth  2-3  Oct.  5 in  autumn.  2nd  record  for  Outer  Hebrides  & 3''‘‘  for  Fife. 


Reed  Bunting  Emberiza  schoeniculus 

Winter/Spring:  Max  flocks  55  Blackhill  Farm  Clyde,  48  Karnes  Arg,  42  Easter  Inch  Moss  L,  40+  Tayinloan 
Arg  & 27  Newmains  B during  Jan;  300  Sheildbank  F,  210  Costa  Ork,  100  Kincardine  F,  67  Lecropt  Forth, 
55  Thornhill  Forth,  54  Greenloaning  P&K,  50+  Errol  P&K,  32  Vane  Farm  P&K  & 27  St.Cyrus  NE  during 
Feb;  48  L.Gruinart,  Islay  Arg,  30  Langlee  B & 27  Gadloch  Clyde  in  Mar.  Ringing  in  Fife  suggests  a major  influx 
with  numbers  at  Sheildbank  rising  from  50  to  300  in  3 weeks  to  17  Feb  and  from  50  to  100  at  Kincardine. 

Max  elsewhere;  21  OHeb,  20  A&D,  16  D&G  & 15  Ayr. 

Isles;  1 overwintered  Trondra  Shet.  Poor  passage  with  7-9  birds  Shet  6 Apr-20  May;  1-5  daily  Fair  Is  17  Apr- 

14  May.  None  Is  of  May. 

Breeding:  Shet  no  definite  records  for  3 years,  apparently  extinct  on  islands  after  50  years  of  breeding;  Ork 
c.48prs  noted  34  sites  with  15prs  Durkadale,  9prs  Birsay  Moors  & 5prs  L.of  Hundland;  OHeb  2 sites  on  Lewis, 
4 sites  North  Uist,  2 sites  Benbecula,  13  sites  South  Uist  with  11mm  Stilligarry-Bomish  & 8mm  L.Hallan- 
Smerclate  area;  M&N  only  noted  2 sites;  NE  slight  decrease  evident;  A&D  76prs  Kinnordy  reared  160  young 
a threefold  increase,  also  noted  3 other  areas;  P&K  20prs  Carsebreck,  13prs  Vane  Farm  & 10  other  sites,  good 
success  Tay  reedbeds;  Fife  79prs  noted  at  30  sites  with  7 paired  sites  showing  an  increase  from  39  to  42prs,  best 
sites  were  24prs  Eden  Est.  9prs  Cameron  Res.,  9prs  Kilconquhar  L.,  best  season  St.Margaret’s  Marsh  CES  for 
productivity  since  ’95;  Forth  6prs  Blackdevonmouth  & 5prs  at  3 other  sites;  Loth  61mm  seen  at  14  sites  with 
32prs  Aberlady  (43);  Bord  c.l34prs  were  noted  at  66  sites  with  18prs  Ettrick  Marshes  and  7prs  Lindean  Res.; 
Arg  20  sites  with  1 Oprs  Colonsay  (8),  3prs  Sanda  Is.,  Ipr  Taynish  CBC  (mean  2);  Clyde  295prs  at  109  sites  with 
24prs  Lochwinnoch,  16prs  Milton,  14prs  Douglas  Estate  & lOprs  Balgray  Res.;  Ayr  41prs  noted  21  sites  with 
5mm  Munnoch  Res.;  D&G  211prs  Mersehead,  12prs  Ken-Dee  Marshes  & 7prs  at  2 other  sites. 

First  fledged  young  Forth  8 Jul. 

AutumnAVinter:  Isles:  Passage  Shet  from  15  Sep,  15  Foula  & 12  Skerries  23  Sep;  8 Whalsay  Shet  on  8 Oct; 
10  Skerries  13  Oct;  Fair  Is  mid  Sep-end  Oct  with  32  on  28  Sep  & 25  on  2 Oct;  4 Fair  Is  23  Nov  were  late. 

1 St.Kilda  OH  29  Sep.  Max  7 Is  of  May  27  Sep.Max  flocks  30  Netherton  Clyde  & 30  Swannay  Ork  in  Nov; 
200  Craigluscar  F,  120  Dale  Ork,  100  Stenness  Ork,  89  Mersehead  D&G,  80  Grange  of  Lour  A&D,  59  L.of 
Strathbeg  NE,  45  Egilsay  Ork,  40  Vane  Farm  & 30  Aberlour  M&N  in  Dec.  Max  elsewhere:  22  Arg,  18  Loth, 

15  OHeb&  15  Bord. 


* Black-headed  Bunting  Emberiza  melanocephala 

Spring:  ad  m North  Connell  Arg  1 5 Jun,  perhaps  seen  Bonawe  on  13  Jun;  ad  Creag  Meagidh  H 15  Jun;  ad  m 
Swannay  Ork  17-18  Jun. 

Autumn:  P'-s  m Norwich,  Unst  Shet  5 Jul-1  Aug;  ad  m Eigg  H 1 Aug;  ad  m Sumburgh  Shet  25  Aug;  P‘-w 
Skerries  Shet  15-21  Sep;  ad  m Glencoe  H 27-30  Sep. 
for  Orkney  & 1 7'^- 1 9“'  records  for  Shetland. 
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* Bobolink  Dolichonyx  oryzivorus 
Autumn:  P-w  Skerries  Shet  21-22  Sep. 

Third  record  for  Shetland,  5"'  for  Scotland  & 23'''^  for  Britain. 


Corn  Bunting  Milaria  calandra 

Winter/Spring:  The  best  Jan- Apr  floeks  were  117  Combs  NE,  70  Pittenweem  F,  64  Barras  NE,  57  Pitglassie 
NE,  40  Anstruther  F,  38  Askemish,  South  Uist  OH,  35  Boysack  A&D,  32  Bomish,  South  Uist  OH,  26  Balivanich, 
Benbecula  OH  & 16  Mains  of  Usan  A&D.  Elsewhere  singles  Eyemouth  B in  Feb  & Heylipol,  Tiree  Arg  in  Mar 
were  the  relicts  of  formerly  larger  population.  29  Clochan  M&N  in  May. 

Breeding:  OHeb  2mm  Borve,  Bemeray,  20+mm  at  6 sites  North  Uist,  8mm  Benbecula,  18mm  at  3 sites  South 
Uist,  5mm  at  1 site  on  Barra  & 5mm  Vatersay;  High  birds  noted  at  3 sites  May-Aug  ; M&N  c.26  birds  noted 
at  19  sites;  NE  slight  increase  in  Barras,  Kinellar  & Harlaw  with  a two-fold  rise  at  Fisherford,  numbers  were 
stable  at  Rothmaisie  & Duncanstone,  success  was  good  at  some  sites  (with  second  layings)  but  poor  at  others, 
mostly  due  to  cutting  of  grass,  silage  & set-aside;  Fife  94  mm  located  , up  16%  on  low  numbers  of  ’97  with  a 
little  spread  from  the  core  areas,  a few  areas  appeared  to  have  been  colonised  for  the  first  time  in  many  years, 
including  some  at  some  distance  from  the  main  population;  Loth  no  records  were  submitted  in  2000,  possible 
extinction  ?;  Bord  1 singing  bird  Lamberton;  Arg  probably  extinct  in  area  now;  D&G  nil  returns  from  survey  of 
the  former  range  in  Mull  of  Galloway  & Machars,  however  a few  pairs  found  near  Ruthwell  & a possible  family 
Glencaple. 

AutumnAVinter:  Oct-Dee  max  counts  were  much  lower  than  in  the  early  year  with  max  of  25  Buckie  M&N, 
18  Bowhouse  F,  16  Vatersay  OH,  11  Balbuthie  F & 10  Pittenweem.  Max  counts  elsewhere:  2 Stormont  L. 
P&K  in  Oct  was  first  record  for  some  years;  3 Ruthwell  D&G  & 1 Skinflats  Forth  in  Nov. 


Corn  Bunting 

Derick  Watson 
Borders  Bird  Report 
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Night  Heron  Nycticorax  nycticorax 
1 Cramond  L on  8 Aug  was  the  only  report. 

No  young  are  being  allowed  to  fledged  fully-winged  at  the 
Edinburgh  Zoo  colony  anymore. 


Black  Swan  Cygnus  atratus 

Birds  present  much  of  the  year  at:  1 L.of  Harray  & L.of 
Stenness  Ork  (for  6*  year);  1 at  Cowden  L./Strowan  L. 
P&K;  1 Carlingwark,  Threave  & L.Ken  area  D&G  (2"‘*  year); 
1 Jura/Mid- Argyll  Arg  area  at  Small  Isles  Bay  in  Apr  & Jul, 
L.Fyne  at  Ardrishaig,  L.Gilp  & Achnamara  in  Aug;  2prs 
Montrose  Basin  & Forfar  L.  area  A&D;. 

1 from  ’99  Cambee  Res.,  Eden  Est.  & Craigend,  all  F to  May; 

1 L.Leven  P&K  in  Mar;  2 Tyninghame  L 1 4 Aug  & 1 5 Aug; 

2 at  L.of  Strathbeg  NE  20  Jul-20  Aug  with  1 there  on  22  Oct; 
1 Lochend  L.  Clyde  on  23  Jul;  2 Drummond  L.  P&K  Sep-Oct; 
1 Shewalton  Ayr  & Oldhall  Ayr  in  Nov-Dee. 


Bar-headed  Goose  Anser  indicus 

4 L.of  Spiggie  Shet  9- 1 3 May  with  2 there  8 Jun;  1 Fair  Is  on 
12  May;  3 MeikleL.  NE  14May;  15  L.Feochan  Arg  14Aug; 
1 Dowlaw  B 7-8  Oct  & Penmanshiel  Moss  B 28  Oct. 


Ross’s  Goost  Anser  rossii 

1 L.Feochan  Arg  14  Aug-28  Sep.  1 ScartRock,  Seamill  Ayr 
on  22  Sep. 


Emperor  Goose  Anser  canagicus 

1 L.Feochan  Arg  14  Aug;  & L.Nell  Arg  15  Aug;  1 R.Garry 
near  Blair  Atholl  P&K  20  Aug. 


Magellan  Goose  Chloephaga  picta 
1 Baron’s  Haugh  Clyde  13  Feb,  12  Mar  and2  Apr. 


Egyptian  Goose  Alopchen  aegypticus 
1 Butterstone  L.,  L.Oisinneach  Mor,  L.of  the  Lowes  & R.Tay 
at  Kercock,  all  P&K  throughout  the  year. 


Muscovy  Duck  Cairina  moschatus 
1 0 Beveridge  Park,  Kirkcaldy  F all  year.  1 Shawbost,  Lewis 
OH  28  Feb;  1 Hirsel  L.  B 19  Mar;  1 Innellan  Pier  Arg  30  Jun; 
1 Tarbert  harbour  Arg  20  Nov; 


Wood  DockAixsponsa 

1 m for  2"^  year  St. Andrews  F 26  Jan-26  Feb  & 1 9 Sep-2  Nov, 
also  seen  Lades  Bum  F on  26  Mar-6  Apr. 

1 f West  Bay,  Dunoon  Arg  on  27  Sep-2002. 


Chiloe  Wigeon  Anas  sibilatrix 
2mm  Ugie  Est.  NE  25  Aug-4  Oct. 


Saker  Falcon  Falco  cherrug 

1 Blackness  L 23  Feb  was  very  tame;  1 Mains  of  Garten  H on 
21  Aug. 


Lady  Amherst’s  Pheasant  Chrysolophus  amherstiae 
Im  Logan  Botanic  Garden  D&G  24  Apr. 


Golden  Pheasant  Chrysolophus  pictus 
Im  Brimmond  Hill  NE  24  Jun. 

No  records  D&G,  perhaps  now  extinct. 


Common  Peafowl cristatus 

Pr  Raithe  Estate,  Kirkcaldy  F 23  Apr  were  at  large  for  6 weeks 
after  escaping  Auchtertool  Farm,  Kirkcaldy. 


Eagle  Owl  sp.  Bubo  bubo/virginianus 
1 Blairdrummond  Forth  (ringed,  B.bubo)  laid  an  egg;  in  au- 
tumn 1 Bubo  sp  Braes  of  Doune,  also  seen  Stirling. 


Ring-necked  Parakeet  Psittacula  krameri 
1 Albert  Rd,  Bearsden  Clyde  1 Jan-20  Feb,  returning  25  Apr; 
1 Rozelle  Ayr  on  1 8 Mar;  1 Stewarton  Ayr  from  3 1 Mar-4  Apr; 
1 GosfordL30Apr;  1 KerelawAyr6Aug;  1 Glasgow  Univer- 
sity Clyde  23  Aug. 


Cockatiel  Nymphicus  hollandicus 
1 Pollok  Country  Park  Clyde  6 Jul;  1 Musselburgh  L 14  Jul; 
1 Bimie/Gaddon  L.  F 24  Sep. 


Budgerigar  Melopsittacus  undulatus 
1 Muirhead  Clyde  on  8 May  1 Pollok  Country  Park  Clyde  on 
17  Jun,  1 Winchburgh  L 11  Aug;  1 Fanum  House,  Erskine 
Clyde  23  Aug. 


Japanese  Waxwing  Bombycilla  japonica 
1 Blydoit,  Scalloway  Shet  27  May  was  also  possibly  seen  in 
Lerwick  9 Jun. 


Indian  Silverbill  Lonchura  malabarica 
1 Mellerstain  House  B 26  Aug. 


Orange-cheeked  Waxbill  Estrilda  melpoda 
1 L.of  Kinnordy  A&D  26  Oct. 


Red-billed  Quelea  Quelea  quelea 
1 St.AbbsB  10-27  Sep. 
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1 Shetland 
(except  Fair  Isle) 

Local  Recorder  Network 

Kevin  Osborn 

Inkleholm,  Swinister,  Sandwick,  Shetland 
ZE2  9HH  (01950)431286 
k.o@virgin.net 

Shetland  Bird  Report 

from  Martin  Heubeck,  Sumburgh 

Lighthouse,  Virkie,  Shetland. 

ZE3  9JN.  Tel -01950  460  760 

2 Fair  Isle 

Deryk  Shaw 

Fair  Isle  Bird  Observatory  Report 

Bird  Observatory,  Fair  Isle.  ZE2  9JU 
01595  760  258  fairisle.birdobs@zetnet.co.uk 

from  Recorder 

3 Orkney 

Tim  Dean 

Orkney  Bird  Report 

Echa  View,  Burray,  Orkney.  KW17  2SX 
01856  731  204  Vishnabrack,  Evie,Orkney. 

From  Mildred  Cuthbert, 

4 Outer  Hebrides 

Andrew  Stevenson 

Outer  Hebrides  Bird  Report 

Mill  House,  Snishival,  S.Uist  HS8  5SG 

from  Brian  Rabbitts,  6 Camish, 

01870  6203 1 7.andrew.stevenson@SNH.gov.uk 

Lochmaddy,  N.Uist.  HS6  5HL 

5 Caithness 

Peter  Millar 

(former  Caithness  district 

10  Harrold  Cottages,  Reiss,  Wick 

of  Highland) 

KWl  4BU 

None  at  present 

6 Highland 

Alastair  McNee 

Highland  Bird  Report 

excluding  former  districts 

Liathach,  4 Balnafettack  Place,  Inverness 

from  Recorder 

of  Caithness  & Naim) 

IV3  8TQ  -01463  220493  - aj.mcnee@carefree.net 

7 Moray  & Nairn 

Martin  Cook 

Moray  & Nairn  Bird  Report 

Rowanbrae,  Clochan,  Buckie,  Banffshire. 
AB56  5EQ 

01542  850  296  martin.cook9@virgin.net 

from  Recorder 

8 North-east  Scotland 

Andy  Thorpe 

North-east  Scotland  Bird  Report 

(Aberdeenshire  & 

30  Moneam  Gardens,  Milltimber, 

Dave  Gill,  Drakemyre  Croft, 

City  of  Aberdeen) 

Aberdeen.  AB 1 3 OEA  0 1 224  3 1 2 484 

Caimorrie,  Methlick, 

andrewtthorpe@tinyworld.co.uk 

Aberdeenshire. 

9 Angus  & Dundee 

Dan  Charmichael 

Angus  & Dundee  Bird  Report 

(Angus  & City  of  Dundee) 

2 A Reres  Road,  Broughty  Ferry, 
Dundee.  DD5  2QA  0 1 3 82  779  98 1 
dan_a_carmichael@email.msn.com 

from  Recorder 

10  Perth  & Kinross 

Ron  Youngman 

Blaircroisk  Cottage,  Ballinluig 

report  available  on  request 

Pitlcohry,  Perthshire  PH9  ONE 
01796  482  324  blairchroisk@aol.com 

from  Recorder 

11  Fife 

Davy  Ogilvie 

Fife  Bird  Report 

(with  Inchkeith,  Inchcolm 

25  St.Fillans  Road,  Kirkcaldy  KY2  6LT 

from  Recorder 

& small  islands  but 

KY2  6LT 

not  the  Isle  of  May) 

davidogilvie8@aol.com 

12  Isle  of  May 

Iain  English 

Isle  of  May  Bird  Observatory  Report 

2 1 Grant  Court,  Avon  Grove,  Hamilton, 
S.Lanarkshire.  ML3  7UT  i.english@talk21.com 

from  Recorder 

13  Forth 

Dr.  Cliff  Henty 

In  "Forth  Naturalist  & Historian" 

(Clackmannanshire, 

7 Coneyhill  Broad,  Bridge  of  Allan 

L. Corbett,  University  Library, 

Falkirk  & Stirling) 

Stirling  FK9  4EL 

Univ.  of  Stirling,  Stirling.  FK9  4LA 
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14  Argyll 

(Argyll  & Bute  - not  Isle 
of  Bute  & former  West 
Dunbartonshire) 

Paul  Daw 

Tign-na-Tulloch,  Tullochgorm,  Minard, 
Inverary,  Argyll  PA32  8YQ  01546  886260 
monedula@globalnet.  co.uk 

Argyll  Bird  Report 
from  Bill  Staley,  16  Glengilp, 
Ardishaig,  Argyll  PA3 1 

1 5 Clyde  Islands 

Bernard  Zonfrillo 

In  Clyde  Birds 

(Arran,  the  Cumbraes 

28  Brodie  Road,  Glasgow.  G21  3SB 

& Bute) 

01415570791  8804751 

b.zonfrillo@bio.gla.ac.uk 

1 6 Clyde 

(Inverclyde,  Glasgow, 
E.&W.  Renfrewshire, 
N.&S.  Lanarkshire, 
E.&W.  Dunbartonshire, 
old  Dunbartonshire  area 
of  Argyll  and  the  Clyde 
drainage  of  Stirling) 


lain  Gibson 

8 Kenmure  Drive,  Howwood,  Johnstone, 
Renfrewshire  PA9  IDR 
01505705874 

do  j im.  val@btintemet.  com 


17  Ayrshire  Angus  Hogg 

1 1 Kirkmichael  Road,  Crosshill,  Maybole, 
Ayrshire.  KA19  7RJ 

01655740317  dcgos@globalnet.co.uk 


Clyde  Birds 

from  Jim  & Val  Wilson 

76  Laigh  Road,  Newton  Meams 

Glasgow  G77  5EQ 

01416352516 


Ayrshire  Bird  Report 
from  Recorder 


1 8 Lothian 

(Edinburgh,  E.  & W. 
Lothian,  Midlothian, 
Bass  Rock,  Inchmickery, 
Craigleith,  etc. 


David  Kelly  Lothian  Bird  Report 

20  Market  Vire,  Tranent  from  Recorder 

East  Lothian.  EH3  3 lEG 
01875  614072  dj_kelly@lbtintemet.com 


1 9 Borders  Ray  Murray  Borders  Bird  Report 

Scottish  Borders  4 Bellfield  Crescent,  Eddleston,  Peebles  from  Malcolm  Ross,  The  Tubs 

Borders  EH45  8RQ.  Dingleton  Road,  Melrose 

01721 730677  ray.d.murray@ukgateway.net 


20  Dumfries  & Galloway  Paul  Collin 

former  N ithsdale,  Gairland,  Old  Edinburgh  Road,  Minnigaff, 

Annandale  & Eskdale,  Newton  Stewart,  Wigtownshire  DG8  6PL 
Stewartry  & Wigtown  01671 402  86 1 


Dumfries  & Galloway  Bird  Report 
from  Recorder,  also  Joan  Howie, 

60  Main  Street,  St.John’s  Town  of 
Dairy,  Castle  Douglas 


Abbreviations  used  for  the  recording  areas  in  the  text 


Shet 

Shetland  Is. 

High 

Highland 

F-Fife 

Fife 

Arg 

Argyll 

Fair  Is 

Fair  Isle 

M&N 

Moray  & Naim 

Is  of  May 

Isle  of  May 

Clyde  Is 

Clyde  Islands 

Ork 

Orkney  Is. 

NE 

North-east  Scotland 

Forth 

Forth 

Clyde 

Clyde 

OH-OHeb  Outer  Hebrides 

A&D 

Angus  & Dundee 

L-Loth 

Lothian 

Ayr 

Ayrshire 

Caith 

Caithness 

P&K 

Perth  & Kinross 

B-Bord 

Borders 

D&G  Dumfries  & Gallo 

Abbreviations 
N Isles 
OHeb 
N Scotland 
NE  Scotland 
E/C  Scotland 
SE  Scotland 
W Scotland 
SW  Scotland 


used  in  table:  the  data  from  the  following  areas  have  been  combined  as  follows: 

Shetland,  Fair  Isle  & Orkney 

Outer  Hebrides 

Caithness  & Highland 

Moray  & Naim  & North-east  Scotland 

Angus  & Dundee,  Perth  & Kinross,  Fife,  Isle  of  May  & Forth 

Lothian  & Borders 

Argyll  & Clyde  Islands  & Clyde 

Ayrshire  & Dumfries  & Galloway 
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